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REPORT, 


The  Central  Board  of  Health,  in  accord- 
ance icith  the  requirements  contained  in  the 
act  Fourteenth  Victoria,  chapter  Sixty,  en- 
titled ''An  yict  to  establish,  for  a  limited 
period,  a  Central  Board  of  Health,  and  for 
o ther  p u r poses , " 

KeI'ORT^ — 

That  ia  pursuance  of  the  powers  delegated  to 
them,  under  the  provision  of  the  said  act,  they  have 
enquired  into,  and  sought  to  ascertain  what  measures 
exist,  and  what  others  are  requisite  to  be  enacted,  for 
the  preservation  of  the  public  health,  as  also  what  sa- 
nitary regulations  it  will  be  necessary  to  adopt,  for 
preventing  the  spread  of  epidemic,  endemic  and  con- 
tagious diseases  ;  and  to  provide  sufficient  medical 
relief  for  the  several  districts  and  parishes  of  the 
island. 

In  the  performance  of  these  duties,  the  Board  have 
had  to  encounter  great,  and  in  some  instances,  insu- 
})erable  difficulties,  arising  from  the  circumstance 
tiiat  hitherto  all  sanitary  measures  have  been  ne2:lect- 
c(l,  the  sul>ject  unknown,  unthought  of,  uncared  for, 
and  also,  from  the  acknowledged  habits  of  the  lower 
classes  of  society,  w  hich  ^vould  appear  to  have  been 
cquired  under  a  total  defiance  of  the  law.s  of  natur(j. 
To  overcome  these  habits,  remove  all  prejudices, 
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and  establish  efficient  sanitary  regulations  on  an  ex- 
^  tended  scale,  will  undoubtedly  be  a  work  of  time,  es-, 
pecially  in  a  community  constituted  as  this  is,  where 
the  class  of  persons  chiefly  to  be  contended  with  are 
unaccustomed  to  the  enjoyment  of  domestic  comforts, 
and  are  but  little  influenced  by  the  Aveight  of  reason, 
while  on  the  other  hand,  the  Board  cannot  but  ob-. 
serve,  with  regret,  that  the  upper  classes  of  the  com- 
munity have  not  given  the  subject  that  attention  and 
co-operation  -which  could  have  been  desired. 

This  indifference  to  a  matter  of  such  magnitude 
and  importance,  the  Board  think  may  be  attributed 
to  several  causes  ;  the  first  and  most  serious  of  w  hich 
seems  to  be,  the  present  depressed  and  crippled  con- 
dition of  aflliirs  generally  throughout  the  whole  island, 
causing  an  apprehension  that  by  adoptina;  sanitary 
reforms,  an  increased  burthen  of  taxation  w  ill  neces- 
sarily be  entailed  ;  again,  the  possibility  of  being  able 
to  effect  any  radical  change  in  the  feelings  and  habits 
of  the  labouring  population,  is  looked  upon  by  some 
Avith  utter  hopelessness  and  despair.  A  serious  ob- 
stacle to  the  promotion  of  sanitary  measures  here, 
arises  from  the  great  and  general  want  of  knowledge 
■with  respect  to  the  vast  importance  of  the  subject, 
its  wide  and  certain  influence  over  life  itself,  and  the 
inestimable  benefits  which  have  resulted  in  other  parts 
of  the  w  orld  from  their  adoption.  The  existing  mis- 
conceptions of  some,  in  respect  to  the  nature,  origin, 
spread,  and  mortality  of  diseases,  induce  on  their 
minds  a  strong  tendency  and  feeling  towards  fatal- 
ism, unbecoming  and  ilisuited  to  this  enlightened  age. 
On  tlie  first  appearance  of  disease  jmiong  this  class 
of  persons,  they  are  apt  to  give  themselves  up  as  in- 
curable, and  no  effort  is  attem[)ted  to  ward  oft'  the 
impen(Hug  blow;  all  aid  is  refused,  and  dissolution 
alone  looked  for,  as  the  certain  resnlt.  This  forms  no 
hypothetical  statement,  for  during  the  prevalence  of 
The  late  fearful  epidemic,  cases  of  this  character  were 
abnost  of  daily  occurrence,  and  too  often  vNas  it  the 
lot  of  medical  pj-actitioners,  to  witness  the  suficrings 
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of  those  who  labored  under  mortal  disease,  while 
their  nearest  and  dearest  kindred,  and  friends,  would 
calmly  remain  seated  around,  m  useless  and  idle  ob- 
servance ;  (medicines  and  nourishment  unadminis- 
tered,  medical  advice  disregarded  and  set  at  nought), 
contenting  themselves  with  the  positive  conviction 
that  "  it  was  of  no  use,  as  his  time  was  come." — 
Again,  it  is  found  that  on  the  outbreak  of  disease, 
there  are  persons  ready  to  give  assertion  to  their  own 
pre-conceived  opinions,  wliile  they  cavil  with  facts, 
the  result  of  the  deep  study,  research,  and  extensive 
experience  of  the  ablest  and  most  learned  authorities. 
These  are  apt  to  place  their  assumptions,  acquired 
from  limited  experience,  in  opposition  to  the  well 
considered  and  oft  tried  observations  of  those  who 
have  been  specially  appointed  to  consider  these  sub- 
jects, and  have  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives  in 
their  study,  investigation,  and  treatment. 

Every  point  which  arises,  having  any  tendency  to 
strengthen  or  uphold  their  partially  considered  doc- 
trines, is  greedily  caught  at,  and  exaggerated,  idle 
and  unauthenticated  rumours  are  readily  seized  hold 
of,  decorated  with  the  garb  of  truth  and  promulgated 
without  reflection,  conveying  for  a  time  misery  and 
dismay  to  the  minds,  of  even  those  who  are  least 
susceptible  of  their  direful  influences,  and  fatally  aug- 
menting the  alarm  and  wretchedness  of  the  timid,  the 
nervous,  and  the  afflicted.  This  state  of  things  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at  when  the  constitution  of  the  human 
mmd  is  considered,  and  its  aptness  to  grasp  with  avi- 
dity and  a  tight  hold,  first  impressions;  the  " post  hoc 
propter  hoc'  argument,  willeverbeforemost,  where  the 
reasonmg  powers  have  not  been  duly  disciplined  and 
taught  by  experience,  the  uncertainty  and  fallacy  of 
relymg  alone  upon  external  appearances.  This  ob- 
servation is  not  confined  to  the  non-professional,  for 
if  the  history  of  diseases  be  looked  at,  it  will  be  found 
that  at  one  .period  or  another,  physicians  have  been 
met  with,  who  readily  placed  in  the  category  of  infec- 
tious and  contagious  diseases,  many  of  those  which 
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move  advunced  knowledge  and  modern  experience 
have  clearly  shewn  to  be  alto^;et}ier  void  ol"  any  yuch 
properties,  and  are  now  easily  attributed  to  their  in- 
dividual causes;  among-  these,  it  were  perhaps  need- 
less to  say  that  ague  once  ranked  as  contaj^ious,  and 
scarce  seventy  years  have  elapsed  since  this  disease 
was  generally  believed  to  be  communicable  from  one 
person  to  another. 

In  the  present  day  there  still  exists  great  differ- 
ence of  opinion  among  physicians  as  to  the  infectious- 
ness of  some  few  diseases,  although  those  opinions 
have  not  unfrequently  been  founded,  and  the  conclu- 
sions arrived  at  fiora  the  same  cases,  and  the  identi- 
cal facts.  The  result  of  this  conclusion,  induced  two 
enlightened  physicians  of  modern  times,  in  treating 
on  the  discrepancy  which  exists  on  this  subject  auiong 
the  medical  profession,  to  express  their  conviction 
that  "it  depends,  in  part,  upon  the  different  struc- 
ture and  disposition  of  men's  minds,  and  their  pecu- 
liar habit  of  thought ;"  may  not  also  another  and 
powerful  reason  for  this  difference  of  opinion,  be 
found  in  the  circumstance,  that  the  contagious  origin 
and  spread  of  some  diseases  have  long  been  taught  in 
colleges  and  schools  ?  Almost  all  medical  men  begin 
their  professional  life  with  this  belief,  and  it  is  only 
those  who  are  endowed  with  comparatively  rare  pow- 
ers of  observation,  that  ever  abandon  that  conviction. 
Here  however  the  contagionist  and  non-contagionist 
meet  on  neutral  ground,  for  both  allow  the  mitigat- 
ing, and  therefore  preventive,  power  of  sanitary  mea- 
sures, and  thence,  as  Girdlestone  expresses  it,  '*  the 
important  principle  that  even  the  ravages  of  the  most 
deadly  pestilence,  are  in  a  great  part  due  to  man's 
sinful  neglect  of  the  means  of  preservation,  which 
have  been  beneficently  placed  within  his  reach."  Ano- 
ther obstacle  to  the  successful  promotion  of  sanitary 
reform  has  recently  arisen,  and  it  has  been  attempt- 
ed by  some,  to  damp,  by  the  weapon  of  d'idicule,  the 
useful  endeavours  of  those  who  desire  to  rectify  ex- 
isting evilS;  detrimental  to  health,  and  prejudicial  to 
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public  xvelfare     A  self-evident  truth  is  conveyed  l)y 
llio  provision  as  a  sanitary  measure,  "that  the  pe- 
riodical or  daily  removal,  if  possible,  of  all  dn  t,  sta- 
])le  manure,  foul  vegetation,  and  stagnant  water  from 
premises  and  vards,  is  essentially  necessary  to  the 
promotion  of  health."    Yet  while  the  promulgation 
of  this  simnle,  but  salutary,  rule  has  created  a  smile, 
the  sarcastic  remark  has  not  been  wanting.       Is  this 
all  that  sanitary  measures  are  to  teach  us?  why  we 
knew  this  before."    In  replying  to  so  feeble  an  en- 
<]uirer  it  would  only  be  necessary  fully  to  admit  the 
pre-existence  of  this  knowledge,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  ask  the  question  w  hether,  being  fully  aware 
of  its  efficacy,  is  it  in  general  practised  ?  or  is  it  not, 
on  the  contrary,  grossly  and  criminally  overlooked, 
not  only  in  every  part  of  tlds  island,  but  in  every 
country  ?  or  has  its  indispensable  necessity,  as  a  pre- 
ventive of  disease,  been  suihciently  and  forcibly  im- 
pressed upon  the  minds  of  those  poor  and  ignorant 
persons  who  do  not  know  it,  but  are  daily  and  hourly 
exposed  to  the  pernicious,  and  too  often  fatal,  conse- 
quences of  this  very  ignorance  ?    Tiien  if  by  reite- 
rating this  simple  but  salutary  precaution,  public  at- 
tention is  driven  to  its  rigid  observance,  will  not  much 
good  have  been  eliected,  and  the  desired  end  obtain- 
ed, namely,  the  enforcing  not  alone  of  the  cleanii- 
Tiess  of  the  person,  but  even  of  tlie  premises  inliabited 
by  the  masses  ;  and  thus,  by  removing  the  impurities 
of  their  vicinity,  at  once  fortify  the  whole  community, 
and  place  it  in  a  state  of  |)repa ration  to  resist  and 
conquer  the  very  aj)proach  of  epidemic  diseases  ?  it 
has  also  been  urged,  as  an  obifction  to  the  present 
progress  of  sanitary  measures,  that  before  it  can  he 
expected  that  the  labouring  (lasses  w\\\  practise 
cleanliness,  and  reform  their  injurious  hal)its  in  re- 
gard to  their  health,  it  would  be  necessary  to  enlarge 
the  number  of  schools  and  increase  the  means  for 
their  obtainin;;-  moral  and  religious  instruction,  or  in 
other  words — that  they  must  first  be  educated  and 
trained  to  paths  of  virtue  and  morality.    Is  it  quite 
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certain  tital  if  lliesc-  (lesiral>lo  means  were  aflbrded 
they  would  tend  to  eHect  so  ikvorahle  an  end  ?  or 
have  not  the  promoters  of  this  praiseworthy  doctrine 
rather  confounded  cause  and  eflect,  and  so  far  from 
tlie  nei^lect  of  sanitary  measures  primarily  arisimj- 
from  innuorality  ;  immorality  (by  the  popuhlr  admis- 
sion that  cleanliness  is  next  to  Godliness)  "  is  most 
imquestionably  the  ofispring  of  the  neglect  of  sanitary 
measures.    The  words  of  the  present  learned  and 
zealous  lord  bishop  of  London  may  be  quoted  in  sup- 
port and  conlijTuation  of  this  opinion  ;  the  active  and 
energetic  })art  taken  by  this  worthy  and  piiilanthro- 
pic  divine,  in  the  recent  sanitary  improvements  in 
Eno-land,  are  well  known  and  appreciated  at  the  scene 
of  his  labours.     His  lordship  says,  in  a  sermon 
preached  by  him  on  the  day  appointed  for  a  general 
thanksgiving  on  the  cessation  of  epidemic  cliolera," 
no  time  must  be  lost  "  in  endeavouring  to  do  away 
Avith  a  state  of  things  which  is  degrading  to  them  as 
human  beings,  and  still  more  as  children  of  the 
church,  which  not  only  invites  the  approach  and  ag- 
gravates the  malignity  of  disease,  but  which  w  eakens 
all  social  and  domestic  virtues,  destroys  all  self-re- 
spect, and  removes  opportunities  and  motives  for  self- 
improvement.    The  want  of  decent  and  cleanly  ha- 
bitations is  one  of  the  chief  evils  which  oppress  the 
poor  ;  an  evil  continually  increasing  with  the  increase 
of  our  population,  and  which  we  ought  long  ago  to 
have  taken  measures  to  prevent ;  neatness,  order, 
and  comfort  are  unknown  in  tlieir  miserable  and  over- 
crowded dwellings  ;  modest  reserve  is  impracticable ; 
delicacy  of  feeling  is  destroyed  ;  grossness  of  man- 
ners and  language,  the  consequence  of  a  mode  of  life 
which  admits  of  no  retirement,  seclusion,  and  medi- 
tation, becomes  the  habit  of  childhood,  and  prepares 
the  mind  for  vicious  intercourse  in  future  years  :  none 
of  the  comforts  of  home  are  tliere,  none  of  its  soften- 
ing purifying  influences  ;  and  can  we  wonder,  if  from 
such  sinks  of  filth  and  immorality,  come  fortli,  if  they 
are  spared  by  epidemic  disease,  the  scandals  and 
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pests  of  society,  the  mendicant,  the  dninkard,  and 
the  thief  '    It  is  not  less  our  interest  than  theirs  that 
our  poor  nei^hbonrs  should  enjoy  the  conveniencies 
and  decencies  of  life ;  that  they  should  possess  the 
means,  of  wliich  many  of  them  are  entu-ely  destitute, 
of  beino-  cleanly  and  observant  of  domestic  propriety, 
having'each  their  own  home  for  their  own  family,  and 
enjoy?n«-,  if  not  many  of  the  comforts  of  life,  yet  at 
least,  the  blessings  of  which  none  ought  to  be  de- 
prived, and  which  are  common  even  to  the  beasts  of 
the  field— the  pure  elements  of  air  and  water,  so  ne- 
cessary to  the  continuance  of  man's   health  and 
strength."    In  the  mother  country,  great  efforts  have 
been^nade  during  the  last  few  years,  and  are  still 
being  made,  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  labour- 
ing poor;  their  difficulties  far,  far  exceed  tliose  of 
Jamaica  ;  their  over-loaded  population,  and  the  ter- 
rors of  approaching  winter,  are  evils  that  are  not  felt 
here.    There  are,  however,  peculiarities  in  the  cli- 
mate and  position  of  this  island  which  render  sanitary 
measures  even  more  necessary.    In  this  tropical  clime 
putrefaction  is  more  energetic  ;  vegetation  more  ra- 
pid and  rank  than  in  a  temperate  one.    The  rains 
here  are,  for  the  most  part,  confined  to  certain  sea- 
sons of  the  year,  alternating  with  intense  heats  ;  and 
when  they  do  come  falling  in  torrents,  mundating  the 
whole  surface,  and  being  afterwards  subjected  to  the 
broiling  effects  of  a  fiery  sun,  they  give  off  in  abund- 
ance, emanations  teeming  with  the  seeds  of  disease. 
Sickness  also,  in  the  lowlands  at  least,  is  more  sud- 
den in  its  attack,  more  violent  in  its  progress,  more 
fatal  in  its  nature,  and  more  rapid  in  its  termination. 
I'^xperience  has  proved  that  all  these  evils  are  reme- 
diable, tliat  the  great  mortality  which  has  hitherto 
existed  from  these  causes  is  preventable.    The  real 
difficulty  consists  in  the  impoverished  condition  of 
the  people,  and  in  the  comparatively  small  and  scat- 
tered population,  who  are  able  to  live  throughout  the 
year  inde})endent,  almost,  if  not  altogether,  of  daily 
labour — such  is  the  richness  of  the  soil,  such  the  fer- 
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tiiit.y  of  the  climate,  such  theiibhence  of  all  bitini^  ne- 
oe^sity  to  liihoiir,  that  many,  aye,  the  vast  majority 
of  tiie  lower  rhisses  of  the  population,  eitlier  sfjiiat 
iU)\\  n  in  siilien  laziness,  or  lead  an  idle  migratory  life, 
wanderino-  from  place  to  |)iace  in  a  state  of  partial 
nudity,  siii)sistinj>',  in  a  i-reat  measure,  uj)on  thy  fat- 
ness and  abundance  of  nature.  Jt  is  impossible  to 
shut  out  the  truth  that  much  of  the  present  calamities, 
and  existing-  difficulties,  viz.  :  the  want  of  confidence 
on  the  part  of  the  labourin.!]:  class,  and  their  unwil- 
lingness to  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their 
brows  arise  from  the  unforgoiten  recollections  of 
slavery.  To  the  rising  generation,  therefore,  must  be 
looked  for,  the  improvesnent  of  things  ;  and  although 
the  fruit  may  now  be  effectuaily  sown,  still  the  har- 
vest must  be  contentedly  waited  for  ;  in  the  mean 
time,  bearing  in  mind  the  maxim  that  sains  pojmli 
est  snmma  lex  J'  it  behoves  the  legislature,  it  I)ehoves 
individuals  to  bestir  themselves  for  their  own  preser- 
vation, and  that  of  their  fellowmen.  The  late  awful 
pestilence,  which  came  like  a  clap  of  thunder,  and  in 
u  few  short  months,  engulphed  in  the  silent  tomb,  at 
least  thirty  thousand  of  the  inhabitants,  has  not  even 
yet  left  these  shores.  An  all-wise  and  an  all-seeing 
Providence  alone  can  tell  how  soon  it  may  resume 
its  sway  ;  but  after  such  an  example,  such  an  ordeal,, 
shall  the  means  be  neglected  of  mitigating,  if  not  pre- 
venting the  ravages  of  such  a  fell  destroyer  of  the  hu- 
man race?  While,  however,  attention  is  drawn  to 
the  evident  and  fearful  effects  of  this  sad  visitation, 
let  it  not  be  overlooked  that  more  quiet,  but  not  less 
fatal  diseases  annually  thin  the  numbers  of  the  com- 
munity, and  have  done  so  year  after  year,  unper- 
ceived  and  attracting  no  public  attention,  through  the 
neglect  of  one  of  the  most  important  measures  of  sa- 
nitary reform,  a  registration  of  births  and  deaths. — 
But  fortunately  for  humanity,  the  remedy  against 
cholera  is  the  remedy  against  all  the  other  diseases. 

The  Central  Board  of  Health,  in  pursuance  of  these 
views,  and  the  urgently  and  immediately  demanded  sa- 
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nitary  imorovments,  have,  in  conformity  >vith  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act,  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  go- 
vernor in  coLincil  a  code  of  rules,  and  bye-laws,  which 
was  recommended  for  adoption  in  those  parts  of  the 
island  where  epidemic  diseases  continued  to  prevail. 
It  is  however,  a  subject  of  regret,  that  the  intentions 
of  the  Board  could  not  be  enforced,  or  as  fully  carri> 
ed  out,  as  were  desired  ;  deficiences  in  the  law  being 
discovered,  and  there  being  a  total  absence  of  any 
power  to  compel  the  observance  of  rules,  or  to  punish 
any  omissions  which  were  not  already  created  offen- 
ces under  existing  statutes,  the  Board  were  unable  to 
effect  any  other  good  purpose  in  this  respect,  than  im- 
peratively to  call  by  circular  upon  the  proper  authori- 
ties for  rigid  enforcement  of  the  police  law,  the  high- 
way, and  the  towns  and  communities'  acts,  in  their 
respective  parishes.  Should  the  legislature,  in  its  wis- 
dom, consider  it  necessary  to  continue  beyond  the 
present  limitation,  the  existence  of  a  Central  Board 
of  Health,  together  with  the  powers  granted  under  the 
present  law,  it  is  then  earnestly  recommended  that  a 
defined  executive  authority  should  be  given  them,  and 
the  machinery  clearly  pointed  out,  whereby  the  due 
and  effectual  execution  of  the  bye-laws  and  rules  may 
be  enforced,  under  the  controul  and  by  the  direction 
of  the  Central  Board  of  Health. 

For  the  convenience  and  simplifying  as  much  as 
possible,  the  labours  of  the  Board,  it  was  deemed  ad- 
visable to  classify  the  various  subjects  which  formed 
the  principal  objects  of  inquiry,  and  in  submitting  the 
result  of  these  investigations  to  the  consideration  of  the 
legislature,  the  same  classification  has  beenadhered  to, 
and  the  subject  divided  into  five  sections ;  this  plan 
being  considered  easier  for  reference  and  more  in  de- 
tail than  it  otherwise  would  be  for  legislative  pur- 
poses. The  following  points  have  chiefly  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  Board,  constituting  as  they  neces- 
sarily do,  the  princif>al  features  of  san't'iry  reform, 
and  demanding,  as  their  importance  mu?>*  immediate 
attenri'jn  for  the  public  safety  : — 
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Firstly — The  subject  of  quarantine. 

Secondly — The  prevenlion  of  epidemic,  en- 
demic, and  contao'ious  diseases,  including  the 
subject  of  vaccination. 

Thirdly — The  present  sanitary  condition  of 
towns  and  villages,  including  the  dwellings  of 
the  poor,  and  the  application  of  town  refuse  to 
agricultural  purposes. 

Fourthly — The  providing  of  medical  relief 
throughout  the  island,  together  with  protection 
to  medical  practitioners. 

Fifthly — The  registration  of  births  and  deaths. 

The  Central  Board  of  Health,  in  laying  before  the 
legislature  this  report,  would  desire  to  absolve  them- 
selves, from  the  supposition  that  it  is  either  as  full  or 
complete  as  could  have  been  wished ;  but  the  difficul- 
ties and  obstacles  already  alluded  to,  together  with 
the,.almQst  impossibility  of  obtaining,  by  lengthened 
exaniinafions,  and  through  the  agency  of  correspon- 
dence, satisfactory  information  in  respect  to  the  ex- 
isting institutions,  accompanied  with  those  statistical 
facts,  absolutely  required  as  the  basis  for  legislative 
action,  within  the  time  limited  by  law ,  have  rendered 
it  clear  that  much  valuable  matter  continues  still 
shrouded  from  public  observation,  and  there  cannot 
be  a  doubt,  that  if  enquiries  were  further  prosecuted 
by  competent  individuals,  in  the  respective  parishes, 
manv  useful,  beneficial  and  effective  measures,  would 
be  brought  to  light,  as  imperatively  required  for  the 
preservation  of  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that 
"while  thousands  of  pounds  are  being  expended  in  the 
laudable  desire  of  increasing  population,  through  the 
means  of  emigration,  the  lives  of  those  already  set- 
tled here  are  being  hourly  in  peril  from  the  neglect 
and  inattention  to  sanitary  iuiprovements. 
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QUARANTINE. 

"  Principiis  ohsta:  venienli  occurrite  morho.''' 

The  subject  of  quarantine  is  one  of  vital  import- 
ance as  concerns  the  public  and  the  individual. 

The  term  quarantine,  from  the  Italian  quaranta^'' 
signifying  forty,  is  used  to  express  those  legislative 
and  other  enactments  and  rules  under  which  persons 
arriving  in  ports  by  water  or  over  land  from  countries 
or  places  supposed  to  be  suffering  from  contagious  or 
infectious  diseases  are  detained,  and  subjected  to  cer- 
tain restrictions  and  precautionary  measures. 

It  also  comprehends  the  surrounding  of  towns  or 
tracts  of  countries  by  means  of  men  (cordons  sanitaires) 
for  the  purpose  of  either  enclosing  the  diseased  with- 
in their  limits,  or  of  preventing  and  cutting  off  the  ac- 
cess of  the  infected  from  without. 

Quarantine  was  first  established  at  Venice,  in  1403, 
with  the  object  of  preventing  the  introduction  of  the 
plague  from  the  Levant.  A  separate  hospital  for  per- 
sons attacked  by  this  disease  was  established  on  an 
island  near  Venice.  The  practice  of  isolating  pas- 
sengers and  purifying  goods,  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  adopted  till  many  years  after,  about  1485. 

Independent  of  isolation  and  detention  within 
hounds,  quarantine  consisted  of  certain  precaution- 
ary measures  respecting  men,  animals,  goods,  and 
letters. 

The  intention  of  such  measures  was  founded  upon 
the  then  generally  received  assumption  that  by  the 
absolute  interdiction  of  communication  wirh  sick, 
either  by  the  person  or  by  the  infected  articles,  the 
introduction  of  epidemic  disease  into  an  uninfected 
community  would  be  prevented.  An  assumption 
based  upon  the  prevalent  ophiion  that  epidemic  dis- 
eases were  essentially  different  in  their  nature,  each 
being  thought  to  depend  on  its  own  specific  contagion. 
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As  regarded  men  and  animals,  the  object  was  to  keep 
those  actually  infected  from  all  communication  with 
the  healthy,  and  to  detain  those  not  affected  with  the 
ilisease,  s?o  that  should  they  have  imbibed  the  poieon 
v/ithin  their  systems,  it  might  have  time  to  develope 
and  declare  itself.  The  period  of  forty  days  was  se- 
lected as  one,  at  the  expiration  of  which  a  certainty 
-vvas  afforded  that  the  germs  of  disease  did  not  so 
exist. 

As  regards  goods  and  letters,  restrictions  and  pre- 
cautionary measures  were  imposed  upon  them  on 
the  belief  then  prevalent,  that  the  poisonous  prin- 
ciple or  contagion  might  attach  itself  to  them,  and 
through  them  be  transmitted  to  man. 

In  many  places,  chiefly  in  the  Mediterranean,  cer- 
tain buildings  and  enclosures  are  attached  to  sea  ports 
for  the  reception  and  confinement  of  the  crews  and 
passengers  of  vessels  arriving  with  sickness  on  board, 
or  which  have  come  from  places  where  diseasq  was  en- 
demic or  prevailing.  They  are  termed  lazarettos,  and, 
for  the  most  part,  consist  of  various  detached  build- 
ings with  courts  between,  the  whole  being  encircled 
with  high  walls.  They  are  generally  constructed  in 
situations  out  of  the  town  apart  frofn  dwellings,  on 
the  sea  coast,  and,  in  some  instances,  on  a  rock  or  is- 
land near  the  coast. 

Attached  to  these  institutions  are  large  buildings 
or  w  arehouses,  in  which  goods,  supposed  to  be  capa- 
ble of  retaining  contagion,  such  as  wool,  cotton,  lea- 
ther, silk,  paper,  &c.  are  detained  and  purified. 

This  is  done  by  exposing  thern  freely  to  the  air, 
and  stirring  and  moving  them  about  frequently. 

These  duties  are  performed  by  persons  termed 
guards,  who  reside  within  the  walls,  and  are  well  paid 
for  the  confinement  and  risk  they  run. 
-  With  regard  to  vessels  arriving  at  places  where  no 
lazarettos  exist,  they,  with  their  crews,  passengers, 
and  cargoes,  are  sent  to  an  anchorage  at  some  distance 
from  the  town  and  shore,  known  as  the  quarantine 
ground,  and  there  they  are  strictly  guarded  ;  any 
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hrench  of  the  rules  helns;  visited  with  a  heavy  penal- 
ty, extending-  even  to  the  t'orleiuire  of  life  itself. 
'  Such  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  instituti(»n  and  in- 
tentions of  quarantine,  as  generally  adopted,  in  most 
countries,  and  constituted  cs  a  distinct  and  sepa- 
rate code  of  laws.  Eai  li  country,  however,  has  enact- 
ed such  rep:ulations  as  appeared  best  suited  to  attain 
its  own  object.  The  conse(]uence  is,  that,  great  vari- 
ations have,  at  different  times,  and  in  different  places, 
occurred.  Thus  the  period  of  detention  imposed  for 
the  same  disease  varies  in  different  countries.  The 
very  diseases  for  which  quarantine  restrictions  are  en- 
forced also  vary,  thus  one  imposes  them  for  yellow 
fever;  another* and  adjoining  country  overlooks  this 
disease,  but  declares  it  necessary  for  cholera;  a  third 
imposes  it  for  small  pox,  measles,  &c.  diseases  un- 
heeded by  the  majority,  but  not  for  cholei*a  or  yel- 
low fever. 

It  is  obvious  that  quarantine  restrictions,  if  really 
fulfdling  all  that  they  are  intended  to  do,  afford  most 
invaluable  protection  to  the  country  enforcing  them. 
At  the  same  time  it  is  clear,  that  if  they  fail  of  afford- 
ing this  protection,  if  they  merely  give  rise  to  a  false 
security,  their  imposition — their  existence  becomes  an 
irksome  encumbrance — interrupting  commerce,  ob- 
structing national  intercourse,  periling  life,  fostering 
and  engendering  disease,  and  squandering  hirge  sums 
of  the  public  revenue. 

Doubts,  as  to  the  eificacy  of  the  quarantine  regula- 
tions, have  existed  for  some  time  among  European 
and  other  nations.  These  have  become  gradually 
stronger  and  stronger,  till  at  length  the  leading  na- 
tions have  so  relaxed  the  restrictions,  and  abcindoned 
the  practice,  th-.it  the  law  has  virtually  become,  m 
many  of  them,  a  dead  letter. 

The  (  leneral  Board  of  Health,  in  England,  in  I84D, 
pu})lished  a  report  on  this  subject,  in  which  the  con- 
clusion is  arrived  at,  after  due  consideration  and  a 
careful  weighing  of  the  vast  mass  of  accumulated  ex- 
perience and  observations  of  authentic  authoritieg  in 
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all  parts  of  the  f^luhe,  that  the  mv^vxxsi  emplovrd  are 
inadequate  to  effect. the  desired  end,  thus  eoiiViriijin<; 
a  previously  expressed  opinion,  "  that  internal  sani"^ 
tary  arrangements,  and  not  quarantine  and  sanitary 
lines,  are  the  safeguards  of  nations,"  an  enunciation 
in  accordance  with  the  experience  and  views  of 
France,  Belgium,  Russia,  Austria,  Spain,  and  other 
enlightened  nations;  the  result  of  which  is,  that,  at 
the  present  time,  a  congress  of  representatives  from 
the  difierent  nations  has  assembled  at  Paris  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  subject,  and  adopting 
some  ultimate  and  determinate  plan. 

In  treating  upon  this  subject,  the  Central  Board  of 
Health  may  probably  be  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of 
causing  unnecessary  alarm  in  the  minds  of  many. — 
The  abolition  of  quarantine  is  considered  by  numijers 
-to  be  a  most  unw  arrantable  act  of  rashmess;  its  mo- 
dification a  most  presumptuous  innovation. 

A  rooted  prejudice  exists  against  the  abolition  or 
reform  of  old  customs,  especially  against  altering  one 
which  has  been  held  up  as  effecting  so  desirable  an 
object.  The  majority  of  mankind  are  quite  willing 
to  take  the  assertion  of  its  efiicacy  as  truth,  and  to 
consider  it  as  one  of  the  most  useful  safeguards  for 
the  protection  of  life.  Indeed  it  may  be  said  that  so 
far  as  popular  opinion  is  concerned,  in  spite  of  all  the 
evidence  to  the  contrary,  so  far  from  considering  qua- 
rantine as  ineffectual,  or  its  present  restrictions  as 
unnecessarily  severe,  it  rather  doubts  if  the  restric- 
tions are  sufficiently  so.  In  performing  their  duty, 
however,  the  Board  are  actuated  solely  by  a  desire 
to  suggest  what  they  believe  to  be  best  for  the  pub- 
lic good ;  and,  in  doing  so,  they  have  availed  themselves 
of  every  means,  within  their  power,  to  arrive  at  a  true 
state  of  matters,  so  as  to  enable  the  legislature  to 
draw  up  and  promulgate  such  enactments  as  may  af- 
ford all  necessary  protection  to  the  island  ;  and  at  the 
same  time  to  remove  all  useless  and  unnecessary  re- 
strictions from  those  who  may  be  subjected  to  their 
imposition. 
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As  previouslv  stated,  the  object  of  quaimitiiie  is  to 
prevent  the  introduction  ot  epidemic  disease  from  one 
country  into  another,  and  its  regulations  are  based  ou 
the  assumption  of  the  contagiousness  of  the  (Jisease 
with  which  it  deals,  such  diseases  being-  supposed  to 
be  propagated  by  contact  direct  or  indirect  ot  the 
unaflected  with  the  affected. 

The  origin  of  each  epidemic  disease  was  considered 
to  depend  upon  a  specific  poison,  and  this  view,  at 
first  glance,  seemed  to  be  confirmed  by  the  vast  differ- 
ence'^)bservable  between  typhus,  scarlatina,  influenza, 
plague,  yellow  fever,  small  pox,  and  cholera. 

The  prevalent  opinion  of  the  day  is  that  all  these 
diseases,  however  different  in  appearance,  derive  their 
origin  from  one  common  agent,  essentially  the  same 
in  nature,  but  modified  by  peculiarities  of  climate  and 
other  circumstances,  which,  under  varying  conditions, 
gives  rise  to  various  forms  or  types  of  disease,  each 
having  definite  characters,  and  running  a  particular 
course.  How  else  shall  we  account  for  the  overflow- 
ing of  the  Nile  producing  plague;  that  of  the  Ganges, 
cholera,  that  of  the  parts  within  the  Tropics,  yellow 
fever?  How  else  for  the  sudden  origin  of  diseases  in 
the  interior  of  countries,  or  on  board  vessels  on  the 
broad  ocean  ?  How^  shall  w  e  account  for  the  appear- 
ance of  new  diseases  in  countries  where  they  never 
pre-existed,  or  for  the  disappearance  of  particular  dis- 
eases from  places  where  they  once  prevailed  ? 

One  fact,  however,  is  allowed  by  all ; — whatever 
may  be  the  supposed  origin  of  epidemics,  that  there  is 
a  great  resemblance  between  them  in  tlreir  requiring 
an  atmospheric  medium,  and  spreading  through  the 
agency  of  certain  atmospheric  conditions ; — ^that  they 
all  obey  similar  laws  of  diffusion,  irreconcilable  by 
the  theory  of  contagion  alone ; — -that  they  all  infest  the 
same  sort  of  localities  ; — that  they  all  attack  chiefly 
the  same  classes,  and  for  the  most  part,  persons  of 
like  ages,  and  that  their  intensity  is  increased  or  di- 
minished by  the  same  sanitary  and  social  conditions. 
The  prevalent  opinion  of  the  spread  of  an  epidemic  is, 
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that  (his  is  effected  through  the  mednim  oftheatmos- 
j>here  ;  ~t!)at,  in  order  I'or  a  di^ease  to  extend  itself, 
tht'ie  must  be,  ijulep(^ndent  of  its  own  existence,  a 
pe  culiar  atmospherical  condition,  which  latter  is  es- 
seiuial  to  the  propagation  of  every  epidemic.  A  dis- 
ease may  exist,  it  may  originate  in  the  place,  it  may 
be  imported,  but  yet,  unless  this  certain  requisite  ex- 
ists, it  will  not  spread  amoni^  the  mass.  It  may  oc- 
cur, and  be  sporadic— scattered  here  and  there. 
''  Sydenham,  who  practiNcd  w  hile  the  plague  ravaged 
England, — Mead,  who  studied  it  profoundly,  and 
Kussel,  of  .'lieppo,  w  ho  lived  vviiere  it  raged  for  three 
years,  have  all  taught  us  that  without  the  essential 
preliminary  of  an  epidemic  atmosphere  on  the  spot, 
foreign  contagion  is  inert  ;  and  that  unless  both  con- 
cur, no  pestilence  ensues.  Hence  this  latter  states 
that  the  city  of  Aleppo,  though  in  unrestricted  and 
constant  communication  with  li^gypt  and  other  parts 
of  the  Turkish  empire,  where  the  plague  appears  an- 
nually, used  to  be  affected,  on  an  average,  only  once 
in  ei'i.hteen  \ears.  The  unknown  iuiluence  which 
they  called  an  epidemic  atmosphere,  was  also  reck- 
oned by  the  ancients  to  he  the  invariable  forerunner, 
or  concommitant  of  spreading  sickness.  In  their 
iudsrmenf,  half  the  cause,  at  least  one  blade  of  the 
destroying  shears  is  forged  at  home  ;  and,  without  it, 
the  other  cannot  do  the  work  of  fate." 

So  also  Sanctorius  says:  ''Things  infected  with 
the  plague  communicate  their  infection  as  long  as  the 
proximate  and  remote  causes  subsist,  one  of  which 
ceasing,  the  infection  ceases,  like  as  the  motion  of  a 
clock  stops  if  only  a  single  tooth  ofoneof  the  wdieels 
is  obstructed." 

The  question  of  the  contagion,  or  non-contagion  of 
a  disease,  is  quite  a  secondary  matter  as  regards  qua- 
rantine. Some  epidemic  diseases  are  allowed,  by 
universal  consent,  to  be  non- infectious  ;  others  are,  in 
this  respect,  subjudice;  others,  again,  do  most  de- 
cidedly increase  by  communication  ;  but  they  do  not 
always  spread  when  present,  thus  shewing  that  some- 
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thing  more  than  mere  contagion  is  necessary.  But 
Avhat  this  certain  something  is  we  know  not.  Theo- 
ries have  been  formed,  opinions  given  as  to  its  nature^ 
but  as  yet  chemistry,  with  all  her  powers,  has  failed 
to  detect  it;  but  nevertheless  experience  has  taught 
us  that  it  does  exist,  and  that  when  present  it  is  the 
chief  propagator  of  every  disease  ;  it  baffles  quaran- 
tine, and  sets  at  nought  all  its  restrictions. 

An  additional  proof  that  a  peculiar  state  of  the  at- 
mosphere, does  generally,  if  not  always,  precede  and 
accompany  spreading  diseases,  is  the  appearance  of 
certain  natural  signs  or  phenomena.  The  historian 
Livy,  attributes  the  origin  of  a  pestilence  to  this  cause. 
*'  The  year  was  remarkable,  he  observes,  for  a  cold 
and  snowy  winter,  so  that  the  roads  were  impassable 
and  the  Tiber  completely  frozen.  This  deplorable 
winter,  whether  it  was  from  the  unseasonable  state 
of  the  year,  which  suddenly  changed  to  an  opposite 
state,  or  some  other  cause,  was  succeeded  by  intense 
heat,  pestilential  and  destructive  to  all  kinds  of 
animals." 

The  connection  between  famine,  however  produced, 
and  pestilence,  has  been  noticed  in  all  ages  of  the 
world. 

An  enormous  increase  of  insects  has  frequently 
been  observed  to  precede  a  pestilence.  Thus,  in 
3610,  Constantinople  was  infested  with  crowds  of 
grasshoppers  of  great  size,  that  devoured  every  green 
thing,  and  the  next  year  the  plague  carried  off  two 
hundred  thousand  inhabitants  of^that  city. 

The  presence  of  locusts  and  pestilence  is  often 
mentioned  in  holy  writ. 

We  read  also  of  the  disappearance  of  birds  from 
places  immediately  before  the  advent  of  epidemics, 
and  the  death  of  those  confined  in  cages,  and  of  the 
occasional  prevalence  of  epizootic  diseases,  arising 
among  horses,  cattle,  and  domestic  animals  gcineraf- 
Jy,  as  also  of  epiphytics  or  blights  in  the  vegetable 
kmgdom,  previous  to,  or  simultaneous  witli,  the  ap- 
pearar.ce  of  pef>tilr-nce  among  human  beings. 
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It  is  stated  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Commis- 
sioners that  contemporaneously  with  the  change 
noted  in  the  character  of  fever  in  the  London  fern- 
hospital,  an  analogous  change  had  been  observed  by 
the  professors  of  veterinary  medicine  and  surgery  in 
the  diseases  of  dogs,  horses,  sheep,  and  cattle,Viame- 
Jy—a  change  from  an  inflammatory  type  to  one  of  de- 
bility, and  that  this  had  been  observed  to  be  particu- 
larly the  case  with  regard  to  all  the  diseases  properly 
considered  epidemic,  to  which  these  animals  are  sub- 
ject. 

These  phenomena,  and  others  affecting  the  tempe- 
rature, humidity  and  electricity  of  tlie  air  have  been 
observed,  and  described  as  attending  almost  every 
epidemic  disease  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  ;  as 
regards  cholera,  we  find  them  alluded  to  from  its  ap- 
pearance at  Jessore  in  India,  in  May,  1817.  We 
find  them  accompanying  it  through  its  wonderful  and 
mysterious  march,  till  we  have  an  opportunity  of  wit- 
nessing the  facts  ourselves.  Look  at  the  clear  and 
unmistakeable  evidence  of  some  peculiar  influence 
evincing  an  unusual  constitution  of  the  atmosphere, 
appreciable  to  the  senses  of  all,  noticed  and  observed 
by  many  during  cholera.  Its  very  course  has  been 
peculiar  and  irreconcilable  with  the  laws  of  contagion; 
.it  has  for  the  most  part  extended  itself  in  one  dij'ec- 
tion  from  East  to  West. 

Experience  all  over  the  world  has  most  satisfacto- 
rily shewn,  that  such  an  atmospheric  influence  may 
exist  over  an  extensive  space,  and  yet  the  epidemic 
disease  prevalent  corifine  or  limit  its  violence  to  cer- 
tain localities  ;  in  fact  localizing  causes  are  required, 
and  it  is  by  attending  to  these  conditions,  and  remov- 
ing them,  that  we  can  prevent  its  attack,  or  arrest  its 
ravages.  This  is  true  of  ail  epidemic  and  endemic 
diseases  :  experience  has  proved  it  to  apply  to  all. — ■ 
This  is  what  Dr.  Christison  meant,  wiien  he  wrote  the 
sentence,  '*  Cleanliness  and  ventilation  will  speedily 
extinguish  any  epidemic." 

To  these  cau:?cs  Dr.  Bancroft  alluded  ;     It  is  for- 
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tunate  for  mankind  that  the  communication  of  the 
conta-ion  of  the  yjlague  depends  upon  the  co-opera- 
tion of  so  many  favorable  circumstances,  and  particu- 
larly upon  that  of  a  suitable  temperature,  and  of  cer- 
tain aptitudes  and  susceptibilities  in  the  human  sub- 
ject for  without  such  requisites,  or  such  obstacles  to 
its  propagation,  the  earth  might  long  ago  have  become. 

desolate."  . 

Assalini,  in  writing  on  the  plague,  says,  Uurmg 
my  stay  at  Jaffa,  I  made  use  of  no  extraordinary 
means  to  avoid  it.  1  was  convinced  that  the  disease 
was  epidemic,  and  that  if  my  health  became  impaired 
by  a  concurrence  of  any  causes  whatever,  I  could  not 
escape  it,  even  by  the  most  strict  seclusion  ;  no,  not 
even  if  I  had^  been  surrounded  by  the  whole  guard  of 
health  (garde  sanitaire.)  As  I  was  persuaded  that 
obstructed  perspiration,  damp  and  infected  air,  the 
exhalations  of  marshes,  and  bad  food  were  the  princi- 
pal causes  of  this  disease,  I  endeavoured  to  avoid 
unhealthy  places,  damp  and  cold  air,  and  made  use 
of  the  best  food  \  could  procure,  and  as  I  knew  the 
influence  of  the  affections  of  the  mind  in  predispos- 
ing to  disease,  I  avoided  all  melancholy  ideas,  by 
being  always  employed." 

The  same  feelina:  actuated  Rush.  "  To  all  natural 
evil,"  he  says,  "  the  author  of  nature  has  kindly  pre- 
pared an  antidote.  Pestilential  fevers  furnish  no  ex- 
ception to  this  remark.  The  means  of  preventing 
them  are  as  much  under  the  power  of  human  reason 
and  industry,  as  the  means  of  preventing  the  evils  of 
lightning  and  common  fire.  I  am  so  satisfied  of  the 
truth  of  this  opinion,  that  I  look  for  the  time  when 
our  courts  of  law  shall  punish  citits  and  villages  for 
permitting  any  of  the  sources  of  malignant  fevers  to 
exist  within  their  jurisdiction." 

It  was  a  consciousness  of  the  same  truth  which  in- 
duced Dr.  Watson  thus  to  write  :  *'  IVow  it  is  a  very 
instructive  fact  respecting  this  disease  (small  pox) 
thus  rankly  contagious,  and  arising  from  no  other 
source  than  contagion,  that  when  it  is  epidemic  in  any 
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place,  many  instances  of  it  occur  which  wo  can  by  no 
means  trace  to  contagion."  J)r.  Greccory  tells'  us, 
that  of  the  numerous  cases  received  into  the  small 
pox  hospital,  (to  which  he  has  long  been  physician), 
not  one  in  twenty  is  capable  of  being  referred  to  anv 
known  source  of  infection,  the  disease  being  ascribed 
by  the  patient  to  cold,  fatigue,  change  of  air,  or  some 
t)ther  innocent  circumstance."  Whatever  share 
contagion  may  have  in  the  propagation  of  an  epi- 
demic disease,  it  is  quite  certain  that  of  itself  it  is 
not  sufficient.  Hitherto  its  powers  have  been  over- 
rated. 

The  history  of  epidemic  diseases,  and  the  annals  of 
different  countries  in  which  quarantine  has  been  en- 
forced in  innumerable  instances,  declare  its  insufficien- 
cy to  check  the  introduction  of  disease.  Times  with- 
out number  has  it  failed,  and  even  in  some  cases  its 
apparent  success  may  frequently  be  called  in  ques- 
tion. When  we  consider  the  capricious  and  myste- 
rious course  which  disease  often  assumes,  we  are  apt 
to  attribute  to  the  imposition  of  quarantine  what  is 
really  due  to  the  peculiar  character  of  the  disease. 

Having  thus  considered  the  soundness  of  the  fun« 
<lamerital  principle  of  quarantine,  it  now  remains  for 
us  to  consider  some  of  its  restrictions  and  regulations, 
and  to  observe  if  their  imposition,  as  at  present  prac- 
tised, is  necessary,  and  whether  it  is  attended  with 
positive  good  or  positive  harm. 

We  may  here  quote  the  words  of  the  report  on  qua- 
rantine, published  by  the  General  Board  of  Health, 
in  1849.  "  We  are  advised  by  custom  house  officers, 
and  other  competent  persons,  that  there  are  at  pre- 
sent, as  there  might  be  expected  to  be,  such  exten- 
sive evasions  of  the  quarantine  regulations  as  to  ren- 
der them  a  nullity  for  any  protection  on  the  theory 
of  contagion.  The  whole  of  the  passengers  and  crew 
being  exposed  to  grievous  inconvenience  on  account 
|of  the  sickness  of  individuals,  it  is  the  practice  to 
prevail  on  the  sick  to  misrepresent  the  nature  and 
cause  of  their  sickness  \  thus,  rheumatism,  catarrh, 
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scurvy,  (iiarrhcpa,  sea-sickness,  are  frequently  assign- 
ed for  febrile  and  epidemic  attacks." 

*'  When  those  only  are  dealt  with,  who  are  sick,  or 
affected  with  premonitory  symptoms,  and  dealt  witli 
V)y  appropriate  treatment,  having  regard  mainly  to 
their  o\vn  ])enefit,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to 
alarm  them,  and  to  lead  tliem  to  imagine  that  they  are  to 
be  sacrificed  to  a  feeling  of  apprehension,  in  behalf 
of  others,  we  may  fairly  expect  less  of  concealment, 
and  so  far  as  the  absence  of  concealment  is  concern- 
ed, less  of  real  danger  of  the  escape  of  cases  of  ma- 
lignant epidemics  than  under  the  present  system. 

The  practice  of  thrusting  persons  into  lazarettos, 
or  confining  them  in  \  essels,  apart  from  all  communi- 
cation and  medical  aid,  is  unnecessary.  I'he  narrow- 
ness  of  the  sphere  of  alleged  contagion  is  a  subject 
which  has  long  engrossed  the  attention  of  many. — 
Numerous  instances  have  been  adduced,  the  results  of 
careful  and  extensive  experience,  which  prove  that 
the  emanations  arising  from  living  bodies  do  not  ex- 
tend beyond  a  few  feet.  Thus,  from  the  experiments 
of  J)r.  Haygarth,  for  determining  the  absolute  dis- 
tances to  which  the  power  of  contagion  or  infection 
extends  in  different  disorders,  the  result  was,  *'  that 
where  ventilation  is  comjjlete,  in  other  words  where 
the  gazeous  poison  is  freely  diluted  with  atmospheric 
air,  the  sphere  of  its  operation  is  very  limited."  As 
regards  emanations  from  living,  healthy,  or  diseased 
bodies,  Drs.  Percival,  Ferrier,  Carmichael,  Currie, 
Ilussel,  Roberts,  Arnott.  Alison,  Christison,  and 
many  others,  to  quote  the  words  of  the  report  on 
quarantine,  "  deny  that  exhalations  from  the  living 
body  are  capable  of  permanent  suspension  in  the  at- 
mosphere, or  that  they  can  be  conveyed  unchan2:ed 
through  pure  air  to  great  distances.  They  regard  it 
as  establisned  by  an  indubitable  body  of  evidence, 
that  the  moment  these  exhalations  come  in  contact 
with  the  external  atmosphere  they  arediffused  through 
it:  that  by  such  diffusion  their  injurious  properties 
are  destroyed,  and  that  though  when  pent  up  in  close 
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unventilated  rooms,  they  may  acquire  permanent  con- 
centration and  virulence,  vet  when  they  once  pa.ss 
into  the  ocean  of  air,  they  disappear  as  a  single  drop 
of  rain  is  lost  in  the  ocean  of  water,"  and  these  au- 
thorities view  the  properties  thus  possessed  hy  air, 
to  neutralize  and  destroy  these  exhalations  as  a  pro- 
vision of  nature  for  ourwell  heinj*-.  Dr.  Christison, 
ill  an  article  on  fever,  in  the  Library  of  Practical  Me- 
dicine, gives  a  strildng  illustration  of  the  effect  of  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  concentration  of  the  poison  of  ty- 
phus fever,  as  observed  in  the  wards  of  the  Edinburgh 
hospital,  where,  if  fever  patients  were  admitted  onlv 
nnder  a  certain  proportion  to  the  other  patients,  the 
fever  did  not  spread  ;  but  if  beyond  that  proporlion  the 
persons  about  them  were  seized  and  very  exactly  in 
the  ratio  of  their  exposure  to  the  infection,  the  nurses 
preceding  the  clerks  and  house  surgeons,  then  the 
dressers,  and  then  the  general  students  and  physicians, 
and  it  was  remarked  that  none  of  the  persons  so  at- 
tacked when  removed  to  their  private  dwellings,  com- 
municated the  disease  to  their  attendants."  Similar 
observations  have  been  made  by  the  physicians  of  the 
London  hospitals.  "The  London  fever  hospital,  is  se- 
parated from  the  small  pox  hospital,  only  by  the  space 
of  between  thirty  and  forty  feet,  and  the  windows  of 
the  wards  of  both  establishments  are  immediately  op- 
posite to  each  other,  yet  there  is  no  instance  of  the 
communication  of  small  pox  to  the  typhus  patients,  nor 
of  typhus  to  the  small  pox  patients,  nor  of  either  di- 
sease to  the  convalescent,  or  to  the  official  inmates 
of  the  adjoining  establishment.  There  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  a  single  instance  on  record,  in  any  country, 
of  the  extension  of  infection  beyond  the  wall  of  an 
hospital,  or  even  of  a  lazar  house,  so  as  to  injure  in  any 
manner  the  nearest  inhabitant."  There  is  little  doubt 
that  the  contagious  principle  of  every  disease  has  been 
overrated.  This  Dr.  Christison  distinctly  states,  re- 
lative to  typhus  fever,  "  The  infection  of  continued 
fever  is,  for  the  most  part,  by  no  means  virulent.  This 
is  contrary  to  universal  prejudice  among  iinprofes- 
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sional  persons,  and  to  the  opinion  entertainc^d  even  by 
some  members  of  the  medical  profession.  But  it  is 
nevertheless  certain,  so  far  as  minute  observation  of 
several  violent  epidemics,  during  the  last  twenty  years, 
can  determine  the  point  that  moderate  precautions  wdl 
render  the  infectious  atmosphere  inert.  Cleanliness 
and  ventilation  will  speedily  extinguish  any  epidemic, 
for  it  is  well  ascertained  that  fever,  communicated  to 
an  individual  in  the  better  ranks  by  attendance  on  the 
sick  in  hospital,  is  very  rarely  propagated  in  his  own 
station,  or  to  any  of  his  attendants  :"  exactly  the  same 
facts  have  been  observed  Avith  regard  to  plague  and 

cholera. 

Few  medical  men  in  private  practice,  imagine  that 
they  run  any  risk  in  visiting  a  patient  sufl'ering  under 
an  epidemic  disease ;  why  therefore  such  strict  regu- 
lations are  to  be  enforced  against  unfortunate  persons 
under  quarantine,  it  is  difficult  to  say.  There  is  no 
danger,  as  experience  distinctly  shews,  in  a  medical 
man  attending  the  sick  in  well  ventilated  rooms. 

Numerous  instances  have  occurred,  proving  the  se- 
rious mischief  accruing  from  the  confinement  and 
overcrowding  which  frequently  takes  place  in  over- 
charged and  tainted  lazarettos  and  ships  ;  not  only  iss^ 
existing  disease  aggravated,  but  in  many  instances  it 
has  given  rise  to,  and  engendered,  fresh  and  even  more 
fatal  affections.  The  history  of  quarantine  teems  with 
such  melancholy  instances.  Few  who  have  not  stu- 
died the  subject,  and  examined  the  evidence  obtained 
from  those  employed  in  carrying  out  these  regulations,, 
can  imagine  the  heart-rending  scenes  that  the  walls  of 
a  lazaretto,  or  the  decks  of  a  vessel  under  quarantine, 
have  witnessed.  In  many  such  cases  the  cause  of  dis- 
ease has  existed  all  the  time  in  the  vessel  itself. 
Sanitary  measures  should  not  be  confined  to  towns 
and  communities  alone.  It  is  now  well  ascertained 
that  a  foul  ship  is  just  as  bad  as  a  filthy  house.  We 
have  it  on  undoubted  authority  that  epidemic  diseases 
do  fre([uently  break  out  and  rage  during  a  voyage. — 
The  mortality  among  merchant  seamen,  from  epi- 
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tieniir  diseases,  is  ^-  rcjit,  and  uere  it  not  that  sea- 
men work  in  a  purer  external  atmosphere,  that  they 
are  below  deeks  comparatively  for  short  intervals 
only,  and  that  in  p:eneral  they*^  are  men  at  the  most 
robust  periods  oC  life,  it  is  probable  that  epidemic 
disease  would  be  still  more  frequent  amonj?  them 
an  inference,  supported  by  the  fact  that,  Avhcnever 
passengers,  emigrants,  and  others  are,  owing  to  stor- 
my weather,  much  confined  to  the  berths  below,  some 
form  of  malignant  disease  is  almost  sure  to  break  out. 
The  difference  of  the  mortality  bet^^een  the  merchant 
service  and  the  navy  is,  in  these  days,  very  great,  ow- 
ing, no  doubt,  to  the  great  attention  noxv  paid  to  sa- 
nitary measures  on  board  her  majesty's  ships.  On 
the  subject  of  the  propagation  of  disease  in  ships,  J)r. 
Sutherland  thus  writes:  "  1  f  we  consider  that  .^hips 
are,  in  reality,  floating  buildings,  and  those  of  the 
mercantile  class  usually  of  a  worse  construction  than 
any  w  hich  exist  in  our  towns — that  they  have  no  pro- 
\'is'on  for  ventilation — that  they  are  generally  kept  in  a 
filthy  condition — that  though  requiringconstantdrain- 
age,  as  much  as  any  private  dwelling  does,  there  is  no 
regulation  whereby  this  is  secured — that  when  inport, 
and  especially  in  river  harbours,  which  receive  the 
tirainage  of  towns,  a  portion  of  water,  already  stag- 
nant, or  of  diluted  sewer  Avater,  is  sure  to  pass  in  by 
way  of  leakage,  and  evolve  the  usual  unwholesome 
gases,  and  that  even  putrid  mud  has  been  found  co- 
vering the  bottom  of  such  vessels  ;  in  short  when  we 
have  sanitary  conditions,  as  bad,  or  even  worse  than 
in  the  worst  parts  of  our  crowded  cities  and  towns, 
we  need  not  be  surprized  to  (ind  that  merchant  ships 
are  not  exempt  from  the  operation  of  those  causes 
which  engender  disease  on  land,  and  that  when  they 
happen  to  be  placed  in  epidemic  centres,  the  disease, 
whatever  it  may  be,  obeys  the  usual  law  of  its  propa- 
gation, and  fastens  on  the  sliip  just  as  it  would  do  on 
any  equally  unhealthy  spot  on  shore.    A  foul  bill  of 
health  is  the  consequence,  and  the  vessel  is  put  in 
quarantine  at  the  first  port  where  its  bad  taaitary  re- 
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putation  happens  to  excite  the  fears  of  the  govern- 
ment, or  people."  Such  is  a  description  of  a  mer- 
chant vessel,  but  that  of  an  emigrant  ship  is  far  worse; 
instead  of  this  mortality  among  sailors,  they  ought  tO' 
be  the  healthiest  of  men.  In  such  cases,  however, 
what  horrors,  what  sufferings  does  quarantine  impose  ? 
The  act,  which  places  a  ship  so  circumstanced  under 
restrictions,  and  retains  the  passengers  and  crews  on 
board,  caii*deserve  no  title  but  that  of  recklessness 
and  cruelty,  and  ought  no  longer  to  be  upheld  or  to- 
lerated in  civilized  communities. 

As  regards  the  restrictions  upon  animals,  this,  from 
experience,  appears  to  be  altogether  unnecessary. 
No  authenticated  instance  is  on  record  of  the  disease 
being  so  communicated  to  man.  With  regard  to  the 
plague.  Dr.  M'Lean  informs  us,  that  certain  animals 
are  supposed  to  be  more  susceptible  than  others;  thus, 
the  cat  is  said  to  be  much  more  so  than  the  horse,  in 
fact  the  latter  is  stated  to  be  insusceptible.  Their 
retention  therefore  on  board  can  only  be  productive 
of  cruelty  to  the  animals,  and  of  over-crowding  to  the 
passengers  and  crew. 

Experience  has  fully  shewn  that  the  detention  of 
goods  and  letters  is  unnecessary  ;  the  division  of  the 
former  into  susceptible  and  non-susceptible  appears 
to  be  fanciful  and  capricious.  No  instance  is  adduced 
of  the  guards  of  a  lazaretto  suffering ;  in  fact,  in  all 
countries,  their  immunity  has  been  remarkable.  Witli 
regard  to  bedding  which  has  been  used,  and  soiled 
linen,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  danger  from 
these,  for  a  time,  will  be  commensurate  with  the  dan- 
ger arising  from  the  body  of  the  infected  person.  It 
is  very  much  to  be  doubted  if  even  these  will  retain 
any  communicability  beyond  a  very  limited  period. 
With  regard  to  the  clothes  of  those  dying  of  plague, 
Bruce,  the  traveller,  tells  us  :  "  The  Turks  and  Moors, 
immediately  after  St.  Johns  day,  expose,  in  the 
market  places,  the  clothes  of  the  many  thousands  that 
have  died  of  the  plague  during  its  late  continuance 
and  though  these  consist  of  furs,  cotton,  silk,  and 
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woollen  clothes,  which  are  stuffs  the  most  retentive 
of  the  infection,  no  accident  happens  to  those  who 
wear  them. 

As  regards  letters  and  papers,  no  \vell  authenti- 
cated instances  of  their  giving-  rise  to  the  disease, 
liave  been  brought  forward  ;  whereas  the  opening  and 
detaining  them,  often  entails  mistakes,  delays,  and 
other  serious  inconveniences. 

W e  have  now  to  consider  quarantine  as  conducted 
in  this  island.  The  act  at  present  in  force,  is  one 
passed  19th  December,  1840,  fourth  Victoria,  chap- 
ter twenty-two,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  per- 
formance of  quarantine,  and  to  prevent  the  spreading 
of  infectious  diseases  within  this  island,  and  to  fix  the 
salaries  of  the  health  officers."  It  repeals  an  act  of 
forty-one  George  III,  entitled,  "An  act  to  oblige 
ships  and  other  vessels  coming  from  foreign  parts,  in- 
fected with  malignant  fevers  or  contagious  distempers, 
to  perform  quarantine,  and  for  preventing  the  spread- 
ing of  infection  in  this  island  also  a  certain  other 
act,  fourth  George  I  V,  entitled  "  An  act  for  reducing 
the  fees,  and  for  regulating  the  duties  of  the  health 
officers;"  as  also  an  act,  fifty-eighth  George  111,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  establishing  the  fees  of  health  of- 
icers. 

Clause  2.  Enacts  that  all  persons,  goods,  letters, 
&c.  from  suspected  places,  are  liable  to  quarantine,  at 
discretion  of  government  and  council  ;  includes  pilot. 
]Vo  persons,  goods,  letters,  &c.  permitted  to  be  land- 
ed, until  after  the  expiration  of  quarantine,  unless 
with  license  of  governor,  with  advice  of  privy  council. 
Period  of  quarantine,  and  place  for  performing  qua- 
rantine, to  be  fixed  by  the  same.  Vessels  from  sus- 
pected islands,  though  not  bound  to  this  island,  sub- 
ject on  their  arrival  here  to  quarantine. 

Clause  3.  Goods  particularly  specified,  subject  to 
such  regulations  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  governor 
and^  council. 

Clause  4.  In  case  of  emergency,  governor  cmpow- 
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ered  to  make  orders— governor  may  shorten  time  or 
release  vessels  from  quarantine. 

Clause  5.  Vessels  under  quarantine  shall  hoist  such 
si<^nals  as  may  be  directed.  Vessels  not  undergoing 
quarantine,  not  to  hoist  such  signal  under  a  penalty 

of  £50.  ,  ^ 

Clause  6.  Vessels  from  suspected  places  to  be  vi- 
sited at  a  convenient  distance  from  shore  by  health 
officer  or  assistant.  Masters  of  vessels  required  to 
give  true  answers  to  health  officer.  Penalty  for  false 
rephes. 

Clause  7.  If  vessels  be  required  to  perform  quaran- 
tine, such  vessel  may  be  compelled  to  repair  to  such 
port  as  may  be  appointed  for  the  performance  of 
quarantine.  Any  vessel  from  an  infected  port,  or 
having  contagious  disorder  on  board,  not  reporting 
same,  and  hoisting  signal  appointed,  convicted  and 
liable  to  penalty  of  £200  sterling. 

Clause  8.  Masters  of  vessels  subject  to  quarantine 
to  deliver  bill  of  health,  manifest,  &c.  to  health  officer 
on  demand,  under  a  penalty  of  £100  for  refusing. 

Clause  9.  Masters  of  vessels  under  quarantine  not 
to  land  themselves,  nor  permit  any  person  from  their 
vessel  to  land,  under  a  penal  of  £300  sterling.  Any 
person  leaving  a  vessel  under  quarantine,  may  be 
compelled  to  return  on  board.  Penalty  for  quitting 
vessels  under  quarantine. 

Clause  10.  Persons  undergoing  quarantine  subject 
to  the  directions  of  the  health  officer.  Health  officers 
empowered  to  enforce  their  orders,  and  call  in  assist- 
ance. Persons  called  upon  required  to  assist  in  en- 
forcing quarantine  laws.  Persons  subject  to  quaran- 
tine willfully  violating  the  law,  may  be  compelled  by 
necessary  force,  to  comply  with  the  directions  of  the 
law.  Penalty. 

Clause  II.  Constables  and  peace  officers  empow- 
ered to  seize  any  one  landing  while  under  quarantine, 
and  carry  him  before  a  magistrate.  Justice  to  issue 
his  warrant  to  convey  offender  to  vessel  where  he 
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"svas  performing  quarantine,  or  to  any  place  of  safe 
custody,  except  the  public  gaol. 

Clause  12.  Persons,  boats,  and  vessels  prohibited 
from  going  within  the  limits  assigned  for  performing 
quarantine.  Penalty. 

Clause  13.  Any  officer  embezzling  any  article  under 
quarantine,  declared  incapable  of  holding  such  situa- 
tion, and  forfeits  £100  sterling.  Any  officer  desert- 
ing, or  permitting  goods  under  quarantine  to  be  land- 
ed, or  granting  false  certificate,  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanour. Officer  wilfully  damaging  goods  under  qua- 
rantine, to  pay  £100  sterling,  damages  and  costs  of 
suit,  over  and  above  the  value. 

Clause  14.  Vessels  having  performed  quarantine, 
passengers,  &c.  upon  producing  a  certificate  from 
liealth  officer,  liable  to  no  futher  restrictions. 

Clause  15.  Goods  on  board  vessels  after  being  aired, 
and  certificate  procured  from  proper  officer,  liable  to 
no  further  detention.  Evidence  to  be  given  on  oath 
before  proper  officers. 

Clause  W,  Persons  forging  certificate  guilty  of  mis- 
demeanour. 

Clause  17.  Persons  landing  goods,  &c.  from  ves- 
sels liable  to  perform  quarantine,  to  forfeit  £300  ster- 
ling. Persons  conveying  letters,  goods,  &c,  from 
vessel  actually  under  quarantine,  to  forfeit  £  1 00  ster- 
ling. 

Clause  18.  Persons  authorized  to  take  examina- 
tions, to  administer  an  oath.  Any  person  examined 
by  such  qualified  officer  giving  false  evidence,  guilty 
of  perjury. 

Clause  19.  Governor  to  appoint  officers.  In  case 
of  their  absence  or  sickness,  their  duty  to  be  perform- 
ed by  such  officer  of  the  customs  as  may  be  appoint- 
ed. 

Clause  20.  Advertisement  inserted  by  authority  of 
governor,  or  proclamation,  to  be  sufficient  notice  to 
all  parties  concerned. 

Clause  21.  How  fines  and  penalties  are  to  be  reco- 
vered. 
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The  other  clauses  rebite  to  actions  and  payment  of 
sahiries,  &c.  A  sliort  act  was  passed  appointing- 
commissioners  to  erect  a  lazaretto,  a  sum  oi  £;iOOO 
was  authorised  to  be  raided.  This  was  never  carried 
into  effect,  although  the  committee  has,  on  one  or  two 
occasions,  assembled. 

The  Board  have  procured  evidence  as  regards  the 
present  working  of  the  quarantine  law  in  this  island, 
from  the  majority  of  the  gentlemen  holding  the  ap- 
pointment of  health  officers,  as  also  from  the  harbour 
master  of  Kingston. 

The  Board  of  Health,  after  mature  consideration  of 
the  subject,  feel  it  their  duty  to  declare  that,  as  at 
present  enforced,  the  quarantine  law  does  not  afford 
to  the  public  health  the  protection  it  is  generally 
supposed  to  do.  In  their  opinion,  the  act  does  not 
provide  the  proper  machinery  for  carrying  out  the 
rules  and  regulations  it  intends  to  enforce.  By  clause 
two,  the  power  of  imposing  and  relieving  quarantine 
is  altogether  vested  in  the  governor  and  privy  council. 
The  Board  are  of  opinion  that  this  would  be  more 
easily  and  conveniently  effected  by  means  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Central  Board,  of  whom  a  portion  shall 
be  of  the  medical  profession,  and  that  this  would  be 
preferable. 

In  the  same  clause,  the  pilot  boarding  and  bring- 
ing in  a  vessel  to  port,  is  included  in  the  quarantine. 
Instances  have  been  mentioned  to  the  Board,  and 
are  known  to  one  or  two  of  its  members,  where  the 
crew  of  the  pilot's  boat  also  boarded  and  remained 
on  board  for  some  time,  the  boat  being  kej)t  in  tow 
during  such  time.  It  w^ill  be  observed  that  the  health 
officers  generally  are  not  aware  of  this  practice.  Dr. 
Cooke,  however,  the  health  officer  of  Morant  Bay  and 
Port  Morant,  in  reply  to  the  following  question— 
"  Do  you  know  of  an  instance  or  instances  where  the 
pilot  boarding  a  vessel  at  sea,  has  taken  the  crew  of 
his  boat  on  board,  and  that  the  crew  afterwards  left 
the  vessel  and  returned  on  shore,  leaving  the  pilot  on 
board  to  take  the  vessel  into  port  ?"  states, 
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It  is  their  constant  habit." 
Dr.  Steven's  answer  is,  "The  pih)t  and  his  crew 
are  not  per?nitted  to  leave  a  vessel  till  she  has  been  so 
examined." 

Dr.  Johnstone,  in  his  evidence,  states,  "  The  pilot 
generally  boards  some  distance  from  the  port,  aiid  his 
crew  usually  go  on  hoard  ivitli  him,  towing  the  canos 
with  a  line ;"  and  adds,  the  pilot  never  leaves  the 
vessel  until  boarded." 

Dr.  Bayley's  answer  is — It  is  a  common  practice 
for  the  crew  of  the  pilot  boat  to  go  on  board  the  ves- 
sel at  sea  with  the  pilot,  and  the  boat  is  towed  into 
harbour,  the  crew  of  the  pilot  boat  seldom  return  on 
shore  before  the  pilot." 

Dr.  M'Farlane's  answ^er  is — "  In  general  the  pilot 
boards  the  vessel  at  sea,  but  the  pilot  crew  do  not 
board,  they  proceed,  when  within  a  reasonable  dis- 
tance of  the  anchorage,  for  the  health  officer,  who 
immediately  goes  alongside,  and  ascertains  the  state 
of  the  vessel,  admitting  her  to  pratique,  or  otherwise, 
according  to  circumstances.  1  am  not  aware  of  any 
instance  wdiere  the  crew  of  the  pilot  boat  have  board- 
ed a  vessel,  and  returned  on  shore  leaving  the  pilot 
on  board."  He  afterwards  adds,  in  answer  to  ano- 
ther question,  number  eleven — "  In  my  opinion  the 
system  of  quarantine  at  present  existing,  affords  a  to- 
lerably efficient  protection  to  public  health.  It  is  not 
a  perfect  safeguard  to  the  importation  of  epidemic 
disease,  unless  the  pilots  were  prevented  from  board- 
ing before  ascertaining  the  existence  or  non-existence 
of  disease  on  board,  and  also  having  some  efficient 
means  of  preventing  any  communication  with  the 
shore,  in  the  event  of  a  vessel  being  put  into  quaran- 
tine. " 

Dr.  Lemonius  states — 1  believe  that  the  pilot  only 
goes  on  board  any  vessel,  and  sends  his  canoe  on 
shore." 

The  Central  Board  would  most  urgently  call  the 
attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  fact,  one  they  beleive 
of  no  unfrequent  occurrence — the  inducement  to  go  on 
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board,  or  hold  communication  while  being  towed 
aion^  bv  a  vessel,  is  too  great  a  temptation  to  be  left  to 
the  discretion  of  a  pilot  and  his  crew.  In  other  coun- 
tries the  pilot  boards,  and  his  boat  immediately  quits. 

This  clause  enacts  that  all  vessels  shall  be  subject 
to  the  inspection  of  the  health  officer.  Dr.  Chamber- 
lane,  in  his  evidence,  in  answer  to  question  twenty- 
five,  says — "  All  coasting  vessels  (droghers)  bearing 
the  island  flag,  are  not  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the 
health  officer."    They  are  exempt  by  law. 

In  answer  to  question  twenty-six,  he  replies — "I 
have  heard  they  sometimes  go  to  Cuba  and  Saint  Do- 
mingo- 1  do  not  know  it  as  a  fact.  They  never  ap- 
ply for  a  certificate  as  other  vessels  to  enter  at  the 
customs — no  vessel  can  enter  at  the  customs  without 
producing  the  health  officer's  certificate  of  pratique." 

In  answer  to  question  twenty-seven,  he  says,  "  No, 
they  come  into  port  with  the  island  flag,  and  consi- 
dering it  wrong,  I  have  reported  them.  The  Cayma- 
nas  are  a  dependency  of  Jamaica." 

In  answer  to  question  twenty-eight,  he  says,  "  Yes, 
American  steamers  from  Charges  and  JNew  York, 
come  up  the  harbour  during  night,  at  all  hours.  I 
have  reported  them  to  the  Board  of  Health,  and  to 
the  governor.  They  are  examined  by  the  deputy- 
health  officer  and  myself,  or  report  themselves  on  ar- 
rival to  the  health  officer.  No  prohibitory  measures 
have  been  taken,  and  they  continue  to  do  so,  after 
examination  at  Port  Royal*  and  Kingston." 

The  Board  of  Health  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  legislature  to  the  fact  here  stated.  Since  the 
above  evidence  was  taken,  the  Board  have  received 
from  an  officer  of  her  majesty's  customs,  the  annexed 
memorandum. 

Droghers  or  vessels^  Not  required  to  produce  health 
coastwise.        >  officer's  certificate  on  entry  at 

J  the  customs. 
Droghers  trading  atl  Required  to  produce  health  offi- 
tnnes  beyond  theS-cer's  certificate  every  time  of 
island.  )  entry.     These  vessels  chiefly 
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trade  to  Cuba,  Saint  Domingo, 
and  the  Spanish  Main,  and  can- 
not enter  without  such  docu- 
ment, when  they  change  their 
character. 

Tl  will  ])e  observed  that  this  memorandum  by  no 
means  contradicts  the  above  evidence. 

VVitli  regard  to  the  American  steamers,  they  often 
bring  from  two  hundred  to  three  hundred  passengers. 
The  reporting  them^ielves  after  having  arrived  in 
Kingston,  and  had  free  communication  with  the  shore, 
can  be  of  little  real  utility.  This  is  said  to  occur, 
when  tliey  come  in  during  the  night.  If  the  quaran- 
tine laws,  are  able  to  effect  what  thev  are  intended 
to  do,  they  should  be  most  rigidly  observed ;  if  not, 
they  should  be  modified,  or  abolished. 

As  regards  clause  six,  which  enacts  that  vessels 
from  suspected  places,  are  to  be  visited  at  a  conve- 
nient distance  from  shore,  by  health  officer  or  his  assist- 
ant.— The  Board  must  observe,  that,  in  many  instan- 
ces, the  medical  officer  appears,  in  his  zeal,  to  have 
overstepped  the  bounds  prescribed.  Thus,  Dr.  John- 
stone says,  "  I  board  immediately  on  her  coming  to 
anchor,  and  if  necessary  to  place  the  vessel  in  quar- 
antine, my  instructions  are,  to  place  her  in,  and  to  lee- 
ward of  the  other  vessels  in  the  port." 

Dr.  Bayley  states,  "  The  pilot  has  instructions  if  a 
vessel  has  any  epidemic  disease  on  board,  not  to  bring 
her  into  port.  The  health  officer,  boards  a  vessel 
when  she  comes  into  harbour,  but  no  communication 
is  permitted  with  the  town,  until  the  health  officer 
visits  the  vessel."  In  another  place,  he  writes,  "It 
has  been  my  practice  to  board  the  vessel,  and  person- 
ally examine  the  crew." 

Dr.  Stevens  also  says,  "  Vessels  are  boarded  by  the 
pilot  at  a  distance  from  the  harbour,  who,  before  he 
boards,  ascertains  that  no  sickness  exists,  or  has  ex- 
isted, during  the  voyage.  The  vessel,  if  the  replies 
are  satisfactory,  is  then  brought  into  port,  where  she 
is  boarded  bv  the  health  officer  and  examined." 
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Dr.  Clachar  states,  "The  pilot  is  the  first  to  ascer- 
tain if  there  be  sickness  on  board  of  the  vessel  out- 
side the  port.  If  broii-ht  into  port,  the  health  othcer 
-would,  if  necessary,  place  her  in  quarantine,  and  re- 
port the  same  to  the  Executive,  or  Central  Board  ot 

Health."  ,       ,  V    T  r 

The  Board  must  here  remark  that  the  medical  of- 
ficer boarding  any  vessel,  which  is  afterwards  placed 
in  quarantine,  is' not  contemphited  by  the  act,— m 
fact,  it  is  in  direct  opposition  to  its  principles.  In  some 
of  the  above  answers,  it  appears  as  if  it  were  optional 
with  the  pilot  to  board  a  vessel.— Vide  Dr.  StevenV 
evidence. 

Tiie  Board  must  now  draw  the  attention  of  the 
lej^islature,  to  the  following;  circumstance,  as  one 
fraun-iit  with  the  greatest  mischief.  To  the  question, 
*'  In  your  absence,  the  health  visit  may  be  performed 
by  an  officer  of  the  customs  I  Dr.  ehamberiane,  the 
health  officer  of  Kingston,  answers,  "  Yes,  if  he  is 
sick,  or  temporarily  absent,  the  officer  of  the  customs 
may  act  as  his  substitute,  according  to  the  quaran- 
tine law,  but  the  duty  is  generally  performed  by  a  me- 
dical man  in  such  cases. 

Dr.  Walsh,  his  deputy,  the  acting  health  officer  at 
Port  Royal,  answers,  yes — it  may — it  is  permitted  by 
the  quarantine  act. — Vide  clause  nineteenth. 

Clause  nineteenth  enacts,  that  masters  of  vessels, 
under  quarantine,  are  not  to  land  themselves,  nor  per- 
mit any  person  from  their  vessel  to  land,  under  a  pe- 
nalty of  £.300.  On  this  subject,  the  Board  would 
draw  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  lact,  that 
at  many  of  the  usual  quarantine  grounds,  there  is  no- 
means  of  enforcing  these  restrictions.  To  the  query, 
"Are  there  any  means  of  preventing  communication' 
with  the  shore?"  Dr.  Clachar  answers — ^"  The  an^ 
chorage  is  about  half  a  mile  to  the  leeward,  of  the 
port.  There  are  no  means  of  preventing  communica- 
tion with  the  shore,  except  the  fear  of  penalties  under 
the  quarantine  law."  Dr.  Chamberlane  says,  "  Not 
any,  but  the  commanders  or  masters  are  held  respou- 
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sible  for  the  due  performance  of  quarantine."  After- 
wards he  adds,  "  I  may  mention  that  it  has  been 
known  that  persons  have  sometimes  been  landed  from 
vessels  outside  the  palisades,  and  have  made  their 
May  to  Kingston  with  small  pox  on  tliem."  A  case 
of  this  sort  occurred  about  twentv-four  vears  ajjro — 
the  vessel  was  the  schooner  Montague,  from  Liver- 
pool, the  man  was  apprehended,  and  the  spread  of 
the  disease  prevented." 

Dr.  Jolmstone  says,  There  are  no  means  of  pre- 
ventinj?  communication  with  the  shore,  that  I  am 
aware  of,  further  than  the  strict  orders  of  the  master 
on  board  to  the  contrarv." 

^Pr.  Cooke — "The  crew  can  always  be  prevented — 
not  the  crew  of  the  pilot  boat,  as  they  may  board  and 
gome  on  shore  before  the  vessel  is  in  sight." 

Dr.  Bay  ley — "  There  are  no  means,  to  my  know- 
led«;e,  to  prevent  communication  with  the  shore." 
Tarrant—"  I  am  not  aware  of  any." 

•tland— "  i  know  of  none,  except  through 
Uie  nuenei  ence  of  the  magistrates  and  police." 

M'Farlane — "  There  are  no  means  of  prevent- 
ing communiciition  with  the  shore." 

Dr.  Clarke—"  I  do  not  know  that  there  are  any 
particular  means  of  preventing  communication  with 
the  shore." 

Dr.  Chevers — But  no  means  of  preventing  com- 
munication with  the  shore." 

Dr.  Jelly—"  There  are  no  means  wliatever  of  pre- 
venting communication  with  the  shore." 

Dr.  Potts—"  The  integrity  of  the  master  and  a 

coast  foliar cL'' 

To  the  question,  are  there  any  means  of  preventmg 
communication  between  vessels  in  quarantine,  (at 
Green  Bay,)  and  the  shore  at  night  ? 

Dr.  Walsh  answers,  "  None  whatever. 

IMie  Board  would  here  observe,  that  ni  all  other 
countries  in  which  quarantine  has  been  enforced,  due 
care  has  always  been  taken  to  provide  the  means  of 
carrvin'z:  out  the  restrictions.    Of  all  disagreeable  de- 
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privations  to  which  a  subject  is  liable,  none  equals 
the  imposition  of  quarantine.    The  history  of  the  cus- 
tom shews  us,  that  it  has  always  been  dreaded,  and 
in  every  possible  way,  resisted.    In  fact  no  civilized 
country  would  have  persevered  in  its  adoption,  had 
it  not  "been  till  lately  considered  a  necessary  evil.— 
The  infliction  of  sufrering  and  misery  upon  the  few, 
for  the  good  of  the  many.    The  opinion  of  the  Board 
most  decidedly  is,  that  the  attempt  to  carry  on  quaran- 
tine, by  the  present  existing  law,  is  altogether  a  fal- 
lacy; and,  in  eflect,  so  absurd,  as  to  excite  the  ridicule 
and  contempt  of  all  well  thinking  individuals.  It 
may  have  the  appearance  of  doing  something,  but  it 
has  no  substance,  except  to  injure  and  fetter  com- 
merce, while  it  "materially  interferes  Avith  the  rights  of 
our  fellow-men,  under  the  semblance  of  guarding  the 
public  weal. 

Such  are  some  of  the  evils  of  the  existing  quaran- 
tine law.  To  these,  how^ever,  the  Board  feel  called 
upon  to  add  others  which  have  been  brought  to  their 
notice. 

Thus  there  appears  to  be  no  code  or  printed  list  of 
instructions,  by  which  the  health  olhcer^j  are  guided 
in  the  execution  of  their  duty — no  list  even  of  susccp- 
til)le  and  non-susceptible  goods  as  noticed  in  cl-,: 
three.  Thus  Dr.  Chamberlane,  when  asked,  "  IS' 
there  any  code  of  quarantine  instructions  or  regula- 
tions ?"  Answers — I  am  not  aware  of  any  such 
code.    T  never  received  any." 

The  Board  would  strongly  recommend  that  certriiii 
regulations  be  drawn  up  by  competent  authoftt}^, 
printed  and  furnished  to  each  health  ofiicer,  concise- 
ly laying  down  his  duty  in  all  respects,  stating  for 
what  di.sease  quarantine  is  to  be  imposed — fixing 
the  period  under  the  diflferent  circumstances  which, 
more  commonly  occur — pointing  out  exactly  to  what 
ground  a  vessel  is  to  be  sent  from  every  particular 
port.  In  fact,  laying  down  precisely  what  the  health 
cfficer  is  to  do,  and  what  he  is  not.  It  is  too  evident 
that  at  present,  one  does  one  thing,  and  another,  ano- 
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t her.  An  additional  irreoularity  and  contradiclion  is. 
tliafc  though  the  law  says  a  medical  ol'iicer  shall  not 
board  a  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  examining- the  crew, 
and  ascertaining  the  presence  of  disease,  yet,  when 
that  point  is  determined  on,  and  the  vessel  placed  in 
quarantine,  the  health  officer  boards  and  attends  the 
sick.  Thus  Dr.  Johnstone,  when  asked,  "  Is  any 
medical  attendance  given  to  the  sick  on  board  a  ves- 
sel in  quarantine?"  Answers — "Were  it  necessary, 
medical  attendance  would  be  given." 

Dr.  1'arrant — "  As  health  officer,  I  woidd  consider 
it  my  duty  to  give  professional  advice  when  requir- 
ed." 

Dr.  Jelly—*'  Medical  attendance  is  given  to  the 
tiick  on  board." 

Dr.  Ciachar — "  I  always  give  medical  attendance 
to  the  sick  on  board.  The  case  last  mentioned  (cho- 
lera) proved  fatal  af^er  the  vessel  was  placed  in  qua- 
rantine." 

The  Board  must  also  notice  the  fact,  that  no  re- 
cord of  quarantine  matters  has  been  kept,  at  any  rate, 
for  several  years— thus,  depriving  the  island  of  all 
by-gone  experience,  and  most  valuable  information. 
Another  circumstance  which  the  Board  cannot  pass 
over  in  silence,  as  they  are  convinced  it  is  of  itself 
sufficient  to  render  nugatory  and  useless  all  the  re- 
strictions adopted  where  it  exists,  is,  that  in  some  in- 
stances, a  health  officer  fills  two,  or  more  appoint- 
ments, and  performs  the  duties  himself,  the  places 
being  at  a  distance  from  each  ottier,  and  at  a  distance 
from  his  usual  residence.  Thus,  Dr.  Tarrant  holds 
tfie  appointment  of  health  officer  for  three  ports, 
viz.  :  Old- Harbour,  Salt-lviver,  and  Carlisle-Bay,  dis- 
tant respectively,  from  his  abode,  nine,  one,  and 
twelve  miles.  Dr.  Cooke  holds  two,  Morant-Bay, 
and  Port-IMorant,  distant  from  each  other,  nine  miles 
by  the  post  road,  independent  of  these  pluralities, 
it  will  be  found,  by  the  appended  evidence,  that  soine 
of  the  health  officers  live  many  miles  from  their  port — 
one  gentleman  no  less  than  eighteen.    Under  such. 
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circumstances,  it  is  impossible  that  the  restrictions  o( 
that  port,  can  be  carried  out— or  if  they  are.  it  is  (juitu 
evident,  that  a  cnstom-house  officer  can  pertorm  the 
duties  equally  well.    One  more  subject  the  Board 
feel  thev  must  brine:  to  the  notice  of  the  legislature, 
as  their  attention  has  been  strongly  drawn  to  it  by 
two  of  the  health  officers— it  is  this— the  want  of  the 
means  for  performing;-  the  duties  of  the  office.    If  the 
allegations  are  correct,  the  Board  would  strongly  re- 
coimnend,  that  the  cause  of  complaint  should  be  re- 
moved as  speedily  as  possible— being  fully  convinced 
of  the  correctness  of  the  saying,  "  Sanitary  economy 
is  expensive."  Dr.  Chevers  of  Alligator-Pond,  writes, 
"Although  few  vessels  call  at  this  port,  nevertheless, 
1  consider  a  boat  and  men  ought  to  be  placed  at  the 
command  of  the  health  officer,  and  a  small  sum  per 
annum  for  the  men.    1  had  great  trouble  to  get  the 
fishermen  to  take  me  off  to  the  coasting  vessels  during 
the  month  of  November  and  December,  1850,  and 
part  of  January,  185 1 

Dr.  Cooke  writes,  "  The  existing  quarantine  laws, 
are  perfectly  adequate  to  the  prevention  of  the  im- 
portation of  epidemic  diseases,  if  faithfully  and  rigo- 
rouslv  carried  into  execution,  but  the  remuneration 
afforded,  in  many  instances,  to  the  health  officer,  ren- 
ders their  services  almost  altogether  inefficient,  and 
in  some  cases,  entails  a  loss  to  the  holders  of  tlie 
office.  At  this  port,  or  roadstead,  the  sum  of  sixty 
pounds  is  paid  by  the  receiver-general ; — out  of  this 
small  sum,  the  health  officer  has  to  provide  a  boat  and 
crew,  which  absorbs  nearly  one  half  of  the  income. 
Now,  should  it  so  happen  that  a  vessel  arrives  witli 
an  infectious  disease,  the  health  officer  is  expected 
to  give  his  whobi  attention  to  the  sanitary  condition, 
not  only  of  the  cases,  but  of  the  vessel.  Should  sucii 
an  unfortunate  contingency  arise,  he  must  take  his 
choice  of  either  starving,  or  doing  his  duty.  I  would 
suggest,  that  either  the  salary  be  increased,  or  a  sum 
be  allowed  for  a  boat  aud  crew.  I  am  no  advocate 
for  doing  away  with  quarantine  regulations,  as  I  con- 
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scientiously  believe  them  to  be  a  safeguard  to  tha 
public  health." 

The  evidence  contains  materials,  from  which  many 
important  conclusions  can  be  drawn,  relative  to  the 
workinii'  of  quarantine  in  this  island  ;  and  the  Board, 
at  the  risk  of  being-  considered  tedious  and  prolix, 
think  it  right  to  lay  before  the  legislature  such  infor- 
mation as  they  may  deem  of  service,  to  enable  them 
to  legislate  upon  this  difficult  and  disputed  su])ject. 

It  should  be  stated  that  several  of  the  present  health 
officers  have  held  their  appointment  for  a  compara- 
tively short  time.  It  may  be  well  here  to  introduce 
a  tabular  view  of  the  persons  from  whom  reports  have 
been  received,  the  ports  they  represent,  and  the  pe- 
riod of  time  during  which  tl.ey  have  held  office  re- 
spectively. 


Dr.  Charnberlane, 

Kingston, 

24 

years. 

"    Walsh,  his  deputy,  Fort  Uoyal, 

I  i< 

5 

**  M'Farlane, 

Montego-Bay, 

2 

months. 

**  Stevens, 

Falmouth, 

21  years. 

"  Jelly, 

Savanna-la-Mar, 

Potts, 

Lucea, 

9 

**  Clarchar, 

l^ort-Antonio, 

3 

(< 

Maitland, 

Black- River, 

10 

*'  Lemonious, 

Rio  Bueno, 

13 

(( 

**  Johnstone, 

Dry-Harbour, 

1  I 

(< 

Bayley, 

St.  Ann's  Bav, 

}3 

it 

**  Clarke, 

Annotto-Bay, 

1 

(t 

*'  Cooke, 

Port-Morant,  ^ 

6 

it 

Morant-Bay,  i 

Tarrant, 

Old-Harbour,  ) 

Carlisle-Bay,  > 
Salt-River,  ) 

2 

tt 

**  Chevers, 

Alligator- Pond 

4 

it 

Capt.  Cooper,  harbour-master,  Kmgston,  5 

tt 

No  returns  have  been  received  from  the  ports  of 
Green  Island,  Port- Maria,  and  Oracabessa. 

The  quarantine  grounds  are  all  described  as  aflford- 
ing  safe  anchorage,  and  every  officer  states  that  be 
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knows  of  no  accident  ever  having  occnrrcd  to  a  ves- 
sel while  performing  quarantine  at  the  anchorage 
M'ithin  the  port  to  leeward  of  the  other  vessels;  the 
other  stations  vary  in  distance  from  the  port,  from 
half  a  mile  to  twenty-two  miles.    In  some  instances 
the  same  anchorage  is  made  use  of  by  two  or  more 
ports.    From  the  evidence  of  all  the  health  officers, 
there  appears  to  be  no  means  of  preventing  commu- 
nication with  the  land,  though  they  all  agree  in  stat- 
ing that  many  instances  of  violation  of  quarantine  re- 
strictions are  unknown  to  them,  in  fact  they  are  aware 
of  none  ;  still,  as  before  alluded  to,  cases  have  been 
kno>vn  to  be  landed  outside  the  palisades,  at  Port- 
Royal.    Dr.  Chamberlane  says,  *'  The  schooner  came 
into  harbour  with  the  disease  on  board  from  the  op- 
posite coast.    I  secured  the  parties  and  placed  the 
vessel  in  quarantine."    Drs.  Walsh  and  Tarrant  also 
mention  instances  of  persons  boarding  the  vessel  be- 
fore the  h(valth  ofticer  has  paid  his  visit ;  and  the 
latter  alludes  to  instances  of  the  captains  of  vessels 
going  on  shore  before  the  ship  has  been  examined  by 
the  health  officer;  so  also  does  Dr.  Chamberlane. 

Dr.  Jelly  alludes  to  a  case  where  a  drogher,  under 
observation  for  cholera,  landed  a  passenger.  The 
master  was  fined  £3  by  the  magistrates. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Board  have 
been  unable  to  obtain  any  information  relative  to  the 
number  of  vessels  upon  which  quarantine  has  been 
imposed  in  the  port  of  Kingston.  Dr.  Chamberlane 
states,  he  has  kept  no  list. 

The  ontports,  above  named,  have  afforded  but  com- 
paratively few  instances.  The  majority  of  the  officers 
stating,  that  during  their  incumbency,  no  vessel  has 
been  placed  in  quarantine  or  under  observation.  This 
has  been  the  case  at  Rio-Bueno,  Dry-Harbour,  St, 
Ann's-Bay,  (in  fact  Dr.  Bayley  states,  that  to  his; 
knowledge,  no  vessel  has  been  placed  in  quarantine 
within  this  port  for  twenty-one  years,)  Morant-Bay, 
Port-i\lorant,  Annotto-Bay,  Old-Harbour,  Carlisle- 
Bay,  Salt-River,  and  Montego-Bay, 
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The  return  of  ihe  number  of  vessels  placed  in  qna- 
laniine  i;»  the  oin ports,  on  account  of  disease'  on 
board  at  the  time  of  their  arrival,  is  as  follows  ; — 
Tu  o  ior  small  pox. 
On^  for  typlius. 
i  in  ee  for  cholera. 
7'ijey  fK-ciu  refl  at  the  following  ports  : — 
At  l.iicea,  one  with  small  pox. 
At  Faiiiioiith,  one  with  small  pox. 
At  Black- River,  one  with  typhus,  and  one  with 
cholera. 

At  kSavnnna-la-Mar,  one  with  cholera. 

At  Port- Antonio,  one  with  choh^i'a. 

At  different  ports,  as  Alli.^ator-Pond,  Savanna-la- 
Mar,  Pori-.liitoniu,  and  Black-River,  several  vessels, 
chiedy  droghers,  were  placed  under  observation  for 
cholera,  but  in  these  no  disease  occurred.  Upon  a 
view  of  the  above  facts,  the  Board  are  of  opinion  that 
under  a  new  quarantine  act,  it  would  be  advisable  to 
select  a  few  of  these  ports  as  quarantine  stations, 
where  such  dwellings  and  buildings  might  be  erected 
as  are  necessary  for  the  reception  of  the  sick,  and 
crews  (if  landed)  of  vessels  arriving  with  sickness  on 
board — and  furnishecl  with  the  means  of  purifying* 
and  cleansing  foul  and  unwholesome  ships.  Tlieir 
station  should  be  as  central  as  possible,  in  situations 
most  readily  reached  by  vessels.  (Vide  Dr.  Clachar's 
evidence.)  If  admitted  to  pratique,  the  vessel  could 
then  go  to  her  destined  port.  The  advantages  of  this 
plan  would  be,  that  independent  of  centralization,  the 
safest  anchorage  would  be  obtained,  and  the  most 
eligible  place  chosen,  and  the  expence  of  erecting* 
buildings  in  ports,  in  which  but  few  vessels  at  present 
enter,  would  thus  be  saved — and,  if  requisite,  means 
of  isolation  and  of  supervision,  be  more  eflectually 
adopted,  if,  however,  the  irksome  and  unnecessary 
restrictions  of  quarantine  are  done  away  with,  and 
the  sick  are  taken  care  of  and  looked  after,  there  is 
little  doubt  that  all  coercive  measures  would  cease  to 
be  requisite. 
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The  diseases  for  which  quarantine  is  at  present  im- 
posed are  stated  hy  Dr.  Chaniberlane  to  be  the  fol- 
lowing:, viz. :  small  pox,  scarlet  fever,  measles,  and 

Asiatic  cholera.  .      ,  • 

From  what  has  been  already  mentioned,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  health  officers  have  no  regulations  to 
guide  them  as  to  their  duties,  or  as  to  the  diseases 
requiring  the  imposition  of  quarantine— -but it  appears, 
from  Dr.  Chamberlaue's  and  Dr.  Clachar's  evidence, 
that  a  communication  must  be  made  to  the  governor, 
on  any  and  every  occasion,  for  instructions  how  to 
act— thus  w^e  have  just  lieard  of  a  vessel  being  placed 
at  Black-Iliver  under  quarantine  on  account  of  typhus 
fever.  On  referring  to  Dr.  Walsh  s  evidence,  we  find 
that  he  states  — "That  quarantine  at  Port- Royal  is 
not  imposed  for  fever,  either  continued  or  periodic." 
The  case  at  Black- tliver  appears  to  have  occurred  on 
board  a  Spanish  schooner,  it  was  not  fatal.  Dr. 
Chamberlane  tell  us  that  yellow  fever  cases  arrive 
constantly  at  Kingston,  and  are  never  [)laced  in  qua- 
rantine, that  they  were  formerly,  but  are  not  now  — 
At  New  York,  we  are  informed  by  Dr.  Milroy,  that 
this  is  the  only  disease  for  which  quarantine  is  im- 
posed. On  this  subject,  Dr.  Chaml)erlane  mentions, 
that  he  has  seen  one  instance  in  which  yelbw  fever 
appeared  to  be  communicable,  but  that  he  would  not 
j)lace  a  vessel  in  quarantine,  unless  she  had  several 
cases  on  board. 

Experience  has  shewn,  that  in  case  of  malignant 
fever  occurring  on  board  asfiip,  especially  within  the 
Tropics,  the  speedy  removal  of  the  crew  and  passen- 
gers is  the  only  means  of  checking  its  ravages.  In- 
stance upon  instance  miglit  be  cited  ;  Port- Royal 
would  afford  sad  testimony  of  the  fact ;  the  (cele- 
brated Eclair  case,  which  roused  (Jreat  Britain  from 
one  extremity  to  the  other,  is  in  point,  that  quaran- 
tine aggravates  the  miscliief.  I'he  following  case 
may  be  given  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Musson,  the  excel- 
lent rector  of  St.  Catherine's  :  "  Some  years  ago,  the 
Harpy,  brig  of  war,  came  into  Carlisle  Bay,  Barba- 
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tioes,  having  among-  lier  crew  yellow  fever,  fj-om  which 
most  of  the  men  and  many  of  tlie  officers  had  died 
previously  to  her  coming  into  harbom.  Ilie  com- 
modore, then  in  the  Bay,  sent  on  board  a  suv^'cou  and 
men  to  do  the  work  required.  The  surgeon  died  and 
most  of  the  men.  Another  surgeon  siiliseqnently 
died,  and  the  commodore  at  last,  finding  that  the  per- 
.soKS  v/ho  went  into  the  Harpy  ft-ii  victims  to  the 
fever,  declined  to  send  any  more,  and  offered  to  re- 
ceive the  sick  on  board  his  own  ship,  where  they  ra- 
pidly became  convalescent.  These  facts  1  had  from 
the  late  bishop  of  Barbadoes,  to  whom  they  were  re- 
lated, I  believe,  by  the  commodore."  The  same 
circumstances  are  constantly  observed  on  shore  in 
close  and  dirty  abodes.  Ventilation  and  free  air  are 
the  antidote  and  the  only  cure  for  the  sick  ; — while 
cleanliness  is  freely  insisted  on,  experience  has 
proved  that  no  fear  need  be  entertained  by  those 
around. 

We  will  here  quote  a  passage  from  the  Report  on 
quarantine,  to  which  we  are  already  deeply  indebted, 
*'  A  foul  ship  is  not  only  a  centre  of  disease  to  those 
on  board,  but  a  source  of  disease  to  her  neighbour- 
hood.   From  a  variety  of  evidence,  it  appears  indis- 
putable that,  while  the  foul  state  of  a  ship's  hold  is 
the  frequent  cause  of  malignant  fever  to  her  crew — 
the  air  issuing  from  such  a  hold,  and  the  cargo  taken 
from  it,  are  capa  ble  of  producing  disease  in  tlie  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  wharf,  whtre  the  unloading  takes 
place,  and  of  affecting  persons  who  come  on  board 
from  the  shore.    Observations  of  this  kind  have  led 
to  the  apprehension  and  belief  that,  epidemic  diseases 
may  be  introduced  from  one  country  into  another,  in 
this  manner — and  were  it  possible,  the  actual  condi- 
tion of  ships  in  general,  would  afford  t!ie  most  perfect 
means  for  the  incubation  and  developement  of  pesti- 
lential  virus    that  human  injjenuitv  could  devise. 
That  a  foul  ship  should  produce  disease  in  those  who 
go  on  board  of  her,  or  near  her,  is  no  moro  surprising 
than  that  a  foul  chamber  should  do  so."    In  selecting 
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a  place  for  the  cleaning  anfl  purifying  of  foul  vessels, 
care  should  be  taken  ;  the  above  facts  should  be  borne 
in  mind  in  unloa(iing  As  regards  distance  from,  and 
the  position  of  dwellings  or  other  ships— all  such  ope- 
rations should   be  superintended   by  a  competent 

autliority.  ,     .  .  c 

The  Board  are  of  opinion  that  the  health  officer  ot 
f^ach  port  should  have  the  supervision  of  every  vessel 
as  long  as  she  remains  in  port,  and  should  see  that 
such  sanitary  measures,  as  may  be  appointed  by 
competent  authority,  be  enforced. 

Before  considering  the  diseases  seriatim  for  which 
quarantine  has  been  and  is  imposed,  it  may  be  well 
to  observe  the  evidence  given  on  certain  other  points 
connected  with  the  performance  of  quarantine.— -The 
following  question  has  been  submitted  to  the  differ- 
ent health  ofiicers  : 

Do  you  consider  that  the  public  health  would  be 
endangered  if  the  health  officer  went  on  board— in- 
stead of  merely  alongside  as  at  present — every  vessel 
upon  arrival,  and  ascertained  by  personal  inspection, 
and  examination,  the  condition  of  those  on  board, 
and  also  the  state  of  the  vessel  itself?"  This  question, 
as  might  have  been  expected,  has  been  variously  an- 
swered by  different  health  officers,  according  to  their 
belief,  or  not  in  the  power  of  contagion. 

The  preponderance  of  opinion,  however,  is  in  favor 
of  a  medical  officer  boarding  the  vessel,  and  person- 
ally examining  each  individual  among  the  passengers 
and  crew,  and  also  the  general  state  of  the  shi[)  and 
cargo,  that  this,  with  due  precautions,  can  be  safely 
and  satisfactorily  performed  on  board  eveii  a  foul 
ship,  experience  y)r()ves. 

Some  among  tlie  health  officers,  as  Dr.  Bayley, 
when  asked  if  he  can  suggest  any  alteration,  says — ■ 
*'  The  only  modification  1  would  s-.\ii:gest  is,  that  the 
health  officer  should  be  required  to  board  each  vessel, 
and  not  to  trust  srraply  to  the  captain's  report  of  the 
health  of  his  crew. 

Dr.  Chamberhuie,,  who  has  had  more  expcrieiiee 
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lliaii  any  other,  .says—"  In  the  first  phice  I  sliould  re- 
commend that  tlie  health  officer  should  go  on  ])oard, 
instead  of  merely  going- alongside,  of  eacli  vessel,  and 
iully  ascertain  the  actual  condition  of  tliose  on  hoard, 
and  also  of  the  vessel  itself,  preparatory  to  the  adop- 
tion of  such  precautionary  measures  as  may  require 
to  be  carried  into  efifect  if  any  disease  be  on  board." 
Tliis  practice  has  been  observed  in  some  of  our  ports, 
although,  as  before  stated,  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
principles  of  the  existing  law.  It  is  pursued  in  many 
countries,  and  Dr.  Milroy,  the  other  day,  informed 
the  Board  it  is  practised  at  the  Havannah  and  at  New- 
York  for  cholera  and  yellow  fever  respectively.- — ■ 
^Vliat  greater  o6jection  a  medical  man  can  have  to 
board  a  vessel  with  a  case  of  cholera,  small  pox,  mea- 
sles, or  any  other  disease  on  board,  than  to  see  a  pa- 
tient on  shore,  sufi'ering  from  the  same  malady,  the 
Board  cannot  imag  ine. 

The  Board  would  most  strongly  recommend  the 
adoption  of  this  measure,  verily  believing  that  with- 
out it  no  just  or  satisfactory  o[)inion  can  be  arrived 
at  as  regards  the  state  of  the  health  of  persons  on 
board,  or  of  the  state  of  the  vessel  and  its  cargo. 

This  point  granted,  the  question  as  to  the  provision 
of  medical  aid  to  those  sick  on  board  a  vessel  under 
quarantine,  may  be  considered  as  settled,  though  on 
this  subject,  as  aleady  mentioned,  the  health  officers 
have  hitherto  been  divided  in  their  opinions  and  prac- 
tice. To  the  question — "If  any  persons  be  sick  on 
board,  how  is  medical  attendance  obtained  while  the 
vessel  is  in  quarantine?"  Dr.  Chamberlane  answers  — 
no  arrangements  have  ever  been  made  for  such  attend- 
ance  ;  from  motives  of  humanity,  1  have  sent  mecn- 
cines  off  to  the  ship,  Avithout  going  on  board  however 
to  see  the  sick  persons— but  it  is  no  part  of  my  duty 
to  do  so  ;  all  my  assistants  have  done  so  likewise,  and 
looked  at  the  patients  on  board.  To  the  query — "  Jii 
the  event  of  any  person  or  persons  being  confined  to 
bed  by  sickness,  in  the  between  decks,  would  you 
recommend  that  the  health  officer  sliould  go  below 
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and  ^ee  tliem,  if  there  was  no  medical  man  on  board  ?" 
Answer— Yes,  1  would  ;  I  have  done  so  in  some  uistan- 
ces  with  the  American  steamers,  when  dysentery  and 
intermittent  fevers  prevailed,  and  I  have  caused  the 
liead  to  be  removed  from  them,  and  buried  on  shore. 

To  the  question—"  Do  you  consider  that  the  medi- 
cal attendant  of  a  patient,  laboring  under  an  infec- 
tious disease,  is  apt  to  convey  the  malady  to  his 
other  patients  ?— he  replies,  yes,  under  some  cn-cum- 
stances  1  think  he  may  do  so,  as  in  small-pox  for 
i  nstance,  or  scarletina. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  such  instances  in 
your  own  practice  ? 

Answer.  I  liave. 

Question.  Frequently,  or  occasionally  ? 

Answer.  Occasionally,  and  that  rarely. 

Question?  Would  you,  under  any  cu'cumstances, 
deem  it  necessary  that  any  sort  of  restriction  be  im- 
posed on  a  medical  man  on  shore,  while  he  attends 
cases  of  infectious  diseases,  with  the  view  of  prevent- 
ing* its  spread  ? 

Answer.  Certainly  not.  I  have  never  heard  of 
such  a  course  being  pursued,  but  nevertheless,  I  am 
of  opinion,  he  may  become  the  medium  of  infection 
as  1  have  stated,  under  certain  circumstances. 

Question.  What  remedies  should  you  adopt  to  pre- 
vent the  spread  of  an  infectious  disease  on  shore  ? 

Answer.  I  should  advise  the  sick  to  be  separated 
from  the  healthy,  and  that  all  sanitary  precautions  in 
the  way  of  cleanliness  and  free  ventiltion  be  enforced. 

Question.  Would  you  advise  that  any  of  the  healthy 
or  unattacked  inmates  of  the  house,  where  the  disease 
occurred,  ahould  be  put  in  quarantine,  or  under  any 
restriction  ? 

Answer.  No,  1  should  not ;  segregation  and  tempo- 
rary isolation,  and  the  strict  observance  of  sanitary 
measures  would  preclude  such  a  necessity,  but  much 
depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  disease,  and  the  num- 
hi'Y  of  persons  infected. 

Alas,  how  inconsistent  are  quarantine  regulations. 
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H  e  have  seen  that  they  con.sist  in  a  forcible  detention 
and  dv-prl\atioii  of  airhuman  aid  and  comfort.  \Ve 
fmd  medical  men  hesitatio'^  as  to  the  proi)riety  of  vi- 
siting such  persons.  How  differently  do  tiie  mem- 
bers of  the  proie.sh:ion,  when  left  to 'themselves  on 
sfiore.  act  towards  persons  snften'nj^  from  the  seh- 
same  disease.  Who  would  hesitate,  when  summoned, 
to  repair  to  the  help  of  the  sufferer,  lying-  on  his  bed  of 
rags,  or  too  often  on  the  hard  bare  ground,  witliout 
light  or  air,  in  a  foul,  offensive,  over-crowded  hot  or 
hovel?  Why  is  this  difVerence  ?  Shall  the  dictates 
of  humanity  be  cpienched— the  assurances  of  experi- 
ence be  distrusted,  and  the  noble  example  of  more 
enlightened  lands  be  unheeded  because  of  the  darL 
prejudices  and  lallacies  of  a  seltish  inhuman  practice 
of  bye-gone  da3's  ? 

With  regard  to  the  utility  oflazarcttos  or  quarantine 
prisons  for  the  confinement  of  the  passengers,  crews, 
and  carg'oes  of  vessels  condemi.ed  to  hoist  the  vellow 
nag,  as  |)reviously  stated,  a  law  was  passed  a  few 
years  back,  appointing  commissioners  with  power  to 
establish  a  las^/aretto,  but  nothing  practical  has  been 
done.  To  the  question,  "  ilas  there  been  a  lazaret- 
to, or  any  {)lace  provided,  where  the  sick  or  the 
healthy  may  he  landed  while  quarantine  continues?" 
Dr.  Chamberlane  replies — "iS'one."  On  one  occasion, 
about  six  years  ago,  the  bishop  of  Jamaica,  and  other 
passengers  from  on  board  the  same  vessel,  a  ship  of 
war,  performed  qunrantine,  at  the  Apostles'  battery; 
a  case  of  small  pox  had  occurred  on  the  voyage  from 
P^'assau,  N.P.,  but  there  was  no  sickness  on  arrival. 
The  case  here  alluded  to,  is  fresh  in  the  minds  of 
some  of  the  members  of  the  Board  ;  the  persons  sent 
to  the  Apostles'  Battery  were  all  adults,  and  had 
been  vaccinated  ;  though  inconvenienced  by  the  im- 
position of  quarantine,  and  shut  up  within  the  walls 
of  a  ibrtress,  stiil  free  admission  and  exit  were  allow- 
ed to  other  persons,  a  fact  personally  known  to  some 
of  the  members  of  this  Board.  Several  instances  of 
crews  and  passengers  being  landed  have  occurred, 
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thus  the  Glen  Ilnntlv,  an  euiiiir.int  vessel,  with  small 
pox  on  board.  Several  alluded  to  by  Dr.  (Jlachar, 
as  occurrin-?  at  Navy  island,  and  thfi  recent  case  of 
the  Brandon,  at  Fort  Augusta.  No  case  of  the 
spread ini?  of  the  disease  in  these  instances  has  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Board.    To  the  question— 

Is  there  any  convenient  place  on  siiore  to  which  the 
sick  might  be  sent  for  medical  attendance  if  you 
deemed  it  advisable  that  they  should  be  removed  out 
of  the  ship  I"— the  mnjority  of  the  health  officers  ap- 
pear to  think  there  would  be.  in  some  instances, 
great  difficulty.  1'he  Board,  however,  are  of  opinion 
that  this  might,  in  all  cases,  be  easily  effected  as  re- 
gards the  majority  of  diseases,  more  especially  if  the 
plan  of  lessening  the  number  of  quarantine  stations 
were  adopted,  and  the  requisite  accommodations  pro- 
vided at  those  which  may  be  selected. 

The  same  objections  have  also  been  made  relative 
to  the  following  question  : — "  In  the  event  of  a  vessel 
being  found  to  be  exceedingly  foul,  and  therefore 
liable  to  produce,  or  to  keep  up  and  aggravate  sick- 
ness, is  there  any  place  on  shore  where  the  healthy 
on  board  the  vessel  could  be  conveniently  located 
during  the  progress  of  cleaning  ancl  purifying  her.  ?" 

The  Board  are  of  opinion  that  no  difficulty  what- 
ever would  be  experienced  in  finding  lit  and  proper 
places.  To  tlie  question — "  If  it  was  deemed  advisa- 
ble that  vessels  should,  instead  of  beina:  visited  bv 
the  health  officer  at  Port-Royal,  be  permitted  to  come 
up  the  harbour,  and  be  then  boarded  from  the  shore, 
is  there  convenient  anchorage  ground  in  the  stream, 
and  within  a  short  distance  from  the  shore,  where 
vessels  might  come  to,  and  what  place  would  you  re- 
commend Captain  Cooper  replies — "  There  is  per- 
fectly good  anchorage  ground,  and  vessels  might  be 
anchored  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  shore, 
soutli  of  the  town  ;  they  would  then  be  perfectly  clear 
of  all  vessels  lying  in  the  port  of  Kingston,  by  placing 
a  buoy  there,  and  instructions  being  given  to  th'j 
pilots  to  anchor  all  vessels  at  this  spot  until  boarded.'' 
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Are  there  any  disadvantac^es  or  iiicoiiveiiienres  at- 
tending- the  present  practice  of  vessels  being  visited 
by  the  health  officer  ofi"  Port  Royal  ? 

Answer.  PS'one  ;  but  I  do  not  consider  that  sufficient 
time  is  iiiven  to  the  health  officer  to  make  the  neces- 
sary entpiiries  and  examination,  the  vessel  beinc^ 
under  weigh  at  the  time,  and  frequently,  two  or  three 
vessels  entering  at  the  same  time. 

Question.  Would  it  be,  in  your  opinion,  a  conveni- 
ence or  saving  of  expence  to  the  shipping,  if  such  a 
plan  were  adopted  in  phice  of  the  present  practice? 

Answer.  It  v/ould  not  be  a  saving;  ])ut  if  it  be  ne- 
cessary that  quarantine  regulations  shall  be  strictly 
carried  out,  it  would  be  a  far  better  plan  than  the  pre- 
sent, and,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  without  any 
additional  risk  to  the  public  liealth.  The  Board  are  sa- 
tisfied, that  in  all  cases  of  a  vessel  arrivinsr  in  harbour, 
and  upon  being  found  by  the  medical  oflicer  to  have 
disease  on  board,  but  to  be  otherwise  clean,  that 
she  may  safely  be  allowed  to  run  alongside  a  wharf, 
and  there  be  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  health 
officer,  as  regards  the  disposal  of  her  sick  and  heal- 
thy passengers,  and  cargo. 

If  found  to  be  in  a  foul  and  unwholesome  condition, 
her  crew  and  passengers  might  be  landed,  and  the 
vessel  taken  to  the  aj^pointed  ground,  to  have  her  car- 
go removed  and  her  hold  purified.  The  more  rapid- 
ly the  healthy  passengers  and  cargo  are  distributed 
and  scattered,  the  less  fear  is  there  of  disease  arising. 

The  practice  of  placing  vessels  under  quarantine 
Avhile  the  disease  is  raging  on  land  as  an  epidemic — 
an  instance  which  we  have  already  witnessed — is  on 
a  par  with  many  other  of  the  irregularities  and  incon- 
sistencies which  beset  the  performance  of  quar- 
antine in  this  island.  But  to  hear  men  attribute  the 
escape  of  certain  localities  to  the  adoption  of  such  mea- 
sures is  surprising;  let  them  look  about  on  shore,  and 
jnarkif  the  ocean  surrounds  large  tracts  of  land  ; — the 
parish  of  Manchester  for  instance.  Let  them  ask  them- 
seh  es  if  the  immunity  of  this  place  was  the  result  of 
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the  imposition  of  (juarantine  upon  coasting  vessels. 
Another  siii)ject  to  be  considered  in  the  performance 
of  quarantine,  is  the  discharge  of  the  cargo,  and  de- 
livery of  letters,  &c.  On  this  subject  the  Board  have 
already  expressed  their  opinion.  In  his  evidence. 
Dr.  Chamberlane  says, —  "As  1  have  never  seen  or 
heard  of  an  authentic  case  of  any  infections  disease 
being  conveyed  l)y  any  description  of  merchandise  or 
goods,  (excepting  perhaps  foul  rags,  or  linen,  in  cer- 
tain infectious  diseases,)!  do  not  see  any  good  reason. 
Avhy  the  cargo  might  not  be  landed  at  once." — He 
also  states,  '*  No  clothes  or  body  linen  on  board  are 
ever  permitted,  under  any  circumstances,  to  be  landed 
from  a  vessel  inquaraiitine."  Tothequestion — "  Have 
you  ever  witnessed  a  case  where  von  were  satisfied 
that  any  disease  was  conveyed  from  a  vessel  to  the 
sliore  by  letters,  or  J)y  anjt  description  of  '  fomites,' 
under  which  term  the  cargoes  of  vessels,  also  body 
clothes,  are  included 

Answer.  No,  I  never  have — but  the  introduction 
of  cholera  at  Port-Royal,  was  falsely  ascribed  to  the 
latter  cause— I  mean  foul  linen.  W'^ith  regard  to  the 
susceptibility  and  non-susceptibility  of  goods,  he 
does  not  place  any  credence  in  it,  but  obse'ry.es,  some 
think  otherwise—that  cotton  and  woollen  stuffs  pos- 
sess such  properties. 

Question,  Would  you  permit  the  body  clothes  of 
those  on  board  a  vessel  in  quarantine  to  be  washed  ] 

Answer.  I  see  no  objection,  provided  they  were  first 
immersed  in  boiling  or  in  sea  water.  With  reuard  to 
letters.  Dr.  Chamberlane  says,  "  If  it  be  wished  to 
send  letters  on  shore,  they  are  directed  by  the  health. 
ofHcer  to  be  fumigated  with  sulphur,  and  sprinkled 
with  vinegar,  and  to  bo  then  put  into  the  siiip's  boat, 
astern,  from  which  they  may  be  taken  by  the  people 
in  the  bum-boat,  when  j)rovisions  are  sent  off.  Letters 
are  not  generaMy  landed  in  the  healtli  officer^s  boat ; 
occasionally  a  few  single  letters  are  landed  by  him! 
(in  oppo.sition  to  the  law,)  biu  never  any  packages  of 
ietters.  The  mail  bags,  after  being  fumigated,  are  re. 

G 


50 


Quarantine. 


moved  at  once  into  the  boat  of  tlie  supei intendanfc 
of  steamers."  To  the  question — "  Do  you  consider 
it  necessary  that  the  letters  should  be  fiunigated  })e- 
fore  being-  landed?"  He  replies—"!  do  not,  the 
present  practice  might  be  discontinued  Vvilh  perfect 
safety  U7ider  certain  restrictions  ;  thus,  in  case  small 
pox  or  other  infectious  disease  appeared  on  board  at 
or  near  the  end  of  the  voyage,  the  mail  bags  ouglit  to 
be  fully  exposed  to  the  air  for  some  time  before  being 
landed  or  fumigated." 

The  Board  must  observe  here,  that  this  fumigation 
in  whatever  it  may  consist,  is  left  to  the  persons  on 
board.  In  other  countries  it  is  done  by  persons  re- 
gularly employed  for  the  purpose.  With  regard  to 
Dr.  Chamberlanc's  observations  and  restrictions  re- 
specting letters,  the  Board  are  of  opinion,  that  thoy 
are  unnecessary. 

To  the  question,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  dead  body 
more,  or  is  it  less  liable  to  convey  and  diffuse  an  in- 
fectious disease,  than  the  living  one  1  He  answers — 
*'  I  am  induced  to  think  that  it  is  less  so ;  such  fears 
never  operated  with  me  during  the  recent  visitation, 
but  this  is  adverse  to  the  general  opinion."  In  answer 
to  a  question,  Dr.  Walsh  states — "  that  he  has  known 
an  instance  of  a  vessel  arriving  with  the  corpse  of  a 
jjatient  who  had  died  on  board  from  fever ;  no  qua- 
rantine was  imposed." 

Dr.  Cooke,  on  this  subject,  expresses  the  following 
opinion — "  I  am  convinced  that  neither  cholera  nor 
yellow  fever  is  at  all  contagious,  except  in  the  former, 
after  death.  1  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  a 
lengthened  and  extended  experience." 

This  is  a  subject  which  the  Central  Board  think 
proper  to  notice,  as  one  which,  in  their  humble  opi- 
nion, is  unfounded  in  fact,  and  most  mischievous  in 
theory.  During  the  late  awful  visitation,  its  liorrors 
were  tenfold  magnified  by  this  pliantom  of  a  panic- 
.strickcn  mind.  The  Board  are  well  aAvare  of,  and 
do  most  fully  admit,  the  impropriety  of  exi)Osing  dead 
bodies,  especially  during  the  prevalence  of  an  epide- 
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imc.  They  well  know  that  such  exposure,  where  pu- 
trefactiou  has  commenced,  especially  in  a  tropical 
climate,  is  attended  with  danger,  but  that  such  dan- 
o-er  results  from  any  specific  poison  in  the  body,  they 
must  firmly  declare  is  unsupported  by  any  ftict.  As 
regards  the  plague,  the  same  was  long  ago  asserted, 
but  as  Dr.  Cragie  intbtms  us,  it  is  now  established, 
that  whatever  be  the  contagious  property  of  the  liv- 
iuo-  frame,  when  under  the  influence  of  plague,  the 
disease  cannot  be  communicated  by  the  dead  subject ; 
of  this,  ample  experience  has  been  afforded  by  various 
pestilential  epidemics.  "  It  appears  from  the  account 
given  bv  Benza,  of  the  Vienna  plague  of  1712,  1713, 
and  1714,  that  the  physicians  of  that  city,  fearlessly 
inspected  the  bodies  of  those  cut  off  by  the  distem- 
per, and  tliat  none  of  the  individuals  engaged  in  this 
duty  were  attacked. 

' '  In  the  Marseillese  and  Proven(^al  epidemic  of  1 720, 
ami  1721,  M.  M.  Chicoyneau  Vernier,  and  Souillier, 
and  M.  M.  Deidier,  Robert,  and  Rimbaud,  inspected 
many  pestiferous  corpses,  soasto  descrii>e  theirappear- 
ances  accurately,  and  sustained  no  inconvenience  ; 
and  it  is  also  said,  that  the  dogs  and  other  animals 
which  preyed    on  the  bodies,  were  not  infected. 
Thirdly,  In  the  plague  which  attended  the  French 
army  in  the  Egyptian  campaign  of  1788,  and  1789, 
Desgenettes,  Larrey,  and  Fugnet,  who  inspected  se- 
veral of  the  bodies  of  the  dead,  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion, that  corpses  were  inadequate  to  communi- 
cate the  disease,  however  contagious  the  living  might 
l)e.    Lastly,  some  disgusting  stories  are  recorded  by- 
Jordan  and  others,  of  sextons  and  bearers  robbing  the 
dead  of  their  apparel,  and  even  violating  the  persons 
of  virgins,  cut  off  by  the  disease,  without  being  at- 
tacked by  plague.    These  results,  singular  as  they 
seem,  are  in  perfect  accordance  with  physiological 
principles.    If  the  disease  be  contagious,  which  there 
is  good  reason  to  believe  it  is,  the  contaminating 
principle  must  be  elaborated  by  theorganism  onlydnr- 
ing  life,  and  rnvLst  possess  its  infecting  power  only 
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while  the  origans  are  still  possessed  of  vital  propep- 
tics.    When  death  takes  place,  a  series  of  new  actions 
<  omm(3RCC,  and  the  chemical  j)ropertics  of  the  ele- 
mentary principles  be^in  to  operate,  and  subvert  those 
whicli  are  physiolopjical.    The  longer,  therefore,  that 
decomposition  proceeds,  and  the  further  it  advances, 
the  more  completely  must  it  luive  annihilated  any  vi- 
tal product,  and  if  a  contagious  principle  has  been 
formed  during  life,  it  must  cease  to  be  formed  at  death, 
and  is  most  probably  destroyed  entirely."    If  such  is 
true ot  plague  and  fever,  the  suppositionis  that  it  must 
he  so  of  cholera,  a  disease  in  which,  from  the  exces- 
sive out-pour  of  discharge,  the  inference  may  safely 
be  deduced  that  any  poison  which  produced  the  dis- 
ease would  thus  be  eliminated  or  got  rid  of.  The 
Board  here  think  it  proper  to  mention  a  case  which 
they  know  to  be  authentic,  viz.  :  tliat  of  an  infant  who 
was  found  clinging  to  the  breast  of  its  mother,  who 
liad  died  some  time  previously  of  cholera,  and  which 
did  not  suffer.    It  may  be  said,  this  is  a  solitary  case  ; 
so  it  is,  but  ^;till  a  strong  one.    The  opinion  of  the 
^Board  is,  that  supposing  cholera  to  he  contagious 
during  lifet  that  at  death,  the  power  of  communicating 
eitlieHentirely  and  at  once,  or  soon  after,  ceases.  They 
consider  the  opinion  which  holds  that  a  body,  dead  of 
cholera,  is  more  contagious  than  a  living  one,  or  thai 
a  body,  dead  of  cholera-,  is  contagious  only  after  death, 
to  be\iuphilosophical  and  contrary  to  all  experience. 
The  Board  are  willing  to  allow,  tlu4  the  contagion  of 
small  pox  does  continue  after  deatli  for  a  limited  time, 
but  this  disease  is  diiferentin  this  respect  from  plague, 
cholera,  and  fever,  a  specihc  viras  is  here  formed.  To 
the  question— During  your  resi(h-nce  at  or  near  the 
port  of  wliicli  you  are  health  officer,  what  epidemic 
diseases  have  prevailed  in  the  town  or  surrounding 
district — were  liiey  distinctly  traceable  to  introduc- 
tion by  shipping  I  Tiie  epidemics  mentioned  are  small 
pox,  in  and  fevers,  measles,  scarlatina, 

dvsentery,  small  pox,  and  hooping  cough. 
\4il  the  ofaccrii  agree  in  stating  that  Ui(.--c  epidc- 
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m-ics  Nvere  not  traceable  to  the  sliippinu*.  In  no  in- 
stance could  they  be  traced  to  importation,  excei)tii)i^ 
ill  that  stated  by  Dr.  Potts,  who  imfonns  us,  as  before 
alhided  to,  that  cholera  was  brought  into  Lucea  by 
passengers  arriving  by  land  and  by  water. 

Another  subject  bearing  on  the  performance  of  qua- 
rantine is,  whether  ship^  of  war,  on  their  arrival  at 
Port-Royal,  might  be  permitted  to  carry  out  pre- 
cautionary measures  against  the  introduction  of  dis- 
ease nnder  the  directions  of  the  principal  medical  of- 
ficer of  the  Royal  Navy  hospital. 

Dr.  Chamberlane  says,  "  1  am  of  opinion  that  qua- 
rantine regulations  may  be  safely  carried  out  ])y  such 
authorities  in  their  own  department.  I  may  mention 
that  prior  to  1830,  ships  of  war  were  not  subject  to 
the  inspection  of  the  health  ofhcer,  or  to  the  quaran- 
tine regulations  affecting  other  vessels,  but  the  legis- 
lature deemed  it  necessary  toinclude  theoi afterwards." 
The"  Board  are  of  opinion,  that  this  may  safely  be 
done,  and  further,  that  all  steam  packet  vessels,  carry- 
ing surgeons,  sliould  be  allowed  to  proceed  at  once  to 
tlie  wharf,  on  the  assurance  of  the  captain  and  sur- 
geon that  there  is  no  disease  on  board,  for  which  the 
port  v>^ould  impose  restrictive  measures. 

With  regard  to  cholera,  Dr.  Chamberlane  tells  us, 
that  the  period  of  quarantine  imposed  upon  it,  has 
lately  been  curtailed,  formerly  it  used  to  be  fourteen 
days,  but  latterly  five  days  only  have  been  imposed. 
With  regard  to  this  disease,  there  are  certain  facts 
stated  by  Dr.  Chamberlane  which  are  of  import- 
ance. In  answer  to  a  cjuestion,  as  to  the  period  of 
detention  imposed  for  cliolera  ?  He  says — an  order 
was  issued  by  the  governor  and  council,  last  Octo- 
ber, requiring  that  all  vessels  from  a  port  suspected 
to  have  cholera,  should  not  receive  pratique  until  five 
clear  days  had  elapsed  since  leaving  the  suspected 
port,  and  provided  no  case  of  the  disease  had  occur- 
red on  bi»ard.  Under  the  latter  circumstance,  the 
vessel  was  to  be  detained  until  the  governor's  plea- 
sure was  ascertained.    To  I  lie  question — What  qua- 
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rarUiiK^  measures  were  adopted  to  prevent  the  intro- 
duction of  the  cholera  into  Jamaica  \  He  answers — 
In  September,  by  an  order  of  the  governor  in  coun- 
cil, quarantine  was  imposed  on  vessels  coming'  from 
Carthageaa,  Sa\  aiiilla,  (the  sea-port  of  Baranquilla,) 
and  Sautha  Martha,  where  cholera  was  said  to  exist. 
This  order  was  rescinded  on  the  4th  of  Octo{)er  fol- 
lowing ;  subsequent  orders  were  issued  in  October, 
]y50,  viz.  :  those  above  alluded  to.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  ihat  at  this  time,  the  disease  was  al- 
ready in  Port-Royal.  It  was  stated  both  publicly 
and  privately  to  exist  in  Cuba  during  the  latter  end 
of  1849,  ancl,  a  c^reat  portion  of  1850,  and  in  answer  to 
the  question — Were  any  quarantine  restrictions  placed 
on  arrivals  from  Cuba  in  that  year  ?  Answer — 1  am 
not  av.'are  of  anv.  1  never  received  anv  instructions 
respecting  any  ]>ort  in  Cuba.  But  if  any  vessel  ar- 
rived from  Cuba  in  less  than  live  days,  cholera  being 
known  to  exist  in  the  port  from  which  she  came,  I 
should  certainly  have  put  her  into  quarantine  accord- 
ingly. To  the  question — Was  it  generally  known 
here  that  ( holera  existed  in  Cuba,  in  1849  and  1850  ? 
He  answers — 1  read  it  in  the  newspapers  at  the  time. 
To  tlie  question — If  cliolera  did  not  exist  in  her  port 
of  departure,  altiio\igli  it  prevailed  in  other  parts  of 
Cuba,  you  w  ould  not  have  put  her  into  quarantine  \ 
Answer.  No,  if  she  brouglit  a  clean  bill,  and  the  port 
was  reported  ft  ee,  or  known  to  be  so.  In  answer  to 
the  question — Was  the  port  of  Chagres  mentioned  in 
any  of  the  orders  of  the  governor  in  council,  respect- 
ing the  places  which  were  deemed  suspected  either 
in  1849  or  1850  ?  Answer.  No,  it  was  not,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  nor  could  1  learn  that  it  was 
after  the  most  rigid  and  formal  examinations.  To 
the  question — You  are  aware  that  many  i)ersons  liave 
alledged  that  the  first  cases  of  cholera,  at  Port- Roy- 
al were  traceable  in  vessels  from  Chagres,  what  is 
your  oi>inion  \  1 1  was  certainly  not  traceable,  although 
1  used  every  exertion  in  my  power  to  discover  if  it 
were  so.    1  examined,  on  oath,  all  the  masters  and 
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surgeons  of  the  American  steamers,  and  the  docu- 
iiients  are  in  the  possession  of  the  executive.    T o  the 
<]nestion— Are  you  aciiuainted  witli  the  localities 
where  the  two  first  cases  of  cholera,  in  Kingston,  oc- 
<iurred— if  so,  describe  tliem  t    Dr.  Chamberlane  re- 
plies—Yes,  they  occurred  in  the  district  of  the  city  of 
which  I  had  charge.    They  both  occurred  in  Oxford 
street,  but  in  iiouses  far  apart  from  each  other ;  the 
rooms  were  small,  very  close  and  hi  thy.    In  both  in- 
stances, the  window  of  the  room  faced,  at  tlie  dis- 
tance of  two  or  three  yards,  a  foul  privy.  Question. 
Do  you  consider  that  quarantine  is  of  any  avail,  in 
preventing  the  introduction  of  cholera?    Answer.  I 
do  not  think  that  it  is.    This  disease  has  defied  qua- 
rantine restrictions  in  all  parts  of  the  world  up  to 
the  present  period  ;  nevertheless  they  continue  to  be 
imposed  by  other  governments.    To  the  question — 
Is  it  your  opinion,  that  in  future  no  quarantine  should 
be  imposed  on  vessels  coming  from  an  infected  port, 
or  on  board  which,  a  case  or  cases  of  cholera  had  oc- 
curred during  the  voyage,   but  which   were  quite 
healthy  upon  arrival]    Answer.  In  my  opinion,  no 
quarantine  should  be  imposed  under  such  circum- 
stances ;  1  am  one  of  those  who  think  it  is  not  conta- 
gious or  infectious.    It  may  be  contingently  so,  not 
otherwise,    "^rhere  arc  many  who  think  differently. — 
Question.  If  cholera  existed  on  board  a  vessel  at  her 
arrival,  should  you  recommend  she  should  be  put  into 
quarantine?    Answer.  No,  i  should  not  in  solitary 
cases,  and  when  sanitary  regulations  are  enforced  ri- 
gidly ;  civil  and  military  pliysicians  are  of  ditterent 
opinion  in  such  cases.    Dr.  Chamberlane  adds,  "Cho- 
lera never  a])peared,  nor  travelled  to  these  shores, 
till  last  year  ;  and  an  extraordinary  year  it  was,  in 
reference  to  atmospheric  phenomena.    Some  great 
epidemic  was  anticipated  l)y  many,  and  |)repaiations 
made  accordingly."    To  the  question — Do  you  con- 
sider that  the  atmospheric  peculiarities  to  which  you 
have  just  alluded,  are  necessary  accompaniments  or 
precursors  to  the  spreading  of  all  diseases  which  are 
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now  and  tljoii  lia])]et()  prevail  epidemically— of  small 
pox,  and  the  otlier  febrile  exantliemata  as  well  as 
the  plague/  Answers— Yes,  I  do;  and  would  give 
the  late  awfid  visitation  as  an  instance  wortliy  of  re- 
cord. Previous  to  the  outbreak,  numerous  cases  of 
intermittent  fever,  dysentery,  and  diarrhoea  prevailed 
in  the  district  of  Kingston  under  mv  chari.^e. 

Jt  IS  an  unhealtliy  district,  surrounded  by  grave- 
yards, &c.  and  it  is  inhabited  chieiiy  by  paupers  of 
the  lowest  order.  On  tlie  subject  of  the  iraposilion  of 
quarantine  for  cholera,  there  was  evidently  some  con- 
cision. There  is  no  doubt  that  the  disease  did  exist 
in  Cuba  tor  some  months,  and  that  no  quarantine 
-was  established  here.  From  the  accoimt  dven  bv 
persons  from  Cluirges,  there  seems  little  doubt  that, 
at  the  time  alluded  to,  choivM-a  did  not  there  exist. 
With  regard  to  tlie  alledged  importation  into  Port- 
Royal  by  means  of  foul  linen,  this  is  disproved 
by  the  facts  themselves  as  set  forth  by  Dr.  Chamber- 
lane  and  l)r  Watson,  who  attended  the  first  cases  in 
Port-Royal.  The  Board  are  of  opinion  that  if  quar- 
antine laws  are  to  be  enforced,  and  tliat  they  are 
really  effective  in  keeping  out  the  introduction  of  dis- 
ease, that  vessels  arriving  from  a  port  in  Cuba,  during 
the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic  in  that  island,  even 
though  it  brought  a  clean  bill  of  health,  should  have 
been  subjected  to  detention.  As  a  cruel  and  unneces- 
sary act,  under  the  quarantine  law%  the  case  of  the  In- 
flexible, ship-of-war,  may  be  mentioned  ;  she  left  this 
weeks  after  the  cessation  of  cholera  as  an  epidemic 
in  Kingston  and  >Spar.ish-Town,  for  Demerara  ;  on  her 
arrival  there,  she  was  detained  for  some  two  weeks 
or  so,  with  her  decks  crowded  with  troops,  while  at 
the  very  same  time,  one,  or  more  of  the  men  belong- 
ing (o  the  same  regiment,  and  exposed  to  the  same 
epidemic,  had  been  allowed  to  land  out  of  the  packet. 
As  concerns  the  importation  of  cholera,  the  Board  of 
Health  would  remark  the  fact,  that  during  the  preva- 
lence of  cholera  in  Kingston,  numbers  of  persons  left 
in  the  steamers  both  for  JXe^v-  York,  and  Saint  Tho- 
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uia<<,  and  yet  there  were  no  instances  of  the  disease 
appearina:  in  either  of  those  places,  or  on  board  of  the 
vessels.  As  re^jards  small  pox — Dr.  Chamberlane  in- 
forms us,  that  the  usual  period  of  detention  has  been 
from  nineteen  to  twenty-one  days — counted  from  the 
date  of  the  last  death,  or  from  the  convalescence  of 
the  last  case.  Hesays,hehas,  duringhis  residence  in  Ja- 
maica, seen  a  good  many  cases  of  the  disease.  It  was, 
during  slavery,  a  common  and  fatal  disease.  In  an- 
swer to  the  question — Has  it  ever  prevailed  as  an  epi- 
demic during  that  time  \  He  replies — Yes,  there  was 
a  severe  epedemic  in  1831.  It  proved  very  fatal  to 
children  as  well  as  adults.  The  first  case  of  that  epi- 
demic occurred  in  Water  lane,  in  Kingston.  I  am 
not  aware  that  it  could  be  traced  to  importation  by 
any  vessel. 

Question.  Is  there  any  published  account  of  that 
epidemic  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  a  paper,  by  Dr.  Paul,  appeared  in 
the  Jamaica  Physical  Journal. 

Question.  What  is  your  own  opinion  as  to  the  deve- 
lopement  of  the  epidemic  in  1831— could  it  be  traced 
to  importation  ? 

Ans  wer.  I  took  all  possible  pains  to  discover  the 
origin  of  the  disease,  but  my  enquiries  upon  that  oc- 
casion proved  fruitless.  It  might,  however,  have 
been  imported.  Dr.  Paul  insinuates  it  >vas.— Vide 
evidence. 

Question,  Do  you  remember  whether  any  vessel, 
or  vessels,  were  put  into  quarantine  upon  that  occa- 
sion in  the  harbour  here,  upon  the  suspicion  that 
they  had  brought  the  disease  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  that  any  vessels  were  then 
put  into  quarantine. 

Quesli^on.  Have  you  seen  or  heard  of  cases  of  small 
pox  in  Kingston  since  the  epidemic  in  1831? 

Answer.  Yes,  several  cases  occurred  in  the  town 
in  1840. 

Question.  Were  these  cases,  in  1840,  traceable  to 
importation  ? 
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Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  tliey  wevc.  Tlie 
-disease  did  not  spread  much  in  Kingston  ;  proH)[)t 
measures  were  adopted  by  the  mayor  to  separate  and 
seclude  the  infected,  and"^  to  prevent  all  communica- 
tion with  them. 

Question.  Have  yon  known  many  instances  of  ves- 
sels arriving  with  cases  of  small  pox  on  board  at  the 
time,  or  in  which  cases  have  occurred  during-  the 
Toyage  ? 

Answer.  Very  many  on  board  of  vessels  from  all  parts 
of  England,  America,  the  Spanish  Main,  and  th(^ 
Windward  islands.  They  have  all,  in  their  turn,  been 
subjected  to  quarantine. 

Question.  What  is  the  greatest  number  of  cases 
Av.hich  you  have  ever  known  to  occur  on  board  any 
one  vessel  1 

Answer.  Three  or  four. 

Question.  Not  more  than  three  or  four  on  board 
aTiy  emigrant  ship  { 

Answer.  The  number  of  cases  certainly  never  ex- 
ceeded six  or  eight,  if  there  ever  were  so  many. 

Question.  Is  the  occurrence  of  single  cases  of  small 
pox  on  board  a  ship  not  unfrequent,  the  rest  of  the 
crew  and  passengers  remaining  unaft'ected  1 

Answer.  It  is  by  no  means  unfrequent.  I  may 
mention  the  ship  Brandon,  with  emigrants,  which  ar- 
rived here  a  few  days  ago,  as  an  instance. 

Question.  Are  you  aware  whether,  in  some  of  the 
instances  of  emigrant  vessels  having  two  or  three 
oases  of  small  pox  on  board,  there  were  several  per- 
sons on  board  unvaccinated  l 

Answer.  I  am  not  quite  prepared  to  give  a  definite 
answer.  In  the  recent  case  of  the  Brandon,  there 
were  a  good  many  emigrants  on  board  unvaccinated^ 
who  did  not  catch  the  disease.  There  were  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  African  emigrants,  and  twenty- 
eight  of  a  crew.  Three  cases  of  small  pox  occurred 
during  the  voyage  from  Sierra  Leone,  two  were  fatab 
one  recovered.  The  two  fatal  cases  occurred  in  un- 
vaccinated persons — the  patient  who  recovered  hud 
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Question.  What  leiigtli  of  quarantine  ^fas  imposed 
on  the  ship  Brandon] 

Answer.  As  seven  days  had  elapsed  from  the  date 
of  the  death  of  the  last  case  upon  her  arrival,  she 
-was  kept  in  quarantine  twelve  days,  before  she  was 
allowed  to  have  any  communication  with  the  shore. 

Question.  Did  ail  on  board  remain  healthy  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  up  to  the  31st  ultimo,  (May,)  when 
she  sailed  for  the  north  side  of  the  island. 

Question.  Can  you  ailed ge  any  reason  ^vhy  small 
pox  should  not  appear  spontaneously,  i.  e.  indepen- 
dent of  comnumication  w  ith  persons  already  infected, 
as  well  as  chicken  pox  I 

Answer.  I  see  none  whatever — l>ut  like  varicella, 
measles,  and  scarlet  fever,  it  seems  to  depend  upon 
a  specific  contagion. 

Question.  .Supposing  that  a  vessel  arrived,,  having 
had,  dining  the  voyage,  one  or  two  cases  of  small 
pox  on  board,  but  that  all,  upon  arrival,,  were  quite 
healthy — what  duration  of  quarantine,  or  segregation 
in  a  place  of  detention  would  you  recommend  1 

Answer.  I  should  require  fourteen  days  to  elapse, 
since  the  date  of  the  last  death,  or  the  convalescence 
of  the  last  case,  before  J  wouki  permit  any  on  board 
to  have  pratique  ;  1  tliink  this  the  minimum  in  sucli 
cases.    1  speak  from  facts. 

Question.  How  long  would  you  detain,  or  from 
wluit  exact  period  of  a  case,  would  you  date  the  con- 
valescence from  small  pox,  measles,  and  scarlatina.^ 

Answer.  In  reference  to  measles  and  scarlatina,  I 
should  dat(i  from  two  or  three  days  after  the  comple- 
tion of  the  desquamation  of  the  cuticle,  in  case  of  small 
pox,  perhaps  later. 

Question.  At  what  period  of  an  exanthematous  fe- 
ver do  you  regard  the  activity  of  the  morbific  poison, 
or  the  risk  of  infection,  to  be  the  greatest  ? 

Answer.  In  measles,  after  the  eruption  has  appear- 
ed, oris  fully  established,  l)ut  particularly  during  the 
<h3S(piamation.  In  scarlatina,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  process  of  desquamation  in  particular,  and  per- 
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haps  shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  efflores- 
cence. In  small  pox,  soon  after  the  maturation  of 
the  pustules  has  commenced,  and  during  the  process 
of  desquamation  also.  1  allude  to  the  ordinary  forms 
of  these  exanthematous  diseases. 

Question.  Would  you  require  the  same  period  of 
detention  in  quarantine  for  vaccinated  as  for  unvac- 
cinated  persons  who  happened  to  be  on  board  a 
vessel,  in  which  one  or  two  cases  of  small  pox  had 
occurred  during  a  voyage,  but  which  was  free  from 
disease  on  her  arrival  ? 

Answer.  No,  1  consider  that  one  half  the  period 
Avould  be  sufficient  for  vaccinated  persons  under  such 
circumstances,  and,  therefore,  that  only  seven  days 
should  be  required  in  this  case  to  have  elapsed  since 
the  death  or  convalescence  of  the  last  case. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  if  all  on  board  a 
ship  which  was  put  into  quarantine  in  consequence 
of  a  case  or  two  of  small  pox  having  been  on  board, 
were  vaccinated  immediately  upon  arrival,  the  period 
of  detention  might,  with  safety,  be  abridged  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  it  might;  nevertheless  it 
"must  not  be  forgotten  that  one  vaccinated  emigrant 
on  board  the  Brandon  took  the  disease,  but  recover- 
ed. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  cases  of  small 
pox  have  occurred  on  board  any  of  the  Royal  Mail 
steamers  during  the  voyage  from  England  to  Jamai- 
ca, if  so,  were  they  put  into  quarantine? 

Answer.  I  have  been  quite  recently  informed  by  Dr. 
M'Lean,  the  chairman,  that  a  single  case  of  small  pox 
occurred  in  the  Medway,  in  November,  1849.  The 
man,  one  of  the  crew,  sickened  after  leaving  Madeira  ; 
when  they  reached  13arbadoes  he  was  convalescent. 
The  vessel  was  put,  and  kept  in  quarantine  during 
the  three  days  she  remained  there,  and  the  patient 
was  put  on  board  a  schooner  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting his  quarantine;  a  sort  of  sentry  box  on  the 
deck, "in  which  he  had  been  kept  apart  from  the  rest 
of  (he  crev,-,  was  thrown  over  board.    The  Mechvay 
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proceeded  on  lo  St.  Tiioiiras'  where  she  was  at  OTicie 
admitted  to  pratique;  as  she  was  leaving  Barbadoes, 
tliey  saw  some  lishermen  hauling  the  sentry  box  ashore 
and  landing  it.  The  iMedway  arrived  at  Jamaica  six 
days  after  leaving  Barbadoes,  and  Avas  at  once  ad- 
mitted to  pratique,  having  a  clean  bill  of  /icall/i  i'roin 
8t.  Thomas',  and  all  on  board  having  continued 
healthv. 

Dr.  Milroy  has  also  informed  me,  that  a  single  case 
of  small  pox  occurred  on  board  the  Severn,  during 
his  voyage  out  in  January  last.  The  man,  one  of 
the  crew,  was  convalescent  when  they  reached  St. 
Thomas,  and  the  vessel  was,  in  consequence  of  this, 
and  of  no  other  case  having  occurred,  admitted  to  pra- 
tique at  once. 

Dr.  Milroy  and  the  other  passengers  for  Jamaica 
w^ere  transferred  to  another  steamer,  the  Great  West- 
ern, which  brought  a  clean  bill  of  health  from  St. 
Thomas,  and  consequently/  received  pratique  on  ar« 
rival  at  Port-Royal.  I  had  not  heard  of  these  cases 
until  the  other  day.  These  cases  speak  for  them- 
selves, and  prove  the  inutility  of  unnecessarily  severe 
restrictions;  in  these  instances,  certainly,  a  clean  bill 
covered  a  multitude  of  sins,  if  there  is  any  efficacy  in 
quarantine  as  it  is. 

Of  the  two  cases  of  vessels  arriving  with  small  pox 
at  the  outports,  one  had  only  one  case  on  board,  which 
got  well.  The  other,  an  emigrant  vessel,  is  stated  to 
have  lost  several  while  undergoing  quarantine,  and 
several  others  after  having  been  removed  to  shore. 

Dr.  Clarke  states,  "as  illustrative  of  the  beneficial 
operation  of  quarantine  in  this  island,  I  may  be  al- 
lowed to  point  to  the  entire  absence  of  small  pox 
from  it,  for  a  period  of  nineteen  years,  although  in- 
fected vessels  have  arrived  at  its  shores  during  that 
time."  This  statement  is  not  quite  correct,  as  Dr. 
Chamberlane's  evidence  proves  every  now  and  then 
the  existence  of  small  pox. — It  must  be  in  the  minds 
of  many,  that  some  months  back  a  report  of  this  kind 
was  current  as  regards  the  parish  of  Metcalfe,  and 
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persons  were  said  to  have  died,  but  nothrnj^  fitrlFier 
was  heard  ol'  it. 

Tlie  Central  Board  would  liere  observe,  tliat  by 
many  persons,  the  epidemic  spread  of  small  ))ox  is 
often  overlooked.  The  facts,  which  at  first  glance, 
yu.^gest  the  notion  of  an  atmospheric  agency,  and 
^vhich  at  any  rate,  seem  to  associate  small  pox  with 
the  large  tribe  of  epidemic  disorders,  are  the  follow- 
ing : — Small  pox  at  particular  times  spreads  with  ex- 
traordinary facility  over  a  certain  district  of  country. 
Its  lavages  in  these  epidemic  visitations  increase  for 
a  length  of  time — attain  their  crisis  or  heighth,  ;ind 
then  gradually  recede.  Attempts  have  been  made  to 
tlx  the  periods  of  epidemic  visitations,  and  while 
some  have  slated  seven,  others  have  named  fourteen 
years  as  the  most  common  interval.  The  great  epi- 
demic vears  experienced  in  England  were  1781,  1790, 
1825,  and  1838.  The  intervals  have  thus  been  fifteen, 
twentv-nine,  and  thirteen  vears,  but  on  various  inter- 
mediate  occasions,  small  pox  has  prevailed,  though 
Avith  less  intensity.  At  present,  small  pox  exists  in 
this  island,  and  circumstances  are  stated  in  the  evi- 
dence, which,  if  correct,  would  go  far  to  prove  the 
<:omplete  inefficiency  of  quarantine.  The  information 
was  obtained  from  l)r.  Dalrymplc,  by  means  of  ques- 
tions furnisiied  him  bv  the  Board  of  Health.  He- 
states,  several  cases  of  small  pox  have  lately  occur- 
red, about  thirty.  "The  two  first  cases  occurred 
about  a  month  ago,  at  Hyde  estate,  and  were  two 
lately  imported  Africans,  by  the  ship  Brandon,  the 
disease  was  of  a  mild  type,  which  did  not  attract  much 
notice  ;  in  a  few  days  alter,  the  disease  spread  amongst 
the  Creole  negroes,  and  in  a  more  aggravated  form.  ' 
He  was  unable  to  state  whether  the  persons  were 
vaccinated  or  not.  The  disease  extended  over  a  space 
of  five  or  six  miles  round.  A  few  (hiys  after  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  disease  in  the  Africans,  tliree  Creoles, 
man,  wife,  and  child,  (living  under  the  same  roof,) 
were  attacked,  the  man  died,  and  the  nurse  who  at- 
tended him  has  since  died  of  the  disease— these  re- 


Qua  rani  hie.  Go 

marks  aro  dated  loth  An-iist,  1851,  so  that  the  dis- 
etise  broke  out  about  the  ir)th  July.  On  the  .31st 
May,  tiie  vessej  sailed  from  Fort  Royal,  with  all  ap- 
j)arently  well,  having  undergone  (quarantine  at  Fort 
Augusta. 

Scarlatina.— Dw  Chamberlane  says,  "  I  do  not  re- 
collect any  instance  of  a  vessel  being  put  into  quaran- 
tine for  this  disease.  During  ray  residence  here,  I 
have  frequently  seen  cases  of  scarlatina.  A  very  se- 
vere epidemic  occurred  in  1841,  the  mortality  was 
4ilarming  on  that  occasion." 

To  the  question — Can  you  state  where  the  first  case 
or  cases  in  that  epidemic  occurred  ? 

Answer.  I  believe,  at  Fort  Augusta,  or  at  Spanish- 
Town. 

Question.  Were  tliere  any  reasonable  grounds  for 
believing  that  the  xlisease  was  imported  on  that  oc- 
<:asion  ? 

Answer.  No,  there  were  not  ;  at  least  it  was  not 
traceable. 

Question.  Were  the  cases  of  scarlatina,  which  you 
iiave  seen  in  other  vears,  and  which  were  sporadic, 
€ver  traceable  to  importi»tinn  ? 

Answer.  No,  they  were  not,  as  far  as  1  could  dis- 
cover or  learn. 

Question.  If  one  or  two  cases  of  measles  or  scar- 
latina had  occurred  during  the  voyage,  but  upon  ar- 
rival all  were  quite  healtliy,  what  duration  of  quaran- 
tine, or  segregation,  in  a  place  of  detention,  would 
you  recommend  ? 

Answer.  As  in  the  case  of  small  pox — but  for  a 
shorter  period,  viz.  :  a  week  or  ten  days.  Measles 
and  scarlatina  are  highly  infectious  diseases. 

Question.  During  your  residence  in  Jamaica  have 
you  often  met  with  measles  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  frequently. 

Question.  Has  it  ever  preivailed  as  an  epidemic,  and 
if  so,  in  what  year  ? 

Answer.  It  occurred  in  1821,  and  then  proved  very 
fatal.    1  mention  this  year  from  memory. 
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Question.  Had  you  reason  to  believe  t.}iat,  upon  all 
or  any  of  tln^  occasions  in  which  yon  have  seen  cases 
of  measles,  tlio  disease  was  imported  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  the  epidemic  of  1821 
was  imported  ;  but  1  may  mention  that  a  few  years 
a^o  a  good  many  cases  of  measles  occurred  at  Up- 
l^ark  (Jamp  amoni^-  the  children  and  soldiers  of  one 
of  the  black  rei^iments  which  had  recently  arrived 
from  JNassau,  IN.  P.,  where  the  disease  was  prevailing 
at  the  time  of  their  departure.  I'he  disease  on  that 
occasion  did  not  spread  to  the  town,  preventive  mea- 
sures having  been  taken  by  the  military  medical  offi- 
cers at  the  ti»ne,  and  with  whom  1  held  a  conference 
on  the  occasion. 

Question.  Have  yon  known  instances  of  measles 
on  board  a  vessel  when  she  arrivetl  here  ? 

Answer.  A  few  ;  a  recent  instance  occurred  with 
H.  M.  S.  Alban. 

Question.  What  length  of  quarantine  w  as  imposed 
on  the  Alban  ? 

Answer.  1  think  it  w  as  ten  or  twelve  days  from  the 
date  of  convalescence  of  the  last  case. 

Varicella. — Question.  Is  varicella  of  frequent  oc- 
currence ? 

Answer.  Yes,  it  is. 

Question.  Do  you  regard  it  to  be  communicable  ? 
Answ^er.  Yes,  I  think  it  is. 

Question.  Does  it,  do  you  think,  occur  spontane- 
ously, or  has  it  been  ever  traceable  to  importation  ? 

Answer.  It  certainly  occurs  spontaneously;  and, 
like  small  pox,  seems  to  depend  upon  a  specific  con- 
tagion. . 

Question.  In  your  opinion  is  there  any  affinity  or 
alliance  between  varicella  and  variola  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any,  but  authors  seem 
to  think  so. 

Hoopino  Cough.— Question.  Does  hoopmg  cough 
ever  occur  in  Jamaica  ? 
Answer.  Very  rarely. 
Question.  You  regard  it  as  infectious  ? 
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Answer.  It  is  considered  to  be  so  by  some. 

Question,  Would  you  impose  quarantine  for  it. 

Answer.  Certainly  not ;  I  never  heard  of  its  pre- 
vailing at  soa. 

Question.  Did  you  consider  the  epidemic  disease 
known  by  the  name  of  Dandy  fever,  which  prevailed 
here,  and  in  other  West  India  Islands,  as  infectious  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not,  but  many  medical  men  did,  as 
they  do  cholera. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  other  epidemic  diseases  in 
Jamaica,  besides  those  already  mentioned. 

Answer.  Yes,  1  have  seen  influenza,  and  also  epi- 
demic dysentery,  and  erysipelas. 

Question.  Was  either  of  these  diseases,  in  your 
opinion,  ever  introduced  by  shipping  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  could  not  discover  that  they  were, 
but  others  thought  that  they  were. 

Question.  Against  what  diseases  do  you  consider 
that  quarantine  is  necessary  ? 

Answer.  Against  small  pox,  measles,  and  scarla- 
tina, also  whenever  there  are  very  many  cases  of 
yellow  fever,  erysipelas,  and  dysentery. 

Yellow  fever,  he  says,  is  absent  sometimes  for  seve- 
ral years,  except  a  sporadic  case  or  two  ;  nine  or  ten 
years  ago,  it  made  awful  ravages  amongst  the  milita- 
ry and  naval  forces  here. 

Question.  During  your  service  as  health  officer,  has 
quarantine  ever  been  imposed  for  yellow  fever  ? 

Answer.  No,  1  do  not  recollect  such  an  occur- 
rence— I  never  did. 

Question.  Have  many  vessels,  with  yellow  fever  on 
board,  arrived  during  that  time? 

Answer.  Yes,  a  great  many. 

Question.  You  therefore  permitted  yellow  fever 
patients  to  be  landed  at  once,  and  the  rest  on  board 
to  be  admitted  to  pratique  without  any  delay  \ 

Answer.  Yes,  1  have  also  done  so  ;  yellow  fever 
patients  are  continually  being  landed  at  Kingston, 
and  likewise  dysentery  cases  ;  particularly  out  of  the 
steamers  from  Chagres  and  the  United  States. 
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'  Question.  Have  you  ever,  during  your  residence  in 
Jamaica,  seen  an  instance  in  which  yellow  fever  ap- 
}>eared  to  be  communicated  from  the  sick  to  the 
healthy  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  once  here ;  the  occasion  wns 
a  gr^at  many  years  ago  (1^07,)  before  I  was  health 
officer.  1  have  seen  no  such  case  of  more  recent  years — 
on  the  occasion  I  allude  to,  it  assumed  a  typhoid  type, 
and  was  very  fatal  to  the  crew. 

Question.  Was  it  not  once  the  practice  here,  and 
in  some  of  the  other  West  India  islands,  to  impose 
quarantine  for  yellow  fever. 

Answer.  Yes,  it  was;  I  believe  it  was  done  here  also, 
not  in  mv  time  as  health  officer. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  British  ship  of 
w^ar  being  refused  pratique,  in  consequence  of  having 
yellow  fever  on  board,  in  one  of  the  British  West 
India  islands,  and  receiving  it  at  once  in  a  foreign 
one  *? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  have  ;  the  case  occurred  I  believe, 
with  the  ship  ,  the  island  where  she  re- 
ceived pratique  was  St.  Thomas,  but  1  have  no  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  fiicts. 

Question.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  erysipelas  is 
ever  infectious  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  am  disposed  to  think  it  is,  under 
certain  circumstances  or  conditions  of  insalubrity. 

Question.  Is  dysentery  also  liable  to  become  infec- 
tious ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Would  you  recommend  that  quarantine 
be  imposed  in  cases  of  infectious  erysipelas  and  dy- 
sentery ? 

Answer.  Yes,  if  there  were  numerous  cases  of  tlie 
disease  on  board  a  vessel,  but  not  otherwise,  and  if 
it  (lid  not  put  on  thai  clutracler. 

Question.  With  regard  to  atmospheric  phenomena  ; 
bow  do  you  account  for  such  phenomena  in  reference 
to  plague,  yellow  fever,  and  cholera  ? 

Answer.  Py  the  peculiarities  of  season,  and  the 
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existence  of  certain  atmospiierical  influences.  This  is 
the  ordinary  occurrence  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Question.  Tiien  these  diseases  show  no  tendency 
to  spread  or  become  epidemic  in  some  years,  although 
no  restrictive  measures  are  adopted,  while  they  do  in 

others  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  it  is  so. 

Question.  What  measures  should,  in  your  opinion,, 
be  adopted  in  the  event  of  a  vessel  having  any  of  the 
diseases  now  enumerated  on  board,  (to  wit,  small 
})ox,  measles,  and  scarlatina  ;  also,  whenever  there 
were  many  cases  of  yeilow  fever,  erysipelas,  and  dy- 
sentery) •? 

Answer.  I  should  recommend  that  all  on  board, 
the  sick  as.weil  as  the  healthy,  be  removed  out  of  the 
ship,  and  landed  in  a  lazaretto  or  place  of  security, 
keeping  the  sick  and  the  healthy  apart  from  each 
other,  while  the  vessel  should  be  fumigated  and 
cleansed.  We  have  no  lazaretto,  but  Fort  Augusta 
was  recently  converted  into  one  for  the  service  of  the 
emigrant  ship. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  the  healthy  and  unat- 
tacked  slioula  be  kept  in  quarantine,  as  well  as  the 
sick 

Answer.  In  some  cases  I  am  of  opinion  that  they 
should,  for  some  days  at  least. 

Question.  In  the  case  of  numerous  casefs  of  yellow 
fever,  erysipelas,  and  dysentery  being  on  board  a  ves- 
sel on  her  arrival,  what  measures  should  be  taken? 

Answer.  I  should  only  detain  the  sick,  but  1  should 
impose  no  restraint  on  the  unattacked ;  segregation 
would  answer  all  purposes  in  preventing  any  mischief 
in  such  cases,  espccialhj  if  they  had  not  assumed  an  in- 
fect tons  tendency. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  vessels  might,  with 
safety,  be  allowed  to  come  up  at  once  to  the  port  of 
Kingston,  and  be  boarded  by  the  health  officer  there, 
in  place  of  being  detained  at  Port-Royal  for  the  pur- 
pose X 

Answer.  Yes,  I  do,  at  the  wharf  or  wharves  at  the 
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west  end  of  Kingston.  T  think  that  a  better  and  more 
rigid  mode  of  examination  could  be  carried  on,  and 
the  public  more  effectually  secured  against  the  intro- 
duction of  all  or  any  contagious  or  infectious  diseases, 
than  by  the  course  now  adopted.  There  can  be  no 
danger  from  such  a  course  being  pursued.  I  have 
sent  a  vessel  from  that  direction  or  station,  into  quar- 
antine, having  a  case  of  small  pox  on  board  while  lying 
in  the  stream,  just  as  it  broke  out  and  prevented  the 
spri'ad  of  the  disease. 

Question.  Are  you  aware  that  formal  quarantine  is 
virtually  abolished  in  England  ? 

Answer.  1  have  heard  so,  under  the  free  trade  laws 
and  regulations,  and  1  look  upon  it  as  rather  unsafe, 
and  a  dangerous  experiment  in  some  cases — I  mean 
the  substitution  of  sanitary  measures  alone,  for  quar- 
antine restrictions  as  recommended  by  the  General 
Board  of  Health  of  England. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  quarantine  as  it  is 
at  present  practised  in  Jamaica,  is  a  safeguard,  or  af- 
fords much  protection  to  the  public  health  ? 

Answer.  No,  it  is  not  a  sufficient  safeguard  as  it  is 
carried  out,  but  it  might  be  rendered  otherwise,  very 
easily  too,  and  the  public  health  better  protected. 

Question.  Is  it  a  source  of  much  inconvenience  and 
distress  as  well  as  of  expense  to  the  shipping? 

Answer.  Yes,  it  is,  I  believe.  No  class  of  persons 
are  disposed  to  submit,  under  any  circumstances,  to 
restrictions  on  their  liberty. 

To  the  question — Can  you  inform  the  committee  of 
the  average  expenses  to  which  a  vessel  is  subjected 
in  the  ports  of  Cuba,  when  she  is  detained  there  in 
quarantine  ? 

Captain  Cooper  says—''  The  Hero,  a  cutter,  during 
quarantine  for  seven  days  in  8t.  Jago  de  Cuba,  was 
charged  £lO  10s.  Od.  That  was  the  amount  of  her 
duty." — ^Yide  evitlence. 

To  the  question — Do  you  consider  that  the  exist- 
ing system  of  quarantine,  as  carried  out  here,  affords 
a  security  and  safeguard  against  the  introduction  of 


Quarantine, 


f)9 


Captain  Cooper  answers— No,  I  do  not. 

To  the  question — In  your  opinion  does  the  ejvistinu; 
system  or  practice  of  qnarantine,  afford  a  sat)  'guard 
or  protection  against  tlie  introduction  of  infecti  ous  or 
contagious  diseases  ? 

Dv.  Walsh  answers— I  think  not,  in  its  p  resent 

state. 

The  following  are  the  opinions  of  the  dilTerent 
health  officers,  in  answer  to  the  following  quest  ion  : 

In  your  opinion  does  the  system  of  quararitime,  as 
it  exists  at  present,  and  is  carried  out,  afford  protec- 
tion to  public  health — and  is  it,  do  you  consider,  a 
safeguard  against  the  importation  of  epideimrc  dis- 
eases ? 

Dr.  Stevens. — If  the  present  system  is  canried  out 
properly,  1  consider  it  a  safeguard  to  public  Ihealth — 
the  disease,  the  introduction  of  which,  we  ha:ve  most 
to  dread,  is  small  pox — and  the  proper  inspection  of 
the  crew  of  vessels,  is  the  only  safeguard,  as  11  ittle  re- 
liance is  to  be  placed  on  the  master's  report. 

Dr.  Cooke. — I  do,  with  the  exceptions  alrea^dy  stat- 
ed in  regard  to  pilots  leaving  the  vessel  bel:  ore  the 
visit  of  the  health  officer. 

Dr.  Chevers. — I  consider  this  port  being  fnee  from 
the  cholera  w^as,  in  consequence  of  all  coasti  ng  ves- 
sels from  Kingston,  according  to  his  excellenc  ^y's  ju^ 
dicious  orders  *'that  all  vessels,  either  fronn  King- 
ston or  any  other  infected  port,  should  be  pint  under 
quarantine,  or  be  a  certain  number  of  days  ft  om  the 
said  port." 

Dr.  Clachar. — The  present  system  of  qua  rantine 
cannot,  in  my  opinion,  afford  adequate  protec  -tion  to 
the  public  health,  nor  be  a  security  against  t  he  im- 
portation of  epidemic  diseases,  so  long  as  the  means 
of  enforcing  quarantine  regulations  are  so  ineffi- 
cient. 

Dr.  Jelly. — In  my  opinion  the  system  of  quarantine 
at  this  port  is  defective,  from  the  absence  o-f  :more 
ample  means  to  ensure  protection  to  public  Ibeiilth; 
l)ut  1  consider  it,  to  a  limited  extent,  a  salegmard 
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a.^fiinst  the  importation  of"  epidemic  infectious  dis- 
eases. 

Dr.  Bavley.  — 1  do  not;  tliere  are  ports  adjacent  to 
St.  Ann's- Bay  where  vessels  might  go  in,  and  no 
iieaith  officer  present  to  board  them;  1  may  mention 
Ocho-Rios  especially— this  port  is  to  the  windward 
of 8t.  Anns- Bay — there  is  no  health  officer  there. 

Or.  iMaitland.— 1  consider  a  system  of  quarantine 
indispensable. 

Dr.  M'Fariane. — ^.In  my  opinion  the  system  of  qua- 
rantine, as  at  present  existing-,  afibrds  a  tolerably  ef(i- 
cient  protection  to  public  health.  It  is  not  a  perfect 
saleguard  to  the  importation  of  epidemic  disease — 
unless  the  [)ilots  wore  prevented  from  boarding  before 
ascertaining  the  existence  or  non-existence  of  disease 
on  board,  and  also  having  some  efficient  means  of 
preventing  any  connnunication  with  the  shore  in  the 
event  of  a  vessel  being  put  into  quarantine. 

Dr.  Tarrant.  —Certainly,  when  properly  carried 
out. 

Dr.  Potts.  —  I  think  it  does.  In  the  case  of  the 
Glen  Huntly  the  measures  enforced  prevented  the 
spread  of  the  small  pox  among  the  inhabitants. 

Dr.  Lemonious. —  1  am  nat  possessed  of  the  qnaran- 
tiue  law,  and  tlierefore  cannot  give  any  opinion  on  it ; 
but  I  consider  that  when  epidemic  or  infectious  dis- 
ease is  imported  in  any  vessel,  her  being  put  in  qua- 
rantine must,  in  a  great  degree,  prevent  such  disease 
from  spreading  among  the  inhabitants  on  shore. 

Dr.  Clarke.— 1  believe  that  it  is  calculated  to  afibrd 
considerable  protection,  but  I  will  not  say  a  complete 
safeguard  against  it. 

The  Board  of  Health  are  convinced,  from  a  consi- 
deration of  the  history  and  theory  of  quarantine,  that 
the  fundamental  })rincipies  upon  which  its  practice; 
is  based,  are  erroneous  ;  and  that  the  enforcement 
of  quarantine  regulations  and  restrictions,  however 
stringent,  are  inadequate  to  prevent  the  origin  or 
•spread  of  epidemic  disease;  the  Board  most  unhesi- 
tatingly subscribe  to  the  opinion,     Tliat  internal  !>a- 
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litarv  arranp,onients,  and  not  (jiiarantine  and  sani- 
;ary  lines,  are  the  safeguards  of  nations." 

tlie  Board  of  Health  after  cahnly  reviewing  the  is- 
and  statutes  upon  this  subject,  making  themselves 
icquainted  with  its  practical  workings,  and  patiently 
considering  the  evidence  of  the  health  officers  of  the 
various  ports,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  law  is  defective, 
ts  working  is  unsatisfactory,  and  the  general  evi- 
ience  of  the  health  otficers  conhrmatory  of  the  fact, 
hat  the  whole  machinery  for  carrving  out,  and  en- 
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brcing  quarantine  in  tliis  island,  is  insufficient,  and 
lot  in  accordance  with  the  views  at  ])reseut  enter- 
ained  on  this  subject,  by  the  most  enlightened  na- 
ions  on  the  earth. 

The  Board  are  of  opinion,  that  quarantine  laws,  as 
it  present  conducted  in  tliis  island,  are  an  irksome 
incumbrance,  interrupting  commerce,  obstructing  na- 
ional  intercourse,  periling  life,  fostering  anil  engen- 
lering  disease,  and  squandering  large  sums  of  public 
'evenue.  They  ^vould  therefore  suggest,  that  the 
piarantine  law^  be  revised,  that  the  existing  one  be 
epealed,  and  another  be  enacted,  modified,  and  suit- 
ed to  the  requirements  of  the  island  and  the  real 
itility  of  the  subject. 

With  this  view,  the  Central  Board  of  Health  would 
;ubmit  the  following  suggestions  to  your  honorable 
louse  : — • 

1.  That  instead  of  the  powder  of  imposing,  re- 
laxing, or  removing  quarantine,  being  as  at  pre- 
sent vested  in  the  governor  and  privy  council,  it 
Mould  be  more  easily  and  more  conveniently  ef- 
fected ])y  the  Central  Board  of  Health. 

2.  That,  for  the  future,  the  crew  of  no  pilot 
boat  shall  be  allowed  to  attach  the  boat  by  tow- 
line,  or  in  any  other  way  to  any  vessel,  or  shall 
hold  any  communication  with  the  crew  and  pas- 
sengers on  board  such  vessel,  further  than  what 
is  really  necessary  for  the  putting  on  board  the 
pih)t. 

3.  That  the  Central  Board  of  Health  shall 
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promuli^ate  such  regulations  as  may  be  deemed 
req[iiisite  for  the  guiflance  of  captains  and  mas- 
ter. of  vessels  arriving  at  the  several  ports  of  this 
islami  ;  tiie  same  shall  he  printed,  and  that  every 
pilo't  shall  furnish  a  copy  to  each  vessel  which  he 
l)rin«s  into  ])ort,  unth-r  a  penalty. 

4  .  That  the  Central  Board  of  Health  shall  pro- 
nui  Igate  a  code  of  regulations  for  the  guichuice  of 
the  health  officers  of  this  island  :  that  this  shall 
eml)i"ace  their  duties  in  every  respect,  and  shall 
diriict  them  what  to  do  in  such  cases  as  do  usu- 
ally occur,  or  w  Inch  may  be  considered  as  likely 
to  1:aike  place;  that  it  shall  specify  every  disease 
for  which  restrictive  or  other  measures  may  be 
deemed  rerpiisite,  including  also  snch  directions 
as  may  be  considered  necessary  for  the  cleans- 
ing arid  purifying  of  ships,  their  cargo,  &c. 

5.  That  in  consequence  of  the  small  traffic  car- 
ried on  in  mauy  of  the  ports  in  which  quaran- 
tine regidations  are  now  enforced,  as  also  fr^m 
tlie  proximity  of  many  of  these  ports  to  each 
othe  r,  and  the  circumstance  that  besides  these 
j3ort;  s  above  alluded  to,  numbers  exist  into  which 
vess(  3ls  do  enter  irrespective  of  all  quarantine  re- 
stric  tions,  or  in  which,  at  any  rate,  no  provision  for 
a  he{  ilth  officer  is  made,  the  Board  wonld  recom- 
snenc  I  that  a  certain  number  only  of  these  ports 
be  selected  as  quarantine  stations  ;  and  all  ves- 
sels nrriving  in  these  seas,  and  bound  to  any  in- 
termediate port  in  this  island,  shall  first  visit  the 
nearest  quarantine  port,  and  there  remain  until 
visited  h  y  the  health  officer;  if  free  of  disease,  she 
shall  be  admitted  to  pratique,  where  if  the  port 
is  the  one  she  is  bound  to,  she  may  directly  haul 
into  the  nvAiarf  and  land  her  cargo,  or  if  bound  to 
another  or  adjacent  port,  she  may  at  once  pro- 
ceed thither,  or  should  sickness  exist,  indepen- 
dant  of  foulness  of  the  ship  itself,  the  sick  may 
forthwith  be  landed  and  the  vessel  be  allow  ed  to 
depart,  oi:  if  sickness  is  to  be  attributed  to  th^ 
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causes  within  the  vessel,  she  shall  be  treated  as 
hereafter  to  be  directed. 

6.  That  such  ports  or  other  places,  shall  be 
selected  lor  quarantine  or  sanitary  stations  as 
mav  be  most  convenient  for  vessels  makins:  the 
land,  selecting  those  if  possible,  >vhich  may  be  at 
regular  distances  from  each  other,  and  which  af- 
ford an  easy  access,  safe  anchorage,  and  facilities 
ibr  cleaning  foul  ships,  &c.  That  in  order  to  ef- 
lect  this  object,  a  Board  shall  be  formed,  con- 
sisting of  such  harbour  masters,  pilots,  captains 
of  ships  of  war,  masters  of  merchant  vessels,  and 
medical  men,  and  engineers,  as  may  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  fix  upon  the  best  and 
most  ajjpropriate  ports. 

7.  That  all  coasting  vessels  whatsoever,  shall 
be  subjected  to  the  same  forms  and  penalties  as 
others. 

8.  That  all  vessels  arriving  at  intermediate 
ports,  shall  be  examined  by  a  proper  authority, 
and  if  not  ))rovided  with  a  passport  from  any  one 
of  the  quarantine  stations,  she  shall  be  subjected 
to  a  heavy  fine. 

.9.  That  all  ships  of  war  arriving  in  (his  island, 
shall  not  be  subjected  to  any  of  these  restrictions, 
but  shall  be  left  to  the  care  and  control  of  the 
naval  officers. 

10.  That  all  steam  vessels  and  other  packets 
arriving  in  this  island,  at  those  ports,  shull  not 
be  subjected  to  an  examination;  but  that  the 
health  officer  shall  visit  each,  and  on  receiving  an 
assurance,  in  writing,  from  the  captain  and  sur- 
geon, that  no  disease  liable  to  quarantine  or  the 
imposition  of  sanitary  measures  exists  on  board, 
shall  ])e  admitted  to  pratique ;  should  disease  of 
such  a  nature  be  on  board,  the  passengers  shall 
not  be  allowed  to  land  or  hold  commnnicatioii 
w  ith  the  shore,  her  coaling  (if  required,)  shall  be 
performed  by  her  own  crew  ;  all  passengers  bound! 
to  this  island  shall  be  committud  to  the  char<re 
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of  (he  health  oflicor  to  be  dealt  with,  as  to  him 
"Shall  HCi-m  lit. 

11.  That  at  each  such  station,  buil(lin;:^s  sliall 
be  erected,  such  as  may  be  deemed  requisite  for 
•sanitary  and  other  purposes,  aud  a  proper  and 
convenient  place  selected,  at  wliich  Ibul  s1h[)s 
may  be  moored  and  cleansed  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  health  officer,  and  where  all  con- 
veniences shall  be  furnished. 

12.  That  at  every  port  or  place  so  appointed 
a  sanitarv  station,  means  shall  be  at  hand  to  co- 
erce  obedience. 

13.  That  in  every  port  or  place  so  appointed, 
the  person  selected  as  health  officer  shall  reside  ; 
that  on  no  account  whatsoever  shall  he  hold  more 
than  one  such  appointment;  that  at  every  such 
port  or  place  ^vhere  a  health  officer  is  appointed, 
u  boat  iind  boats  crew  shall  be  provided,  and  be 
at  his  disposal. 

14.  That  every  such  officer,  on  his  appoint- 
ment to  office,  shall  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
the  law,  and  a  printed  code  of  regulations,  whieh 
latter  shall  be  his  guide. 

15.  That  under  no  pretext  whatsoever  shall 
any  person,  in  the  absence  of  such  medical  ofticer, 
assume  to  him&:elf  the  functions  of  such  officer; 
that  every  medical  officer  accepting  such  an  ap- 
pointment, shall  make  such  arrangements,  that 
m  case  of  his  unavoidable  absence  or  sickness, 
he  may  be  represented  by  another  medical  man. 

16.  That  every  health' officer  shall  be  Inrnish- 
ed  with  a  propcT  book,  in  which  shall  be  enter- 
ed the  name,  description,  &c.  of  exery  vessel 
coming  into  his  port,  together  witli  a  statement 
of  her  sanitarv  condition,  kc,  at  the  time  of  ar- 
rival,  departure,  &c. 

17.  That  at  the  end  of  three  months,  a  eopy  of 
such  book  shall  be  forwarded  to  such  person  as 
may  be  appointed  to  receive  it,  in  order  that  they 
niav  be  recorded. 
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18.  That,  in  order  to  derive  all  practical  in- 
formation, and  also  to  ensure  the  well  working; 
of  any  bill  or  measure  your  honorable  house  may 
enact,  the  Board  would  recommend  that  a  super- 
intcndant  of  quarantine  should  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  should  be  to  pay  particular  atten- 
tion to  all  points  connected  with  tlie  depart- 
jnent — who  shall  draw  up  all  regulations  and  di- 
rections to  the  health  oflicers — shall  superintend 
the  different  stations— shall  act  as  registrar  of 
quarantine,  and  be  a  member  of  the  Central 
Board  of  Health. 

j9.  That  all  vessels  anchored  within  any  port 
of  this  island  shall  be  subjected  to  periodical  in- 
spection of  the  health  officer  of  the  port,  who^ 
shall  see  tliat  such  sanitary  measures  as  may  be 
directed  shall  be  duly  enforced.  The  Board 
would  strongly  urge  upon  the  legislature  the 
necessity  of  extending  sanitary  regulations  to 
vessels  anchored  within  Qur  pons. 

20.  That  in  every  instance  of  a  vessel  arriving 
at  a  port  she  shall  at  once  enter,  and  dro])  her 
anchor  at  such  convenient  spot  as  may  be  deter- 
mined upon  ;  she  shall,  as  soon  after  as  practi- 
cable, be  visited  by  the  health  officer,  who  shall 
board  the  vessel,  muster  the  crew  and  passen- 
gers, and  personally  examine  every  individual 
on  board  ;  he  shall  then  enquire  into  the  state 
of  the  vessel  itself  and  its  cargo  during  the 
voyage,  and  shall  inspect  the  condition  of  the 
vessel. 

21.  If  found  clean  in  all  respects,  she  shall  im- 
mediately be  admitted  to  pratique,  and  be  allow- 
ed either  to  take  up  her  berths  or  proceed  at  once 
to  her  destined  port. 

22.  That  a  heavy  penalty  be  imposed  upon 
any  person  who  shall  communicate  with  a  vesvsel 
thus  arriving  previous  to  the  health  officer's  visit, 
as  also  upon  any  person  who,  from  any  vessel  so 
circunibtancfd,  shall  lattd,  attempt  to  land,  or 
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hold  any  direct  communication  witli  the  shore, 
boat,  or  any  other  vessel,  previous  io  such  visit 
being  paid. 

*23.  That  shoukl  there  be  any  sickness  on  board 
not  attributed  to  the  foul  state  of  the  ship,  or  her 
cargo,  but  for  Avhich  sanitary  measures  are  or- 
dered to  be  adopted,  the  sick  and  convalescent 
shall  be  forthwith  landed,  and  be  considered  un- 
der the  care  of  the  medical  officers  ;  the  ves- 
sel then  to  proceed  as  above  stated  ;  all  the  heal- 
thy passengers  and  crew  being  admitted  to  pra- 
tique. 

24.  That  incase  of  a  vessel  arriving  with  sick- 
ness on  board,  attributable  to  the  foul  condition 
of  herself  or  cargo,  her  crew  and  passengers  shall 
forthwith  be  landed,  both  sick  and  well ;  the  ves- 
sel shall  then  be  taken  to  the  ground  selected 
for  cleaning,  where  she  .shall  be  purified  undei* 
the  superintendence  of  the  heaitli  officer,  her 
cargo  being  taken  out  as  quick  as  practicable, 
and  if  not  removed  at  once,  shall  be  placed  in 
convenient  sheds  on  land,  to  be  there  erected. 

25.  That  the  cargoes,  packages,  and  luggage  of 
the  passengers  may,  in  all  cases,  be  forthwith 
landed,  except  in  tlie  case  of  a  foul  ship,  which 
shall  not  be  touched,  till  she  has  been  moored  at 
the  appointed  place  and  duly  cleaned,  as  the 
Central  Board  shall  direct. 

26.  That  as  regards  bedding,  soiled  linen,  and 
body  clothes  of  persons  sufiering  from  disease, 
or  who  have  so  suffered  on  board,  these  shall  be 
immersed  for  two  or  three  hours  in  salt  water, 
and  afterwards  landed  and  washed  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  health  officer. 

27.  That  in  case  of  the  cargo  or  any  portion 
of  it  being  in  a  decayed  state,  measures  shall  im- 
mediately be  taken  for  its  immediate  removal  and 
destruction,  the  ship  being  purified  as  above  or- 
dered. 

28.  That  all  animals  which  are  on  board,  shall 
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be  landed  as  soon  as  possible,  and  8hall  not  be 
subjected  to  any  detention. 

29.  That  all  letters,  newspapers,  and  mail  ba«;s 
be  landed  without  delay,  and  without  undergo- 
ing any  ceremony  of  purifaction,  he. 

30.  The  Central  Board  are  of  opinion  that 
every  disease  for  which  restrictions  shall  be  adopt- 
ed, should  be  specifically  stated.  The  Board, 
after  mature  and  anxious  inquiry,  are  of  opinion 
that  the  only  disease  whose  progress,  w^hen  not 
epidemic,  can  be  stayed  or  ought  to  be  subjected 
to  restrictive  measures,  is  small  pox,  and  they 
are  confident  that  modified  measures  will  effect 
this  end.  The  Board  are  of  opinion  that  as  soon 
as  sanitary  measures  shall  have  been  properly  es- 
tablished, and  general  vaccination  enforced,  even 
this  disease  will  not  require  the  adoption  of  such 
means. 

31.  The  Board  would  recommend  that  in  case 
of  a  vessel  arriving  with  small  pox,  she  should 
be  treated  as  other  vessels  before  described,  as 
soon  as  the  health  officer  has  paid  his  visit.  The 
passengers  and  crew  shall  be  immediatoly  land- 
ed. The  sick  and  convalescent  shall  be  sent  to 
an  isolated  airy  apartment,  there  to  be  treated  by 
the  medical  officer  ;'  all  those  who  are  in  health, 
or  who  have  previously  had  the  disease,  or  been 
vaccinated,  shall  be  admitted  to  pratique,  such 
as  are  unvaccinated,  shall,  if  possible,  be  at  once 
subjected  to  the  cow  pox,  if  not,  they  shall  be 
detained  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  health 
officer. 

32.  The  Board  are  of  opinion  that  in  cases 
where  the  other  exanthemata  exist  on  board,  at 
the  time  of  a  ship's  arrival,  that  the  healthy  should 
at  once  be  admitted  to  pratique,  that  the  sick 
and  convalescent  may  be  removed  to  any  airy 
appartment,  hospital,  or  other  building,  as  the 
health  officer  may  appoint  in  cases  of  these  dis- 
eases being  present ;  if  any  of  the  crew  are  sick. 


Qiiardniine. 


and  the  vessel  i.s  clean,  well  ventilated,  and  not 
over-crowded,  there  appears  to  be  no  necessity 
whv  thev  should  he  removed. 

33.  The  Central  Board  would  recommend  tke 
same  measures  should  be  adopted  as  before- 
mentioned,  in  the  case  of  other  exanthemata  than 
small  pox  ;  also  in  cases  of  persons  arriving-  in 
ships  in  which  fevers,  cholera,  dysentery,  and  ery- 
sipelas prevail  on  the  principle  laid  down,  and 
the  assurance  of  the  truth  of  the  statement,  that 
ventilation  and  cleanliness,  will  prevent  and 
check  any  epidemic. 

34.  The  Board  are  of  opinion,  that  the  use  of 
lazarettos,  or  sanitary  prisons,  together  with 
*'  cordons  sanitaires,"  or  lines  of  fixed  bayonets 
and  loafled  muskets  for  the  prevention  of  dis- 
eascH,  is  now  obsolete. 


PREVENTION  OF  EPIDEMIC,  ENDEMIC, 
AND  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES. 


For  ihc  Angel  of  D?at1»  sprerid  I'.is  wings  on  the  blast, 
And  breathed  in  the  f;u;e  of  the  foe  as  lie  passed  ; 
And  t!ie  Eyes  of  the  Sleepers  waxed  deadly  and  chill, 
And  their  hearts  but  onee  heaved,  and  for  ever  grew  still." 

Byron. 

In  considering*  v,hat  simitary  regulations  are  requi- 
site to  be  adopted  for  the  prevention  of  epidemic,  en- 
demic, and  contag'ions  diseased  in  tiiis  island,  it  will 
be  advisable  to  take  a  cursory  view  of  the  island,  as 
regards  its  general  features,  its  position,  and  climate. 

Secondly,  To  specify  briefly  the  more  common  ex- 
citing causes  of  disease  among  tb.e  inhabitants. 

Tliirdiy,  To  consider  w  liat  are  the  prevalent  dis- 
eases, more  especially  those  which  assume  the  cha- 
racter of  epidemic  and  endemic. 

And  lastly,  To  point  out  such  means,  the  adoption 
of  which,  may  seem  necessary  for  the  prevention  and 
mitigation  of  such  maladies,  and  for  the  general  im- 
provement of  the  publ'c  health. 

The  island  of  Jamaica  is  situate  between  I7o  10' 
and  U>  10'  north  latitude,  and  ]>etween  7G«  15'  and 
780  2-3'  Nvest  longitude,  distant  about  thirty  leagues 
south  of  Cuba,  and  about  the  same  distance  west  of 
Saint  Domingo. 

It  is  of  an  irregular  oval  form,  lying  indirectly  east 
and  west.  Its  length  is  computed  to  be  aboul  one 
hundred  and  fdty  miles,  and  its  breadth  about  fort>- 
five,  containing,  tiierefore,  about  three  millions  eight 
hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  acres. 

This  island  w»s  discovered  })y  Christopher  Colum- 
bus, in  his  second  voyage  to  the  new  w  orld.  May  ;^d, 
1494.  At  the  time  of  its  discovery,  it  was  inhabited 
by  a  race  of  Indians,  who,  the  historiaii  Martvr  de» 
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Clares,  wfrc  more  enlightene(],  kijid, and  j2;entle,  than 
any  ils  diseoverers  had  met  wilh.  Columhus  de- 
scril)ed  it  as  (he  most  beautiful  island  in  these  seas," 
and  said,  "  tlrat  the  innumera})le  canoes  which  came 
ofi"  to  him,  alt(fsled  an  abundant  population."  Las 
Casas,  an  eye  witness,  declares  that  the  island  abound- 
ed with  inhabitants.  "  as  an  ant  hiil  with  ants." — 
There  can  be  no  doubt  then,  that  Jamaica  was  thick- 
ly populated,  and  its  favored  spots,  the  savannas, 
richly  thou,i;it  rudely  cultivated.  Jt  would  be  foreiii;n 
to  the  object  of  this  report,  to  enter  into  the  interest- 
ing history  we  possess  of  the  simple  habits  and  cus- 
toms of  these  people.  The  oiily  remains  of  their  exist- 
ence, when  the  lilniilish  forces  took  possession  of  the 
island  in  lOoo,  v\ere  tlieir  bones  mouideriuii;  in  caves, 
Vr  hither,  when  pui  sued,  they  had  fied  for  refuge  ;  and 
accumiilations  of  br<jken  pottery,  and  beds  of  shells 
of  marine  animals,  used  by  them  for  food,  pointing 
out  where  tiieir  viila.'2;es  had  once  been. 

Certain  it  is,  that  when  subjugated,  the  island  did 
not  contain  a  single  Indian  ;  so  effectually  had  the 
Spanish  blood-hound,  and  the  Castilian  blade  per- 
formed their  w  ork. 

At  the  time  of  its  discovery,  the  Tiidian  name  for  it, 
was  "  Xaymaca,"  supjjosed  by  some,  though  on  this 
point  authorities  diifer,  to  signify  an  abundance  of 
rivers — hence  Jamaica  has  been  called,  "  The  isle  of 
springs." 

The  surface  of  the  island  is  very  irregular,  and  is 
chielly  occupied  by  bold  and  lofty  mountains  of  vari- 
ous heights,  intersected  by  corresponding  valleys. 
The  principal  and  highest  range  runs  froni  east  to 
west,  forming  almost  a  perfect  barrier  between  the 
north  and  south  portion  of  the  island.  This  is  known 
by  the  irame  of  the  Blue  mountain  range,  and  is  situ- 
ated in  the  parishes  of  Port-Royal,  St.  David,  St. 
Thomas  in  the  East,  Portland,  and  St.  George.  On 
its  suniuiit  are  three  principal  masses  termed  peaks, 
stated  by  Robertson  to  be  of  the  respective  heights  of 
eight  tbousand  one  hundred  and  eighty  six,  seven 
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tbonsaiid  six  linndred  ancJ  fifty  six,  and  seven  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  seventy  six  feet  above  tlie  level 
of  the  sea.  Sir  11.  De  la  Beche  estimates  the  highest 
to  be  al)Out  seven  tliousand  six  hundred  feet,  a  mea- 
surement which  approaches  nearer  to  the  recent  one 
of  Mr.  Arnaboldi,  of  Kingston,  ^\ho  reduces  its  prin- 
cipal peak  to  seven  thousand  feet. 

Another  lofty  range,  but  inferior  in  altitude  to  the 
last,  extends  in  a  direction  from  north  west  to  south 
east,  through  the  parishes  of  Port- Royal,  St.  Andrew, 
and  St.  George.  This  range  includes  St.  Catherine's 
})eak,  estimated  by  De  la  Beche  at  four  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  seventy  one  feet. 

The  appearance  of  these  mountains  is  grand  in  the 
extreme,  and  the  effect  of  light  and  shade  upon  the 
ridges  and  chasms,  such  as  no  art  can  represent. 

Their  declivities  are  steep  and  abrupt — their  ridges 
sharp  ;  (thus,  the  summit  ot  the  main  ridge  of  the  Blue 
mountain,  is  not  more  than  three  or  four  yards  across,) 
they  are  partly  bare,  and  partly  covered  with  trees. 
The  valleys,  for  the  most  part  deep  and  narrow,  con- 
tain but  little  level  ground. 

To  the  westward  of  these  ranges,  the  mountains  are 
of  less  elevation,  though  here  and  there  a  more  lofty 
hill  appears.  They  are,  however,  different  in  appear- 
ance from  those  before  described  ;  they  are,  in  their 
outline,  less  irregular  and  craggy,  more  clothed  with 
verdure.  On  the  northern  side  of  the  island  the  moun- 
tains are  not  so  lofty  ;  here  the  land  rises  from  the 
shore  into  liills  and  swells,  remarkable  for  their  l)eau- 
ty — they  are  not  so  much  disposed  in  parallel  ridges 
as  on  the  south  side. 

The  valleys  generally,  are  of  limited  dimensions. 
That  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale,  embosomed  in  the 
hills,  is  nine  miles  long,  and  two  and  a  half  wide  ;  it 
forms  a  perfect  basin  were  it  not  that  the  Rio  Cobre 
bursts  through  the  mighty  f)arrier  on  its  southern  as- 
pect ;  besides  this,  there  are  innumerable  valleys  re- 
markable for  their  beauty  and  fertility,  as  Luidas 


Prevention  of  Epidemic,  Ejulcmic, 


Vale,  in  St.  John's,  and  the  basin  of  Whitney,  in  the 
Mocho  monntains,  in  Clarendon. 

The  most  extensive  plain,  or  savanna,  in  the  island, 
is  that  of  Lignanea,  \vhieh  begins  a  f<^w  miles  east  of 
Kingston,  and  stretches  westward,  through  the  pa- 
rishes of  St.  Andrew,  St.  Catherine,  and  St.  Doro- 
thy, to  a  point  west  of  Old-llarbonr,  a  distance  of 
abo\it  thirty  miles,  with  an  average  breadth  of  from 
four  to  seven.  Its  eastern  extremity  is  raised  nbont 
seven  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  to  which 
it  gradually  declines.  It  is  defended  at  this  portion, 
from  the  ocean,  by  the  palisadoes,  a  sand  bank  seve- 
ral miles  in  length,  which  joins  the  town  of  Port- 
Koval  to  the  main  land  :  in  the  remainder  of  its  ex- 
tent  it  is  bounded  inland  by  the  base  of  the  mountains 
already  mentioned,  and  to  the  southward  by  the 
shore,  west  of  Port-Henderson,  where  it  widens  very 
much  ;  a  range  of  low  hills,  called  the  Healtlisljire 
hills,  intervene,  for  a  few^  miles,  between  it  and  the 
sea. 

This  plain  is  divided  from  that  of  Vere  and  lower 
Clarendon  by  a  narrow  range  of  lulls,  which  approach 
the  sea,  near  Salt- River  Bay.  It  extends  from  south 
east  to  north  west,  about  eighteen  miles,  with  an  ave- 
rage breadth  of  seven  or  eight. 

On  the  north  west,  the  Vere  plain  is  joined  by 
the  Mile-gully,  a  picturesque  valley,  several  miles  in 
length.  On  the  western  side  of  the  island  the  savan- 
nas are  not  of  great  extent ;  the  largest  are  the  Pedro 
plains,  near  great  Pedro  point,  and  the  Savanna-la- 
Mar,  in  Westmoreland,  towards  south  Negril  point, 
the  most  westward  cape  of  the  island.  A  consider- 
able portion  of  these  plains  is  lows  and  covered  with 
swamps.  On  the  eastern  side,  the  plain  of  Bath  ex-  ^ 
tends  from  the  town  of  that  name,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Plantain-Garden  river,  near  Point- Worant,  the  most 
eastern  cape  of  the  island.  Oji  the  nortli  side,  no 
plains  of  any  extent  occur.  The  country,  between 
Montei-o-Bav,  on  the  west,  and  St.  Anns- Bay,  on 
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the  east,  consists  oHow,  iibrnpt,  and  precipitous  hills, 
Avith  but  little  land  between  them  and  the  sea. 

This  island  displays  characteristic  appearances  of 
bavins?  been  the  sport  of  mii2,hty  revolutions;  it  bears 
indeliblv  iuipressed  upon  it,  the  record  of  the  earth- 
qtiakefits  therinal  sprinj^'s,  and  volcanic  reliqaes, 
])oint  to  iinprisoned  tires  burstin^i;  from  their  thral- 
dom, when  the  Carribbean  Archipelago  was  probably 
nj)lieaved  into  islands,  and  its  intervening  valleys 
overwhelmed  by  the  bubbling-  tide. 

Since  these  days,  however,  Jamaica  has  felt  the  in- 
fluence of  subterranean  forces,  and  has  been  on  one, 
or  more  than  one  occasion,  shaken  to  her  very  foun- 
dation ;  its  fissured  cliffs,  and  distorted  strata,  its 
mural  precipices,  its  cavernous  pits,  and  rocky  vallies, 
all  bear  witness  of  the  miraculous  fury  of  convulsed 
nature. 

Primitive  or  nnstratified  rocks,  which  formed  in 
the  days  of  chaos,  or  ere  man  was,  the  naked  skele- 
ton of  the  globe,  do  not  appear  to  exist.  The  oldest 
vock  here  of  the  transition  formation,  aTid  consists  of 
grauwacke,  under  difi'erent  varieties  and  forms.  J)e 
la  Beche  informs  us,  that  these  rocks  are  to  be  met 
with,  chiefly  in  the  mountains  of  Surry,  the  site  of  the 
loftiest  and  largest  ranges,  also  in  the  parishes  of  St. 
Mary  and  St.  John. 

As  regards  the  geological  conformation  of  Jamaica, 
a  glance  at  a  map  of  America  suggests  to  the  mind 
that  the  chain  of  islands  which  stretch  from  the  south- 
ern to  the  northern  continent,  and  enclose,^  within  a 
basin,  the  Carribbean  sea,  are  a  continuation  of  one 
of  the  easterly  mountain  chains  of  Equatorial  Ame- 
rica. The  smaller  islands  are  the  detached  points  of 
t  he  ridge,  between  whose  depressions  the  ocean  flows, 
while  the  larger  antilles  are  masses  that  expand  out, 
anfl  rafliate  into  less  elevated  lines. —  Humboldt,  in 
his  Memoir  of  the  Mountain  Chains  of  the  Earth,  re- 
marks that  "  their'linear  characteristics,  serve  to  elu- 
i(lat(!  many  problems  in  geology  and  physics  which 
had  [)rcviously  been  considered  iiiexplicalde.    In  |.>ri- 
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meval  times  the  elastic  powers  of  the  interior,  more 
energetic  perhaps,  and  with  more  facility,  traversing 
the  crust  of  the  globe,  filled  this  crust  with  crevices, 
and  injected  it  with  masses  and  veins  of  basalt,  me- 
talic  substances,  and  other  matters  introduced  after 
solidification  had  been  completed.    The  period  of  the 
great  geological  revolutions  was  that,  when  the  com- 
munictions  acted  upon  a  greater  number  of  points, 
and  when  the  tendency  to  establish  these  communi- 
cations gave  rise,  in  the  line  of  the  long  crevices  to 
the  cordillerasof  the  Andes,  and  liimmaleh  mountains, 
to  chains  of  less  elevation,  and  to  the  ridges  ^hose  un- 
dulations embellish  lowland  landscapes."  As  a  proof 
of  these  protrusions,  he  directs  attention  to  the  plains  of 
the    Ma<gdalena,  and  the  Meta,  extending  almost, 
^vitliout  interruption,  over  platforms  of  sandstone, 
liaving  an  elevation  varying  from  eight  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  to  ten  thousand  two  lumdred  and 
thirty  feet.    Now,  the  West  Indian  islands  are  a  pro- 
longation of  the  linear  crevices,  and  of  the  elevations 
that  form  the  mountains  between  the  Magdalena  and 
the  Meta;  and  what  the  sandstones  spoken  of  are  to 
the  plains  of  Eq-uatorial  America,  the  limestones  are 
to  the  coral  deposit's  of  the  Carribbean  sea.  Rocks 
have  been  protruded  around  circular  apertures,  or 
through  longitudinal  cracks  of  small  extent,  and  the 
elevated  masses  still  manifest  the  original  power  that 
protruded  them,  by  shaking  the  crust  of  the  earth  in 
linear  directions,  or  in  spaces  which  remain  I  he  same 
through  numbers  of  years. 

In  tlie  rocks  of  the  transition  formation,  l)e  la  Beche 
also  enumerates  transition  limestone  of  a  blue  greyish 
colour,  and  of  a  hard  compact  nature,  traversed  by 
veins  of  calcareous  spar  ;  these  occur  in  difl'erent  parts 
of  the  island,  associated  and  mixed,  in  a  conlused 
irianner,  with  sandstones,  argillacious,  and  micacious 
slates,  &c. 

J\ext,  he  alludes  to  the  medial  or  (  arboniferou;> 
rocks,  ami  describes  the  red  and  gn^v  sandstones,  va- 
ii;-     'iVoin  very  minpacl       frin'^Ie,  mixed  up  witl; 
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coiiiilonierates  and  marls.  The  locks  of  this  for- 
mation are  not  very  generally  diffused,  but  occur 
in  isolated  districts  ;  in  some  parts,  as  in  St.  .Vn- 
drew's  mountains,  there  are  found  shale,  schistose^ 
sandstones,  and  morecon»pact  sandstone  beds,  close- 
ly resembling'  in  mineralogical  structure,  the  coal 
measures  of  some  parts  of  Ei. inland,  and  the  proba- 
bility of  their  being  such,  becomes  the  greater,  from 
the  circumstance  that  thin  seams  of  coal  are  observed 
among  them.  "I  met,"  he  adds,  "with  only  three 
of  these  seams,  of  not  more  than  an  inch  and  an  inch 
and  a  half  in  thickness  how  numerous  they  may  be, 
it  would  be  difticult  to  say  ;  as  the  section  presented 
was  of  no  great  size,  yet  1  do  not  suspect  tliat  there 
are  any  beds  of  this  substance  that  would  be  worth 
working  for  useful  purposes." 

Of  the  supermedial  or  secondary  rocks,  he  men- 
tions porphyritic  conglomerate,  associated  with  por- 
phyry, syenite,  greenstone,  and  other  trap  rocks.— 
These  exist  chiefly  in  those  parishes  which  surround 
and  contain  the  131ue  mountain  range,  as  also  St. 
Mary's  and  St.  John's,  It  should  be  remarked, 
he  adds,  "  that  the  trappean  rocks  of  Jamaica  are 
often  very  much  decomposed  to  a  considerable  depth, 
so  as  not  to  be  always  easily  recognized."  This  is 
often  known  popularly,  by  the  name  of  "  rotten  rock." 
This  decomposition  chiedy  takes  place  in  those  vari- 
eties, in  which  felspar  forms  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  mass ;  it  would  then  seem  to  arise  from  the  de- 
composition of  this  mineral,  under  the  effects  of  ex- 
posure. 

Of  the  superior  or  tertiary  rocks,  he  mentions  the 
white  limestone,  the  savanna  conglomerate,  and  sand- 
stone, and  alluvium  and  diluvium.  The  white  lime- 
stone formation  is  the  one  which  forms  the  most  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  island.  De  la  Beche  informs 
ns  that  il  is  not  homogeneous  in  its  composition,  some 
parts  of  its  strata  being  more  argillaceous  than  others, 
these  parts  become  decomposed  by  the  action  of  the 
atmosphere,  causing  the  LMirCace  to  be  ragged  and  full 
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or  {sharp  in?'({ualitits,  fVoin  whicli  circumstance  Ihe 
name  oT  ''iioiiey  comb  ruck"  i«  very  generally  ap- 
plied to  it. 

Tliis  appearance  is  only  seen  upon  its  siirfuce,  or 
exposed  portions.  The  strata  are  often  from  ten  to 
twenty  feet  thick,  fVecpiently  interstratitied  with  ex- 
tejjsive  beds  of  red  marl  and  sandstone,  as  also  with 
<  halky  marl.  Beneath  the  limestone,  and  its  asso- 
ciated strata,  there  are  layers  of  sands  and  marls,  the 
latter  containing  librous  gypsum,  and  often  mixed  up 
Avith  primitive  limestone.  Tiie  lower  part  of  this 
Avhite  lim<\stone  formation  consists  of  beds  of  a  yellow- 
ish white  limestone,  of  a  chalky,  sandy,  and  marly  na- 
ture, but  many  beds  are  compact.  This  chalky  bed  is 
often  rich  in  fossils.  In  ur.iny  parts  this  formation  is 
of  considerable  dej)th  ;  in  some,  to  which  l)e  la  Beche 
refers,  it  cannot  be  less  than  from  two  thousand  to 
three  thousand  feet.  The  diffusion  of  the  white  lime- 
stone is  very  extensive,  constituting  whole  ranges  of 
hills,  as  the  IManchester,  St.  Catherine,  St.  Thomas 
in  the  Vale,  and  St.  Ann's — also  the  Healthshire  hills 
of  St.  Catherine,  and  the  long  mountain  near  King- 
ston;  in  fact,  nearly  all  tlie  midland,  and  by  far  the 
greater  portion  of  the  whole  island. 

It  is  charactci'ized  by  being  hollowed  into  innu- 
merable holes  and  cavities,  among  whir;h  the  rains, 
Avhich  fail  in  the  district  composed  of  it,  immediately 
disappear  ; — hence  arises  the  general  scarcity  of 
s|)rings  in  those  portions  of  the  island,  principally 
eomj)osed  of  these  rocks,  and  the  necessity  the  inha- 
bitants of  such  parts  are  under  for  making  tanks  to 
preserve  a  supply  of  rain  water.  The  portions  ol 
I'ountry  occupied  by  the  white  limestone  formation, 
are  in  a  great  measure  shewn  upon  a  good  map  of 
Jamaica,  (Robertson's  small  one,)  by  a  want  of  rivers, 
Avhile  they  are  numerous  in  the  districts  composed 
of  other  rocks.  Some  rivers  will  be  found  to  flow  for 
a  short  distance,  and  then  to  sink,  sometimes  coming 
to  the  surface,  and  again  sinking  ;  several  springs  flow 
only  a  very  little  way,  being  swallowed  up  l)y  some  ot 
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tliese  cavities.  They  are  properly  known  l)y  the 
lame  of  sink  holes  when  small,  and  of  cockpits  when 
arge  ;  many  of  them  are  of  .creat  depth.  As  may  be 
supposed  Jamaica  po:^s8S:ses  some  ej^tiensive  and  mag- 
aificent  caves. 

The  savanna  conglomerate,  and  sandstone  of  l)e  la 
Beche  occur  in  some  parts,  as  in  tlie  plains  of  St.  Ja- 
2,0,  Vere,  and  other  places,  Lnit  it  is  not  very  general- 
ly difl'iised  ;  he  states  that  he  so  named  it  from  fnul- 
ins:  it  chiefly  confined  to  the  savannas  resting  npon 
Ihe  white  limestone. 

This  formation  contains  a  qnantity  of  magnetic  iron 
ore,  which  may  often  be  seen  colouring  black,  water 
[bourses  in  the  savannas  after  heavy  rains.  There  is 
110  doubt  that  the  rocks  of  Jamaica  are  rich  in  mine- 
ral ores,  but  as  yet,  from  want  of  enterprise  and  capi- 
tal, little  has  been  done  in  exploring  tliem. 

As  regards  the  diluvium  and  alluvium,  these  chiefly 
occur  in  the  valleys  and  the  plains,  and  at  the  mouths 
of  rivers.  Thus  the  plain  of  Ijguanea  is  almost 
wholly  composed  of  diluvial  gravel,  consisting  prin- 
cipally of  the  detritus  of  St.  Andrew's  and  Port-Koyal 
mountains,  and  evidently  produced  by  causes  not 
now  in  action,  but  derived  from  these  mountains  by 
partial  decomposition  of  the  rocks  which  compose 
them.  These  mountains  are  composed  of  white  lime- 
stone, porphyry,  syenite,  greenstone,  red  |)orphyritic 
conglomerate,  and  silicious  sandstones,  w  ith  red  sand- 
stone and  conglomerates  of  an  older  date.  Hounded 
pieces  of  all  these  rocks,  (those  of  the  hrst  being  very 
rare,  from  its  comparative  softness,)  form  the  diluvial 
gravel  of  Liguanea.  The  Hope  river,  with  the  Mam- 
mee  river,  which  falls  into  it,  drains  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  St.  Andrew's  mountains,  and  loses  it- 
self, when  the  waters  are  low,  among  the  Liguanea 
gravels,  where  the  latter  meet  the  solid  strata  of  the 
mountains ;  but  when  swollen  by  heavy  rains,  the 
river  rushes  with  considerable  force  through  the  de- 
fde  near  the  Hope  tavern,  and  traverses  the  gravel 
plain,  which  it  has  cut  to  u  considerable  depth,  so 
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that,  in  fact,  Xhv  causes  now  in  action  tend  to  (lestmy 
the  (liluvial  plains  rather  than  to  add  to  them.  'IMie 
section  of  tliese  gTavels,  which  the  river  has  Tormefl 
by  cuttinj^  its  l)ed,  cannot  he  less  than  from  two  hun- 
dred to  three  hundred  feet  in  depth  near  the  Hope 
tavern. 

In  addition  to  the  river,  numerous  gullies,  (formed 
by  heavy  tropical  rains,)  cut  the  diluviid  plain  of  Li- 
guanea  in  various  directions,  so  that  every  stream  that 
crosses  it  tends;  to  its  destruction. 

As  previously  stated,  at  its  upper  portion  it  is  de- 
fended by  the  palisadoes  ;  alluvial  maitcr  is  deposited 
in  some  parts  of  its  shore,  ])articularly  between  King- 
ston and  Port-Henderson,  vvhei'e  mangrove  trees  are 
numerous.  These  trees  are  particularly  well  calcu- 
lated for  the  formation  of  alluvium — their  long  stilt- 
like roots  collecting  mud  and  other  matters  togetlier, 
and  protecting  what  they  have  accumulated  from  any 
sudden  rush  of  water. 

The  diluvial  plain  of  Liguanea  is  continued  vv^est- 
ward  throngh  the  lands  of  St.  Catherine  and  St.  Do- 
rothy ;  sands  and  clays,  of  different  colours,  are  more 
abundant,  but  in  other  respects  the  (h'luvium  is  the 
same.  The  sections  aflbrded  by  the  rivers  and  gul- 
lies are  of  considerable  extent,  though  there  is  none 
so  deep  as  that  of  the  Hope  river. 

1  he  large  plain  of  Vere  and  Clarendon  is  separat- 
f^d  from  the  al)Ove,  as  before  described,  by  a  low  range 
of  white  limestone.  It  is  surrounded  by  white  lime- 
stone hills  and  mountains  on  all  sides,  save  on  tiie 
south  east,  where  it  is  washed  by  the  sea,  with  the 
excej)tion  of  that  portion  protected  by  the  Portland 
ridge.  Hie  greater  part  of  this  plain  is  diluvial,  con- 
sisting of  gravels,  clays,  and  sands.  The  former  are 
composed  of  the  same  trappean  rocks  as  above  named, 
and  these  appear  to  have  been,  in  a  great  measure, 
derived  from  the  partial  destruction  of  the  trap  dis- 
tricts among  the  St.  John  and  Clarendon  moun- 
tains. 

Diluvium  occurs  at  the  bottom  of  Luidas  Yale,  and 
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[1  some  i)arts  of  the  St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale  basin,^ 
lixed  witl)  alluvium  ;  it  forms  a  considerable  part  of 
3\vhin(l  between  Annotto-Bay  and  Bntl-Bay.  As 
H^^ht  be  expected,  tiie  mouths  of  rivers,  generally 
peaking-,  are  alluvial,  though  some  are  also  diluvial. 

Volcanic  Rocks. — l)e  la  Beche  describes  rocks  of 
his  character  as  existing-  in  St.  George's;  he  de- 
cribes  the  Black  liill,  wliich  he  thinks  referrible  to 
vhat  are  commonly  called  extinct  volcanoes. 
-It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  soil  of  Jamaica  is,  in 
he  cuitiviited  parts,  chietly  alluvial,  and  to  this  is 
dfled  larii;e  quantities  of  manure,  reqiHsite  for  the 
ultivation  of  the  sugar  cane  and  other  vegetable 
ta  I  >les. 

Except  the  districts,  which  lie  within  the  white 
imestone  formation,  Jamaica  has  the  advantage  of 
eing  well  watered  by  numerous  rivers,  rivulets,  and 
prings.  None  of  the  rivers  are  navigable,  except  the 
Mack-River,  in  St.  Elizabeth,  by  which  goods  are 
)rou;^ht  down  and  carried  up  about  thirty  miles  in 
lat  bottomed  boats  and  canoes. 

The  otl^er  chief  rivers  are  the  Rio  Cobre  and  Minho, 
in  the  south,  and  Martha  Brae,  ^Vhite,  Ginger,  and 
Treat  rivers,  on  the  north. 

Some  of  the  rivers,  as  above  alluded  to,  in  the  lime- 
tone  district,  sink  suddenly,  and  after  a  subterra-- 
lean  course,  appear  above  ground  again.  The  ma- 
ority  of  tiie  rivers  are  small,  as  regards  their  general 
)readth  and  d(!|)th.  During  t\\e  seasons,  however,  or 
ifter  heavy  rains,  they  become  enormously  swollen  ; 
n  fact,  they  are  then  transformed  into  torrents,  sweep- 
ng  down  every  thing  in  their  headlong  course  to  ttie 
)cean,  in  which  their  discoloured  streams  ol'ten  tlow 
or  a  long  distance  without  commingling  their  waters. 
Juring  such  floods,  thev  often  overflow  their  banks, 
nundating  wlnde  tracts  of  land,  thus  giving  rise  to 
jwamps.  Many  of  the  rivers  have  splendid  cascades. 
'  Some  of  the  smaller  rivers  arising  in  the  lowlands 
ire  sluggish  in  their  movement,  thus  giving  rise  to 
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morass  and  lagoons,  this  is  the  case  in  the  Caymanas 
di^trkM:,  in  St.  Catherine's. 

Several  parishes  are  ahnost  entirely  devoid  of 
spcmgs,  as  Manchester  and  St.  Ann's*^  while  others 
as  St.  Andrew's,  Port- Royal,  St.  (Teor^e\s,  and  St. 
Mary  s,  ahound  with  them — a  few  mineral  springs  oc- 
«ur  in  Jamaica,  thus  the  Milk  River  Bath  in  Vere ; 
itwo  at  Bath,  in  St.  Thomas  in  the  Ea.^t,  the  one 
thermal,  th«  other  cold. 

An  aluminous  chalybeate  at  Silver  Hill,  in  St.  An- 
drew's, and  a  f  haiybeate  at  St.  Faith's,  in  St.  John's  ; 
a  saline  spring-  also  makes  its  appearance  on  the  Long 
Jiill  near  Kingston. 

There  are  nnmerons  harbours — besides  a  vast  num- 
ber of  bays,  creeks,  and  coves,  capable  of  affording 
more  or  less  shelter  to  vessels.  The  safest  and  most 
capacious  of  these,  are  those  of  Port-Morant,  King- 
ston, and  Old-Harbour,  on  the  southside  ;  and  those 
of  Lucea  and  Port-Antonio  on  the  northern  shores. 

There  are  two  rainy  periods,  commonly  known  as 
the  May  and  October  seasons.  Considerable  varia- 
tion  is  observable  in  the  seasons  of  the  year  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  island;  thus,  generally  speaking, 
the  rains  are  much  more  frequent,  and  fall  at  less  re- 
gular periods  on  the  north,  than  on  the  south  side. 
The  seasons  vary  also  as  to  the  time  thev  make  their 
appearance  ;  thus,  they  are  sometimes  earlier,  and 
sometimes  later  than  usual.  Sometimes  they  do  not 
make  their  appearance  at  all.  They  seem  indeed,  in 
recent  years,  to  have  become  more  uncertain  than  for- 
merly,  both  as  to  their  existence  and  as  to  the  tnne 
of  their  coming,  as  also  of  their  duration. 

At  both  periods  of  the  year  the  seasons  are  pre- 
ceded by  an  intense  closeness  of  the  atmosphere  ; 
there  is  generally  a  complete  lull  of  the  usual  winds, 
or  if  the  trades  continue,  they  blow  directly  from  the 
south  east,  and  are  then  sultry  and  oppressive.  No 
strata  of  clouds  appear  above  to  screen  at  intervals 
the  scorching  rays  of  a  vertical  sun.    The  little  mois- 
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tiire  that  exists  on  the  surface  of  the  earth,  is  rapidly 
vapourized  and  taken  up.  After  a  time,  the  clouds 
be^^in  to  accumulate  on  the  mountain  tops,  and  fall 
in  .sudden  heavy  showers^  accompanied  wiih  vivid 
tlashes  of  lightniug  and  rolling,  peals  of  thunder;: 
firadually  dense  dark  masses  of  clouds- baiii.  up  to  the 
soutlivvard,  and  rapidly  pass  round  to  the  west;-  at 
regular  periods  of  the  day  they  suddenly  descend 
like  torrents  from  on  high,  accompanied  vvitlr  tremen- 
dous peals  of  thunder.  These  showers  cease  and  re- 
cur; sometimes  they  last  for  hours,  alternating,  with 
gleams  and  bursts  of  sunshine-  Thi^  periodical  and 
diurnal  fall  of  rain  in  the  case  of  the  May  seasons,  is 
ct)nrinued  for  a  space  of  fi'om  ten  days  to  three  weeks. 
As  regards  the  October  or  Autumnal  rains,,  these  are 
also  preceded  by  great  heat  and  closeness  of  the  at- 
mosphere, continuing  day  and  night.  Now,  however, 
the  horizon  thickens  with  heavy  clouds,  the  whole- 
face  of  nature  appears  downcast  and  troubled,  a  fear- 
full  stillness  reigns,  the  electric  discharge  occurs, 
and  down  the  deluge  comes;  the  rain  descends  in; 
sheets,  inundating,  in  a  few  minutes,  the  whole  country^ 
and  souietimes  continues  with  little  or  no  intermission 
for  days  and  nights.  These  falls  of  rain  are  some- 
times accompanied  with  sudden  violent  gusts  or 
squalls  of  wind.  After  a  variable  duration,  the  show- 
ers become  less  heavy  and  less  frequent ; — the  sun 
])ursts  out  in  all  his  glory  ; — the  north  east  wind,  or 
regular  trade  breeze,  blows  fresher  and  stronger  ;--the 
atmosphere  becomes  cool  and  balmy,  and  the  whole 
of  nature  seems  roused  from  a  state  of  torpor. 

The  annual  fall  of  rain  is  sometimes  reckoned  at 
fifty  inches.  At  New  Castle  the  fall  has  been  found 
to  be  about  sevfinty  inches.  Generally  refreshing 
rains  fall  during  the  montlis  of  July,  August,  and  De- 
cember, in  the  latter  month  about  Christmas. 

The  trade  wind,  or  sea  IVreeze,  usually  sets  in  be- 
tween (he  hours  of  eight  and  ten  o'clock  m  the  morrr- 
ings,  increases  as  the  sun  approaches  the  meridian, 
and  gradually  declines  or  dies  away  as  he  advaiicej 
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to  the  westward,  until  it  is  succeeded  or  overpowered 
in  the  evening  at  a  varying  hour,  by  a  rush  of  cool 
air  from  the  mountains,  which  blows  towards  the  low- 
lands in  every  direction  ;  this  is  termed  the  land  wind, 
and  extends  only  a  limited  distance  from  the  shore. 
The  causes  and  sources  of  the  trade  winds  are  now 
imderstood. 

The  sea  breeze  seldom  blows  direct  east,  but  from 
a  point  to  the  north  or  southward  of  that  quarter,  tlie 
former  is  properly  considered  the  prevailing  and 
trade  wind,  and  is  that  which  proves  the  most  re- 
freshing to  the  inhabitants.  When  it  blows  from  the 
southward  of  east,  it  is  often  a  forerunner  of  rain, 
ouins:  to  the  situation  of  the  island,  which  does  not 
lie  directly  east  and  west :  the  tratle  wind  is  inter- 
rupted  in  its  regular  coarse  by  the  eastern  extremity, 
which,  by  lying  to  the  southward  of  east,  occasions 
tlie  inhabitants  on  the  south  side  to  receive  the  breeze 
immediately  from  the  southward,  though  its  natural 
course  is  from  the  northward  of  east.  The  wind  from 
the  nortii  east  in  Kingston  or  Spanish-Town,  is  usu- 
ally a  partial  land  wind,  conveying  an  increased  heat, 
and  is  generally  considered  unhcaltliy  ;  it  is  well 
known  to  the  inhabitants  by  the  name  of  "rock 
Avind." 

The  land  breeze  depends  upon  the  air  over  the  sea 
at  night,  becoming  warmer  and  more  rarified,  than 
that  on  the.  land,  where  radiation  is  still  going  on. — 
Jn  consequence,  the  cold  heavy  air  rushes  down  to 
supply  the  place  of  the  hot  and  lighter  air  which  de- 
scends. This  only  holds  true  of  the  mountamous  is- 
lands ;  in  other  or  flat  islands,  the  sea  l)reeze  conti- 
nues to  blow  all  night,  although  much  diminished  in 
force,  but  there  is  no  a]:)preciable  land  breeze. 

These  breezes,  however,  vary  nnich — thus  some- 
times the  sea  breeze  does  not  set  in  at  all,  or  not  till 
lery  late  ;  sometimes  it  continues  to  blow  all  nighl, 
instead  of  the  land  lu-eeze. 

The  temperature  of  the  atmospiiere  of  cfuirse  will 
yary  according  to  the  situation  and  elevation  of  the 
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and.  In  the  plains,  on  the  sea  const,  the  therniome- 
er  does  not  oenerally  vary  mon'  thiin  nine  (h*i>  iyes  hi 
he  middle  of  the  day  dnrin;.';  the  year,  i>s  l^i.^•hest 
an<'e  being'  about  92'>  (in  very  hot  years,  it  has  been 
:nown  as  liigh  as  and  its  lowest  tU^  or  a2<>  at 
hat  period. 

In  the  niiihts,  there  is  a  considerable  difference, 
he  thermometer  in  the  months  of  July  and  August, 
eldom  faiiino-  lower  than  85o,  while  in  i)ecember,  Ja- 
luary,  and  February,  it  sometimes  sinks  down  to  70", 
)5o,  or  62". 

Moselv,  in  his  work  on  the  diseases  of  Jamaica, 
tates,  "  Tlie  greatest  heat  shewn  by  the  thermome- 
er  in  the  open  sun,  is  about  three  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ernoon,  wdien  the  mercury  rises  several  degrees 
[ij;her  than  it  does,  placed  in  the  sun  at  any  other 
inie  of  the  day.  Here  (Spanisii-Town,)  it  frequently 
iiounts  to  12()o  and  [:}0^,  and  mucli  higlier.  according 
o  the  clearness  of  the  skv,  and  as  the  earth  or  situa- 

ft' 

Lion  is  more  or  less  reflecting." 

The  northside  of  the  island,  from  being  more  moun- 
tainous, or  rather  its  plains,  occupying  a  very  small 
Jistance  from  the  sea,  and  from  its  being  directly  ex- 
posed to  the  north  east  trade  winds,  experiences  a 
p'eater  difference  as  to  climate  and  seasons  to  that 
.vhich  distinguishes  the  south.  The  rains  in  the  for- 
iier  are  much  more  frequent,  and  fall  at  less  regular 
periods  than  in  the  latter ;  while  from  the  vicinity  of 
ihe  coast  to  the  mountains,  the  atmosphere  is  render^ 
ed  cooler,  and  receives  more  frequent  concussions 
md  ci^anges  from  the  thimder  and  lightning  that  so 
constantly  prevail,  and  with  so  much  more  force  on 
the  north  side.  During  the  months  of  December, 
January,  and  February,  strong  north  winds  often  pre- 
vail, blowing  direct  from  the  American  coast. 

Almost  any  climate  may  be  obtained  in  the  moun- 
tainous districts.  The  mean  temperature  of  the  hills 
on  the  south  side,  at  the  elevation  of  a  thousand  feet  or 
upwards,  is  in  summer  about  7-5";  in  the  winter 
about  72"  or  70",  thoTigh  the  thermometer  sometimes 
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Sinks  to  and  even  in  higher  districts  to  48''; 

snow  has  never  been  seen,  but  ice  has  been  obtained 
on  the  lop  of  the  Blue  mountain  peak  ;  had  is  not  of 
Unconnnon  occurrence,  and  has  been  known  to  fall 
even  in  Kinj^ston. 

The  fall  of  dew  on  fine  serene  and  calm  nights,  is 
very  heavy,  jrivirii^-  in  fact,  the  appearance  of  a  light 
shower  having  fallen  ;  e\ce|)ting  immediately  pre- 
ceding a  hurricane,  the  barometrical  changes  are  im- 
perceptil)le,  the  mercury  always  remaining  o[)posite 
29, oO  on  the  scale  of  the  iustnnnent. 

Earthquakes,  after  very  hot  dry  weather,  sometimes 
occur  in  Jamaica,  and  it  is  well  known,  have  former- 
ly been  prorliictive  of  great  mis(^hief.    Jamaica  has 
from  time  to  time  been  visited  by  those  territic  phe- 
n()meiia  called   hurii(;anes.     Thev  usually   set  in 
from  tiie  south  east  and   pass  off  at  the  north  or 
north  west.    They  have  generally  been  confined  to 
the  summer  months,  as  Angust,  September,  and 
October,  which  are  therefore  commonlv  know^n  avS 
the  hurricane  months.    I'hey  occur  less  frequently 
in  Jamaica,  than  among  the  other  Antilles.  Little, 
as  yet,  is  known  respecting  the  electrical  states  of  the 
atmosphere,  but  that  they  have  a  close  and  important 
connection  with  the  changes  of  temperature,  no  one 
can  reasonably  doubt.    It  has  been  considered  advi- 
sal)le  to  insert  here  the  following  description  of  the 
trade  winds,  and  the  ex[)lanation  of  the  causes  of  hur- 
ricane, as  given  i)y  Mr.  Richard  Hill,  a  well  known 
naturalist,  and  an  accurate  observer  of  the  phenomena 
of  nature  : — "  It  is  easy  to  comprehend  the  difference 
in  the  tw^o  seasons,  (May  and  October,  or  vernal  or  au- 
tumnal,) which  Converts  the  broken  squalls  of  the  one, 
into  the  fell  and  disastrous  hurricanes  of  the  other. 
When  the  sun  enters  the  northern  hemisj)here,  and 
rises  towards  the  zenith,  the  breeze  from  the  north 
east  softens,  and  at  length  ceases.    The  rains  then 
descend,  and  the  south  cast  wind  follows  the  sun  to 
the  northern  solstice.    The  difference  of  tempera- 
ture between  the  tropics  and  the  southern  zone  be- 
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[ig  now  the  greatest,  the  Antarctic  currents  exercise 
n^iuliuence  on  the  diurnal  breezes  of  the  northern 
emisphere.    In  the  traverse  of  {he  snn  to  the  south, 
he  same  succession  of  chaiii^es  occur,  anri  the  nortii 
ast  wind  is,  in  its  turn,  restored.    The  strength  and 
luration  of  the  prevailing  breezes  are  determined  by- 
he  position  of  the  sun.    Wlierever  the  sun  is  vertical, 
here  exists  the  boundary  of  the  two  winds,  and  the 
pace  is  subject  to  calms,  interrupted   by  violent 
torms.    On  eitiier  side  of  this  line,  the  breeze  is 
?ither  north  east,  or  south  e-ast.  Tiie  electrical  condi- 
ionofthe  atmosphere  (the  state  upon  w^hich  all  its 
rieteorological  phenomena  depend,)  is  more  replete 
rith  the  material  of  storm  in  these  latitudes,  after  the 
un  has  passed  and  re-passed  to  and  fr(ym  the  Tropic 
)f  Cancer,  than  when  it  is  approaching  it  in  spring, 
t  has  been  unceasingly  receiving  an  accession  of 
•iectricity  from  the  ascending  currents  of  vapour, 
•aised  bv  the  directer  ravs  of  ilie  sun,  tl)rou£»h  the  in- 
erval  of  time  from  Mav  to  Au2:ust.    The  northern 
5ea  breeze  now  regains  its  ascendancy,  but  not  gra- 
luallif  and  moderately,  as   n  tlie  setting  in  of  the 
joutherly  trade  winds,  but  \*ith  a  sudden  intensity. — 
[f  the  meeting  at  an  angle  of  two  winds,  of  very  cir- 
mmscribed  influence,  occasions  them  to  turn  upon  a 
centre,  and  causes  the  local  whirlwind,  and  the  phe- 
nomena of  the  water  spout,  the  occurrence  of  th^  two 
constant  breezes  of  the  tropics,  the  north  east  and 
the  south  east  trade  winds  would  induce  strong  gyra- 
tions, and  originate  the  rotatory  and  progressive  tem- 
pests peculiar  to  the  regions  over  which  these  winds 
prevail." 

From  tlie  foregoing  glance  of  the  physical  condition 
and  other  phenomena,  the  assemblage  of  which  con- 
stitutes the  so  called  climate  of  a  country,  it  must  be 
obvious  that  the  island  of  Jamaica,  like  most  other 
intertropical  places,  contains,  within  itself,  all  the 
material  necessary  for  the  production  of  disease. 

its  uneven  and  irregular  stirface,  however,  affords 
a  multiplicity  of  climates.  Among  its  rocky  momitain 
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ranges  aiv  to  Ixi  iound  districts  in  which  the  re- 
quisites for  health  ;ire  perfect,  and  in  sahrhrily  and 
ferlility  they  yield  to  none  in  the  known  worhl.* 

Thi.s,  however,  is  not  the  case  as  regards  its  lower 
hills  and  plains,  on  a  level  with  the  sea.  Here  its 
solar  heat  and  li_o  ht,  its  oft  clondiess  sky,  its  high  and 
varying  temperature,  its  different  electrical  condi- 
tions, its  periodical  torrents,  its  rain-like  dews,  its 
atmosphere  humid  often  to  saturation,  co  existing  or 
alternating  with  intense  heats  and  protractt^d  dronglits, 
}>re(lispoj>e  to  morbid  action  ;  and  exerting  their  in- 
llneiice  oii  its  rank  vegetavion  and  impenetrable  fo- 
rests, its  alluvial  valleys,  ils  retentive (!lays  and  marls, 
its  sea- washed  sa\ annas,  its  sluggish  swamps  and  la- 
goons, give  rise  lo  the  most  fertile  and  deadly  sources 
of  disease. 

These  conditions  are  natural  ;  they  exist  indepen- 
dent of  man's  presenc^e. 

"  Philoso[)hers  have  proudly  boasted,''  observes 
])r.  James  Johnson,  "  that  man  is  better  able,  by  the 
power  of  his  constitution,  to  bear  migration  from  one 
country  to  another,  how  ever  extreme  the  change  may 
be,  than  anv  other  animal." 

This  is  i\n  assertion,  which  like  many  others  of  the 
kind,  is  by  no  means  substantiated  by  facts.  Nature 
does  not  appear  to  have  afforded  to  the  mere  physical 
constitution  of  man,  any  jjowc'r  above  that  grantecl  to 
the  brute  beast,  to  withstand  the  influence  of  climate. 
It  would  not  be  difficult  to  adduce  reasons  for  sup- 
posiiig  that  some  animals  are  more  gifted  in  this  re- 
spect than  man ;  for  instance,  it  is  well  ascertained 
that  the  wool  ol"  the  sheep  becomes  impaired,  and  as- 
sumes a  hairv  cliaracter  in  some  climates;  tliut  the 
arctic  animal  is  clothed  in  a  covering  of  a  different 
texture  and  colour  during  winter,  to  adapt  it  to  the 
severity  of  the  season  ;  and  that  in  vegetable  life  tiie 
change  effected  by  artificial  culture,  is  nature  herself, 
manifesting  under  new  exigencies,  the  primary  power 
of  organic  instinct,  the  response  of  something  sul)- 
jtfcti^  e  and  'ivithin,  to  , the  impress  of  external  thiugs."' 
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That  man,  liowever,  does  withstand  the  deleterious 
cllects  of  climate,  better  than  other  animals,  is  evi- 
Jent,  hut  not  as  the  spontaneous  act  of  nature.  It 
nust  he  attributed  to  the  vast  superiority  he  possesses 
Dver  them  in  mental  faculty,  by  the  resource  of  arti- 
:icial  means,  by  which  he  calls  in  aid  the  protection 
md  melioration  which  reason  may  dictate  and  expe- 
rience contirm — • 

,  "  Study  well  the  clime, 

Mould  to  its  manners  our  obsequious  frames, 
And  mitigate  tiiose  ills  we  cannot  shun." 

It  will  now  be  necessary  to  consider  whether  any 
:ircumstances  exist,  whether  any  habits  or  customs 
ire  practised  amon^  us  generally,  which  are  detrimen- 
;al  to  health,  and  act  as  causes  of  disease. 

First,  it  must  be  remarked,  that  the  majority  of  the 
;owns  and  large  villages  are  built  upon  the  savannas 
:lose  to  the  sea  shore,  often  on  the  banks  of  rivers, 
md  at  their  mouths.  The  cause  of  their  being  there 
constructed,  is  evident.  The  objects  of  commerce 
and  free  communication  were  to  be  obtained,  but 
when  so  obtained,  they  are  acquired  at  the  sacrifice  of 
bealth,  and  too  often  of  life.  The  same  may  be  ob- 
served as  regards  the  location  of  sugar  estates,  and 
)ther  settlements,  together  with  their  attendant  dwell- 
ings. Of  course,  the  alluvial  valley  has  been  sought 
out  for  its  fertility  ;  but  in  how  many  instances  do  we 
Pmd  the  houses  of  the  managers,  and  the  huts  of  the 
labourers  placed  in  the  worist  possible,  the  most  un- 
healthy situations,  crowded  into  a  small  nook  or  glen, 
surrounded  with  trees  and  rank  vegetation,  often  close 
to  ponds,  or  deposits  of  stagnant  water,  or  heaps  of 
vegetable  matter,  in  all  stages  of  decay.  In  such  situ- 
ations, productive  grounds  have  certainly  been  ob- 
tained, but  the  number  of  those  intended  to  reap  the 
fruits,  has  been  lessened. 

When  the  building  of  a  hut  is  left  entirely  to  one  of 
the  labouring  class,  it  is  indeed  wonderful  "to  observe 
how  certain  he  is  to  select  the  spot,  of  all  others,  most 
detrimental  to  health.    It  must  be  fresh  in  the  minds 
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of  many,  that  during  the  very  heavy  May  seasons,  in 
3848,  numbers  of  persons  lost  their  lives,  l)eing\vash- 
ed  away  in  their  huts  during;  the  night,  by  the  sudden 
down-pour  of  rain;  in  these  instances,  they  had  built 
them  on  the  inclined  banks  of  the  very  bed  of  the  ri- 
ver itself,  which  happened  to  be  then  dry  from  the 
effect  of  a  long  and  protracted  drought. 

Generally  speaking,  the  towns  and  villages  are 
straggling,  and  cover  a  large  space  of  ground,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  houses.  They  have  for  the 
most  part,  been  laid  out,  without  any  attempt  at  de- 
sign or  uniformity.  The  streets  are  often  crooked, 
and  irregular,  from  projecting  steps  and  piaz^.as  ;  in- 
stead of  being,  as  they  ought  to  be,  channels  to  con- 
duct, and  add  force  to  the  sea  breeze,  thev  often  run 
in  such  directions  as  altogether,  or  partially,  to  ex- 
clude it ;  they  are,  for  the  most  part,  narrow,  unpaved, 
ilat,  or  even  concave,  and  without  any  provision  for 
foot  passengers  ;  too  frequently  they  become  the  re- 
ceptacles of  all  sorts  of  filth  and  dirt,  often  partially 
evergrown  with  grass  and  bush  ;  in  many  places  they 
receive  the  contents  of  open  drains  from  yards;  in 
others  they  are  covered  with  fetid  pools  of  stagnant 
green  water,  often  riddled  with  slimy  offensive  holes, 
the  wallowing  beds  of  innumerable  half  starved  hogs, 
only  occasionally  mended,  and  then  often  filled  up 
with  stable  manure,  and  mud ;  drainage,  there  is  none, 
save  what  the  natural  declivity  of  the  place  may  af- 
ford, or  the  water  shed  of  the  street  supply  as  a  con- 
duit of  rain.  Goats,  hogs,  poultry,  and  dogs  wander 
about  the  streets  at  all  hours  of  the  night  and  day, 
picking  up  the  garbage  and  trash,  and  not  unfrequent- 
ly  the  carrion  crows  hold  their  carnival  over  their  car- 
cases. In  many  of  the  towns  and  villages,  slaughter 
houses  exist;  and  overloaded  burial  grounds  occupy 
their  very  centres. 

The  m'arket  places,  situated  in  the  most  crowded 
thoroughfares,  their  sheds  and  buildings  miserably 
ventilated  and  undrained,  frequently  tainted  articles 
of  food  exposed  for  sale,  contaminate  the  surround- 
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ng  atmosphere  with  their  putrid  eftliivia.  Yards,  at- 
ached  to  stores,  where  salt  provisions  are  sold,  tilled 
vith  em[)ty  salt  fish  and  other  barrels,  wlwch,  after 
•ain,  send  forth  steamsof  themost  horrible  description; 
iiunbers  of  dilapidated  and  fallinii,-  houses,  useless 
or  all  habitable  purposes,  ruined  walls  and  remnunts 
)f  fences,  together  witli  unenclosed  sites  of  pulled 
lown  houses,  covered  vA'ith  filth  and  bush,  complete 
he  scene  of  every  old  Jamaica  township,  and  the  out 
skirts  of  the  new  ;  frequently  too,  they  are  situated 
-vitliin  a  short  distance  or  to  windward,  or  in  a  direct 
ine  with  some  swamp  or  lagoon,  often  surrounded 
.vith  rank  and  unwholesome  brushwood,  overhanging 
he  very  roads.  These  latter  are  at  times  impassable, 
>r  next  thing  to  it,  from  their  bad  construction  and 
^vant  of  drainage.  Frequently  their  sides  and  imme- 
liaie  neighbourhoods  are  scattered  over  with  stable 
uanure,  night  soil,  old  mattrasses  and  beds,  on  which 
persons  have  died,  heaps  of  broken  bottles,  iron  hoops, 
ind  carcases  of  dead  animals. 

T!ie  houses  are  variously  constructed,  some  are 
juilt  of  stone  or  brick,  others  partially  with  wood, 
3th ers  again  altogether  of  the  latter  material ;  in  some 
)laces  sheds,  more  fit  for  the  shelter  of  brutes  than 
nen,  occur,  composed  of  the  staves  of  salt  fish  and 
h)ur  barrels.  The  majority  of  the  houses  are  low, 
consisting  of  only  one  slory,  frequently  not  raised  be- 
yond a  few  inches  from  the  ground  ;  in  some  instances 
;iot  at  all.  Among  the  lower  classes,  the  floor  is 
brmed  occasionally  of  bricks  or  terracing ;  sometimes 
t  consists  of  the  bare  ground  itself.  For  the  chief 
[jart  in  the  towns,  the  houses  are  covered  in,  or  roof- 
:.'(!,  with  shingles,  and  it  often  happens  in  the  case  of 
in  upstair  house,  that  the  roof  ol"  the  next  dwelling 
iust  reaches  to  below  the  upper  windows  ;  in  which 
L:ase  these  wooden  surfaces,  especially  if  partially  rot- 
ten, and  covered  with  vegetation,  (as  they  often  are,) 
?nnt  afier  rain  dense  vapoui  s  of  sickening  odour,  and 
At  times  reverberate  upon  the  neighbour  intolerable 
beat. 
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In  villages,  and  on  small  settlements,  the  huts  or 
dwellings  of  the  labourers  are  composed  chieily  of 
mud  walls,  some  times  of  wattles  plastered  with  the 
same;  they  are,  for  the  most  part,  roofed  with  thatch, 
composed  of  the  leaves  of  the  palmetto  thatch  plant, 
(chamaerops  palmetto,)  or  of  various  species  of  grass. 
In  very  few  cases  are  they  raised  off*  the  ground,  or 
are  they  floored  in  any  way.  A*s  regards  the  admis- 
sion of  light,  this  is  generally  very  badly  provided  for 
in  all  classes  of  houses  ;  many  windows,  even  of 
sleeping  apartments,  are  unfurnished  with  glass 
sashes — they  are  merely  jalousies.  In  the  huts  of  the 
labourer  it  is  often,  almost  entirely  excluded,  so  much 
so  that  during  sickness  it  is  frequently  necessary,  at 
mid-day,  to  procure  a  lighted  candle  to  be  able  to 
examine  the  sufferer. 

Ventilation,  or  the  admission  of  fresh  air,  is  almost 
invariably  neglected.  As  regards  doors  and  win- 
dows, to  shut  up  either,  is  to  leave  all  entrance  and 
exit  of  air  unprovided  for.  In  many  of  the  houses 
of  the  poor,  a  room  has  merely  a  door,  and  an  out- 
side shutter  of  board,  attached  to  a  hole  in  the  wall, 
in  the  shape  of  a  window,  about  one  foot  square.  In 
the  best  houses  even,  the  bed  rooms  are  frequently 
close  and  confined,  the  window  placed  in  the  ^\rong 
position  to  receive  the  usual  breeze ;  in  fact  every  thing 
is  sacrificed  to  the  public  or  sitting  rooms.  The 
houses  of  the  poor,  and  the  huts  of  the  labourer,  often 
present  a  most  filthy  appearance,  both  inside  and  out- 
side; the  walls  are  daubed  and  discoloured  with 
smoke,  and  rarely,  if  ever,  are  they  lime-washed  or 
cleansed. 

7'he  yards  attached  to  houses  are  often  small,  and 
confined  within  a  very  small  space  at  the  side  or  back  ; 
into  this  are  huddled^servants  rooms,  kitchens,  store- 
rooms, wash-houses,  ooach-houses,  stables,  and  pri- 
vies. The  vards  are  frequently  paved  with  bricks  or 
river  stones*  but  the  only  drainage,  in  general,  is  into 
the  streets  or  lanes  ;  in  some  cases  small  o))en  cess- 
pools are  attached  to  houses.    Till  the  outbreak  of 
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le  last  ei)idemic,  a.  dung'  heap  in  a  yard  was  no 
nnsual  siij;ht ;  at  present  even  sonietlmii:;  ot  tlie  same 
ind  niav'^be  witnessed.  Among-  the  poorer  classes 
igsties  often  exist,  bnilt  immediately  below  the  wni- 
ow  ;  poultry  and  pigeons,  and  goats,  perhaps  a  po- 
ev,  or  an  ass  or  two,  complete  the  small  menagerie, 
overing  the  unpaved  surface  with  a  coat  of  moist  of- 
?nsive  rilth,  extending  to  the  very  threshliold.  Tiie 
ays  of  the  sun  extricate  the  moisture,  or  the  rains 
rom  Heaven  sweep  it  bodily  away,  otherwise  it  re- 
lains,  with  perhaps  a  brick  or  two  thrown  into  it,  as 
tepping  stones,  or  an  old  board  laid  across  it. 

On  tiie  out  skirts  of  the  town,  and  in  the  villages, 
he  fences  of  yards  are  often  composed  of  the  penguin, 
Bromelia  penguin;)  these  are  objectionable,  as  they 
ake  up  much  room,  prevent  the  Iree  ventilation  of 
ir,  and  harbour  vermin  ;  the  best  fence,  most  lasting 
,nd  most  economical,  for  such  ])urposes,  appears  to 
>e  the  common  stockado.  A  highly  improper  prac- 
ice  was  formerly  very  common  of  interring  the  dead 
and  remains  as  yet  unprohibitedby  law^)  in  these  con- 
fined yards. 

V^ery  few  houses  are  furnished  with  water  closets, 
md  in  these,  the  sup[)ly  of  water  is  often  defective. 
Usually,  in  the  bettei  houses,  two  privies  exist,  one 
or  tlie  family,  and  the  other  for  the  servants  ;  for  the 
nost  part  they  are  under  one  roof,  and  built  over  one 
:ess-pool  or  pit ;  iisually,  these  privies  are  crammed 
nto  a  corner,  off  the  stables,  without  any  attempt  at 
ventilation.  The  cess-pools  are  unpaved  at  the  bot- 
Lom  ;  during  the  seasons  or  heavy  rains,  they  often 
^et  full  or  partially  so,  and  in  this  way  they  become, 
after  a  time,  partially  emptied.  Rarely  is  this  effected 
m  any  other  manner.  Many  of  the  houses  or  sheds 
j(  the  poor  have  no  such  accommodation,  in  fact, 
[hey  have  no  out  othces  at  all,  except  perhaps  some- 
thing in  the  shape  of  a  kitchen,  serviceable,  however, 
only  during  fine  weather.  Jn  these  cases,  the  calls 
of  nature  are  performed  by  them  in  the  open  air,  or 
if  decency  so  far  forbids,  the  utensil  used,  is  soon 
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implied  within  a  few  feet  of  the  house  or  shed,  there 
to  become  tlie  food  of  the  first  huiigry  beast  that 
passes. 

In  the  huts  of  the  poorer  classes,  the  fire  for  cook- 
inj^,  especially  duriii^^  wet  weather,  is  frequently  made 
<)ii  tlie  rioor;  in  these  cases  the  whole  becomes  soon 
filled  with  an  atmos})here  of  smoke,  which  none  but 
those  accustomed  to  it  could  toiei  ate  for  an  instant. 

These  small  dark  unventilated  houses  are  frequent- 
ly over-crowded,  especiiiUy  at  night;  within  tiie  small 
space  of  a  few  square  leet,  perhaps  on  the  bare  ground, 
or  may  be  on  a  mattrass  or  mat,  or  in  sonie  caseis 
on  a  bed,  with  a  whole  family  of  eight  or  nine  per- 
sons, of  all  ages  and  of  botii  sexes,  huddled  together, 
with  the  door  and  so  called  window  closed  ;  all  clad 
in  the  same  clothes  which  they  w  ore  through  the  day, 
^vith  children  sleeping  on  mattrasses  often  soaked 
and  half  rotted   with  urine  and  other  secretions  ; 
should  there  be  accidentally  a  hole  or  a  crevice,  this 
is  immediately  closed  np  bv  means  of  raus  or  some- 
thing  of  the  kind.    The  rush  of  pent  up  odours,  on 
opening  sucii  a  place,  must  be  experienced  to  be  nn- 
<lerstood.    I'he  supply  of  water  in  the  towns  is  very 
<lelecti\'e ;  only  Kingston,  Spanish-Town,  and  Fal- 
mouth are  sui)pjied  by  means  of  water-works  ;  in 
some  the  supply  is  daily,  in  others  at  longer  intervals, 
but  still  the  mass  of  the  people  are  unfurnished  with 
this  necessary  of  life,  in  consequence  of  the  high  rales 
imposed  by  the  difierent  companies.  In  some  towns, 
as  Kingston,  there  are  pumps,  from  which  the  public 
obtain  what  may  be  required  daily  for  domestic  use  ; 
in  other  places,  near  rivers,  as  .Spanish-Town,  carts 
are  employed,  but  the  poorest  are  unable  to  aflford  to 
purchase  the  supply,  and  they  obtain  their  water,  for 
drinking  purposes,  in  small  jars,  calabashes,  &c.  from 
the  stream.    In  the  better  class  of  houses  the  water 
is  received  into  tanks  or  casks,  in  which  it  is  kept  for 
daily  use.    In  some  jiarts  of  the  island,  especially  in 
the  white  limestone  districts,  the  only  supply  of  w  ater, 
tor  all  purposes,  allbided  them,  is  by  means  of  tanks 
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nci  Spiinisli  jars,  into  uhicli  the  rain  is  collected  as 
trails,  with' \\liat.  is  [)rociired  trom  the  roof  of  the 
oiises  by  means  of  gutters  and  pipes.  In  such  dis- 
I'icts  ponds  furnish  the  chief  supply  of  water  to  the 
loor.    In  case  of  dron^iht  they  sometimes  have  to  go 

lon.i;  way  to  ohtain  snfficient  for  drinking  purposes. 
it  these  periods  cattle  and  other  stock  are  frequently 
hliijed  to  he  turned  into  the  deep  woods  to  subsist 
n  the  moister  ves^etation,  and  hi  any  rate  to  be 
creened  from  the  eflects  of  a  scorching  sun  ;  but  in 
pite  of  this,  they  often  die  in  numbers. 

The  water,  however  obtainctl,  especially  after  hea- 
y  rains,  is  thick  and  discoloured,  and  l)efore  it  can 
le  drank  with  any  feeling  of  pleasure,  it  requires  to 
>e  liltered  or  cleansed  from  its  impurities  ;  this  is 
isually  eflected  by  passing  it  through  drip-stones, 
omposed  of  a  species  of  coralline  sand  stone  from 
3arbadoes  ;  the  poor,  however,  cannot  indulge  in 
his  luxury,  and  too  often  are  they  obliged  to  allay 
hirst  with  a,  fluid  of  the  colour,  if  not  of  i'ue  consist- 
ence, of  pea  soup,  living  witii  larvie  of  musquittoes. 

As  regards  w^ater  for  domestic  purposes,  it  is  very 
nuch  to  be  feared  that  a  large  ])roportion  of  our  poor 
copulation  seldom  think  of  that.  Their  persons  are 
lever  abluted,  save  on  crossing  a  river  or  being  ex- 
cosed  to  a  heavy  shower  of  rain.  Even  wlien  the 
laily  ablution  of  the  hands  and  face  is  performed, 
t  is  done  bv  means  of  a  few  ounces  of  water,  and 
^vithout  soap  or  towel.  As  regards  the  washing  of 
"lothes,  this  generally  is  executed  at  the  side  of  a 
I'iver,  or  stream  of  water,  which  locality  often  pre- 
sents at  these  periods,  a  busy  and  noisy  scene,  cha- 
racteristic of  a  tropical  climate  ;  here  the  washer- 
women assemble  in  nurabei-s,  and  having  stripped 
themselves  and  tyed  a  napkin  or  cloth  round  their 
loins,  proceed  to  wash  and  b(mff  the  clothes  with  a 
species  of  wooden  battledore.  This  is  frequently  con- 
tinued from  morning  till  night,  their  bodies  being 
thus  partially  immersed,  and  partly  exposed  to  the 
rays  of  the  sun ;  a  large  portion  of  the  population, 
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however,  <;vt  ofi  wilhoiit  tins  operation,  both  as  to 
their  bodies  and  their  clothes. 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  from  what  has  been  stated,  that 
a  large  section  of  that  portion  of  the  community  can- 
not be  very  attentivi;  to  personal  cleanliness  ;  nor  is 
this  contined  to  the  mere  want  of  ablution  ;  it  extends 
unfortunately  to  every  possible  respect  in  which  this 
great,  this  all  but  sacred  duty  can  be  broken;  the 
hair  is  allowed  to  become  the  abode  of  vermin,  the 
chigoes  are  often  allowed  to  insinuate  themselves  be- 
neath the  skin,  and  there  breed,  producing  ulcers, 
often  leach ng  to  the  loss  of  a  limb.  During  illness, 
such  is  the  neglect  of  open  sores — such  the  disregard 
of  cleanliness,  that  parts  frequently  become  fly-blown 
and  destroyed  by  niaggots  ;  instances  are  known  to 
the  Board,  in  which  they  have  been  allowed  to  re- 
move the  penis  and  scrotum,  in  the  male,  and  a  large 
portion  of  the  prolapsed  womb,  in  the  female. 

It  may  be  said  tliat  I  his  exhibition  of  the  domestic 
condition  of  the  people  is  too  unexceptional,  and  that 
there  exists  a  very  appreciable  amount  of  a^^uality  of 
life  and  circumstances  \>hich  partake  both  of  comfort 
and  economy.    An  attendance  to  the  full  extent  of 
this  claim  is  designed  to  be  made  both  in  the  pre- 
ceding and  the  siicceeding  account  of  the  social  life 
of  the  people.    The  object  in  giving  it  this  decided 
prominence  is,  not  that  it  should  be  accepted  as  uni- 
versal but  as  general,  and  so  general  and  obtrusive  as 
to  warrant  it  being  assigned  as  a  manifest  deteriorat- 
ing cause  of  the  public  health  and  safety. 

As  regards  clothing: — Among  the  better  and  mid- 
dling classes,  this  is  often  insufficient  and  inappro- 
priate to  the  requirements  of  the  cHmate  ;  the  use  of 
flannel,  so  requisite  in  a  tropical  climate,  so  much 
more  requisite  than  in  a  temperate  one,  is  frequently 
neglected.  The  linen  next  the  skin,  on  the  slightest 
exertion,  becomes  soaked  with  perspiration  and  chills 
the  whole  surface.  On  many  occasions  the  bed 
clothes  used  are  insufficient.  Persons,  on  retiring  to 
rest,  finding  it  warm  and  close,  remove  the  clothes, 
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when,  before  day  dawn,  the  cold  land  breeze 
ushes  down  Avith  increased  force,  they  are  apt  to  be- 
•ome  chilled  ;  this  is  no  doubt  a  frequent  source  of 
ndisposition  among  children  in  the  lowlands,  where 
he  night  winds  are  most  felt. 

Very  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  subject  of  dress 
miong  the  lower  classes  ;  some  of  them  are  anxious 
o  present  a  gay  exterior  on  Sundays  and  gala  days, 
3ut  this  over,  they  become  negligent  and  careless  for 
;he  rest  of  the  week.    Their  clothing  is  often  insuf- 
icient  during  the  day,  and  more  so  during  the  night, 
nany  of  them,  as  before  mentioned,  retiring  to  rest  in 
the  same  vestments  they  have  worn,  and  perhaps 
^vorked  in,  all  the  day,  and  afterwards  lying  on  the 
p'ound  without  any  covering.    This  habit  it  is  that 
bas  caused  tliem  to  exclude  every  breath  of  air  horn 
their  sleeping  apartments,  to  shut  it  out  as  if  it  was 
pestiferous.    Some  persons  have  an  idea  that  in  so 
warm  a  climate,  clothes,  beyond  those  necessary  for 
decency,  are  not  requisite  ;  never  was  there  a  greater 
or  a  more  fatal  error.    As  regards  the  European,  it  is 
fraught  with  danger,  and  has  hurried  many  to  an  un- 
timely tomb ;  but  still  more  is  it  mischievous  in  the 
case  of  the  African.    No  one  who  has  carefully  ex* 
amined  the  skin  of  a  black  person  (especially  anatomi- 
cally) and  weighed  well  its  splendid  development 
and  enlarged  functions,  observed  its  close  sympathy 
with  the  lung,  and  mucous  membrane  of  the  intes- 
tinal canal— noted  their  sufferings  under  exposure  to 
cold,  especially,  if  alternating  with  heat — and  re- 
marked the  misery  induced  in  them,  by  a  cessation  of 
its  function — in  fact,  has  seen  the  sick  negro  courting 
greedily  the  hottest  rays  of  the  sun,  and  complaining 
that  he  has,  *'  pain  o'  kin,"  can  doubt  for  a  moment, 
clothing  is  essential  to  the  health  of  all.  A  large  majo- 
rity upon  this  subject,  as  upon  all  that  concerns  their 
temporal  welfare,  display  a  most  lamentable  apathy  ; 
they  wander  about  in  filthy  rags,  torn  in  all  directions, 
without  any  feeling  of  shame.    The  clothing  of  chil- 
dren, especially  among  the  lower  class,  is  frequently 
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insufficient,  consisting,  for  the  most  part,  of  one  linen 
or  calico  shift.     As  concerns  food— 4here  is  little 
doubt,  that  even  among  the  upper  and  middiingclasses, 
excesses  are  frequently  committed,  the  appetite  is 
goaded  on  by  means  of  stimulating  and  richly  spiced 
dishes,  ^vith  a  variety  to  boot.    ISature  appears  to 
have  intended  the  use  of  spices,  peppers,  &c.  -which 
are  so  lavishly  produced,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
that  the  use  is  often  carried  to  abuse.    Liebig,  in 
^  theorising  upon  the  subject  of  food  requisite  for  the 
-different  nations,  tells  us  that  the  Jamaica  man  re- 
quires but  little  animal  food  ;  however  correct  this 
may  be  in  theory,  it  certainly  is  opposed  to  practice — 
that  is  to  say,  if  the  amount  consumed  is  really  re- 
quired for  the  sustenance  of  the  body.    There  is  rea- 
son to  believe  that  many  consume,  on  an  average, 
much  the  same  quantity  as  they  would  in  a  tempe- 
rate climate,  and  in  the  country  parts,  certainly  as 
much.  Among  the  upper  classes  too,  great  mischief  to 
health  arises  from  the  practice  of  dining  late,  and  im- 
mediately afterwards  retiring  to  rest.  Among  the  lower 
classes,  great  errors  occur  in  relation  to  food,  both  as 
to  quantity,  quality,  and  the  period  of  taking  meals  ; 
many,  if  not  the  majority  of  them,  are  in  the  habit  of 
taking  a  little  coflee,  or  sugar  and  water,  or  some 
such  infusion,  as  lemon-grass  tea,  (andropogon  citra- 
tum,)  the   first  thing  in  the  morning  ;   Irom  this 
time,  till  night,  they  take  nothing  more  ;  nothing 
like  a  regular  meal,  except  perhaps  trash,  as  canes, 
fruits,  &c.  ;  at  night,  however,  they  take  what  they 
term  their  pot,  this  consists  of  a  sort  of  soup,  compos- 
ed of  salt  beef  or  pork,  (if  rancid  or  high,  it  is  pre- 
ferred,) with  vegetables  of  all  kinds,  highly  seasoned, 
or  of  salt  fish,  or  corned  fish,  with  plantains,  yams, 
cocos,  &c.  of  this  they  partake  most  freely,  literally 
fulftlling  the  meaning  of  the  expression,     belly  full." 
Prequently  at  the  commencement  of  the  seasons,  the 
fT-round  provisions  are  unripe  when  brought  to  market. 
The  meal  over,  they  fall  asleep,  and  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, are  most  difficult  to  arouse. 
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The  predilection  for  salt  articles  of  food,  is  one 
lat  soon  grows  upon  a  person  after  a  residence  in 
uch  a  climate.  There  is  little  doubt  that  its  constant 
se  is  injurious,  as  also  is  the  abundant  use  made 
f  lard,  butter,  and  oil,  by  the  lower  orders,  when- 
VQV  they  can  get  either.  The  desire  for  heavy  solid 
)od,  as  the  ground  provisions  above  named,  is  often 
:rikino-,  and  melancholy  to  witness.  Persons  in  this 
:ation  of  life,  in  the  last  stages  of  dysentery,  &c.  will 
ften  pine  after  such  a  meal,  and  instances  have  been 
nown,  where  death  has  overtai^en  the  sufferer  over 
le  repast.  Numbers  subsist,  almost,  if  not  altoge- 
ler,  during  portions  of  the  year  upon  fruits  ;  these 
ley  consume  in  enormous  quantities,  but  of  them- 
^ives  they  are  insufficient  to  keep  the  body  in  a  state 
f  health  or  vigour. 

On  the  article  of  food,  Dr.  Williamson  says,  "The 
iiinea  corn  grows  in  great  abundance  about  the  fall 
f  the  year,  it  is  reaped  in  January  and  February. — • 
a  many  parts  of  the  island,  such  as  Vere,  St.  Doro- 
ly,  and  some  of  the  lowland  districts,  the  negroes 
epend  on  it  for  their  principal  food.  At  these 
laces  they  are  accustomed  to  the  manner  of  prepar- 
ig  it  with  care,  but  in  St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale,  their 
[iiission  in  this  respect,  has  become  the  source  of 
►rmida!)le  disease.  A  barby  attachment  to  the  grain, 
little  black  coating  on  it,  after  being  dried,  seemed 
)  me  to  be  the  cause  of  so  many  bowel  complaints 
[uong  the  negroes,  for  when  pains  were  taken  to  re- 
love  them,  the  guinea  corn  was  as  wholesome  and 
ood  an  article  of  diet  as  the  country  afforded."  This 
xplanation  appears  to  be  very  probable  ;  it  is  the 
ime  with  the  oatmeal  as  eaten  by  the  Scotch.  No  in- 
tances,  however,  of  intestinal  calculi  are  mentioned 
s  occuring  here.  Morses,  with  bots  or  tliread  worm, 
re  often  fed  on  guinea  corn  for  tiie  purpose  of  get- 
ng  rid  of  these  vermin;  in  them  the  Iiusk,  kc.  cer- 
iinjy  acts  mechanically  on  the  worms. 

The  food  of  children  is  a  subject  fearfully  misun- 
erbtood,  and  is  a  prolilic  cause  of  disea!?c.  There 
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can  be  no  doubt  that  the  lives  of  numerous  children 
are  annually  sacrificed  through  the  errors  and  preju- 
dices existing  on  this  subject.  The  cruel  and  unrea- 
sonable practice  of  stuffing  young  infants  with  thick 
pap  (which  the  spoon  can  stand  up  in)  of  arrowroot, 
cornmeal,  cassava  flour,  &c.  is  most  injurious  and 
destructive  to  future  health,  if  they  survive  the  pre- 
sent effects. 

Their  common  diet  too,  when  of  mature  age,  is 
highly  unfitted  for  their  tender  frames.  As  regards 
drink — the  history  of  the  island  gives  us  sad  accounts 
of  our  predecessors  in  this  respect.  The  use  and 
abuse  of  ardent  and  other  spirits  appears  to  have  been, 
at  all  periods,  a  crying  sin  in  Jamaica.  The  facility 
of  procuring  these,  and  the  false  vigour  temporarily 
imparted  by  them  to  those  fatigued  and  worn  down 
by  exertion  and  exposure  to  the  sun,  coupled  with 
^he  convivial  habits  of  the  inhabitants,  must  be  con- 
.sidered  to  have  been  the  cause.  New  comers  were 
persuaded  that,  without  their  use,  they  could  not 
stand  the  climate,  and  many,  in  those  days,  consider- 
ed that  disease  was  to  be  attributed  to  not  taking 
enough,  rather  than  to  taking  too  much.  Moseley, 
who  served  some  time  in  the  army  out  here,  thus 
writes  : — The  ridiculous  notion  that  people  are  to 
die  of  putrid  diseases  in  hot  climates,  unless  they 
keep  up  their  spirits,  and  embalm  their  bodies  by  the 
assistance  of  au  additional  quantity  of  Avine,  strong 
liquors,  and  living  well,  as  it  is  vulgarly  called,  has 
caused  the  death  of  thousands." 

This  practice,  however,  is  fast  disappearing ;  it  is 
"by  no  means  so  common  as  it  was  among  the  upper 
and  middling  classes. 

In  former  times  the  lower  orders  of  the  labouring 
population  were  considered  to  be  very  abstemious. — 
There  appears,  however,  to  be  a  tendency  to  excess 
among  many  of  them,  especially  those  located  in 
towns  ;  their  favorite  drinks  are  those  compounds 
known  as  Anisettes  and  Liqueurs,  of  a  similar  kind; 
and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  injury  tliev 
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)roduce  is  af^gravated  by  these,  and  other  spirits,  be- 
iig  too  often  adulterated  by  thos^e  who  retail  them. 

The  prevalent  use  and  abuse  of  such  articles,  dur- 
ng  illness,  is  most  reprehensible  ;  there  is  no  doubt 
hat,  at  the  commencement  of  the  recent  epidemic  in 
his  island,  numbers  died  from  the  combined  effects 
>f  stimulants  and  narcotics,  and  not  from  the  epide- 
nic. 

The  administration  of  them  to  children  in  health  is 
)rejudicial ;  and,  in  diseases,  except  under  the  super- 
vision of  a  medical  practitioner,  is  unnecessary  and 
^vicked. 

One  cause  of  the  less  consumption  of  wine  and  ar- 
lent  spirits  among  the  upper  and  middling  classes  in 
he  towns,  at  least  within  late  years,  may  be  supposed 
o  be  the  free  introduction  and  common  use  of  ice. 
riie  real  luxuries  of  the  AVest,  like  those  of  the  East, 
IS  Bishop  Heber  observed  of  India,  being  felt  to  be 
'  cool  water  and  cool  air."  The  practice  of  taking, 
IS  it  is  termed,  "  long  drinks,"  is  one  very  prejudicial 
to  health.  These  drinks  vary  much  as  to  their  com- 
ponents— such  as  brandy,  rum,  lemonade,  tamarind 
md  water,  or  plain  water.  Independent,  however, 
Df  the  quality,  the  quantity  is  injurious  ;  tumbler  after 
tumbler  of  fluid  is  swallowed,  and  the  function  of  di- 
gestion is  thus  often  irreparably  injured.  Sir  John 
Keane,  when  lieutenant-governor  here,  who  was 
noted  for  the  violent  exercises  he  underwent,  had 
made  it  a  rule  never  to  exceed  a  single  wine  glass 
full  of  fluid  at  a  draught. 

Smoking  is  a  hal)it  frequently  abused  by  all  classes, 
and  even  by  children ;  when  carried  to  excess,  it 
doubtless  becomes  a  source  of  suffering  ;  besides 
which,  it  is  a  most  expensive  and  extravagant  habit. 
The  money  spent  upon  tobacco,  if  laid  out  in  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  would  tend  greatly  to  improve,  not 
only  the  morals,  but  the  health  of  individuals. 

As  regards  exercises,  many  of  the  upper  and  mid- 
dling classes  pay  little  attention  to  this  most  import- 
ant neceasary  for  the  well  being  of  the  individual.— 
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This  remark  iipplies  more  particularly  to  females, 
many  of  whom,  from  the  begining-  of  the  year  to  its 
end,  never  (juit  their  homes  for  the  purpose  of  takin^^j 
exercise.  This  arises,  in  a  great  measure,  from  the 
state  of  the  streets  and  towns,  from  the  want  of  a  pub- 
lic place  of  recreation  and  amusement.  This  is  a  sub- 
ject whicli  has  very  much  engrossed  the  attention  of 
the  authorities  in  other  countries,  and  was  always  a: 
subject  of  municipal  importance  to  the  French  and 
Spaniards,  in  the  neighbouring  colonies;  the  one  had- 
their  alamedas,  or  public  walks,  with  rows  of  trees, 
and  the  other  tlieir  parks  or  champs  elysees.  In 
England,  parks  are  now  being  formed  in  all  direc- 
tions, especially  about  the  environs  of  the  large  cities. 
Among  the  lower  classes  the  same  remarks  are  appli- 
cable. Hie  majority  of  these,  not  impelled  by  cir- 
cumstances to  be  lield  labourers,  are  too  lazy  to  move  ; 
they  frecjuently  squat  down  ail  day  in  a  sort  of  sullen 
apathy  ;  they  eat  and  drink,  and  sleep  like  the  brute 
that  perisheth,  but  all  the  more  active  impulses  of 
their  human  nature  appear  to  be  as  little  excited  as  if 
they  were  totally  wanting.  This  state  of  indolence 
is  pernicious  both  to  the  body  and  the  mind  ;  while  it 
is  necessary  to  guard  against  the  common  error,  it  is- 
at  the  same  time  expedient  to  beware  of  its  extreme, 
over-exertion  and  fatigue  of  bodv  and  mind,  or  exer- 
tion  too  long  continued,  is  a  strong  pre-disposiug 
cause  of  disease,  especially  in  a  warm  climate,  and 
during  the  prevalence  of  disease. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  all  the  towns  and  vil- 
lages contain  a  large  number  of  persons,  who  have  no 
ostensible  means  of  earning  their  livelihood  ;  the  way 
in  which  they  subsist  is  an  enigma  to  themselves  and 
others.  Exposure  to  night  air,  especially  during 
heavy  dews,  is  a  very  prevalent  habit  among  the  low  er 
classes  ;  under  various  excuses,  they  meet  in  numbers, 
frequently  in  the  open  air,  or  under  temporary  sheds, 
as  at  the  performance  of  wakes  over  the  dead,  and 
also  at  their  revels  of  john-canoeing,  as  it  is  termed, 
about  Christma>^  time ;  on  these,  or  other  occasions 
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the  kliKl  lliev  jiive  full  scope  to  animal  enjoyment, 
1(1  at  the  |)iteh  oY  the  excitement  of  the  prevailing 
issions,  their  gestures  and  acts,  resemble  more 
ose  of  demons,  than  of  human  beings. 

There  are  certain  trades,  occupations,  or  avocations, 
iiich  carried  to  excess,  or  where  the  means  (known 

mitigate  or  check  the  necessary  evils  arising  there- 
om,)  are  neglected,  tend  much  to  induce  disease; 

these  the  following  may  be  named  :  the  planter, 
e  policeman,  the  printer,  the  painter,  the  baker,  the 
erk.  the  tailor,  the  shoemaker,  ^c. 

In  these  instances,  from  the  nature  of  the  avoca- 
3ns,  they  are  exposed  to  fever,  or  more  of  the  causes 
'  disease.  Thus,  the  planter  and  policeman,  to  wet 
id  heat,  in  Aict,  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the  weather; 
e  printer  and  the  painter,  to  th(!  influence  of  delite- 
ous  metals;  the  baker,  to  sudden  and  great  alter- 
itions  of  heat  and  cold,  while  employed  at  the  oven  ; 
I  also  the  sugar  boiler  ;  and  the  clerk,  the  shoemaker, 
id  the  tailor,  to  confinement,  and  constrained  posi- 
ons  and  attitudes,  which  often  promote  disease. 

Excessive  indulgence  in  sleep  on  one  hand,  and 
ng  continued  interruption  of  repose  on  the  other, 
'e  apt  to  give  rise  to  serious  maladies.  It  cannot  be 
lO  forcibly  urged  upon  the  whole  community,  that 
le  practice  of  early  rising,  is  one  wiiich  promotes 
[)th  mental  and  corporeal  energy,  and  in  this  climate 
here  the  days  are  so  hot,  and  the  evenings  so  short, 

is  the  only  fit  period  for  taking  exercise,  so  condu- 
ve  to  health.  It  has  been  remarked  by  the  actua- 
es  of  life  assurance  companies,  that  early  rising  is, 
f  all  habits,  the  most  condusive  to  longevity,  all  long 
vers  being  early  risers.  Among  the  lower  classes, 
le  nights  about  Christmas  time  are  often  devoted  to 
leir  revels,  and  this  circumstance,  coupled  with  the 
tct,  that  cold  north  breezes  frequently  prevail  at  that 
me,  often  produces  among  them  a  vast  deal  of  dis- 
ises.  The  due  regulation  of  the  mind  has  great  in- 
uence  over  the  state  of  the  body  ;  excessive  intellec- 
lal  toil,  the  domination  and  unruly  sway  of  violent 
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passions,  tho  frequent  recnrronce  of  strong  mental 
emotions,  vicious  and  exhausting  indulgencies,  each 
and  all  sap  the  strength  and  grievously  im})air  the 
health  of  the  body.  No  one  who  has  seen  any  thing 
of  the  lower  orders,  but  must  have  observed  the  com- 
plete want  of  coutroul  they  posses  over  themselves, 
have  witnessed  the  outbursts  of  furious  and  ungo- 
vernable rage,  simulating  mania  rather  than  a  mere 
ebullition  of  temper,  during  which  they  often  wreak 
their  veiigence  u|)on  others,  and  frequently  also  upon 
themselves.  Instances  of  persons  injuring  their  bo- 
dies and  destroying  life  itself  under  these  storms  of 
temper,  are  not  uuf^ommon,  and  in  the  majority  of 
cases  are  traceable  to  jealousy.  This  subject  leads 
lis  to  the  consideration  of  promiscuous  intercourse. 
The  evils  arising  from  it  are  fearful  to  contemplate, 
both  in  a  moral  and  ])hysical  view.  That  the  morals 
of  the  upper  and  middling  classes  are,  within  the 
last  few  years,  nmch  improved  in  this  respect,  there 
can  be  no  doubt ;  at  any  rate,  among  those  who 
yield  to  the  influence  of  public  opinion,  a  feeling  of 
shame  exists,  under  violations  of  the  rules  of  decen- 
cy and  propriety,  wliich  leads  them  to  court  secresy  ; 
but  there  yet  prevails,  both  in  town  and  country,  a 
mass  of  the  people  who  are  reconciled  to  look  only 
to  convenience  in  their  family  arrangements,  and  to 
believe  it  a  sufhcient  warrant  for  immorality. 

Among  the  lower  classes  of  the  population  there  is 
great  reason  to  fear  that  little  or  no  advance  has  been 
made  in  better  maxims  of  social  life.  If  a  moral  feel- 
ing exists  among  them,  it  is  shewn  by  the  calendars 
of  our  criminal  courts,  where  the  women  complain 
of  rape,  or  of  attempts  to  commit  rape,  and  unhap- 
pily they  occur  incessantly.  If  any  one  fact  has 
been  made  clear  during  the  great  sanitary  movement, 
it  is  that  this  sin  owes  it  origin  in  a  great  measure  to 
the  overcrowding  which  occurs  at  night  in  rooms  and 
houses.  The  precocity  of  children  out  here,  and  its 
relation  to  this  subject,  is  truly  appalling.  The  phy- 
sical evils  arising  from  an  abuse  of  this  animal  pro- 
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lensity  are  great  and  endless,  not  only  to  the  indivi- 
lual  but  to  (he  public  weal.  It  is  to  the  vicious  ba- 
its thus  en2;endered,  that  we  must,  in  a  great  raea- 
ure,  atlributo  the  want  of  increase  of  our  pojjulation, 
lie  marked  infertility  observable  among  females  of 
he  lower  classes,  a  fact  noticed  during  slavery,  but 
ow  there  is  reason  to  fear,  greater  than  ever.  That 
be  procuring  of  abortion  was  ahvays  a  common  cus- 
om,  there  is  e\ery  reason  to  believe  ;  that  it,  toge- 
her  with  its  allied  crime,  infanticide,  is,  if  not  increas- 
i"',  made  more  manifest,  is  evident.  And  it  be- 
oves  the  legislature  to  adopt  means  to  remedy  the 
vils.  Superstitious  habits  have  always  been,  and 
■  ill  always  be,  common  in  a  community  like  this, 
omposed  of  individuals  of  so  many  difierent  nations 
nd  countries,  many  of  wliom  openly  profess  heathen- 
ira.  The  dark  practices  of  obeah  and  myalism  have 
t  times  effected  a  vast  amount  of  mischief  in  this  is- 
md.  In  many  cases  the  mere  impression  and  belief 
1  the  possession  of  supernatural  power  has  been  suf- 
cient  to  cause  the  body  to  pine  and  waste,  and  even 
3  produce  death  ;  in  other  instances,  there  is  room 
3  believe,  that  where  the  mind  of  the  doomed  person 
'as  either  too  strong  or  too  torpid  to  feel  the  spell, 
ther  and  more  effectual  means  have  been  clandes- 
nely  used,  at  least  to  cripple  the  body,  if  not  to  de- 
troy  life. 

Another  practice,  injurions  to  health,  is  the  coni- 
lon  habit  of  neglecting  the  first  symptoms  of  disorder, 
r  the  tirst  outbreak  of  disease.  The  late  epidemic 
tught  us  a  fearful  lesson  upon  this  subject.  Many 
iseases  are  remediable,  chiefly,  or  only  at  their  com- 
lencement ;  this  is  a  practice  among  all  classes,  and 
^  often  based  upon  the  idea  of  economy.  Every  day's 
Xperience  teaches  us  the  fallacy  of  such  reasoning, 
I  any  are  in  the  habit  of  prescribing  for  themselves, 
nd  others;  in  such  rase,  the  usual  tendency  is  to 
ive  too  large  and  excessive  doses  of  medicine^  often 
le  most  powerful  drastici.^.  The  evils  arising  from 
lis,  are  toa  frequently  witnessed  by  medical  men. 
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The  prevalent  notion  is,  that  as  lono-  as  biliary  se- 
cretion is  ejected  from  the  stomach,  a  jierson  must 
be,  as  it  is  commonly  expressed,  billions this  is 
an  idea  fraug;ht  with  the  greatest  mischief,  and  is 
often  productive  of  irreparable  injury  to  health.  In 
country  parts,  where  medical  advice  cannot  often  be 
obtained,  it  becomes  frequently  indispensable  to  at- 
tempt to  relieve  suffering,  but  in  all  such  instances, 
it  is  much  more  prudent  to  do  little,  than  to  attempt 
too  much.  The  resources  of  nature  are  great,  if  left 
to  herself,  and  if  there  is  any  doubt  about  the  matter, 
it  is  far  better  to  confine  oneself  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  worst  simple  remedies,  in  fact,  to  adopt 
what  is  termed,  the  **  expectant  practice,"  bearing  in 
mind  the  old  adage  7ie  puero  g/adiurn,''  do  not  let 
the  inexperienced  handle  dangerous  weapons. 

Among  many  again,  there  is  a  great  preference 
shewn  to  be  attended  by  quacks  and  unlicensed 
practitioners  ;  this  can  solely  be  attributed  to  the  bold 
and  positive  assertions,  the  promised  cure,  which 
only  an  ignorant  and  presuming  chariaton  would  pre- 
sume to  make  ;  among  the  lower  classes,  there  exists 
a  strong  aversion,  generally  speaking,  to  enter  a  hos- 
pital, or  parochial  asylum.  It  would  be  well  that 
attention  should  be  paid  to  this  subject,  and  these  in- 
stitutions placed  on  a  proper  and  uniform  footing. 
Numerous  cases  occur  among  the  lower  orders,  which 
cannot  be  satisfactorily  attended  to,  and  treated  in 
their  close  dark  huts  and  hovels. 

Another  practice  which  leads  to  much  misery  and 
suffering,  and  loss  of  life,  is  the  present  system  of  ig- 
norant, uneducated  females  attending  as  midwives  ; 
the  majority  of  these  are  aged  African  crones. 

In  Lady  In  ugent's  Journal,  there  is  a  graphic  ac- 
count of  the  devices  of  the  midwife  in  that  day  ;  with 
a  person  of  her  consideration  and  quality,  to  ensure 
the  "  diajui  adhibetur  ad  partus,''  and  unhappily,  the 
belief  in  charms,  and  propitiated  influences,  still 
continues  ;  and  though  not  among  the  wealthier,  there 
are  still  those  among  the  poor,  who  resort  to  all  spe- 
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2S  of  superstitions,  and  ridiculous  forms,  and  too 
-quently,  by  over-meddling  and  interfering  with  the 
forts  of  nature,  cause  the  death  of  the  infant,  iind  tho 
jury  of  the  mother.  Tliis  is  a  subject  which  re- 
iires  distinct  legislation,  as  for  some  reason  or  other, 

has  not  been  included  in  the  enactment  con- 
itnting  a  college  of  physicians  and  surgeons. 
A  frequent  cause  of  ilfliealth  occurs  among  females- 
'all  classes,  by  the  practice  of  nursing  their  children 
r  too  protracted  a  ])eriod.  The  reason  generally  al- 
dged  is,  the  fear  of  too  large  a  family,  often  a  falla- 
ous  one,  but  at  any  rate,  a  bad  excuse  for  the  mo- 
ler  ruining  her  own  health,  ajid  that  of  her  progeny. 
Such  then  are  the  more  common  causes  of  disease 

the  climate,  viz.  :  those  arising  from  the  physical 
)nditions  of  the  island,  and  those,  the  fruits  of  man's 
ilful  and  sinful  neglect  of  the  dictates  of  nature. 

That  both  of  these  can,  in  a  great  measure,  be  re- 
oved,  is  an  undoubted  fact ;  many  of  them  will 
idd  to  the  industry  and  perseverance  of  man,  when- 
aided  by  the  powerful  aid  of  science,  and  all  maybe 
litigated,  so  as  to  render  their  effects  less  pernicious. 
1  other  climes,  wliere  these  causes  of  disease  have 
een  rife,  the  remedy  has  been  applied,  and  the  dis- 
ises  have  ceased  to  exist.  Dr.  Conolly  has  forcibly 
^pressed  the  fact,  in  the  following  words  : — "  Man, 
owever,  has  not  been  left  unprovided  with  the  means 
f  meeting  or  combating  diseases  ;  some  of  tkem  he 
as  been  enabled  to  mitigate,  and  others  have  quite 
isappeared  before  his  increasing  knowledge  and  skilL 
n  the  same  manner  as  beasts  of  prey  and  venomous 
nd  offensive  reptiles  loose  their  ferocity,  or  recede- 
1  all  parts  of  the  earth,  and  finally  disappear  before 
iie  advancing  civilization  of  mankind,  so  also,  it 
muld  seem,  do  the  diseases  which  prey  upon  health 
nd  life  become  modified  by  the  resources  of  man's 
igenuity,  or  disappear  before  his  discoveries  and 
rowing  wisdom  ;  and  when  philosophers  perplex 
hemselves  concerning  the  origin  of  evil,  they  little 
uspect  ho.w  njuay  of  the  physical  as  v^.qW  a^j  moral 
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ills  of  humanity  are  destined  to  disappear  before  the 
sagacity,^  the  research,  and  the  enlarged  virtue  of  the 
species."  As  regards  the  second  class  of  causes,  ex- 
perience, in  different  parts  of  the  M  orid,  has  most  sa- 
tisfactorily proved,  that  these  can  be  annihilated— 
that  their  effects  can  be  prevented.  They  may  not  be 
removed  by  individual  efforts,  but  they  are  susceptible 
of  extinction  by  the  united  measures  of  a  community  ; 
such  being  the  case,  it  becomes  the  im])erative  duty 
of  those  in  power  to  institute  those  measures  and  lo 
compel  their  performance. 

The  golden  days  of  Jamaica  are  past ;  absenteeism 
is  at  an  end.  Proprietors  to  reap  any  benetit  from 
possessions  must  make  Jamaica  their  home — they 
must  reside — they  must  be  content  with  limited 
means..  Had  this  been  done  some  vears  back,  the 
state  of  J  amaica  woidd  have  been  different  now  r  *'  the 
most  beautiful  island  in  the  Carribbean  sea"  w  ould 
have  been  able  to  boast  of  cities  as  great  and  as  weal- 
thy as  the  Havanna. 

Hie  time  has  now  arrived  when,  to  save  ourselves 
from  utter  ruin,  must  be  up  and  doing  ;  we  must 
cast  off  that  apathy  which  has  so  long  distinguished 
us  as  a  community,  w  hich  has  made  the  creoie  a  bye 
word  among  nations,  which  hangs  as  a  veil  over  ail  our 
understandings,  and  is  visible  throughout  all  the  de- 
pai'tments  and  workings  of  our  constitution  ;  mars  tiie 
usefidness  of  all  our  public  improvements,  and  is  too 
evident  in  all  the  concerns  of  private  life.  It  is  use- 
less to  cry  out  for  more  labourers,  or  for  immigration  ; 
wliere  are  the  thirty  and  odd  thousand  beings,  w  ho, 
this  time  last  vear.  were  amon^-  us  ?  Before  we  ira- ^ 
port  others  to  supply  their  place,  let  us  ascertam  w  hy 
it  is  our  population  has  not  increased  ;  why  has  immi- 
gration so  signally  failed  ;  let  us  search  out  the  num- 
ber of  those  ^Yho  daily  and  houily  die  from  the  ef- 
fects of  preventable  cause  ;  let  us  apply  the  remedy 
that  experience  asi^ures  us  does  exist;  let  the  moul- 
dering bones  of  hundreds  of  immigrants,  victims  of 
nii'-piJKMxl  confidence,  cause  those  in  authority  to 
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ause,  ere  they,  l)y  their  sand  ion,  delude  o;hci\^  ;  ere 
liev  hold  out  promises  uhich  can  never  he  realized, 
ixamiiie  the  present  sanitary  conditioii  ofthe  i?ihmd-- 
lark  the  fact,  that  districts  of  twenty,  thirty,  and 
)rty  square  miles  in  extent  exist  without  a  single 
ualified  medical  practitioner;  observe  well  the  fact, 
li:U  the  existing-  ia.ws,  meagre  as  tiiey  are,  as  relates 
[)  sanitary  matters,  are  daily  broken,  are  put  to  open 
ehauce  in  our  very  towns  and  thoroughfares.  Con- 
ider  this,  and  few,  under  such  circumstances,  can  ad- 
ocate  the  further  introduction  oi  his  feilow-man. — 
;orrect  all  this,  and  then  will  inimig'ration  prove  to  us 
,  beneiit  ;  then  will  it  be  a  boon  to  the  liberty-crip- 
led  American  black,  a  source  of  temporal  and  eter- 
al  advantage  to  the  African  heathen.    Till  this  is 
one,  any  further  attempt  to  induce  strangers  to  em- 
lark  their  fortunes  here,  can  be  but  to  disregard  the 
iws  of  God  and  man,  and  by  exposing  the  deceived 
0  destruction,  to  bring  down  greater  judgments  yet 
ipon  the  authors  of  their  ruin.    As  it  is,  with  the  po- 
)ulation  we  already  have,  great  diliiculties  must  be 
mticipated  ;  old  iiabits  and  darling  prejudices  must 
>e  torn  up  and  rooted  out,  and  whatever  the  labour 
nay  be,  it  must  be  done,    'i'o  reason  is  useless,  to 
itigate  and  not  enforce,  is  worse  than  useless.  Sa^ 
us  populi  est  siunma  lex.''    A  government  must,  on 
;uch  occasions,  if  need  be,  exercise  a  paternal  autho- 
'ity.    The  mass  of  the  people  must  be  taught  the  ne« 
:essity  of  these  measures,  by  precept  and  example, 
yy  practice;  the  etficacy  of  sanitary  measures,  as  a 
n'eventive  of  disease,  must  be  brought  home  to  their 
senses,  made  clear  to  their  ears  and  eyes ;  they  must 
.hemselves  become  witnesses  of  its  worth,  and  par- 
:akers,  though  unwilling,  of  its  benefits. 

In  enumerating  the  diseases  which  prevail  in  Ja- 
Tiaica,  the  ol)ject  will  be  to  mention  those  which  are 
prevalent  or  endemic,  that  is  to  say,  arising  from,  and 
depending  on,  local  causes.  Briefly  to  allude  to 
Lliose  which  sometimes  occur,  but  cannot  be  attri- 
buted to  any  fixed  local  agency  ;   to  note  general- 
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ly,  at  wbat  seasons  or  periods  of  the  year  disease 
chiefly  exists  ;  and  lastly,  to  observe  what  diseases, 
occurring  here,  may  be  considered  as  epidemic  and 
conta;;ious,  with  such  remarks  as  may  be  deemed  re- 
quisite, 

it  has  lone:  been  observed,  and  daily  experience 
teaches  us,  that  persons  arriving:  from  other  climates 
or  other  countries,  are  more  susceptible  to  the  causes 
of  disease  prevalent  in  the  place  to  which  they  have 
come,  than  those  who  have  long  been  resident  there. 
'J'he  constitution  gradually  undergoes  a  ciiange,  and 
adapts  itself  by  degrees,  to  the  altered  j^hysical  con- 
ditions and  other  habits  and  circumstances,  depend- 
ant upon  the  chana:e,  so  as  in  time  to  be  better  able 
to  resist  their  influences.  This  adaptation  of  the 
system,  is  termed  seasoning  or  acclimatization  ;  al- 
Avays  an  important  period  to  the  individual,  and  of 
great  importance  in  consideration  of  sanitary  matters, 
and  of  sterling  interest,  as  relates  to  the  sul)ject  of 
life  insurance. 

Of  course  the  changes  which  take  place  in  each 
person,  will  vary  according  to  many  circimistances, 
in  proportion  to  the  diflerence  between  the  climates 
of  the  two  places.  Thus,  as  a  general  rule,  it  may  be 
said  that  the  c.lianges,  as  regards  this  cliuiate,  are 
greater  in  the  European  than  in  the  African,  in  the 
ratio  of  the  diflerence  of  their  respective  climates 
^vith  this.  The  ])eriod  usually  considered  requisite 
to  effect  this  alteration  in  the  system,  must  vary  ;  on 
an  average,  in  the  instance  of  a  European,  it  is  gene- 
rally fixed  at  from  two  to  three  years.  A  change 
occurs  also  in  those  residing  in  the  upper  mountain 
ranges  when  th,ey  come  down  to  the  plains,  and 
in  sickly  seasons  of  the  year;  or  during  the  preva- 
lence of  an  epidemic  disease,  persons,  so  circum- 
stanced, show  a  marked  proclivity  to  disease,  and 
may  be  corsldered  to  incur  greater  risk  than  had 
they  remained  above,  or  been  permanently  resident 
below.  The  period  necessay  for  seasoning,  in  these 
cases,  is  of  course  lessened.    During  the  existence  ol 
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lavery  ft'i'eat  attention  was  ])ai(l  to  this  subject  by 
lave-iiolder.-^,  and  the  salt  water  negroes,  as  they 
-'ere  termed,  were  subjected  to  certain  forms  of  treat- 
lent.    It  is  a  prevalent  notion  with  some  persons, 
iiat  in  order  to  be  so  acclimati/.ed,  a  person  must 
ave,  at  least,  one  sickness,  and  it  has  hence  got  the 
ppellation  of  the  seasoning:  fever,  or  sickness.— This 
s  an  error,  and  a  mischievous  one  too,  inasmuch  as 
.  timid  person  is  always  anticipating  what  he  con- 
eives  to  be  the  necessary  evil —the  ordeal  through 
vhich  he  must  pass  ;  this  feeling  of  itself  becomes 
.  strong   predisposing  cause ;    and,   on  the  other 
land,  should  he  get  his  expected  attack  and  recover, 
le  becomes  reckless  and  careless,  considering  him- 
elf  safe,  liaving  passed  the  rubicon  of  his  imagination. 
So  attack  is  necessary  to  effect  this  end — the  longer 
I  person  has  been  in  the  island  without  sufl'ering,  the 
ess  chance  is  there  of  his  being  attacked. 

The  subject  of  seasoning  is  one  that  is  generally 
considered  a  fit  object  for  domestic  treatment ;  cooi- 
ng acidulous  medicines  and  drinks  are  prescribed  and 
Jaiiy  given  ;  the  different  organs  (already  in  an  ex- 
cited state  from  the  effects  of  temperature,  &c.)  are 
:eased  and  irritated,  and  disease  often  produced.  Jt 
nay  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  observe  that  new 
comers,  or  as  they  are  facetiously  termed  "Johnny 
Xewcomes,"  should  arrive  during  the  cooler  months, 
Pis  J)ecember,  January,  or  February.  Physicking,  un- 
less demanded  by  particular  symptoms,  is  unnecessary 
md  injurious.  Due  care  should  lie  taken  to  avoid  the 
known  causes  of  disease.  With  these  precautions, 
experience  proves  that  moderation  in  eating  and 
drinking,  in  sleep,  in  the  indulgencies  of  those  appe- 
tites, feelings,  passions,  and  desires,  which  have  been 
implanted  in  our  natures  by  a  wise  Providence,  for 
our  advantage,  gratification,  social  improvement,  and 
happiness  ;  an  equitable  state  of  the  mind,  with  con- 
fidence in  our  own  powers,  and  the  pleasant  excite- 
ment accompanying  a  well  regulated  course  of  appli- 
cation to  business  or  study,  are  the  best  means  of  re- 
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sisting  the  ijnpressions  of  inj-urioiis  agents,  and  of 
change  of  climate. 

Inhere  arecertHiii  classes  to  vvho.ii  this  climate,  with 
all  its  existinji'  evils,  has  nevertheless  heen  found  to 
be  favourable  :  — tiius  Europeans,  who  have  been  su!)- 
ject,  or  who  are  predisposed  in  their  native  country 
to  scrofnlous,  rheuinalic,  or  pnlmonic  complaints  :  in 
the  latter  distiase.  If  only  the  predisposition  exisls, 
the  outbreaks  or  developetuent  is  often  prevented  ; 
but  if  the  morbid  action  has  commenced,  or  progress- 
ed, the  change  to  a  warm  climate  is  more  a})t  to  hasten 
the  fatal  termination;  in  souje  such  cases,  however,  in 
particniar  8ta<;es  of  the  disease,  if  its  progress  is  not 
cJjecked,  stiil  a  longer  truce  is  obtained  to  persons  of  a 
spare,  but  not  weakly  habit,  and  more  especially,  to 
such  as  have  passed  the  meridinn  of  life  ;  it  being  an  ob- 
servation founded  on  experience,  that  the  individuals 
ivho  enjoy  good  health  at  the  age  of  forty-five  or 
fifty,  in  a  ti'opical  climate,  will  probably  live  to  a  ^ 
greater  age  in  the  West  Indies,  than  in  their  native 
country,  or  as  it  is  sometimes  expressed  here,  "  old 
age  is  rendered  more  comfortai)le."  This  climate 
seems  also  to  agree  with  the  constitutions  of  children, 
who,  during  the  state  of  infancy,  are  usually  stouter, 
and  are  subject  to  fewer  diseases  than  those  of  Eu- 
rope. They  are  likewise  observed  to  discover  earlier 
marks  of  comprehension  and  intellect,  and  have  more 
mental  vivac^ity  than  children  in  Europe,  but  after  the 
?ige  of  four  or  five  they  fall  off  in  these  particuhirs, 
become  weakly,  relaxed,  and  languid,  and  acquire  the 
features  or  constitution  peculiar  to  natives  of  warm 
climates. 

In  enumerating  the  diseases  which  occur  most  fre- 
quently in  this  island,  it  will  be  well  to  bear  in  mind  l 
that  these  may  be,  or  are  very  much  modified,  accord- 
ing to  the  causes  peculiar  to  the  individual.  These  may 
briefly  be  mentioned — original  conformation  and  he- 
reditary predisposition,  habit,  and  constit^rtion  ;  as  ^ 
al^o  previous  functional  disorder  and  convalescence 
i'taiTk  disease  ;  the  pregaaat  sind  [Xjurp^ral  ftt  ates,  &c» 
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'hey  will  also  varj,  as  we  liuve  before  seen,  accord- 
ig  \o  the  trade  or  avoration— the  circumstances  of 
fe,  as  comparative  wealth,  poverty,  and  destitution 
-residence  in  the  mountains  or  in  the  plains. 
It  would  be  foreign  to  a  report  of  this  kind,  and 
ould  exceed  the  bounds  usual  on  such  occasions, 
)  dwell  upon,  and  dilate  on  each  of  these  interesting 
ud  important  subjects.    It  is  well,  however,  to  bear 
lem  in  mind,  as  by  a  knowledge  of  them  ^Ye  can 
ften  explain  away  appan^nt  contradictions  and  ano- 
lalies  in  the  history  of  particular  diseases. 
Tiie  diseases  which  may  be  considered  as  endemic 
tv  among  hmca  the  people,"  of  frequent  occurrence  in 
lis  island,  and  which  are  due  to  local  causes,  are 

Fevers — Continued  typhoid  and  typhus,  inter- 
mittent, remittent,  and  yellow  fever. 

Hepatic  derangements  and  diseases,  enlarged 
spleen,  usually  the  sequela  of  fevers. 

Dysentery,  diarrhoea,  and  meicena,  cholera 
morbus  and  cholic. 

Dyspepsia,  in  all  its  protean  forms,  colica  pic- 
tonum,  or  dry  belly-ache. 

Pulmonary  consumption,  pneumonia  and  pleu- 
risy, bronchitis,  catarrh,  and  sore  throats. 

J)ropsies,  generally  the  result  of  visceral  dis- 
ease and  anoemia. 

Tetanus  and  tetanic  affections. 
Coup-de-soleii. 
V^erminatio  or  worms. 
Kheumatism  and  rheumatic  pains. 
Aneemia  and  cachexia  Africana. 
Ha^meralopiii  and  nyctalopia,  and  pterygium. 
Inflammation  and  enlargement  of  the  prostate 
gland. 

Cheloid  tumors,  ulcers  about  the  ancles,  lichen 
tropicus  or  prickly  heat. 
Among  female  diseases,  the  following  may  be  men- 
ioned  as  vei-y  ])revalent  :— 

Leucorrhfea, chlorosis,  menorrhngia,  prolapsus 
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uteri,  and  malif^nant  diseases  of  the  womb,  as 
cancer  and  cauliflower  excrescence. 
Of  puerperal  diseases,  there  is  a  surprising;  free- 
dom from  this  class.  INo  one  can  be  said  to  be  en- 
demic or  of  frequent  occurrence.  Cases  of  con- 
vulsions do  occasionally  occur.  Phlegmasia  dolens 
is  sometimes  met  with.  Mania  is  rare,  cases  of 
puerperal  fever  have  been  mentioned  to  the  Board, 
as  occurring,  and  distinctly  traceable  to  the  exist- 
ence at  the  time  in  the  house  or  ward  of  ery- 
sipelas. 

Of  infantile  diseases,  the  following-  are  of  frequent 
occurrence : — 

Encephalitis,  and  diarrhoea  with  discharges  of 
blood,  dysentery,  these  often  terminate  in  the 
hydrencephaloid  disease  of  Marshall  Hall. 

This  latter  is  certainly  the  most  fatal  infantile  dis- 
ease of  Jamaica,  and  is  often  induced  by  neglect  of 
diarrhoea  or  over  physicking.  Trismus  nascentium 
and  umbilical  hernia  are  both  endemic,  and  chiefly 
confined  to  the  blacks ;  the  former  disease  is  now 
very  rarely  seen,  at  least  in  the  towns  ;  formerly  it  is 
represented  as  being  very  common  and  destructive. 
The  cause  of  this  disease  has  been  stated  to  arise  from 
the  smoky  atmosphere  in  which  the  little  infant  was 
kept.  Dr.  Williamson  gives  us  an  account  of  the 
dressing  of  the  chord  which  he  witnessed.  On  en- 
quiry as  to  the  manner  of  managing  the  umbilicus  af- 
ter birth,  it  was  found  that  some  ashes  were  shaken 
on  the  parts,  tied  up  with  wool,  and  a  bandage  over 
that,  which  was  not  removed  for  nine  days."  Such 
being  the  case,  there  seems  little  need  to  tlieorise 
much  about  the  exciting  cause. 

On  the  subject  of  umbilical  hernia,  he  informs  us, 
**  it  is  a  common  complaint  among  negroes,  and  it 
affords  an  instance  of  the  irrational  opinions  of  which 
they  are  capable ;  that  the  complaint  is  rather  desir- 
ed than  avoided  by  parents,  and  the  old  females,  on 
a  belief  that  the  male,  the  larger  an  umbilical  rup- 
ture is,  the  genitals  will   become  proportionally 
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reater.  It  is  diflicult  to  persuade  them  of  the  ab* 
Lirdity  of  such  an  idea." 

There  are  other  diseases  which  are  very  common, 
ut  the  majority  of  them  are  evidently  of  African  ori- 
in,  as  elephantiasis  arabum,  elephantiasis  grcecornm, 
aws  and  kra-kraws,  coco-bay,  or  joint-evil,  dracuri- 
ulus,  or  guinea  worm.  The  two  former  are,  how- 
ver,  distinctly  endemic. 

The  diseases  of  the  mountains  are  so  few,  and 
omparatively  of  so  little  importance,  as  not  to  re- 
uire  a  distinct  enumeration. 

The  prevailing-  consist  of  mild  intermittent  ami  re- 
littent  fevers,  with  slight  inflammatory  affections. 
)ysentery  and  diarrrhcea,  however,  are  at  times  epi- 
emic  and  severe.  Besides  these  diseases,  the  inha- 
itants  of  Jamaica  are  exposed  to  all  the  other  mala- 
ies  common  to  all  climates,  and  which  do  not  ap- 
ear  to  derive  their  origin  from  anything  peculiar  to 

tropical  one.  Many  of  these,  however,  are  general- 
^  milder  than  in  a  temperate  or  cooler  climate.  The 
apidity  of  disease  here,  is  its  most  striking  feature  to 

new  comer,  but  two  or  three  days  frequently  inter- 
ening  between  health  and  the  grave.  Mosely  tells 
s,  that  it  is  pertinently  stated  in  the  French  West 
ndies,  "  un  homme  n'est  plutot  tombe  raalade,  qu' 
.  voit  a  ses  cotes  le  medecin,  le  notaire,  et  le  confes- 
eur,  tous  trois  presqu  an  meme  instant." — All  the 
xanthemata  occur  both  sporadically  and  epidemical- 
y,  so  also  erysipelas,  which  sometimes  shews  a  ten- 
dency to  spread.  In  some  instances  symptoms 
esembling  those  of  Barbiers,  have  presented  them- 
elves.  Tubercular  peritonitis  is  of  frequent  occur- 
ence, among  the  blacks  especially,  and  may  be 
aid  to  be  very  prevalent  in  the  prisons  oi  this 
sland.  Ophthalmia  at  times  is  prevalent,  and  now 
md  then  is  seen  to  spread  through  a  family  or 
loiischold,  recent  instances  of  which  are  known  to 
he  board.  Dr.  Williamson  states,  31st  October, 
79B~"  An  epidemic  ophthalmia  had  been  exceed - 
ngly  troublesome."    Deep-seated  inflammation  of 
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the  e\'e  is  by  n©  means  rare,  p;\v'mg  rise  to  iritis  cho- 
roiditis, &€.,  influenza,  asthma,  liooping  cough  and 
croup,  aii  appear  at  times.  Mumps  are  frequent. — 
Scurvy  and  purpura  are  occasionally  met  Vv'ith.  Hy- 
drophobia contrary  to  the  generally  received  opinion, 
does  sometimes  occur  in  this  island.  The  cele- 
brated John  Hunter  taught  that  hydrophobia  never 
existed  in  Jamaica.  This,  however,  is  incorrect,  as 
undoubted  cases  do  occasionally  oOer  themselves. — 
Hillary  says,  when  treating  upon  canine  madness, 
"  it  is  so  tVequentiy  seen  in  most  hot  countries,  and 
especially  in  the  West  Indies,  that  it  may  be  said  to 
be  endemical."'  Mosely  states,  "in  17ci3  the  dis- 
ease was  general  in  Jamaica,  fvlany  negroes  were 
bitten  and  died  of  hydrophobia."  He  adds  several 
instances.  The  idea  of  hydrophobia  occurring  more 
frequently  in  hot  countries,  or  even  in  hot  weather 
js  repudiated  by  Mr.  Youatt,  a  great  authority  on 
such  subjects.  The  disease,  however,  does  occur 
in  Jamaica,  and  the  numerous  race  of  half  starved 
sneaking  curs,  which  wander  about  the  country  in 
f^earch  of  carrion,  and  not  unfrequently  ^isit  the 
sheep  pens,  where  they  commit  sad  and  wasteful 
havoc,  call  loudly  for  legislative  enactments.  The 
jiegro  dog,,  in  his  appearance  and  sneakish  habits,  ap- 
pears almost  to  be  a  disliuct  species.  The  common 
method  of  naming  them  is  peculiar,  a  whole  sentence 
being  in  general  devoted  to  that  purpose:  a  common 
one  is  "  woman  no  for  trust." 

Equinia  or  glanders  and  farcey  in  the  human  sub- 
ject "must  be  rare,  only  one  instance  at  least  of  its 
hams:  recGsniised,  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
pjoard— the  subject,  was  a  black  man,  a  farrier. 

'  .Some  years  back,  in  1827,  an  anomalous  aMection 
\hh€ii  the  island,  together  with  the  other  Antilles,-—. 
It.  was  known  by  the  iianie  of  the  Dandy  fever,  from 
tiie  ridiculous  figures  and  attitudes  persons  suflering: 
from  it  assumed  ;  it  was  generally  supposed  to  be  oi 
<!  t  heuuKMie  nature  ;  it  attacked  all  classes,  but  does 
uot  appear  lo  have  been  fatal.    In  I  he  year  previous 
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.  the  appearance  of  this  disease,  a  very  fatal  fever 
xiirrcd  in  some  parts  of  this  islanti  of  an  erysipe- 
toiis  type,  and  which  is  said  to  have  been  acconi- 
anied  \vith  malignant  tumors  about  the  body. — • 
heumatism  of  the  intestines,  as  described  by  Chomel, 
as  witnessed  here  some  years  back,  both  in  Spa- 
sh-Town  and  Kingston.  Chylous  urine,  which  ivS 
Dueraily  stated  to  be  an  endemic  disease  of  the  West 
idies,  is  very  rare. 

Affections  of  the  kidney,  and  among  them  Bright's 
isease,  occur. 

Calculous  diseases  are  generally  said  to  be  rare  ; 
lis,  however,  is  not  so  certain.  The  operation  of 
thotomy  is  decidedly  very  rarely  called  for,  but 
nail  calculi  are  frequently  passed  by  the  natural 
issages,, consisting  of  the  different  kinds.  Mosely 
Lvs,  "  I  have  known  manv  Eurooeans  su])ject  to  the 
L-avel  at  home,  ^vho  had  no  symptoms  of  it  during 
leir  residence  in  the  West  Indies."  Hccmorrhoids, 
rolapsus  and  fistula  in  ano  are  common  in  all 
lasses  ;  the  second  particularly  so  in  children.  As 
?gards  fistula  in  ano,  seldom  does  any  difficulty  arise 
•om  its  being  operated  on  out  here  ;  syphilis  is  very 
ire,  and,  in  many  instances,  persons  arriving  here, 
ftlicted  with  it,  rapidly  recover.  "  I  have  often," 
lys  Mosely,  "  known  inveterate  lues  venerea,  parti- 
ularly  when  seated  in  glandular  parts,  that  could  not 
e  subdued  by  medicines  in  England,  to  yield  to  the 
limate  of  the  AVest  Indies  without  any  medicine 
whatever."  Gonorrhoea  is,  at  times,  very  common, 
•equcntly  giving  rise  to  urethral  and  vesical  dis- 
acse.    Gleets  are  sometimes  very  obstinate.  Mania 

potu  is,  by  no  means,  unfreqnent,  and  seems  to  be 
icreasing.  Bronchocele  does  sometimes  appear,  but 
i  not  referrible  to  any  particular  cause.  Cancrum 
ris  is  not  unfrequent,  and,  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
3  distinctly  referrible  to  the  use  of  calomel  in  an 
noemic  state.  Hernia  is  of  common  occurrence  in 
11  classes.  It  is  said  to  be  very  prevalent  among  the 
aembers  of  the  Jewish  nation;  the  Mungolas,  an 
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African  nation,  are  said  to  be  very  subject  to  it. — 
Mania  is  by  no  means  a  frequent  disease.  Suicide, 
except  among-  the  Africans,  and  of  those,  certain  na- 
tions, is  rare  in  Jamaica. 

Of  cutaneous  diseases,  it  may  be  said  that  for  the 
most  part  they  are  very  common,  and  often  very 
troublesome  and  difficuli  of  treatment ;  cases  of  hi- 
pus  appear  frequently  among^  the  white  portion  of 
the  inhabitants.  The  syphilida  or  syphilitic  erup- 
tions are  very  rare. 

The  last  disease  which  it  is  necessary  to  mention 
is  Asiatic  cholera,  which,  for  the  first  time,  in  the 
memory  of  man,  visited  this  island  last  year. 

Of  these  diseases,  some  of  them  occur  at  times  in 
an  epidemic  form  ;  the  latter  will  be  more  particu- 
larly examined  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  report. 

The  hepatitis  or  acute  inflammation  of  the  liver, 
is  not  so  peculiar  to  Jamaica  as  to  the  East  Indies, 
where  few  Europeans  escape  its  attack.  This  disease, 
with  its  sequela  abscess,  is  decidedly  rare.  During 
the  present  year,  since  the  subsidence  of  cholera, 
more  cases  have  occurred  than  have  been  known 
during  the  last  twenty  years.  The  blacks  seem  sel- 
dom to  sufTer  from  it.  There  is  a  stage  of  conges- 
tion hardly  amounting  to  inflammation,  which  is  very 
common,  and  much  oftener  present  than  is  usually 
expected.  There  are,  it  may  be  said,  few  diseases 
that  resist  the  common  treatment,  which  are  not 
connected  with  an  aflection  of  the  liver,  and  they  are 
often  accompanied  with  such  ambiguous  symptoms, 
as  to  excite  but  little  suspicion  of  the  liver  being 
aflfected,  until  the  fact  has  been  ascertained  by  a  re- 
course to  those  medicines  which  are  principally 
adopted  for  the  removal  of  such  aflTections ;  slight 
functional  derangements  of  the  liver  are  frequent, 

Some  years  back  (1830)  jaundice  prevailed  and  at- 
tacked several  persons,  proving  fatal  in  many  cases. 
In  April,  1804,  Dr.  Williamson  states,  "  several  per- 
sons, who  were  under  jaundice,  intermittents,  &c., 
recovered  by  the  influence  of  fair  weather." 
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Enlarged  spleen  is  of  frequent  occurrenee  after  in- 
^rmittent  and  remittent  fevers,  and  sometimes  attains 
great  size.  Melcena  is  a  frequent  sequela  of  fever, 
L  which  congestion  of  the  various  viscera  has  taken 
lace.  Cholera  morbus,  English  or  sporadic  cholera, 
ccasionally  takes  place  during  very  hot  weather,  and 
s  the  result  of  fish-poison,  and  is  generally  traceable 
)  some  error  in  diet,  particularly  to  large  draughts 
f  cold  fluid,  taken  while  the  body  is  heated  and  fa- 
gued.  A  case  occurred  in  1 840,  of  a  gentleman  who 
as  so  attacked  after  a  large  draught  of  iced  beer; 
e  died  in  less  than  thirty-six  hours,  with  all  the 
^mptoms  of  cholera  asphyxia. 

Cholic  is  very  common  among  the  black  classes,  at- 
•ibutable  no  doubt  to  the  heavy  and  solid  food  they 
lake  use  of  after  long  periods  of  fasting. 

Dyspepsia,  in  all  its  forms  and  varieties,  is  of  fre- 
uent  occurrence  among  all  classes,  as  might  be  ex- 
ected  from  the  habits  previously  described.  Among 
he  negroes,  it  is  often  very  severe,  giving  rise  to  very 
cute  suffering.  *'  Pain  o'  tomack"  is  a  very  common 
oraplaint  among  them,  and  may  be  attributed  to 
heir  general  mode  of  dietary,  and  to  the  large  quan- 
ities  of  fruit  they  consume.  Pyrosis,  or  water-brash, 
>  an  affection  very  prevalent  among  them. 

Dry  belly-ache  appears  formerly  to  have  been  a 
ery  prevalent  and  fatal  disease  among  the  white 
lasses.  It  is  now  very  rare.  It  was  generally  attri- 
buted to  the  introduction  of  salts  of  lead  into  the  sys- 
em,  this  seems  doubtful.  It  does  occasionally  occur 
mong  the  darker  classes.  On  this  subject.  Dr.  Cop- 
ind  writes,  "The  form  of  colic  which  occurs,  and 
ven  prevails  in  some  of  the  West  India  islands,  has 
iften  been  confounded  with  lead-colic,  from  the  sup- 
(Osition  that  the  new  rum  drunk  in  these  islands  con- 
fiins  lead  in  solution.  Dr.  Quier,  Dr.  Chisholm,  and 
)r.  Thompson,  who  resided  long  in  the  West  Indies, 
tate  that  this  disease  is  not  so  common  as  formerly 
n  these  islands,  owing  to  the  improvement  in  morals, 
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and  the  use  of  wanri  clothinji:,  ^nd  that  nothing  is 
more  erroneous  than  attributing  it  to  the  power  of 
lead.  These  physieians  refer  it  to  the  intemperate 
vise  of  spirits,  and  to  alternations  of  heat  and  eold. — 
Dr.  Quier  and  Dr.  Mu^grave,  who  have  given  a  very 
detailed  account  of  this  complaint,  as  they  observed  it 
in  Jamaica  and  Antigua,  where  it  is  of  frequent  occur- 
rence, state  positively  that  lead  is  not  concerned  in 
iLs  production."  M.  Larrey  imputes  it,  rather 
an  identical  <li^:ease,  occurring  in  Spain,  to  atmos- 
pheric vicissitudes,  and  acid  beverage,  and  designates 
it,  "  coiique  bilieuse  rheunuitisniaie a  name  at 
least  applicable  to  the  disease  previously  alluded  to. 
Dr.  Henderson,  of  the  |)aris))  of  Portland,  states — 
that  this  disease  was  prevalent  in  his  distiict  at  the 
time  of  the  outbreak  of  cholera  last  year. 

Pulmonary  consumption  is  a  disease  which  is  gene- 
rally said  to  be  inucii  more  common  since  emanci- 
pation  than  formerly  ;  this  seems  questionable. — ■ 
Perhaps  the  difference  may  be  put  down  to  the  im- 
proved methods  of  diagnosis,  by  which  it  is  now  more 
•certainly  detected.  On  referring  to  the  registry  of  tlie 
parish  of  St.  Catherine,  in  which,  for  the  space  of  thir- 
ty-five years,  commencing  from  1774,  the  causes  o 
death  are  inserted,  it  is  evident  that  the  disease  was 
.not  then  rare.  Dr.  Dancer,  in  his  Jamaica  Practice 
of  Physic,  ren.arks,  that  in  his  time,  some  practi- 
tioners are  of  opinion  that  consumption  is  more  pre- 
valent in  Jamaica  than  formerly."'  It  is  now  very  com- 
mon, rapid  in  its  course,  and  fatal.  Several  reasons 
have  been  assigned  for  the  greater  frequency  of  this 
disease  since  emancipation,  but  none  of  these  are  sa- 
tisfactory. Ti»e  class,  especially  attacked  at  present, 
.appear  to  be  persons  who  were  not  affected  by  the 
change  from  slavery.  No  measure  is  more  likely  to 
solve  the  difficulty,  and  direct  us  to  the  remedy,  than 
a  correct  registration  of  births  and  deaths.  Some 
have  considered  that  the  atmosphere  being  loaded 
with  small  i)articles  of  the  fibres  or  cottony  floccuii 
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the  epidendron  anfractuosum  or  ceiba,  at  particu- 
[•  periods  of  the  year,  might  act  as  an  exciting  cause 
this  disease. 

Pneumonia  and  pleurisy,  single  or  combined,  are 
ry  common  diseases,  especially  among  the  blacks, 
is  rare  to  open  a  body  in  which  the  lungs  are  not 
□re  or  less  bound  to  the  ribs  by  old  adhesions  ; 
some  cases,  abscess  exists  without  any  sign  of  tu- 
ircle  in  the  lungs,  or  any  other  part  of  the  body, 
^is  appears  to  be  frequently  the  case  in  the  young 
cruits  of  the  black  regiments,  who  are  chiefly  Af- 
:ans.  The  presence  of  those  affections  often  give 
>e  to  continued  and  typhoid  fever  of  a  most  insidu- 
IS  and  fatal  form. 

In  many  instances  this  disease  occurs,  accompani- 
I  with  hepatic  symptoms,  and  yellow  expectoration, 
it  without  any  acute  hepatitis  tending  to  abscess  ; 
generally  assumes  a  typhoid  type.  Cases  are  not 
ifrequent  among  the  blacks  confined  in  prison, 
ronchitis  and  catarrhs,  are  very  frequent  at  particu- 
r  seasons  of  the  year. 

Sore  throat,  with  ulceration  is  often  very  trouble- 
ime,  and  prevails  at  times  among  many;  in  fact, 
jrhaps  it  should  rather  be  considered  as  epidemic, 
often  occurs  among  children,  and  appears  at  all 
nies  of  the  year ;  it  probably  depends  upon  some 
langes  in  the  atmosphere. 

Dropsies  are  common,  as  the  result  of  diseased 
scera,  the  sequela  of  fever,  and  also  of  anaemia, 
3\vever  produced,  and  cachexia  Africana. 
Tetanus  and  tetanic  diseases  are  certainly  ende- 
ic,  both  in  their  idiopathic  and  traumatic  form  ;  they 
jpear  to  be  more  common  among  the  darker 
lasses. 

Coup  de  soleil  occasionally  takes  place  on  expo- 
ire  of  the  head  to  a  very  hot  sun ;  it  does  in  very 
arm  seasons  affect  even  the  negroes,  though  the 
rotection  afforded  by  the  woolly  covering  is  sur- 
rising. 
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Verminatio,  or  worms,  are  very  common  indeed 
among  all  classes  ;  all  the  usual  s  pecies  exist.  Black 
children  are  very  suf)ject  to  them,  and  sometimes 
pass  pols  full  ;  this  was  observed  during  cholera, 
large  masses,  entangled  and  twisted  together,  would 
escape  in  the  dejections. 

Rheumatism  and  rheumatic  pains  are  sometimes 
very  severe,  and  attack  all  classes.  Acute  rheuma- 
tism not  unfrequently  produces  pericarditis  endocar- 
ditis, &c.  Rheumatic  pains  are  very  common  among 
the  negroes,  especially  during  the  prevalence  of 
strong  land  winds. 

Anaemia — This  is  observable  in  the  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  plains,  but  more  especially 
in  those  of  towns.  It  appears  to  be  a  general  relaxa 
tion  of  the  whole  system  without  any  marked 
disease.  It  is  often  the  result  of  der 
the  menstrual  discharge,  as  also  of  enlarged  cr  dis- 
eased spleen. 

Cachexia  Afrieana,  mal  d'estomac,  dirt-eating, 
was  formerly  a  very  common  andftital  disease  among 
the  blacks;  in  fact  depopulating  estates  and  dis- 
tricts, it  has  been  variously  accounted  for.  In 
many  instances  it  has  been  attended  with  symptoms 
of  nostalgia.  It  appears  to  be  less  frequent  now. — 
The  earth  generally  eaten  was  a  species  of  marl,  hut 
some  would  take  tobacco  ashes,  hair,  &c.  Dancer 
says,  "There  is  no  calculation  of  the  general  mor- 
tality of  this  disease,  but  it  sometimes  sweeps  off  one 
half  or  more  of  the  negroes  on  a  plantation,  it  has 
become  much  m.ore  prevalent  since  the  large  im- 
portation of  Angola  negroes,  who  are  more  particu' 
larly  addicted  to  dirt-ealing  tiian  others.  Dirt-eat- 
ing prevails  more  in  wet  than  in  dry  parishes.  In 
the  Port  Roval  mountains  it  is  almost  unknown, 
though  it  is  frequent  in  St.  Andrew's,  whicli  is  per- 
haps owing  to  there  being  m.ore  of  the  earth  they  are 
fond  of  in  the  latter  situation." 

Nyctalopia  and  hccmeralopia  are  generally  des- 
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cubed  as  endemic.  They  are  rare,  but  do  occasion- 
ally occur,  particularly  in  tiie  sandy  and  wliite  lime- 
stone districts. 

l^terygium  is  a  very  common  affection,  especially 
among  elderly  females,  so  much  so  as  to  have  at- 
tracted popular  notice. 

Indamniation  and  enlargement  of  the  prostate 
gland  appears  to  be  common,  attributable,  most  like- 
ly to  tneciuantity  of  spices  usiraiiy  taken,  and  per- 
haps to  excessive  horse-exercise.  Cheloid  tumours 
are  peculiar  to  the  blacks,  and  are  very  common ; 
they  appear  to  follow  any  breach  of  the  surface,  as 
from  a  cut  or  a  blister  ;  tlieir  usual  seat  is  over  the 
sternum,  or  on  the  lobule  of  the  ear. 

Ulcers  about  the  ancles  are  very  common,  and  ex- 
ceedingly troublesome  ;  they  vary  as  to  their  nature, 
but  the  majority  of  them  are  indolent;  they  have  a 
convex  surface,  of  a  pale  pinkish  colour,  often  asTect- 
ing  the  deeper  tissues,  and  inducing  diseases  of  the 
bone,    Thev  are  said  to  be  more  comuion  in  the 

ft/ 

mountains.  So  serious  are  these  ulcers,  that  Dr. 
Hunter  tells  us  in  his  work  on  the  diseases  of  the 
army  in  Jamaica,  the  "  ulcers  in  the  niiiitary  hospi- 
tals in  Jamaica,  are  in  the  proportion  of  one  third  at 
Spanish-Town,  one  half  at  Fort-AugJista,  and  two 
thirds  at  Stoney-Hill.  No  method  of  treatment  has 
been  found  successful,  and  they  are  therefore  inva- 
livied  and  sent  home.  Dr.  Lempriere  tells  us  pre- 
cisely the  same,  as  the  result  of  Ids  experience  in  the 
army  in  this  island."  Dr.  Williamson  tells  us,  "  ul- 
cers in  nei^roes  are  frequently  connected  with  con- 
stitutional distempers."  In  some  new^-comers  the 
bite  of  the  mosfjuito  gives  rise  to  irritable  and  painful 
sores. 

Dr.  Jackson,  an  eminent  military  medical  writer, 
who  served  in  this  island,  informs  us  *'  that  sore  legs 
are  intimately  connected  with  intermitting  fevers  and 
dian  hcjca ;  in  wet  weather,  or  in  the  rainy  season,  inter- 
mittents  and  diarrhoea  are  frequent ;  in  dry  weather, 
sore  legs  are  more  common  ;  sore  legs  also  frequent- 
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ly  occur  among  classes  of  men  moved  to  a  new  cli- 
mate, who  seem  little  susceptible  of  febrile  irritation, 
from  the  application  of  a  febrile  cause.  Such  are  Af- 
ricans, and  persons  who  live  teraperateljs  and  sober- 
ly, (in  common  language  poorly,")  or  who  have  expe- 
rienced frequent  changes  of  climate,  and  under  these 
changes,  led  a  life  of  debility.  Blotches  on  the  skin, 
and  sore  legs,  frequently  appear  in  crowded  barracks, 
in  ships,  or  hospitals  ;  they  depend  evidently  on  a 
cause  of  febrile  contagion,  but  the  precise  state  or 
degree  of  contagion,  which  originates  this  form,  is 
difficult  to  be  marked  ;  the  appearance,  however,  usu- 
ally shews  itself  at  an  early  stage  of  contagion,  in  a 
contagion  generated  among  a  set  of  men,  rather  than 
imported  from  a  concentrated  source." 

Prickly  heat,  though  a  trifling  complaint  in  general, 
is  one  that  prevails  at  particular  seasons,  and  attacks 
some  individuals  more  than  others,  depriving  them  of 
rest,  and,  for  the  time,  rendering  their  lives  miserable. 
Besides  the  prickly  heat,  "there  are"  says  Mosely, 
*'in  the  West  Indies,  vesicular  and  exanthematous 
eruptions  and  effloresences,  to  which  new  comers 
and  others  are  sometimes  subject  in  the  hottest 
months,  ^vhich  resemble  i5pwa,  papula,  sudamina,  es- 
sere  ;  and  what  Hippocrates  calls  cpXuxTaivaj,  the  erup- 
tive produce  of  summer,  in  temperate  climates."  Hil- 
lary describes  the  same. 

Leucorrhcea,  chlorosis  menorrhagia,  are  very  pre- 
valent among  females  of  all  classes.  Among  the  low- 
er classes,  prolapsus  uteri  is  of  frequent  occurence  ; 
the  result  both  of  relaxation,  and  also  of  the  ill-timed 
efforts  made  during  labour,  and  the  injurious  treat- 
ment often  adopted  by  mid  wives. 

Elephantiasis  arabum  and  grcecorum,  or  epra  tu- 
hercurata,  both  occur,  and  attack  those  of  all  colours; 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  appears  to  be  at  all 
contagious  ;  as  regards  elephantiasis  groscornm, 
opinions  differ.  The  elephant  leg,  (E.  arabum,) 
compared  with  its  prevalence  of  old  time,  may  be  said 
to  be  surprisingly  diminished  in  frequency. 
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Yaws  are  distinctly  an  African  disease.  It  is  a  sin- 
gular fact  that  previous  to  the  emancipation,  every 
estate  had  its  yaw  hut,  which  was  always  filled  ;  but 
since  that  period,  the  disease  seems  almost  to  have 
disappeared.  In  the  towns,  it  is  rarely  or  never  seen. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  inoculation  must  have  been 
very  generally  practised. 

Kra-kras  appears  to  be  a  species  of  itch.  Kra- 
kras,  or  craw-craws.  Dancer  observes,  that  this  ap- 
pears to  be  the  same  affection  known  as  ongoes,  in 
Madeira,  and  is  attributed  to  the  presence  of  an  ani- 
mal-cule.  Dr.  Grainger  tells  us,  The  kra  kras  is 
not  the  itch,  but  the  consequence  of  the  yaws." 

Coco-bay,  or  joint-evil,  is  amost  disgusting  disease, 
attacking  chiefly  the  negroes  ;  it  is  attended  with  loss 
of  the  fingers  and  toes.  It  is  said  to  be  occasionally 
hereditary.    No  good  account  of  this  disease  exists. 

Dr.  Copland  partially  describes  it  under  the  head 
of  lepra  anaesthesiaca,  and  alludes  to  the  descriptions 
of  it  as  given  by  Dr.  Winterbottom  and  Mr.  Robin- 
son. His  account,  however,  that  "  Ulcers  form  on 
the  metacarpal  and  metatarsal  articulations  in  the 
lines  of  flexion,  and  afterwards  in  the  corresponding 
parts  of  the  articulations  of  the  larger  joints,  and  that 
these  ulcers  enlarge  and  sphacelate,  and  the  fingers 
and  toes  drop  off,"  appear  to  denote  another  and  a 
different  disease.  In  this  affection,  the  disease  is  al- 
most invariably  confined  to  the  plalanges  of  the  fin- 
gers and  toes,  nor  do  they  sphacelate  and  drop  off, 
but  they  seem  to  gradually  disappear  by  a  sort  of 
atrophy  in  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cases.  The 
rudimentary  nail  will  be  found  existing  on  the  end  of 
the  first  phalanx,  tlms  proving  that  the  skin,  at  least 
of  the  tip  of  the  finger,  could  not  have  dropped  off, 
but  has  rather  shrunk  up. 

The  Guinea-worm  is  generally  imported  from 
Africa  ;  it  does  not  appear  to  arise  here. 

It  will  be  well  to  consider  the  usual  weather,  and 
what  diseases  occur  at  the  different  periods  of  the 
year ;  in  so  doing,  the  account  given  by  Dr.  Lem- 
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priere,  of  the  weather,  as  it  occurs  on  the  south -side 
of  tfje  islancS,  v>  i!{  he  our  .i>-ui<'e. 

*'  Frciiij  the  :iii<l(iie  of  lieceniber  to  tlie  miciille  of 
April,  (iry  weallier  n.-^uai'ly  |)ri:vai{>;,  if  vv<i  exoe{)t  a 
few  traiisieiit  s!iO'vTii-s,  vvlsich  s<;n,eiiii';('.s  fali  ai/out 
Christinas,  pupuiariy  leiiiicvl  '  (juiiifcti-corn  iains.' — 
The  UioaUis  of  December,  JaiiUrirv,  and  f-'ebruarv, 
are  ir.ore  or  I e.ss  subject  to-  norlli  winds,  wliich  blow 
directly  from  the  (jortinent  of  America,  ar.d  son»e- 
titnes  with  considerable  force  and  coldness.  'V\\e 
northerly  intiiiences  are  first  felt  in  the  nionlh  of  No- 
vember, am!  are  found  to  coincide. Avit.h  the  termina- 
tion ot  what  is  usjialiv  cal]e«I  the  ImHan  sumuier,  on 
the  i\orth  Ameiican  continent.  Tije  hazy  ^low  of 
the  hist  lini;erin2S  of  auiiniin  terminates  sinideniv  in 
a  hiiuricane  of  vvind  and  snovv,  and  winter  lading  set 
in  from  Labrador  to  Fi(!rida,  bv  the  end  of  INoveni- 
Ler  the  cohl  of  Canacbi  then  sweeps  through  ihe 
valh^y  oi'  tlie  Mississipiji,  and  penetrates  tlie  gidf 
of  Mexico.  The  time  of  setting  la  of  tlie  north.erly 
M'inds,  or  of  their  (hn-aiion,  is  bv  no  means  however 
regidar  or  certain,  for  sometfan's  ihey  (a.-eur  early 
in  i)ecend)er,  and  corilinue  orily  a  short  time  ;  at 
others  tbev  will  blow  from  thai  r.eriod  with  sonie 
little  variation  nnlii  i^^ebruary  ;  vvliile  there  are  parti- 
cid'.u-  vears  v.  hen  thr  v  huvf  net  set  in  iintii  the  h'C- 
•ginning  or  middie  ol  Janaary.  They  are  oceasjonahy 
atie'^:ded  with  rain  and  hazy  varatiier,  bait  more  fre- 
qiiently  wilii  a  clear  dry  atmosj}here  ;  the  ibrmer,  or 
V.  lial  is  ternied  the  v.  el  norUis,  are  generally  very  un- 
htaltiiy,  and  ])rodiictive  of  retniltent  and  internditent 
fevers,  colds,  ulcerated  sore  throats,  and  bowel  com- 
.pbdnts  ;  fiie  latter,  or  ihe  dry  norths,  (if  we  except  el- 
derly people,  and  others  with  delicate  conslitations, 
who  are  ir.ore  readily  aiTe.cted  by  a  (l-older  atmos- 
phere,) are  iisua;::'  <!on''vicive  to  iiealiii,  by  checking 
and  gi\ir:g  a  favo»ai)5e  tarn  to  iiie  disease  oc::asioned 
by  the  preceding  raiiis.  At  this  period  of  the  year 
the  sea  breezes  are  bnt  weak,  and,  in  the  absence  of 
the  norths,  are  more  usually  superseded  by  strong 
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land  winds,  wliirh  blow  both  day  and  i/igV.t,  and, 
tlioiigh  not  in  a  ^ivat  de^^ree  ;)roiiiK.rive  of  (!ise;iir^e, 
yet,  in  the  day,  they  are  not  «o  i-eiVeshing  as  the  sra 
breeze  ;  and  in  some  Hitiiaiiony,  from  passing  over 
tracks  of  swampy  or  wet  lacdy,  they  give  ri^e  to  a 
frequency  of  lever. 

The  thermometer  dnrin;.!:  these  . three  mo.....  ,  is 
commonly  fi'om  83  '  to  85^  in  the  middle  of  tiie  tiay^ 
bnt  at  ni;2:ht,  or  rather  very  eariy  in  the  r.M.ndng,  it 
falls  sometimes  so  low  as  and  i.ehiom  rir^es  higher 
than  7&\ 

Tlvd  month  of  Decemljer.  if  ihe  aiilriniDal  raiay  have 
set  in,  and  terminated  eursy,  may  f.-e  ennsi-lered  iit^a> 
tliy,  and  lavonrable  to  (he  arH\ai  (d'  iv.iiopeanhs.  ]f 
otherv.'ise,  fevers  are  apt  to  \iut  r-n  the  same  form,  ajid 
are  as  frequent  as  in  the  preredioi^'  moiuh. 

In  January,  the  norlh  breezes  sismuiy  set  in,  the 
weather  is  dry,  the  effects  oi"  tise  rAin!<  have  nearly 
ceased,  and  fevers,  when  tisey  oc(.'in\  are  geiierali'y  of 
the  intermitting^'  type,  and  rearl'dy  give  way  lo  ii)e 
common  mode  of  treatmerit.  Convalescents,  or  pa- 
tients vv'iiii  obstinitte  inleriiiiitencs,  whicii  comuseijced 
diirin'ii:  the  more  suUrv  months,  (unless  liiev  aie  m'.ich 
reduced,)  nsnally  bepjin  to  recover  during'  the  month 
of  January,  and  by  February  or  March  bire  re-esta- 
blished in  their  heaUh.  Fevers  of  the  continued  forin^ 
or  yellov/  fever,  seldom  are  observable  at  this  period 
of  the  year,  so  that  from  January  to  April  nv<iy  be 
considered  most  favourable  to  the  arrival  of  Eu- 
ropeans, or  the  conducting  of  any  active  military  ope- 
ration in  the  West  indies. 

In  Mnrch,  the  w^eatiier  is  dry,  the  land  wind,  usu- 
ally very  strong  during  the  nigiit,  but  is  succeeded 
early  in  the  morning  by  the  sea  bree/:e,  v/!iich  blow§ 
in  its  regular  track  with  considerable  force,  wiiicb 
circumstance  certainly  renders  this  the  most  healthy 
and  pleasant  month  in  the  year.  The  thermometer 
varies  but  little  in  the  middle  of  the  day  from  the 
preceding  months ;  but  in  the  morning  it  is  observed 
to  range  a  few  degrees  higher.    This  kind  of  weather 
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continues  until  about  the  middle  of  April,  when  the 
pun,  having  advanced  into  the  northern  hemisphere, 
the  sea  breeze  either  fails,  or  blows  from  the  soiiih 
east,  and  renders  the  air,  in  the  middle  of  the  dav, 
very  oppressive  ;  heavy  clouds  begin  to  collect  on  the 
tops  of  the  mountains,  whence  there  frequently  fail 
transient  showers,  and  these  appearances  are  certain 
presages  of  the  succeeding  rains,  which  generally 
fall  in  May.  The  thermometer,  about  the  middle  of 
the  day,  approaches  86",  and  in  the  morning  early 
varies  from  75°  to  80°,  The  sun  is  vertical  in  the 
latitude  of  Jamaica  from  the  8th  to  the  r2th  of  the 
month,  its  northern  declination  being  17o  to  18°,  a 
circumstance  that  determines  the  May  rains  of  the 
island.  Such  weather,  though  not  always  unheal- 
thy, induces  great  relaxation,  and  in  those  who  have 
been  much  reduced  by  former  attacks  of  fever,  it 
frequently  brings  on  a  return  of  the  complaint.  May 
being  the  month  in  which  the  spring  seasons  or  rains 
are  expected.  The  hot  and  oppressive  air  which 
distinguished  the  month  of  April,  continues  increas- 
ing until  the  heavy  rains  commence,  and  this  some- 
times happens  at  the  beginning,  but  more  frequently 
al>out  the  middle  of  the  month.  They  first  come 
from  the  mountains  in  heavy  and  repeated  showers, 
and  afterwards  from  the  south-east  in  constant  tor- 
rents, accompanied  with  much  lightning  and  tre- 
mendous peals  of  thunder.  The  rains  alternating 
with  bursts  of  fine  weather,  usually  last  a  fortnight 
or  three  weeks.  The  heat  is  now  much  increased  ; 
it  has  a  warm  sodden  feel.  The  thermometer  varies 
at  noon  from  85^  to  88°,  and  seldom  falls  lower  in 
the  morning  than  80^  The  month  of  May  certainly 
cannot  be  considered  healthy ;  since  the  rains,  and  the 
hot  oppressive  air  to  which  this  gives  rise,  induce 
general  relaxation,  and  seem  to  aggravate  the  com- 
plaints of  those  who  are  already  indisposed.  Affec- 
tions of  the  bowels  also  are  more  observable  during 
wet  or  damp  w^eather  than  at  any  other  periods. 
The  month  of  May  is,  however,  not  distinguished 
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for  the  frequency  of  fevers,  except  in  those  who  were 
111  a  state  of  convalescence,  or  who  had  been  subject 
to  attacks  of  that  disease.    The  rains  indeed  seem 
rather  to  suspend  the  progress  of  fever,  and  reserve  it 
or  the  aid  of  a  more  povverfui  agent ;  the  solar  inHu- 
3nce,  which  in  the  month  of  June,  produces  exhalations 
that  render  it  unusually  sickly.     In  this  month  the 
weather  is  clear,  hot,  and  dry,  with  a  failure  of  the 
land  wind  at  night,  and  of  regular  strong  sea  breezes 
during  the  day.    The  sky  is  seldom  obscured  by  even, 
the  appearance  of  a  cloud,  and  the  heat,  though  more: 
intense,  is  not  so  oppressive  as  in  April  or  May,  when 
the  sea  breezes  have  failed.    The  thermometer  be- 
tween May  and  June  varies  but  little,  and  the  differ- 
ence is  frequently  not  to  be  observed.    The  preced- 
ing rains  usually  give  rise  to  fevers  of  the  remittent 
md  intermittent  type  in  June,  which  of  course,  are 
more  or  less  fatal  in  proportion  to  the  cpiantity  of  rain 
that  has  fallen,  and  the  degree  of  heat  to  which  the 
grounrl  may  be  exposed  ;  but  tiiey  seldom  put  on  so 
bad  a  type  and  frequency  as  after  the  October  rains. 
Fevers  of  the  combined  form,  or  yellow  fever,  some- 
tunes  occur  in  June  among  newly  arrived  Europeans, 
but  they  are  by  no  means  so  frequent  or  fatal  as 
in  the  succeeding  months.    July,  August,  (when  the 
sun  is  again  vertical,)  and  September,  may  be  con- 
sidered the  hottest  months  in  the  year.    The  ther- 
mometer has,  within  my  observation,  risen  so  high  as 
92^  at  noon  in  Spanish-Town,  and  in  the  morning  it 
seldom  falls  below  83«.    The  nights  are  uncommon- 
ly sullry  and  oppressive,  from  the  failure  of  the  land 
wind.    The  days  are  intensely  hot,  but  from  the 
strong  sea  breezes  which  prevail  in  these  months, 
not  so  oppressive  as  in  some  of  the  cooler  months, 
when  the  vi'my  seasons  are  approaching;  July  and 
August,  for  a  few  days  in  each,  are  subject  to  tran- 
sient showers  from  the  mountains,   with  thunder, 
which  in  general,  are  not  productive  of  disease,  ex- 
cepting the  sudden  chills  which  come  on  in  the  direc- 
tiott  of  the  showers  from  the  mountains,  when  an  in- 
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lense  degree  of  wet  prevails  in  the  lowlands  ;  other- 
wise  they  vary  little  from  the  preceding  month.  In 
constitutions  already  assimilated  to  the  climate,  these 
months  give  rise  to  cholera  morbus,  and  other  bowei 
complaints,  from  an  increased  secretion  of  bile,  to 
spasms,  headaches,  and  various  other  symptoms^ 
produced  by  dyspepsia,  or  an  obstrncted  liver  ; 
to  a  few  cases  of  hepatitis,  and,  in  weakly  consti- 
tutions, to  great  relaxation  of  the  whole  system. 
Fevers  are  by  no  means  prevalent  during  these 
months,  except  after  an  unusual  exertion  and  ex- 
posure to  the  sun,  wiien  they  are  more  disposed 
to  run  into  a  form,  in  which  remissions  are  very 
indistinct,  and  difficult  to  be  induced ;  however  to 
the  newly  arrived  European,  these  months  prove 
the  most  unfavourable  and  fatal.  Their  intense  heats 
act  as  a  powerfully  predisposing  cause  of  fever,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  they  seem  to  concentrate  the  re- 
mote cause  (marsh  miasmata)  to  a  degree  that  in  con- 
stitutions, not  assimilated  to  the  climate,  more  fre- 
quently produces  fever  in  the  continued  form.  (Dr. 
•Lempnere  considers  yellow  fever  to  be  a  continued 
one.)  From  the  latter  end  of  July  to  the  commence- 
ment of  November,  is  the  period  usually  distinguish- 
ed by  the  appellation  of  the  hurricane  months  ;  more 
blowing  weather  prevails  in  these  months  than  dur- 
ing any  other  time  of  the  year. 

Abont  the  latter  end  of  September  there  is  the  same 
oppressive  weather,  with  a  moist  atmosphere,  which 
distinguishes  April,  the  usual  presage  of  the  seasons, 
and  this  continues  until  October,  when  the  autumnai- 
rains  set  in.  Yet  they  are  by  no  means  regular  in 
their  time  of  occurrence,  as  they  will  sometimes  com- 
mence at  the  latter  end  of  September,  and  at  others 
not  until  near  November ;  however,  about  the  com- 
mencement or  middle  of  October  is  the  period  whea 
they  may  be  usually  expected.  They  generally  set 
in  by  heavy  showers  at  different  pei 
from  the  mountains,  accompanied  by  a  land  wind, 
which  afterwards  gradually  veers  round  to  the  so«tb 
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east  and  south,  and  brings  such  constant  ahd  heivy 
torrents  of  rain  i'rom  the  sea,  as  sometimes  to  wash 
down  bridges,  huts,  and  every  thing  not  fixed  upoti 
the  firmest  basis.  The  thunder  is  not  generally  so 
loud,  nor  the  lightning  so  prevalent  in  these  as  in  thei 
May  seasons. 

'i  he  autumnal  rains  continue  with  but  little  inter- 
ruption for  several  days  and  nights,  and  induce  such 
a  stagnation  in  the  air,  as  often  to  affect  respiration,, 
and  occasion  a  listlessness  and  lowness  of  spirits. — • 
With  the  occasional  intervals  of  a  few  dry  days,  this 
weather  continues  until  the  middle  or  latter  end  of 
JNovember,  making  altogether  a  period  of  about  four 
-or  five  weeks ;  it  is  then  succeeded  by  the  norths, 
^vhich  give  rifee  to  a  change.  The  thermonieter  in 
October  and  November  differs,  in  the  middle  of  the 
day,  about  three  ar  four  degrees,  from  the  preceding 
months,  but  in  the  morning  early  it  falls  at  least  six 
or  sev€n  degrees  lower,  and  the  nights  are  subject 
to  strong  land  breezes,  and  are  consequently  cooler. 

It  is  during  the  montli  of  November,  and  part  of 
December,  when  the  ground  has  been  previously  sa- 
turated by  the  heavy  rains,  that  the  upper  surface,  by 
the  action  of  the  sun,  begins  to  crack,  and  forming 
a  passage  for  unhealthy  exhalations,  proves  the 
most  sickly  period  for  all  descriptions  of  people. — 
November  is  the  most  sickly  month  of  the  year. 

The  continued,  oryello^v  fever,  appears  sometimes 
at  this  period  among  the  newly  arrived  Europeans, 
though  the  disease  generally,  about  this  time,  pats  on 
the  remittent  and  intermittent  foims  in  their  worst 
type,  which  are  prevalent  among  all  descriptions  of 
people,  but  more  especially  among  the  lower  orders 
of  white  inhabitants,  in  many  of  whom  these  forms  of 
disease  have  been  so  rapid  in  their  progress  as  to 
prove  fatal  in  three  days;  for  although  remittent 
at  first,  they  may  seem  to  assume  a  mild  type,  yet  it 
will  frequently  hap|>en,  that  the  patient,  after  having 
taken  large  quantities  of  Ixirk,  sinks  at  the  ter- 
tninatiott  of  tlie  second  or  third  paroxysm. 
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The  intermittent  is  usually,  at  this  period,  of  the 
double  tertian  type,  frequently  with  anticipation,  as  in 
the  semi-tertian,  and  often  running  from  one  form  to 
another  so  rapidly,  as  to  admit  of  but  little  distinc- 
tion. 

Dysenteries  and  bowel  complaints  are  less  frequent 
during  these  months,  than  at  the  period  of  the  falling; 
of  the  rains,  or  at  that  season  of  the  year  when  the 
remittent  puts  on  a  more  favourable  type,  and  they 
appear  to  be  a  milder  form  only  of  the  endemic  ;  they 
are  frequently  combined  with  it,  and  the  two  diseases 
often  change  fi*om  one  form  to  the  other. 

Having  made  these  general  remarks  on  the  wea- 
ther, especially  of  the  ])lains,  it  is  necessary  to  ob- 
serve, that  notwithstanding  what  has  been  noticed, 
the  seasons  or  rains  will  often  vary  as  to  their  period 
of  commencement,  force,  or  duration,  and  someliraes 
foil  altogether.  The  sea  and  land  breezes  do  not  al- 
ways occur  in  the  order  they  have  been  mentioned, 
and  the  heat,  in  some  years,  has  been  nearly  as  in- 
tense in  December  as  in  June  or  July.  This  must 
necessarily  produce  a  difference  in  the  state  of 
health,  and  render  it  impossible  to  set  down  a  fixed 
rule  for  their  time  of  occurrence  or  form.  These 
results  will  therefore  only  serve  to  give  a  general  idea 
of  what  may  be  expected  from  the  climate  of  Jamaica 
in  ordinary  years. 

Having  frequently  made  use  of  the  words  malaria, 
and  marsh  miasmata,  it  may  be  well,  before  proceed- 
ing to  the  consideration  of  those  diseases  which  are 
epidemic  in  Jamaica,  to  ascertain  what  is  meant  by 
these  terms,  and  also  what  are  the  more  common 
properties  of  malaria  :  we  have  seen  that  it  not  only 
produces  fevers  of  all  types,  common  in  the  island, 
but  that  it  also  engendei"s  or  gives  rise  to,  or  aggra- 
vates and  modifies  other  diseases. 

It  is  the  specitfic  cause  of  several  diseases,  and  is 
itself  the  oflspring  of  some  of  the  physical  conditions 
t)f  tropical  elimatics.  ft  imparts  a  peculiar  character 
10  most,  if  not  all  the  diseases  which  occur  here,  by 
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imparting  a  periodicity  or  tendency  to  intermit  or  re- 
mit, besules  prodncirig- disease,  it  is  observed  that 
the  natives  ot  marshy  dh.tnctej,  \Yho  permanently  re- 
side in  them,  lose  their  whole  bodily  and  mental  con- 
st itntion,  contaminated  by  the  poison  tiiey  inhale. — 
Their  aspect,  says  i)r.  Brown,  "is  sal'low  and  pre- 
maturely senile,  so  that  children  are  often  wrinkled, 
their  muscles  flaccid,  the  hair  lank,  and  frequently 
pale ;  the  abdomen  tumid,  the  stature  stunted,  and 
the  intellectual  and  moral  character,  low  and  de- 
graded ;  they  rarely  attain,  what  in  more  wholesome 
regions  would  be  considered,  old  age;  as  examples 
may  be  cited,  the  cretins  of  the  deep  vaiiies  of  Switz- 
erland. It  is  remarked  that  the  inferior  animals,  and 
even  vegetables,  partake  of  the  general  depravation  ; 
thev  are  stunted  and  short-lived. 

Malaria  or  mash  miasmata  are  emanations,  or 
effluvia  which  arise  from  certain  ccurces,  under  the 
influence  of  a  high  temperature;  these  sources  may 
be  said  to  be  pools  of  stagnant  water,  partially  cov- 
ering the  soil,  or  covered  by  vegetable  substances ; — 
vegetable  matter  in  a  state  of  decomposition  ; — most 
absorbent  soils  exposed  to  the  sun's  rays; — the  muddy 
and  foul  bottom.s  of  lakes; — marshes  and  lagoons,  or 
the  muddy  banks  of  rivers  and  canals  ; — low  grounds 
which  have  been  partially  inundated  by  the  ocean  or 
by  rivers; — collections  of  low  and  dense  brush-wood, 
or  of  weeds  and  grass  which  are  called  jungles,  and 
are  so  familiarly  known  to  be  productive  of  malaria  ; 
that  jungle  fever  is  as  common  a  name  for  malarial 
disease  in  India,  as  marsh  fever  is  in  Europe.  The 
decomposition  oi' vegetable  matter,  in  oJher  circum- 
stances, than  in  connection  with  soil,  has  frequently 
proved  a  prolific  soiirce  of  malaria.  This  is  often  exem- 
plified by  the  very  pernicious  effects  of  the  steeping  of 
flax  and  hemp,  so  also  indigo.  Rush  and  others  mention 
examples  of  fevers  originating  from  the  deconiposition 
of  cofiee,  potatoes,  pepper,  and  other  vegetables.  The 
sickness  in  ships,  from  the  leakage  of  sugar  in  a 


M2         Pirrcul ion  of  Epidemic,  Endemic ^ 

•flnmp  hold,  and  the  occurrence  of  a  fever  which  com- 
niitted  fear^■ul  ravages  among  the  crew  of  the  I^ria- 
iiius  frij;ate,  from  the  acUon  of  bilge  v/ater  on  chips 
and  shavings  left  in  the  hold  from  repairs  of  the  ma- 
,u:azine,  as  mentioned  by  Burnett,  mav  be  referred  to 
the  snm<?  chiss.    Neglected  se\vers  and  (h'ains,  have 
j)roved  under  a  high  temperature,  to  be  productive  of 
i'ever  by  generating  this  poison.    "  When,"  says  Dr. 
Copland,    "  dead  animal  matters  or  exuviae  mix 
with  vegetable  substances,  and  putrify  with  ti^em  in 
a  warm  and  moist  air,  the  effluvium  assumes  a  more 
noxious  form,  Cvspecialiy  if  the  air  stagnates  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  its  source,  and  it  becomes  more  certainly 
productive  of  disease,  than  that  which  proceeds  from 
the  decomposition  of  vegetable  matter  only,  the  effects 
produced  by  it  being  often  of  a  more  adynamic  or 
malignant    tyj)e.  ^      The  term  marsh  miasmata  is 
wrong,  as  though  they  often  arise  from  marshes,  still 
this  is  not  invarial)lv  the  case.    The  essentials  for  its 
existence  appear  to  be  a  high  tempeiciture,  moisture, 
or  a  certain  soil,  with  or  without  decaying  vegetable 
and  animal  sul)8tances  ;  many  circumstances  tend  to 
prove  that  for  the  production  of  malaria,  only  a  small 
proportion  of  water  should  exist.    It  is  remarked  by 
African  traveller<^,  that  in  that  country,  the  evolution 
of  malaria  commences  immediately  on  the  falling  of 
rain  ;  and  that  of  this,  the  inhabitants  are  so  con- 
??cious,  that  they  then  retire  to  their  houses,  and  en- 
deavour to  exclude  even  the  least  access  of  air.  As 
the  rains  continue,  and  the  ground  becomes  thorough- 
ly wetted,  the  sickness  abates,  to  be  renewed  with 
greater  violence,  on  the  ceasing  of  the  rains  and  the 
gfound  becoming  dry.    In  the  case  of  inundations,  it 
IS  at  their  subsidence  that  sickness  prevails,  as  was 
exemplified  by  the  mortality  among  our  troops  under 
fiuch  circumstances  during  the  Birmese  war.    Jn  tem- 
perate climates,  a  inar^sh,  the  whole  surface  of  which 
is  thoroughly  wet,  is  comparatively  innoxious  ;  but  if 
partially  or  entirely  dried  by  the  summer's  heat,  it 
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becomes  entirely  pestilential  in  an t man.  It  is  when, 
after  being  wet,  the  ground  begins  to  dry  and  cake 
that  their  effluvia  seem  most  cotninon. 

A  theory  has  been  started  thai  malaria,  and  the^ 
emanations  from  decaying  vegetable  matter,  are  two 
distinct  and  separate  processes,  often  co-existing,  bnt 
not  connected  :  it  is  farther  maintained  that  the  former 
only  is  prejudicial. 

This  theory  maintains  that  malaria  consists  in  the 
effluvia  arising  from  certain  soils,  impregnated  with 
moisture,  but  free  from  vegetable  decomposition.  In 
proof  of  this  several  alledged  facts  have  been  ad- 
duced, which  appear  to  carry  great  weight;  but  still 
the  prevalent  opinion  is,  that  vegetable  substances, 
during  decay,  do,  under  certain  circumstances,  pro- 
duce the  specific  cause  of  fever.    What  malaria  is» 
we  know  not.    Chemistry,  hitherto  aided  by  the  mi- 
croscope, has  failed  to  explain  it.    We  recognise  its 
presence  only  by  its  effects.    It  is  carried  absorbed, 
or  entangled  in  the  atmosphere,  as  is  often  proved  by 
its  bsing  transported  to  places  at  a  distance  from  its 
source.    Observation  has  frequently  shown  us,  that 
places  lying  between  the  prevailing  wind,    and  a 
marsh  or  source  of  malaria,  suffers  ;  thus  it  is  some- 
times wafted  up  the  side  of  a  hill  from  a  marsh  be- 
low.   The  general  opinion  is,  that  tlie  three  diseases 
mentioned,  viz. : — intermittent,  remittent,  and  yellow 
fever,  are  ail  one  and  the  same  disease,  arising  from 
the  same  causes,  produced  by  tiie  same  poison,  but 
varying  only  in  degree.    The  history  of  the  disease 
strongly  supports  this  view.    Pdalaria  does  not  exist 
in  the  arctic  regions — nor  does  it  appear  during  the 
colder  seasons  of  more  temperate  climates,    it  is  sel- 
dom traceable  beyond  the  fifty-sixth  degree  of  north 
latitude,  and  it  is  supposed  to  require,  for  its  delope-- 
ment,  a  continuous  temperature,  higher  than  69°.  The 
nearer  we  approach  to  the  equator,  the  more  abun- 
dant, violent,  and  pernicious   does  the  poison  be- 
come whenever  it  is  evolved  at  all. 

In.  Engiaad  it  gives  rise  to  intermittents  alone» — 
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In  warmer  oiiuiates  we  have  hoiii  iriternriiUents, 
ar-d  remirterkts  [jrevaiiinji:,  and  in  the  West  Indies 
mid  other  trupical  places  we  liave  iii».ermiuent<, . 
reiiiittenis,  and  a  severe  form  termed  veliow  fever  : 
by  some  this  latter  ivS  considered  as  a  dilTerent 
disease  from  the  other  two — a  continued  fever, 
a  diistase — sui  generis,  and  differing  in  its  cha- 
meters  ;  this,  however,  may  be  doubted  :  it  must  be 
a!ib)wed  that  it  as.sunies,  at  different  times,  various 
types  ;  in  proof  of  iis  being  identical  with  the  others, 
it  may  be  stated  that  they  often  prevaii  at  one  and  the 
siame  time;  thiis.  at  a  certain  height,  intermittents 
and  slight  remittents  occur  ;  lower  than  this,  inter- 
mittents and  some  remittents ;  while  on  the  plains 
and  the  sea  coast,  we  liave  intermittents,  remittents,, 
and  yellow  fever  all  raging.  The  intermittents  af- 
fecting old  stagers  ;  the  remittents,  persons  who  have 
been  acclimatized,  but  who  are  affected  from  local  or 
personal  causes  more  powerfully.  And  lastly,  yel- 
low fever,  attacking  the  new  comers,  the  unacclima- 
tized,  and  tliose  in  whom  the  predisposing  causes  are 
still  stronger  than  ti)e  last.  I'here  are  a  few  pro|)er- 
ties  belonging  to  malaria,  which  it  is  well  should  be 
mentioned  ;  thus,  as  above  stated,  it  is  often  trans- 
ported by  the  air,  especially  when  in  a  hot  and  humid 
state.  This  property  acts  deleteriously  and  benefici- 
ally  at  the  same  time.  Thus,  the  w  ind  may  waft  ma- 
laria to  a  distance,  and  thereby  render  a  spot  unheal- 
thy, which  naturally  might  not  be  so  ;  so  also,  it  is 
often  of  service  in  clearing  the  poison  from  other 
places  and  preventing  its  conctmtration.  l)r,  Watson 
observes,  "  a  knowledge  of  these  facts  ought  to  be 
valuable  in  determining  the  choice  of  encampments, 
and  of  sites  for  duelling  houses.  In  agueish  districts, 
settlers  in  hot  climates,  especially  where  trade  winds 
prevail,  would  do  well  to  avoid  founding  towns  on 
the  lee  side  of  fijiy  swamp,  or  suspicious  ground. — 
The  outlets  of  rivers  are  commoiily  selected  ibr  the 
convenience  of  commerce,  and  there  is  often  a  right 
and  »  wrong  bank,    i  believe  that  most  of  the  priu- 
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cipal  towns  in  the  West  Indies  are  built  for  the  ad- 
ranta^?8  of  the  outward  bound  vessels  upon  the  west- 
ern or  lee  side  of  the  isiland." 

AH  malarious  districts  are  found  to  be  more  dan- 
herons  at  nig-ht  than  during'  the  day  ;  whether  the 
poison  be  then  more  copiously  evolved,  or  whether  it 
be  merely  condensed  and  concentrated  by  the  dimi- 
nished temperature,  or  whether  the  body  be  at  this 
time  more  susceptible  of  its  influence,  it  certainly  is 
most  active  during-  the  hours  of  darkness.  "  To  sleep 
at  night,"  says  Dr.  Watson,  "in  the  open  air  in  such 
places,  is  almost  to  cause  an  attack  of  the  fever." 

Lancisi,  who  first  explained  the  origin  and  sources 
of  malaria,  asks  the  question — "  Cur  juxta  paludes 
noctn  proesertim  indormieutes  magis  quam  vigilantes 
Icedantiir?''  Thus,  it  is  evident  that  the  land  breezes 
very  often  prove  deleterious. 

Dr.  Watson  observes — "The  practical  lesson  to  be 
deriv(jd  from  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  is  too  obvious 
to  dwell  upon.  In  malarious  countries,  the  open  air 
at  night,  must  be  avoided.  "  Early  to  bed"  is  always 
a  good  and  wholesome  rule  ;  but  the  other  half  of  the 
proverb,  "  early  to  rise,"  becomes  in  such  countries 
an  unsafe  precept — at  least,  it  is  hazardous  to  leave 
the  house  early,  this  rule  maybe  used,  but  should  not 
be  abused. 

Malaria  loves,  it  clings  to  tlie  ground  ;  consequent- 
ly houses  raised  from  the  surface,  are  the  safest ;  and 
upstair  houses  safer  still ;  an  instance  of  this  was 
noticed  by  ihe  legislature  some  years  back.  The 
fact  is  recorded  by  Dr.  Hunter,  in  his  w^ork  on  the  dis- 
eases of  soldiers  in  Jamaica; — "The  barracks  of 
Spanish-Town  consist  of  two  floors,  the  first  upon  the 
ground  ;  the  second,  on  the  first.  The  diflerence  in 
the  health  of  the  men  in  the  two  floors,  was  so  strik- 
ing as  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  of  the 
island  ;  and,  upon  investigation,  it  appeared  that 
three  were  taken  ill  on  the  ground  floor,  for  one  on 
the  other.  The  ground  floor  was  not  therefore  used 
fis  a  barrack  afterwards," 
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Malaria  is  ahsor])ed  by  water,  it  is  a  w  ell  asrer- 
tained  fact,  that  it  loses  its  noxious  properties  l>y 
passing  over  even  a  small  surface  of  water. 

Speaking  of  what  occurred  at  Walcberen,  Sir  Gil- 
bert Elane  tells  us — not  only  the  crews  of  the  ships 
in  the  road  of  Flushing  were  entirely  free  from  the 
endemic,  but  also  the  guard  ships,  which  were  sta- 
tioned in  the  narrow  channel  between  this  island, 
(VValcheren)  and  Beveland.  The  width  of  this  chan- 
nel is  about  six  thousand  feet ;  yet  though  some  of 
the  ships  lay  much  nearer  to  one  shore  than  to  the 
other,  there  was  no  instance  of  any  of  the  men  or 
officers  being  taken  ill  with  the  same  disorder,  as  that 
%vith  which  the  troops  on  shore  were  affected." 

Sir  John  Prinerle  made  the  very  same  remark  in  the 
"very  same  place,  in  1747.  "But  commodore  Mit- 
chell's squadron,  which  lay  at  this  time  at  anchor  in 
the  channel  between  south  Beveland,  and  the  island 
of  Walcberen,  in  both  which  places  the  distemper 
raged,  was  neither  afflicted  w  ith  the  fever  nor  the  flux, 
but,  amidst  all  that  sickness  enjoyed,  perfect  health,  a 
proof  that  the  moist  putrid  air  of  the  marshes  was 
dissipated  or  corrected,  before  it  could  reach  them." 

There  is  proof  that  malaria  can  be  wafted  to 
some  distance,  thus  JJr.  Macculloch  gives  one  in- 
stance in  which  it  extended  three  miles, 

A  strange  property  is  its  attraction  towards,  and  its 
adherence  to,  the  foliage  of  lofty  umbrageous  trees.— 
*'  So,"  as  Dr.  Watson  observes,  "  it  is  very  dangerous 
in  malarious  places  to  go  under  large  thick  trees,  and 
still  more  dangerous  to  sleep  under  them.  But  this 
property,  thus  a  source  of  peril  to  those  who  are  ig- 
norant of  it,  affords,  when  know  n,  and  rightly  made 
nse  of,  a  mode  of  protection  and  remedy  against  the 
influence  of  the  miasmata.  In  the  territory  of  Guia- 
na, where  large  trees  abound,  the  settlers  live  fear- 
lessly and  unhurt,  close  to  the  most  pestiferous 
marshes,  and  to  leeward  of  them,  provided  that  a 
screen  or  belt  of  trees  be  interposed. 

New  Amsterdam,  in  JBerbice,  lies  on  the  lee  side  of 
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\w  immense  swampy  forest,  in  the  direct  track  of  a 
>i\'on^  trade  wind  that  blows  night  and  day,  and  pol- 
lutes even  the  sleeping  apartments  of  the  town,  yet  it 
brinfics  no  fevers.  The  inhabitants  are  well  aware  that 
it  would  be  almost  certain  death  for  a  European  to 
deep,  or  even  to  remain  after  night  tall,  within  the 
verge  of  the  forest.  To  cut  down  the  trees,  would 
not  only  be  a  perilous  operation  in  itself,  but  would 
let  in  pestilence  upon  the  tow^n.  These  facts  were 
known  to  the  ancients.  Lancisi  endeavours  to  show, 
that  woods  and  groves  were  first  made  sacred,  (on  ac- 
count of  their  conservative  influence  in  this  way,)  to 
prevent  their  ever  being  cut  down. 

Asa  local  instance  of  the  utility  of  trees  in  ab- 
sorbing malaria,  the  following  remark  of  the  Rev.  W, 
Mayhew,  the  rector  of  Westmoreland,  may  be  cited. 
It  is  extracted  from  an  answer  to  a  question  on  the 
subject  of  medical  relief: — It  is  not  found  advi- 
sable to  cut  down  trees  and  bush  in  the  neigh- 
l>ourhood  of  the  marshes,  as  the v  absorb  much  of 
tlu!  malaria,  ami  prevent  its  spread.  Some  years 
hack  when  a  clearing  was  made  on  the  east  side  of 
the  town  of  Savanna-la- Mar,  an  epidemic  fever  was 
the  result." 

Although  cultivation  renders  a  climate  warmer, 
drier,  and  more  salutary,  especially  in  temperate 
countries,  yet  for  many  years  after  the  soil  is  cleared 
from  its  more  bulky  vegetable  productions,  and 
when  it  is  first  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  sun, 
especially  in  low  latitudes,  its  endemic  diseases  often 
become  more  severe  than  even  previously,  and  not 
unfrequently  assume  an  epidemic  or  pestilential 
form. 

The  medical  history  of  the  West  India  islands, 
and  adjoining  coast  of  America,  as  well  as  of  the 
United  States,  furnish  numerous  proofs  of  this  po- 
sition. 

The  surface  of  the  earth  previously  in  a  great 
measure  protected  from  the  action  of  the  sun's  rays, 
by  the  thick  and  exuberant  vegetation  that  covered 
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it,  and  the  temperalure  lowered  by  a  freer  evapora- 
tion and  transpiration  from  the  leaves,  yielded  a  less 
noxious  effluvium  than  when  entirely  exposed  to  the 
sun's  rays,  and  to  tlie  free  action  of  air,  heated  many 
degrees  higher  by  the  exposure.  In  its  unreclaimed 
state,  the  noxious  exhalation  proceeds  chiefly  from 
the  decayed  vegetable  matter  covering  the  soil,  a 
great  portion  of  which  seldom  rises  above,  or  ex- 
tends beyond,  the  higher  foliage  of  trees  ;  in  its 
cleared  state  the  emanations  are  the  product  of  the 
earth  itself,  and  result  from  its  richer  constituents, 
and  those  elements  of  animal  and  vegetable  matter 
^vith  which  a  dark  obsarbent  soil  abounds,  particu- 
larly in  warm  climates. 

The  generation,  and  consequently  the  effects  of 
malaria  are  prevented  or  lessened  by  culture  of  the 
soil,  and  more  especially  by  the  culture  of  cereal 
plants,  and  plants  of  similar  structure  which  present 
the  entire  foliage  to  the  influence  of  the  solar  ray. 

In  various  countries  this  has  been  distinctly  ob- 
served, drainage  and  sewerage  have  been  the  artificial 
remedy  and  culture,  the  natural.  By  agricultural 
means,  the  domain  of  malaria  h  diminishing  through- 
out the  more  enlightened  portions  of  the  earth. 

It  has  been  maintained  that  salt  water  alone,  or 
even  mixed  with  fresh,  as  at  the  mouth  of  a  river, 
where  it  empties  itself  into  the  sea,  cannot  or  does  not 
produce  malaria.  These  swamps,  so  c;ituated,  are  often 
covered  or  lined  with  maugrove  trees  and  bushes ;  to 
the  trunks  and  branches  of  the  mansrrove  ovsters  are 
attached,  and  they  contain  also  marine  animalculas 
and  small  fish  in  such  abundance,  as  to  render  the 
mud  upon  their  surface  frequently  highly  phosphor- 
escent. It  is  this  kind  of  swamp,  which  accordiiiii 
to  the  venerable  Humboldt,  contains  the  constituent^ 
necessary  to  furnish  the  most  violent  species  of  ma- 
laria, viz.  :— tannin  and  albumen  combined. 

The  diseases  which  occur  at  diflerent  times  as  epi- 
demics in  this  island,  are  the  following  :  — 

Fevers  of  a  continued  typhoid  t\pe,  typhus, 
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intermittent,  remittent  and  yellow  fever  ;  dysen- 
tery and  diarrbcea.    The  diflerent  exanthemata, 
as  measles,  small  pox,  chicken  pox,  scarlet  fever, 
erysipelas,  hoopin<i   con«>h,  inHuenza,  mumps, 
dandy  fever,  and  Asiatic  cholera. 
Epidemic  from  c':^  upon,  and  h^^^  people,  are  those 
diseases  which  attack  a  number  of  persons  in  any  city, 
town,  district,  or  country,  at  and  about  the  same 
time  or  season;  they  are  generally  uncertain  in  their 
occurrence.    Where  they  produce  great  mortality, 
they  are  termed  pestilential.    Among  epidemics,  are 
included  some  diseases  which  are  considered  conta- 
gious. 

Many  epidemic  diseases  appear,  says  Dr.  Llancock, 
under  certain  circumstances  to  be  communicable  by- 
contagion,  and  some  diseases  avowedly  contagious, 
prevail  epidemically. 

Facts  in  all  ages  would  seem  to  show  that  most 
epidemic  diseases  have  a  tendency  to  spread  by  inter- 
course with  those  exposed  to  the  same  causes  of  dis- 
ease, and  thus  predisposed  to  it.    This  tendency  has 
been  made  too  much  of  by  systematic  writers  in  some 
cases,  and  in  other  cases  too  little.    No  epidemic 
disease  either  attacks  simultaneously,  or  rages  with 
indiscriminate  violence  among  all  classes,  in  any 
community  ;  and  no  contagious  disease  attacks  every 
one  who  is  fully  exposed  to  its  influence.  Epidemic 
diseases,  whether  contagious  or  not,  have  their  as- 
signed laws ;  even  Avhen  highly  pestilential  and  de- 
structive, they  observe  stated  seasons,  and  periods  of 
rise,  increase,  and  decline  ;  when  their  attack  is  most 
sudden  and  general,  they  pass  over  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  community.    In  the  former  case  the  dis- 
ease  loses  its  malignity;  in  the  latter  some  constitu- 
tions are  proof  against  the  common  destroyer,  with- 
out any  apparent  immediate  intervention  of  art. 

The  sui)ject  and  history  of  epidemics,  have  unfor- 
tunately been  made  the  battle  ground  of  opinions  and 
prejudices  of  contagionists,  and  non-contagionists. 
Medical  men  on  the  spot  where  diseases  were  raging, 
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Dr.  nancock  expresses  it,  "  have  sometimes  like 
ehildrten  at  play,  taken  opposite  sides,  and  maintain- 
ed their  ground  with  unseemly  pertinacity,  so  that 
we  look  in  vain  to  eitiier  party  for  unprejudiced  ob- 
servations." The  records  of  all  modern  visitations 
of  pestilential  epidemics,  present  us  Avith  opinions 
and  stateinents,  as  mncli  at  variance  as  light  and 
darkness  ;  and  hence  we  must  conclude,  either,  that 
one  set  of  observers  are  right,  and  the  other 
wrong,  or  both  partially  informed,  but  blinded  by 
prejudice,  so  that  they  cannot  see  any  truth  in  their 
antagonivst's  assertions  ;  consequently  that  many 
things  which  they  report  as  facts,  are  only  partial 
observations,  or  vague  rumours,  or  hastily  formed 
conjectures,  or  unconnected  and  adventitious  ap- 
peaiances. 

It  may  here  be  right  to  state,  that  a  common  no- 
tion prevails,  that  any  non-professional  person,  with 
a  reasonable  share  of  sense,  is  as  competent  to  give 
an  opinion  on  the  contagious,  or  non-contagious  na- 
ture of  a  disease,  as  a  medical  man  ;  others  go  fur- 
ther still  and  maintain,  that  the  opinion  is  often  a  better 
one — as  unbiassed  and  unprejudiced.  These  opinions 
may  be  true,  and  doubtless  are  so  in  many  instances, 
but  that  the  opinion  of  a  non-professional  man  on 
this  subject  is,  or  can  be  as  good  as  that  of  a  well 
educated  medical  man,  is  insulting  to  common 
sense- — as  well  may  it  be  said  that  the  opinion  of  a  phy- 
sician on  some  theological  or  legal  point,  is  as  good 
as  that  of  a  divine,  or  a  lawyer. 

The  subject  of  contagion  is  one  which  requires  a 
knowledge  of  the  physical  and  chemical  actions  of 
the  body,  as  also  of  the  various  predisposing,  excit- 
ing, and  remote  causes  of  disease;  a  knowledge  of  the 
laws  of  contagion,  is,  in  fact,  to  be  attained  onlyafter 
study  and  experience.  As  was  formerly  urged  whew 
on  the  subject  of  quarantine,  the  subject  of  the  epi- 
demic spread  of  disease  is  proved  by  certain  pheno- 
mena of  nature,  and  by  certain  facts,  which  observa- 
tion in  all  parts  of  the  world,  has  proved  to  be  true. 
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Those  we  Kaw  con.si.sle<i  in  llie  natural  plienomena, 
or  t^igns  which  are  either  the  antecedent  indications, 
or  the  concomitants  of  a  pestilential  epidemic — such 
as  intemperate  seasons  and  unusual  weather  or  mor- 
tality among  any  species  of  the  lower  animals,  un- 
common abundance  of  some  of  the  insect  and  rep- 
tile tribes,  departure  of  birds,  the  death  of  those 
confined  in  cages,  blights  and  disease  in  the  vegeta- 
ble kingdom. 

To  these  may  be  added  the  fact,  that  it  is  a  rare 
thing  that  any  one  form  of  epidemic  disease  rages 
alone,  that  is  without  being  preceded  or  followed  by 
another.  We  ourselves  have  just  witnessed  a  re- 
inarkable  and  strong  exemplification  of  this  truth. — 
First — Asiatic  cholera,  then  influenza,  then  an  unu- 
sual prevalence  of  liver  disease,  followed  by  a  very 
general  epidemic  of  mumps.  Besides  the  other 
proofs  of  an  epidemic  atmosphere  peculiarly  exist- 
ing, may  be  mentioned  the  singular  changes  which 
have  been  observed  to  occur  in  the  common  or 
reigning  diseases  of  a  place,  before,  during,  and 
after  an  epidemic  pestilence.  The  changes  in 
the  symptoms,  or  type  and  character  of  the  epi- 
demic pestilence  itself,  and  tlie  circumstances  at- 
tending its  migrations  from  one  place  to  another  ; 
the  facts  relating  to  the  connection  of  epidemic  pes- 
tilence with  offensive  cities,  marshy  grounds,  and 
low  filthy  situations,  with  peculiar  geological  con- 
formations;  with  bad  food  and  a  condensed  filthy 
and  ill-fed  population  in  all  countries  ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  exemption  of  those  places  where  due 
attention  has  been  given  to  cleanliness,  wholesome, 
and  sufficient  Ibod,  and  a  rational  system  of  health 
police. 

Thus  then  it  is  clear  that  a  peculiar  state  or  con- 
stitution of  the  air,  present,  or  just  past,  and  perhaps 
also  of  the  body,  are  indispensables  to  the  epidemic 
rage  of  a  ]}estilential  disease. 

Sydenliam^s  remark  appears  to  apply  to  plague, 
yellow  fever,  cholera,  and  every  known  epidemic  dis- 
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case:  "  all  epidemics,  at  their  first  appearance,  seem 
to  be  of  a  more  spirituous  and  subtle  nature,  in  otlier 
\vords,  more  \iojent  and  acute,  as  far  as  can  be  judg- 
ed from  their  fsym[;tomy,  tlian  when  ihey  become 
older." 

Thus,  at  the  first  rise  or  outbreak  of  an  epidemic 
pestilence,  the  proportional  mortality  is  always  great- 
est;  and,  on  the  coLtrary,  at  the  decline,  whether  a 
iiiw  months  or  weeks  only  comprise  the  whole  career, 
the  disease  losi-s  much  of  its  i'atal  character,  putting; 
entirely  out  of  view  tlie  interference  of  medical  art  in 
either  case.  "^I'he  circumstances attendini^  the  spread, 
period  of  violejice,  and  decline  of  epidemic  disease 
cannot  l)e  accounted  for  bv  the  laws  of  c()nta2:ion. — 
L^xperience  has  i'uUy  proved  that  sanitaiy  measures 
will  mitigate  the  violence  and  prevent  tl)e  origin  of 
epidemic  diseases.  It  matters  little  whether  the  dis- 
ease is  contagious  or  not.  The  contagion  of  any  dis- 
ease— small  pox  itself — can  do  but  little  harm  at  any 
time  in  any  country,  unless  there  be  a  strong  predis- 
position of  body,  concurring  w  ith  a  {)estilential  sea- 
son. 

The  sign*,  or  indications  of  this  pestilential  season, 
(for  they  do  exist,)  and  the  way  to  remove  this  pre- 
disposition, or  remote  cause  of  disease,  is  ;of  far  morje 
consequence  than  the  prevention  against  a  foreign 
contagion.  •  ... 

The  history  of  epidemics  all  over  the  world,  the  ob- 
servations of  the  most  enlightened  enquirers  seem 
all  to  prove  that  the  whole  apparatus  of  an  epidemic 
pestilence,  from  beginning  to  end,  is  the  production 
of  the  country  ^^  here  it  ra2:es. 

As  regards  the  epidemics  of  intermittent,  remit- 
tent, and  yellow  fever,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the 
general  opinion  is,  that  these  three  are  one  and  the 
same  disease,  dependent  upon  the  same  cause,  pro- 
duced by  tlie  same  agent,  but  varying  only  in  degree. 

Some  consider  yellow  fever,  as  previously  remark- 
ed, to  be  a  disease,  sui  generis,  difierent  and  dis- 
tinct from  the  others  ;  the  three  diflercnt  forms  occur 
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sporiulically  at  all  times  oi'  the  year;  at  the  com- 
uienceiiient  and  M\  of  the  year,  intermittents  and  re- 
mittents usually  i)revail  ; — but  severe  remittents  and 
yellow  fever,  only  exist  epidemically  when  the  ex- 
(  itinj^  causes  are  powerful  from  some  local  or  person- 
al circumstances.  Epidemics  of  fever  in  this  island, 
are  often  confined  to  certain  districts  ;  shewing"  that 
the  local  causes  are  then  and  there  in  force.  Thus, 
at  this  very  time,  severe  fevers  are  prevalent  in  St. 
Thomas  iii  the  East,  and  St.  Tliomas  in  the  V'ale, 
places  wide  apart,  and  unconnected  ;  at  otlier  times 
the  cause  is  more  a,eneral,  and  it  ra;L;cs  over  the  whole 
island  ;  months  and  years  sometimes  pass  without 
x\\e  vflisease  occurring  either  in  a  sporadic  or  epide- 
mic form,  Mud  then  suddenly  it  bursts  out  with  all  its 
lorce.  (Jt  has  been  observed  to  the  Board,  that  it  is  be- 
lieved, that  no  case  of  yellow  fever  has  occurred  in  Spa- 
nish-Town since  the  early  part  of  1 848,)  These  fevers 
are  common  to  all  classes  ;  some,  however,  deny  that 
the  black  race  can  suffer  from  yellow  fever  ;  instances 
however  do  occur,  tliou2:h  rarelv.  The  more  usual 
types  of  intermittent,  are  the  quotidian,  the  tertian 
and  double  tertian  ;  occasionally  other  forms  occur, 
thus  recurring  every  seventh  and  fourteenth  day.  The 
prevalent  opinion,  that  one  attack  of  yellow  fever  de- 
fends the  person  from  another,  is  decidedly  fallacious. 

It  would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  note  down  the 
various  epidemics  which  have  occurred  at  different 
times  ;  thus,  when  raging  fearfully  among  the  sol- 
diers, civilians  have  enjoyed  an  almost  perfect  free- 
dom. There  is  one  fact  connected  witji  the  military, 
and  the  occurrence  of  yellow  fever,  which  is  well 
Avorth  recording,  (^although  hitherto  we  have  ])ur- 
posely  avoided  alluding  to  the  military,)  the  officers 
of  a  black  regiment  although  the  location  of  thesi; 
regiments  is  exclusively  tropical,  is  much  smaller  than 
among  those  of  a  white  regiment,  arf.eris  panbus ,  thu^ 
we  think  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  the 
former  are  saved  that  u:jental  depression  and  feeling 
often  amounting  to  panic,  which  arises  in  an  uHicer, 
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on  seeing  many  of  his  men  (Ijini;'  and  dead  around 
him. 

As  regards  fevei-s  of  a  continued  typhoid  type,  tliey 
are  stated  by  many  to  exist,  and  to  prevail  epid emi- 
<rally  in  certain  places.  *'Its  attacks,"  Dr.  Tliomson 
tells  ns,  "  are  often  protracted  to  the  twenty-first  or 
twenty-seventh  day  ;  it  attacks  those  of  a  weak  relax- 
ed habit  of"  body.  Women  who  have  produced  many 
childTen,  and  those  labouring  under  great  mental  agi- 
tation— the  age  of  puberty,  when  the  physical  powers 
of  the  body  are  suddenly  excited,  and  the  important 
process  of  menstruation  not  thouroughly  established, 
are  particularly  noxious  to  the  attacks  of  this  insi- 
dious disorder,  and  according  to  their  previous  habits 
and  constitution,  the  type  will  assume  more  of  a  ma- 
lignant or  nervous  character."  71iis  kind  of  lever  is 
described  as  prevailing  very  much  in  St.  Thomas  in 
the  Vale  and  other  damp  districts  of  the  island. 

It  is  said  to  attack  all  classes,  and  never  to  be  ac- 
companied with  black  vomit,  or  any  eruption  like 
typhus  on  the  surface.    In  many  cases,  especially  in 
ttie  negro,  this  fever  appears  to  be  associated  w  ith,  or 
dependant  upon,  subacute  pleuropneumonia.  In  many 
instances  of  remittent  fevers,  during  their  progress, 
they  assume  a  typhoid  type  generally  referable  to 
som-e  local  congestion  or  mischief.    True  typhus,  is 
said  to  occur  occasionally,  both  in  the  plaiiis  and 
iiigher  lands,  as  proved  by  its  general  symptoms,  to- 
gether with  the  existence  during  life  of  the  measle- 
like  eruption,  with  petchia%  and  vibices  and  inflamma- 
tion, and  ulceration  of  Peyers  glands  as  disclosed 
after  death. 

Dysentery  and  diarrhoea  frequently  prevail — some- 
times by  theTUselves— at  other  times  preceding,  tol- 
iowing,  or  co-existing  with  remittent  fevers.  They  i 
exist  both  in  the  mountains  and  plains.  In  the  for- 
mer they  appear  to  be  often  induced  by  excessive 
damp  and  cold  breezes,  and  are  sometimes  very  fatal 
to  the  negroes.  In  1845  and  1B4(>  a  severe  epidemic 
ra^ed  in  the  St.  Andrew's  and  Port- Royal  mountams, 
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and  carriinl  off  numbers  ;  the  same  disease  also  raged 
in  the  lowhmds  at  that  time.  Generally  speaking, 
the  epidemics  of  dysentery  in  the  lowlands  are  not  fa- 
tal. On  the  occasion  alluded  to,  however,  it  was. 
Chronic  dysentery  is  a  very  common  disease,  espe- 
cially among  the  dark  classes.  Among  them  it  ap- 
pears to  be  the  most  fatal  disease. 

The  different  exanthemata  do  all  and  each  prevail 
at  times,  both  sporadically  and  epidemically. 

Measles  occur  sometimes  ;  thus,  in  18*22  there  was 
a  severe  and  fatal  epidemic,  which  extended  over  the 
whole  island.  In  1837  there  was  a  mild  epidemic; 
since  then,  cases  have  presented  themselves  here  and 
there.  Instances  have  occurred  of  vessels  arriving 
with  it  on  board,  and  although  the  parties  were  land- 
ed, yet  it  did  not  prevail.  Dr.  Chamberlane,  in  his 
evidence  on  quarantine,  gives  an  instance  where  a 
number  of  soldiers  wives  and  children  had  it,  they 
were  isolated,  and  confined  within  bounds,  and  the 
disease  did  not  spread.  Dr.  Williamson  mentions  its 
ap[)earance  in  March,  1809.  In  the  parish  register 
of  St.  Catherine  tlie  following  deaths  from  measles 
are  recorded,  as  occurring  between  1774  and  1808  ; 
178.3  .  "  .  .  9 
1792       ...  I 

179e'>  ...  3 

A  few  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  m  f843,  in? 
Spanish-Town. 

Small  Pox. — This  disease  lias  occasionally  made 
its  appearance  in  the  island. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  parish  regis-' 
ter  of  St.  Catherine  of  the  number  of  cases  of  small 
pox  w  hich  were  buried  in  tlie  yards  of  the  church  of 
England,  (hiring  the  years 

1774  .    ,    7  1794    .    .  I, 

1775  ,  .  4  1790  .  .  3 
1770    .    .    7  1798    .    ;  2 

1778  .    .    3  \m)    .    .  4 

1779  .  .  a  f80l  .  .  r 
1781    .    .    3                 1802    .    .  2 

u-2 
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1785    .    .11  1000    ,    .  1 

1788    .    .     1  1807    .    .  1 

1791     .    .     1  1808    .    .  1 

Tliese  include  soldiers,  with  their  wives  and  chilthen, 
as  also  cases  of  inocciilated  and  natural  small  pox. 

Formerly  inocculation  was  very  much  in  vo<2,ue, 
and  was  most  successfully  and  extensively  practised 
])y  Dr.  Quier  ;  it  at  last  gave  way  to  vaccination. — 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  inocculation  is  still 
practised  by  some;  a  subject  which  demands  legis- 
lative attention. 

General  epidemics  of  this  disease  appear  to  have 
occurred  ;  and,  during  the  period  of  slavery,  it  ajj- 
])ears  often  to  have  existed  for  a  long  time  together. 
J)r.  Williamson  alludes  to  an  epidemic  in  December, 
1799 — again  in  1802,  and  again  in  1810 — the  two  for- 
mer in  St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale,  the  latter  in  Spanish- 
Town  ;  all  these  appear  to  have  been  mild — so  much 
so  that  many  of  the  writers  onthe  diseases  of  the  West 
Indies  appear  to  think  that  the  negro  race  are  not  very 
susceptible  to  the  contagion  of  small  ])ox.  In  1830 
and  1831  a  very  severe  epidemic  occurred,  which  com- 
mitted sad  ravages  among  the  labouring  classes.- — 
Since  this  no  epidemic  has  taken  place. 

From  Dr.  Chamberlane's  testimony,  it  will  be  evi- 
dent that  vessels  have  frequently  arrived  with  this  dis- 
ease on  board,  and  that,  in  some  instances,  the  per- 
sons have  got  on  shore  and  mixed  with  others.  In 
1840  the  disease  attacked  several  persons  in  King- 
ston ;  they  were,  immediately  on  detection,  isolated 
T)y  orders  of  the  mayor,  and  the  disease  did  not 
spread. 

'  With  regard  to  the  epidemic  of  1830  and  1831,  it 
commenced  in  Kingston,  and  there  appears  to  l)e  no 
evidence  that  it  was  imported,  although  Dr.  Paul,  iu 
liis  account  of  the  epidemic,  thinks  it  might  have  been. 
At  this  present  time  the  disease  exists  in  the  parish 
*)f  Trelawny— an  account  ol'  whicli  has  already  been 
given  under  the  head  of  (juarantine.  The  diseas<^ 
kis  now  been  some  moiidis  [>resrnt,  but  has  not  ox~ 
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tciidcil  itseir  widely— owinjr,  doubt,  to  the  want 
ot'tliose  peculiar  circumstances  necessary  to  its  spread. 
Jts  contagion  exists,  and  it  prevails  within  a  circle  ; 
very  different  was  the  behaviour  ol  this  same  disease 
in  1830  and  18:31. 

The  remarks  of  Dr.  Gregory  on  this  subject  are  so 
pertinent  that  they  must  be  stated  : — "The  peculiar 
miasm,  or  morbid  matter  of  small  pox,  is  receivable 
into  the  human  body  in  three  modes— first,  by  the 
lungs,  through  the  medium  of  respiration— this  is 
called  the  mode  of  infection.  Secondly,  by  ap- 
plication of  the  matter  to  the  unbroken  surface  of  the 
skin  or  jnucous  membrane  of  the  nose,  &c.  This  is 
properly  denominated  contagion,  although  the  terms 
contagion  and  infection  are  generally  made  synony- 
mous. Tliirdly,  by  application  of  matter  to  the 
wounded  surface,  which  is  the  mode  of  inocculation." 

"  The  diffusion  of  small  pox  by  tlieair,  in  the  mode 
of  infection,  as  thus  detined,  presents  nrany  interest- 
ing peculiarities.  It  takes  place  much  more  energe- 
tically in  certain  states  of  the  air  than  in  others.  Oc- 
casionally the  atmosphere  appears  to  be  altogether 
incapable  of  disseminating  the  poison.  That  peculiar, 
or  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  epidemic  constitution  of 
the  air,  which  is  so  favorable  to  the  propogation  of 
small  pox,  is  not  all  nnderstood.  It  is  appreciable 
neither  by  the  thermon^eter,  hygrometer,  nor  the  ba- 
rometer. Small  pox  spreads  sometimes  in  a  dry  and 
warm,  sometimes  in  a  cold  and  moist  state  of  the  at- 
mospliere.  The  phenomena  may  probalily  depend 
upon  some  electrical  state  of  the  air,  which  has  hi- 
therto eluded  the  researches  of  philosophers,  but 
which  time  and  closer  observation  may,  perhaps, 
eventually  succeed  in  discovering." 

Connected  with  this  subject  is  that  of  vaccination. 
In  spite  of  all  the  ridicule  and  abuse  so  profusely  la- 
vished on  it,  even  from  the  pulpit,  vaccination  has 
triumphed.  If  it  is  not  a  decided  preventive  of  small 
pox,  it  at  any  rate  (if  we  study  the  history  of  small 
pox  previous  to  the  time  of  Jemier,)  i!«f  a  great  bless 
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iiig  to  nKiiikind.  As  one  instance  out  of  nunibei-s 
fliat  niii»lit  be  c  ited  to  prove  the  utility  of  vaccination, 
in  preventing"  small  pox,  the  following  extract  is  in- 
serted. From  the  government — "  Statistical  reports 
of  the  sickiiess,  mortality,  and  invaliding  among  her 
majesty's  troops  for  twenty  years,  viz. : — from  1617  to 
183()  inclusively.  We  learn  that  of  the  drajroon  re- 
giments  and  guards,  with  an  aggregate  strength  dur- 
ing that  period  of  forty  four  tliousand  six  hundred 
and  eleven  men,  and  a  total  mortality  of  six  hundred 
and  twentv-seven,  there  were  but  tln*ee  deaths  from 
small  pox.  Among  the  troops  at  (Gibraltar,  one 
death  only  from  small  pox  occurred,  the  aggregate 
.strength  being  sixty  thousand  two  hundred  and  six- 
ty-nine, and  tlie  whole  mortality  one  tliousand  two 
hundred  and  ninety-one. 

"In  the  West  Indies,  although  several  epidemics  of 
«mall  pox  had  ravaged  tlie  island  within  that  period, 
m>t  one  person  died  of  the  disease  among  the  British 
or  white  troops,  with  an  aggregate  strength  of  eighty- 
six  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-one,  and  a  total 
mortality  of  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tliree, 
Avhile  among  the  black  troo])s,  on  the  same  station, 
with  an  aggregate  strength  of  forty  thousand,  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-four,  and  a  mortality  of  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fortv-five,  there  was  not  even 
one  case  of  small  ])ox. 

"  At  Bermuila,  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Cape 
of  Good  Mope,  and  the  Mauritius,  uot  a  single  death 
from  small  pox  occurred  during  those  twenty  years, 
and  even  the  white  troops' of  Western  Africa  wholly 
escapied  this  disease,  which  was  carrying  oft"  hun- 
dredvS  of  the  black  unjfrotected  population." 

In  Malta,  from  18ia  to  18.30,  including  (a  period  of 
nineteen  vears,)  the  aggregate  strength  of  the  British 
troops  was  forty  thousand  eight  hundVed  and  twenty- 
six,  the  total  mortality,  six  hundred  and  sixty-live, 
and  (he  mortality  from"  small  pox,  two.  Yet  in  (he 
T€Nir  f830  and  1831,  small  po.x  raged  I  here  as  an  epi- 
demic and  destroyed  one  ihousaud  one  hundred  and 
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sixty-nine  porsons,  for  in  1830  there  died  of  smrdl 
pox"  one  thousand  and  forty-eioht,  the  total  mortali- 
ty being  three  thousand  fo^n*  Injndred  and  ^^ven, 
and  in  1831  there  were  one  hundred  and  twenty-one 
deaths  from  small  pox,  out  of  an  aggregate  mor- 
tality of  two  tliousand  Hve   hundred  and  eighty- 
three.    Again,  in  Ceylon,  three  epidemics  of  small 
pox  occurred  during  the  twenty  years  includf^d  in 
government  reports;  namely,  in  1819,  when  of  the 
natives  seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  took  the  disease,  and  two  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  died  ;  in  1830,  when  eight  hun- 
dred and  six  took  the  diseji^e  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  died  ;  and  in  1834,  when  four  hundred  and 
twentv-five  took  the  disease  and  ninetv-four  died — 
yet  in  the  same  islands,  during  the  very  same  period, 
there  were  among  the  white  troops,  with  a  total  mor- 
tality of  three  thousand,  four  deaths  from  small  pox» 
(out  of  eight  cases.)    Among  the  Malay  troops,  with 
a  total  mortality  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight, jiine 
deaths  from  small  pox.    Among  the  pioneer  corps 
with  a  total  mortality  of  six  hundred  and  forty-seven, 
one  death  from  small  pox ;  and  in  tlie  last  of  these 
epidemics,  Dr.  Kinnis  states,  that  not  one  instance 
of  the  disease  appeared  among  the  white  or  native 
troops.    Facts,  equally  conclusive,  are  to'be  fouii^d 
in  the  statistics  of  our  armies  in  India. 

Thus,  it  is  evident,  in  spite  of  all  arguments  to 
the  contrary,  that  vaccination  is  a  preventive  of  small 
j)Ox,  and  that  by  enforcing  vaccination  and  adopt- 
ing other  sanitary  measures,  this  disease  tna^,  in  time, 
be  driven  from  the  surface  of  the  glbbe. 

Connected  with  vaccination,  several  questions  of 
great  practical  moment  and  interest  present  them- 
selves. 

First.  Whether  the  protecting  influence  of  cow 
pox  upon  the  human  frame,  diminishes  by  lapse 
of  time,  and  at  length  wears  out? 
On  this  sul)ject  opinions  differ.    In  many  instances 
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t'vrry  atleinpt  ut  re-vaccination  has  failed  ;  in  otliers, 
liowever,  it  lias  appeared  to  lake  most  fully  ;  it  is 
evident  that  an  ohjection  may  here  Ix;  raised,  that  in 
the  latter  ca>j;e,  the  first  vaccination  was  a  failure.  Jt 
i«  still  an  unsettled  point,  whether  vaccination  renews 
or  adds  to  the  security  from  small  pox.    J)r.  Gregory 
says,  of  the  practice  of  re-vaccination,   "  We  have 
sufficient  facts  before  us  to  state,  with  confidence,  that 
it  need  never  to  be  reconunended  prior  to  the  tenth 
year  of  lile,  and  that  the  age  best  fitted  for  it  is  from 
the  period  of  puberty  to  that  of  conlirmed  manhood." 
Second.  Is  there  any  ground  for  supposing  that 
the  wiislied-for  (protection  ever  fails  to  be  con- 
ferred, because  the  operation  is  performed  too 
eai  ly  ? 

\Ve  know  the  usual  time  of  doing  it  is  in  early  in- 
fancy, while  the  child  is  at  the  breast.  This  is  a  pe- 
riod when  they  are  not  in  general  susceptible  of  con- 
tagious diseases. 

Third.  How  far  the  frecjuent  failure,  in  late 
years,  of  complete  protection  can  be  ascribed  to 
the  circumstance  tliat  the  vaccine  virus  has  been 
repeatedly  transmitted  from  one  human  being  to 
another,  and  its  supply  thus  kept  up  without  any 
fresh  recurrence  to  the  cow,  the  original  source 
of  the  disorder  ? 
To  this  Dr.  Watson  replies — The  analogy  of  other 
animal  poisons  supplies  no  warrant  for  such  a  belief. 
Fourth.  As  resjards  the  number  of  vesicles  and 
the  degree  of  constitutional  disturbances  w  l)ich 
are  requisite  to  ensure  and  prolong  the  protec- 
tive jjower  of  vaccination? 
To  this  Dr.  Watson  replies — The  constitutional  ef- 
fect will  bear  some  proportion  to  the  number  of  vesi- 
cles, and  of  these  it  would  seem,  there  should  he  se- 
veral, and  one  or  two  of  them  at  least  should  be  suf- 
fered to  pursue  their  entire  course  untouched. 

Fifth.  What  are  the  comparative  merits  and 
advantages  of  inocculation  and  vaccination!- 
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On  this  point  there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  one  re- 
Cj II ires  iei^islative  interference  to  punish  those  that; 
practice  it,  while  tlie  oth.er  requires  to  be  enforced. 

Among-  the  population  of  Jamaica,  comparatively 
few  have  been  vaccinated,  this  cannot  be  attributed 
to  any  prejudice  to,  or  dislike  of,  the  operation,  but 
arises^  from  apathy.  An  habitual  want  of  prevoyanco 
of  character,  added  to  an  unwillingness  to  take  the 
necessary  trouble.  Among  the  lower  classes,  if  they 
can  be  persuaded  to  have  their  child  vaccinated,  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  get  them  to  bring  it  back,  so  as 
to  be  able  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  it  has  properly 
taken. 

In  this  climate,  during  the  w^arm  months,  vaccina- 
tion with  lymph  from  England  and  America,  often 
tails,  especially  in  the  plains.  It  has  been  well  ascer- 
tained that  a  temperature  of  95o  destroys  its  efficacy. 
If  practicable,  it  would  be  a  great  boon  to  the  island, 
especially  to  those  arriving  on  board  vessels  with 
small  pox,  and  who  have  not  been  vaccinated,  if  a 
vaccine  establishment  could  be  formed  and  regularly 
kept  up  in  St.  Ann's,  or  one  of  the  cooler  districts  of 
this  island.  Experiments  also  to  ascertain  the  expe- 
diency of  obtaining  a  fresh  supply  from  the  cow,  are 
very  desirable. 

Scarlet  fever  occurs  occasionally  in  this  island, 
both  in  a  sporadic  and  epidemic  form.  Formerly  it 
appears  to  have  prevailed  very  commonly.  In  the  re-r 
gister  of  St.  Catherine's  putrid  sore  throat  con- 
stantly occurs  as  a  cause  of  death,  and  Dr.  William- 
son, in  Ids  v/ork,  mentions  several  cases  of  cynanche 
maligna;^  as  occurring  in  his  practice  at  difl'crent  pe- 
riods ;  there  appears,  however,  to  have  occurred  a 
long  interval,  during  wdiich  the  disease  did  not  make- 
its  ap[)earance,  at  any  rate,  in  an  epidemic  form. 

hi  iMay,  1841,  the  tirst  case  of  an  epidemic  ap- 
peared in  Spanish  Town  ;  from  thence,  it  soon  spread 
over  the  whole  island,  and  raged  with  great  severity 
and  mortality  among  all  classes.  Since  this,  occa- 
»i<Mi;d  and  sporadic  cases  are  stated  to  have  occurred^ 
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especially  in  Kingston,  and  some  of  them  very  lately. 
Such  cases  are  detailed  by  Dr.  Chamberlane,  Dr. 
Magrath,  junior,  and  Dr.  M'JNab. 

In  the  parish  register  of  St.  Catherine,  the  follow- 
ing cases  of  putrid  sore  throat  are  entered  ;  as  also 
the  following,  under  the  h<^ad  sore  throat,  as  occur- 
ring between  the  years  1774  and  1808 


Putrid  sore  throats. 

bore  throats. 

1775  . 

.  1 

1780     .  . 

1 

1778  . 

.  1 

1781    .  . 

1 

1780  . 

.  2 

1783    .  . 

1 

1781  . 

.  14 

1784    .  . 

2 

1782  . 

.  1 

1785    .  . 

1 

1784  . 

.  2 

1793    .  . 

2 

1791  . 

.  1 

1794    .  . 

1 

1792  . 

.  10 

1795  . 

1 

1793  . 

.  8 

1800    .  . 

16 

1795 

.  1 

1801     .  . 

9 

1800 

.  4 

1802    .  . 

4 

1801  . 

.  12 

1807    .  . 

1 

Chicken  pox,  or  varicella,  is  a  disease  that  occasion- 
ally makes  its  appearance  more  or  less  in  an  epidemic 
form,  it  is  generally  very  mild. 

Dr. Thomson  states,  "as an  epidemic, it  occurs  often 
in  this  island,  particularly  in  tracks  of  continued  hot 
dry  weather.  1  have  seen  two  cases  terminate  fatal- 
ly. In  one,  the  eruption  was  confined  to  the  head 
and  neck,  and  from  cold,  being  suddenly  repelled, 
the  patient  died  delirious  ;  fluid  was  found  in  the 
ventricles  of  the  brain.  There  are  two  species,  the 
pustular  and  lymphatic.  In  severe  cases  of  the  first, 
matter  is  formed,  and  the  mark  left  in  the  skin  is  in 
the  form  of  a  small  line  ;  a  distinguishing  character 
from  the  cicatrix  of  small  pox,  which  is  of  an  oval 
lb  rm." 

This  disease  has  long  been  supposed  to  be  connect- 
ed with  or  allied  to  small  pox.  In  fact,  the  two  dis- 
eases have  been  supposed  to  have  one  common  ori- 
gin. This  opinion  is  a  very  old  one,  but  was  revived 
borne  few  years  past  by  Dr.  John  Tliomsun. 
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Hoopino-  c()u»ii,  or  chin  cough  is  a  disease  which 
)ccasioMuiiy  prevails  at  times  epidemically.  It  does 
lot  however  seem  to  be  of  frequent  occurrence  in 
famaica,  nor  is  it  very  fatal.  Two  or  three  epidemics 
)f  it  have  occurred  during  the  last  fifteen  years  ;  ge- 
lerally  speaking  it  seems  a  mild  diease. 

Instances  have  l)een  known  of  individuals  going 
hrough  an  attack  at  the  age  of  eighty  years  or  there- 
djouts. 

In  tlie  parish  register  of  St.  Catherine  the  follow- 
ug  cases  of  hooping  cough  are  recorded  as  having 
proved  fatal  during  the  following  years  : 

1781  .    .  1  1799  .    .  1 

1785  .    .  I  1804  ..  1 

1786  ,  .  I  180.5  ..  2 
1798  ..  I  1806  .     .  I 

Fn  1839  th(;re  w  as  a  smart  epidemic  of  it. 

Mumps  occasionally  occur  as  an  epidemic,  ih^y 
have  lately  been  very  common,  and  in  fact  are  now 
prevalent  in  many  parts  of  the  island.  In  Spanish- 
Town,  in  several  instances,  the  disease  has  been  very 
severe,  and  in  a  few^  cases  there  has  occurred  a  me- 
tastasis to  the  testicles.  Something  of  a  similar  kind 
appears  to  have  been  epidemic  among  horses,  but  in 
these  cases  suppuration  has  almost  invariably  occur- 
ed.    This  disease  is  said  to  affect  cats. 

Influenza  is  a  disease  which  has  at  times  been  pre- 
valent in  Jamaica  ;  of  all  epidemic  diseases  it  is  the 
most  universal  in  its  range.  Its  history  is  very  inter- 
esting, but  a  consideration  of  it  would  occupy  too 
much  room  in  an  article  of  this  general  description. 

13r.  Williamson  states  that  it  prevailed  in  Jamaica, 
in  1802.  It  will  be  observed  that  in  1803,  this  dis- 
ease was  noticed  as  visiting  Europe,  Africa,  and 
Asia.  Writing  of  the  epidemic  in  this  island,  he  states, 
"In  Kingston,  Port- Royal,  and  extending  to  the  in- 
terior, an  epidemic  catarrh  made  its  appearance  simi- 
lar to  the  influenza,  which  extended  over  a  great  part 
of  Europe  some  years  before,  and,  on  former  occa- 
sions, wherein  its  epidemic  character  was  unequivo- 
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cally  mnrkod.  "    The  same  author  has  writtcMi  an  es- 
say on  this  disease  under  the  title  endcmiea  catarrha- 
lis  pneumonia,  which  prevailed  in  Jamaica,  in  180-2. 
In  this,  he  gives  the  history  of  the  epidemic,  and 
erves,  "  In  January  the  weather  was  exceedinj^ly 
and  sometimes  rainy.    In  February  cold  norths 
iiued,  but  little  rain, 
hermometer  as  low  as  fifty-four  degrees.  In 
iViarch  warmer,  but  north  winds  prevailed,  and  it 
may  be  observed,  that  in  this  month  an  epidemic  dis- 
ease appeared  among  horned  cattle  of  a  destructive 
nature. 

"In  April  the  first  appearances  of  an  epidemic  in 
man  was  discovered.  This  epidemic  appears  to  have 
proved  very  fatal,  especially  to  the  negroes." 

He  also  describes  another  epidemic  oi  this  disease, 
which  occurred  lOth  December,  1807,  which  was  also 
ver\  fatal. 

i)r.  Dancer  tells  us  that  this  same  disease  prevail- 
ed in  1789  through  North  and  South  America,  and  in 
the  Vi  est  India  islands. 

In  the  parish  registe  r  of  Saint  Catherine,  for  this 
vear,  there  are  five  deaths  recorded. 

riie  most  singular  feature  in  the  history  of  this  dis- 
ease is  its  apparent  connection  with  morbid  affections 
of  the  mucous  surface  of  the  stomach  and  intestines, 
as  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  and  cholera. 

This  has  long  been  observed  ;  and,  in  late  years  more 
especially  ;  tlse  trutii  of  this  observation  as  regards 
cholera  has  been  verified. 

y/e  ourselves  have  lately  seen  it  treading  on  the 
steps  of  cholera. 

'  In  the  recent  epidemic  it  has  visited  several  of  the 
other  Antilles,  even  those  which  have  as  yet  escaped 
:holera. 

Some  years  past,  in  1827,  this  island,  together  with 
1:6  others  in  the  Caribbean  sea,  were  visited  with  a 
irver  of  a  rheumatic  type,  lermed  the  dandy  fever; 
:;t  was  very  general,  but  not  fatal.    The  so  called 
dandy  has  been  variously  described  by  different  au- 
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thors  — thus  it  lias  breii  termed  feliris  exantheinal ie:i 
(irtieiilaris  ;  exuntliesis  arllirosia  ;  ))lantana  ;  dengaie; 
demga  ;  lelM'is  pecuiiaris  epidemica  ;  giraffe  ;  bouquet  ; 
dandy  ;  eruptive-  articular  fever  ;  epidemic  eruptive 
rheumatism  ;  Cock  calls  it  epideuiic  anomoh)us  dis- 
ease ;  Stedman,  peculiar  epidemic  fever.  Dr.  Cop- 
land, in  his  work  entitled  a  Dictionary  of  [^radical 
Medicine,  thus  describes  it  under  the  head  of  scarla- 
tina rheujnatica  : — "  Severe  pain  commencing'  sud- 
denly in  the  small  joints,  followed  b)^  local  swellings 
and  chilliness,  or  sliiverings  ;  to  these  succeed  heat  of 
skin,  intense  pain  in  the  head  and  eye  btdls,  which 
soon  become  general  ;  and  on  the  third  or  fourth  day 
a  scarlet  cMlorescence  appears  on  the  palms  of  the 
hands,  spreads  rapidly  over  the  l>ody,  and  continues 
two  or  three  days,  after  which  the  symptoms  subside  ; 
the  mahidy  being  infectious  and  epidemic." 

Whenever  it  has  occurred  it  has  prevailed  almost 
nniversally — few  persons  luiving  been  exempt  from  it. 
The  tirst  account  of  its  existence  was  brought  from 
lAangoon,  in  the  East  Indies,  in  May,  I8t>4,  and  it 
appeared  in  Calcutta  in  June.  It  extended  in  various 
directions  to  the  different  presidencies,  ^fhe  disease 
made  its  appearance  in  the  island  of  St.  Tljomas,  iu 
the  West-Indies,  in  September,  1827,  and  soon  ex- 
tended to  the  rest  of  these  islands,  and  to  the  south- 
ern states  of  America.  Dr.  Stedman,  who  practised 
in  the  island  of  St.  Thomas,  and  Dr.  Dickson,  of 
Charleston,  have  given  good  descriptions  of  it.  The 
former  states,  that  of  a  population  of  twelve  thojisand, 
in  the  principal  town  of  St.  Thomas,  scarcely  one  es- 
caped. It  appeared  so  suddenly,  and  spread  so  ra- 
pidly as  to  have  caused  great  alarm,  but  it  soon  was 
discovered  that  although  a  most  painful,  it  was  not  a 
dangerous  malady,  yet  it  often  left  much  suffering, 
and  even  disease,  after  the  decline  of  the  more  severe 
symptoms.  Dr.  Stedman  remarks  that  the  negroes 
were  much  less  severely  attacked  than  the  white  in- 
habitants, and  yet  the  only  three  fatal  cases  which 
4>Qcurred  in  the  island  were  ne^jroes.    Very  young 
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rliildren  were  liaMe  to  the  disease,  even  from  a  few 
(lays  after  birtli ;  some  were  supposed  to  be  horn  with 
il  .  In  these  the  skin  was  of  a  scarlet  red,  and  the 
tf)ngue  and  lips  smooth  and  fiery.  In  the  Charles- 
ton Medical  Journal  and  Review,  for  the  present 
year,  are  two  valuable  contributions,  one  in  the 
March  number,  by  Dr.  W.T.  Wragg,  entitled  Histo- 
ry of  the  break- bone  fever,  an  epidemic  which  pre- 
vailed in  Charleston  in  the  summer  of  18.50;  the 
other  published  in  May,  by  Dr.  R.  D.  Arnold,  of 
Savannah,  on  the  Denjine  or  break-bone  fever,  as  it 
appeared  in  Savannah  in  the  summer  and  fall  of 
J8.*)0. 

In  Charleston,  about  the  end  of  July,  and  the  be- 
gining  of  August,  18/S(),  break-bone  fever  began  to 
prevail  epidemically,  and  the  first  case  seen  in  Sa- 
vannah by  Dr.  Arnold,  broke  out  on  the  28th  Au- 
gust. In  Charleston  up  to  the  1.5th  or  20th  Septem- 
ber, it  raged  in  an  epidemic  form  ;  persons  of  all  ages 
and  conditions  were  aflected  ;  but  there  were  very 
few  fatal  cases,  although  the  disease  is  estimated  to 
have  attacked  seven  or  eight  tenths  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Charleston.  For  an  excellent  abstract  of  the 
abuse,  we  are  indebted  to  the  London  Journal  of 
Medicine,  No.  xxxiv.  1851. 

Erisypelas,  at  times,  shews  a  tendency  to  spread 
within  a  limited  distance,  and  has  occasionally  done 
so  in  this  island.  In  such  cases  there  will  generally 
be  found  to  exist  want  of  cleanliness  and  due  venti- 
lation. 

The  last  disease,  which  it  seems  necessary  to  men- 
tion here,  is  the  one  which  has  so  recently  occurred, 
and  which  is  now  even  lingering  on  our  shores.  A 
history  of  it  will,  no  doubt,  be  published  by  Dr.  Mil- 
roy,  who  was  sent  out  by  the  British  government. — 
It  is  now  fresh  in  the  mind  of  us  all — the  fearful  and 
terrible  scenes  then  witnessed,  can  surely  never  be 
effaced  from  the  memory. 

The  effects  of  the  disease  were  appalling,  but  the 
roost  awful  part  of  the  whole,  was  the  display  of  the 
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worst  feelings  that  can  enianate  from  the  human 
breast — feelings  engemlered  by  selfishness,  and  nur- 
tured bv  ignorance. 

To  sucli  a  frightful  extent  did  this  exist,  that  hour- 
ly cases  occurred  of  father  deserting  the  son- -the 
mother,  the  daughter— the  wife,  the  husband  ;  all  so- 
cial ties,  all  bonds  of  friendship  and  duty  severed  ; 
the  sick,  in  many  instances,  left  to  endure  their  mor- 
tal struggles  without  aid  ;  the  dead  to  swelter  under 
a  tropical  sun,  pouring  forth  seeds  of  disease,  conta- 
minating an  already  affected  atmosphere,  and  prov- 
ing far  more  destructive  than  the  dreaded  contagion. 
This  ill-timed  panic,  this  offspring  of  prejudice,  in 
many  instances,  placed  man  on  a  lower  scale  than  the 
very  animals.  Seldom,  if  ever,  will  the  brute- beast 
that  perisheth  desert  her  young ;  seldom  the  male 
the  mate,  even  in  the  face  of  immediate  and  impend- 
ing danger. 

The  annals  of  no  country  can  shew  greater  horrors, 
or  disclose  more  demon-like  behaviour,  than  it  was 
our  sad  lot  to  witness  ;  and  why  all  this  suffering, 
all  this  misery  ?  On  looking  back  to  that  dreadful 
time,  on  calmly  re-considering  all  the  circumstances 
preceding  and  accompanying  tfie  outbreak  and  pro- 
gress of  the  disease,  it  must  be  evident  to  every  im- 
partial observer,  that  all  the  harbingers  of  an  epide- 
mic had  ushered  it  in.  Its  sudden  violence,  lasting 
in  almost  each  place  for  a  similar  period,  could  not 
be  accounted  for  by  the  laws  of  contagion.  Its  origin, 
jts  selection  of  places,  its  rejection  of  others,  its  at- 
tacking certain  classes,  its  re-appearing  after  long 
cessation  in  the  same  place,  all  and  each  are  inexpli- 
cable by  the  spread  of  contagion  or  infection  alone. 
In  the  words  of  Dr.  Mosely,  *'  There  are  no  epidemic 
or  contagious  diseases  that  attack  every  person  who 
breathes  the  same  air,  or  that  is  in  contact  with  the 
infected,  else  whole  regions  would  be  entirely  depo- 
pulated. The  habit  must  be  graduated  or  adopted 
to  the  reception  of  a  disease.  Jn  some  constitutions 
of  body  the  access  is  easy,  in  some  difficult,  and  in 
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ol hers  imj)<)s.-:il)le.  But  Avhere  the  revelation  of  the 
lijystery  is  to  be  found,  no  one  can  tell."  It  is  indeed 
u  mystery,  and  ever  will  be  so  to  those  who  attenij)t 
to  account  lor  epidemic  diseases  by  contagion  alone. 
M'hatever  the  cause  may  be  we  know  not,  but  we  feel 
the  eH'e-t  ts,  and  experience  tells  us  that  we  can  relieve, 
"vve  can  prevent  tliem  by  certain  measures,  calculated 
to  benelit  all  within  their  sphere,  both  physically  and 
morally.  It  would  have  been  desirable  here  to  have 
appended,  at  least,  a  short  distinct  statement  of  this 
e|)i(lemic,  but  unfortunately  the  material  does  not  ex- 
ist. Beyond  the  farts  which  came  under  one's  ])er- 
sonal  observation,  all  is  uncertainty.  No  oliicial  re- 
cords  exist ;  and  to  judge  from  present  appearances, 
there  is  little  tloubt  that  ere  a  very  short  time  has 
passed,  Jamaica  will  be,  as  if  cholera  had  never  been. 
Toml)s,  tlie  only  now  apparent  marks  of  such  a  fear- 
ful visitation,  will  be  level  then.  Even  now  the  peo- 
ple are  returning  to  their  old  habits,- to  their  dirty 
ways.  Our  streets  are  teeming  with  putrid  efliuvia, 
the  dog  is  returning  to  his  vomit,  and  the  hog  to  his 
M'allow.  Truly  then  does  it  become  tlie  legislature 
to  bestir  itself,  to  adopt  what  we  have  been  assured 
by  tlie  ex()erience  of  more  enligiitened  countries,  is 
an  antidote  to  all  our  w^ants,  to  all  our  evils.  Froni 
personal  experience,  the  members  of  this  Board  most 
willingly  subscribe  to  the  following  statement,  as  set 
forth  by  the  General  Board  of  Health  of  Enghmd  in 
their  first  notitication,  in  respect  to  the  "  Nuisances, 
removal,  and  contagious  diseases  prevention  act." — 
"The  extent,  uniform  tenor,  and  undoubted  authority 
of  the  evidence  obtained  from  observers  of  all  classes 
in  different  countries  and  climates,  and  amidst  all 
varieties  of  the  physical,  political,  and  social  condi- 
tions of  the  people,  ai)pear  to  discredit  the  once  pre- 
valent notion  that  cliolera  is  in  itself  contagious  ;  an 
opinion  which  is  fallacious,  nnist  be  mischievous, 
smce  it  diverts  attention  from  the  true  soin'ce  of 
danger,  and  the  real  means  of  protection,  and  fi\«^s 
on  those  which  are  imaginary  ;  creates  panic,  tends 
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0  thenoo-lect  and  abandonment  of  the  sick,  occasions 
Teat  expence  for  what  is  worse  than  useless,  and 
withdraws  attention  from  that  brief,  but  important  in'- 
erval  bet\A  een  the  commencement  and  the  develope- 
nent  of  the  disease,  during  which  remedial  measures 
ue  most  effective  in  its  cure.  Although  it  is  so  far  true 
hat  certain  conditions  may  favour  its  spread  from 
person  to  person,  as  when  great  numbers  of  the  sick 
ire  crowded  together  in  close  unventilated  rooms, 
yet,  this  is  not  to  be  considered  as  affecting  the  gene- 
ral principle  of  its  non-contagious  nature,  nor  are 
such  conditions  likely  to  occur  in  this  country. — 
iVIoreover  the  preventive  measures  founded  on  the 
theory  of  contagion,  namely,  internal  quarantine  re- 
:»Ldations,  sanitary  cordons,  and  the  isolation  of  the 
sick,  on  which  formerly  the  strongest  reliance  was 
placed,  have  been  recently  abandoned  in  all  countries 
where  cholera  has  appeared,  from  the  general  experi- 
ence of  their  inefficiency.  The  experience  of  the  Board 
fully  bears  out  the  following  :— "  The  proved  identity 
of  causes  which  promote  the  origin  and  spread  of  epi- 
demic diseases  in  general,  with  those  that  favour  the 
introduction  and  spread  of  Asiatic  cholera,  appear  to 
indicate  the  true  measures  of  precaution  and  preven- 
tion against  a  pestilence.    The  chief  pre-disposing 
causes  of  every  epidemic,  and  especially  of  cholera, 
are  dnmp,  moisture,  filth,  animal  and  vegetable  matter, 
in  a  state  of  decomposition,  and,  in  general,  whatever 
produces  atmospheric  impurity,  all  of  which  have  the 
effect  of  lowering  the  health  and  vigour  of  the  system, 
and  of  increasing  the  susceptibility  to  disease,  parti- 
cularly among  the  young,  the  aged,  and  the  feeble." 
The  attacks  of  cholera  are  uniformly  found  to  be 
most  frequent  and  violent  in  low-lying  districts,  on 
the  banks  of  rivers,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  sewer- 
mouths,  and  wherever  there  are  large  collections  of 
refuse,  particularly  amidst  human  dwellings.  The 
following  extract  irom  the  Fourth  Notification,  pub- 
lished, June  nth,  1849,  exactly  tallies  with  the  ex- 
perience of  this  Board.    Recent  e  periencc  has  fully 
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confirmed  the  evidence  previously  adduced  liiat  llie 
•localities  of  this  disease,  and  the*  localities  of  other 
epidemics,  are  the  same  ;  not  a  sini»le  instance  havini:,- 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Board,  of  tiie  spread  of 
this  scourge  in  groups  in  any  other  tlian  the  ordinary 
seats  of  zymotic  diseases,  those  seats  being  univer- 
sally marked  by  the  existence  of  filth,  bad  ventila- 
tion, overcrowding  and  other  local  causes  of  atmos- 
pheric impurity.  This  is  so  certain  and  constant,  as 
to  afford  stronger  grounds  than  ever  for  the  pre- 
sumption of  culpable  ignorance  and  neglect,  when- 
ever successive  causes  continue  to  occur  in  any  lo- 
cality, or  whenever  the  disease  widely  spreads 
through  a  court,  street,  or  district.  Some  have  at- 
tempted to  persuade  others,  and  themselves  too,  as  a 
h<x\m  to  their  consciences  for  doubting,  or  affecting  to 
doubt,  the  result  of  the  mature  and  repeated  experi- 
ence of  others,  most  capable  of  judging,  that  although 
this  disease  may  not  be  contagious  in  those  coinitries 
Avhich  have  been  described,  still  that  it  may  be  in 
this,  an  argument  which,  on  the  face  of  it,  carries  ab- 
surdity, and  is  opposed  by  all  anology.  The  main- 
tainers  of  this  doctrine,  however,  in  many  instances, 
had  expressed  their  opinion  ere  they  waited  to  form 
a  judgment  from  personal  experience. 

The  opinion  that  emanations,  arising  from  animal 
substances  or  excretions,  are  not  injurious  to  the  hu- 
man  frame  was  formerly  maintained.  This  opinion 
has  been  upheld  by  men  of  high  celebrity,  and  has 
been  at  various  periods  supported  by  reference  to 
certain  trades  ;  in  this  way,  facts  have  been  adduced 
in  proof  of  this  opinion.  The  majority  of  which, 
however,  may  be  ranked  in  that  class  commonly 
known  as  false  facts.  'J'he  more  prevalent  idea  of 
the  present  day  is  opposed  to  tins.  Experience  in 
the  more  recent  epiclemics  has  fully  established  the 
fact  that  such  effluvia  are  injurious  ;  that  where  they 
exist,  disease  is  present,  and  where  they  abound, 
death  is  the  result;  facts,  as  Dr.  James  Johnson  re- 
marks, too  stubborn  to  be  swept  away  by  the  brush 


and  Could gious  Discuses.  VT^ 

>rsoi)histrv.    The^e  remarks  are  conlirmed  by  innu- 
merable  in5;t:ince.s  which    may  be    f'oimd  scattered 
hroui,Hiout  the  various  reports  on  the  recent  epide-^ 
iiics. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  emanations  thrown 
)fftVom  the  living'body,  whether  in  a  state  of  health 
)r  disease,  are  limited^  to  a  very  narrow  sphere,  that^ 
:hey  mix  with  the  circumambient  air  as  a  drop  of 
vater  with  the  waters  of  the  ocean;  fortunate  for  us' 
t  is  so,  else  we  should  live  only  in  solitude  ;  by  our 
presence   we   should  poison  each    other;   the  first 
svinptoms  of  illness  would  be  the  signal  for  the  aban- 
ionment  of  the  sick,  and  we  should  be  compelled, 
l:>y  a  due  regard  to  self  preservation,  to  withhold  fronr 
jersons  allbcted  with  disease  every  kind  and  de- 
cree of  assistance  that  re(|uired  personal  attendance. 

])r.  Copland  says,  "  Emanations  from  animal  mat- 
tt'rs  (unmixed  with  vegetable)  the  air  being  in  other 
respects  nncontaminated  or  frequently  renewed,  are 
s^eldom  productive  of  any  serions  maladies.  But 
svhenthey  burst  forth  suddenly,  in  a  close  and  moist 
lir,  the  effects  are  sometimes  very  pernicious."  It 
l»as  been  recorded  that  fevers  of  a  very  malignant  kind 
bave  attacked  persons  who  have  opened  a  grave  and 
j'xposed  the  body  whilst  undergoing  decomposi- 
tion, the  effluvia  having  instantly  produced  a  sensible 
iiirtuence  u[)on  the  frame.  Several  lives  have  been  of' 
late  vears  lost  from  the  crowded  state  of  the  burial 
grounds  of  London.  A  deep  grave  is  dug,  and  this 
is  ke()t  open  to  be  piled  with  coffins  nntil  filled.  Per- 
!Jons  venturing  into  these  graves  are  immediately  suf- 
focated. A  volume  has  been  written  on  grave  yards 
by  a  surgeon,  iMr.  Walker,  in  which,  cases  without 
number  are  given,  in  which  life  at  least  was  jeopar- 
flized  by  exposure  to  such  emanations.  Disclosures- 
Axv.  made  of  the  fearful  state  of  the  London  church 
yards,  and  of  the  wicked  and  brutal  practices  of  those' 
cntrustcil  with  the  burial  of  the  (b-ad.  Descriptions 
whicli  harrow  the  very  soul,  and  till  the  mind  with 
dis;^ijst  and  v,  ondcr,  that  such  things  should  be  in  the ' 
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very  heart  of  the  most  enlightened  nation  of  the  day. 
The  effects  ofair,  accumulated  in  sewers,  privies,  and 
drains,  have  over  and  over  again  proved  deleterious, 
and  engendered  or  impelled  the  spread  of  epidemic 
diseases.  It  would  be  out  of  place  here  to  notice 
these  cases  ;  they  are  to  be  met  with  in  all  medical 
works.  The  annals  of  all  countries  tell  us  of  the  fear- 
ful fevers  and  plagues  which  are  frequently  the  se- 
quels of  great  battles,  earthquakes,  and  other  causes 
of  great  and  sudden  mortality.  No  practical  anato- 
mist is  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  the  air  of  the  dissect- 
ing room  is  a  frequent  cause  of  diarrhoea.  Enquire 
of  the  horse  racer  and  other  persons  who  tend  upon 
animals,  whether  these  suffer  from  neiirlect  of  cleanli- 
ness.  Mr.  Toynbee  has  performed  a  number  of  ex- 
periments upon  rabbits  and  other  smaller  animals,  to 
prove  the  effect  of  want  of  ventilation,  and  light,  and 
cleanliness,  in  inducing  constitutional  diseases,  such 
as  the  deposition  of  tubercles.  The  tendency  of  pu- 
trefaction to  impart  deleterious  qualities  to  animal 
matters,  originally  wholesome,  has  been  long  known, 
and  is  quite  unequivocal.  Thus  Dr.  Christison 
observes,  "  To  those  who  are  not  accustomed  to  the 
use  of  tainted  meat,  the  mere  commencement  of  de- 
cay is  sufhcient  to  render  meat  insupportable  and 
obnoxious."  That  habit  will  enable  the  stomach,  and 
svstem,  to  bear  a  vast  deal,  is  evident,  when  we 
iind  epicures  devouring  half  putrid  substances  under 
the  title  of  "  game,"  and  some  nations  revelling  on  the 
putrid  carcasses  of  fish,  and  other  animals,  as  their 
choicest  food.  Again,  we  have  dead  animal  bodies, 
engendering  poisons,  which  do  not  produce  peculiar 
and  specific  diseases,  but  merely  inflammation,  thus 
in  over- driven  cattle,  no  peculiarity  is  discoveral)le 
in  the  solids  or  fluids  ;  to  quote  the  observations  of 
Moraud,  "  the  flesh  of  such  animals  is  wholesome 
enough  when  cooked  and  eaten,  but  if  the  blood,  or 
raw  riesh,  be  applied  tp  a  wound  or  scratch,  nay, 
-f'ven  sometimes  to  the  unbroken  skin,  a  dangerous 
and   often  lalal   inilammalion  i^^   excited,  wljicli  at 
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limes  difters  little  from  difl'iise  cellular  infkmiimtion, 
and  at  other  times  consists  of  a  general  eruption  of 
gangrenous  boils,  tlie  "  pustules  malignes"  of  the 
French  " 

Dr.  Christison  observes  "  the  deleterious  effects 
occasionally  observed  to  arise  from  offal,  are  proba- 
bly analogous  in  their   nature  and  their   cause. — ■ 
*'  Mr.  Brodie  has  lately  made  some  remarks,  which 
tend  to  shew  that  the  application  of  various  kinds  of 
offal  to  wounds,  and  especially  wounds  of  the  fin- 
gers, with  spicula  of  bones  from  the  hare,  may  cause 
an  obstinate  chronic  erysipelas  of  the  hand/'  Of  this 
kind  also,  are  dissection  wounds,  by  which  members 
of  the  medical  profession  are  annually  cut  off'.  The 
subject  is  an  interesting  one.    Putrid  animal  matter, 
when  injected  into  the   veins  of  healthy  animals, 
proves  equally  fatal  ;  and  from  the  experiments  of 
Gaspard  and  Magendie,  together  with  the  more  re- 
cent researches  of  M.  M.  Leuret,  and  Hamont,  the 
disease  induced  seems  to  resemble  closely  the  typhus 
fever  of  man." 

Magendie  observed  similar  efiiects,  when  dogs  were 
confined  over  vessels  in  which  animal  matter  was  de- 
caying, so  that  they  were  obliged  to  breathe  the  ex- 
halations.   The  real  point  of  difference  on  this  sub- 
ject appears  to  be,  whether  putrid  effluvia  can  really 
engender  fever  in  men;  it  appears  from  testimony, 
that  under  certain  circumstances,  they  can,  such  as  a 
want  of  ventilatio^,  &c.,  and  no  one  can  doubt  that 
their  presence  must  deteriorate  the  atmosphere  and 
disorder  the  living  functions,  so  that  it  must  act 
as  a  predisposing  cause  to  disease,  to  say  the  least 
of  it.    That  a  person  Avho  is  by  habit  exposed  to 
a  putrid  atmosphere   may  come   to  tolerate  it,  is 
undoubted,  daily  experience  proves  it;  thus  at  the 
great  nackery  of  Mont-Fau<^on,  which  has  existed 
dose  to  the  walls  of  Paris  for  seveml  centuries,  is  an 
<?nclosure  of  many  acres,  where  the  contents  of  the  ne- 
cessaries of  the  city  are  collected  in  enormous  pits, 
and  where  horses,  dogs,  and  cats  are  flayed  to  the 
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ariKujiir.  of  forty  or  tliousand  annually.  The  fal 
is  melted  I'or  biovv-pipii  lam})s ;  the  bones  are,  in  a 
threat  measure,  burnt  on  the  j)reniises  for  fuel  ;  the  in- 
testines are  made  into  coarse  gut  for  machinery  ;  the 
flesli,  blood,  and  garbaj^e  are  heaped  to  putrify  for 
manure,  aiid  in  summer  a  bed  of  compost  is  spread  to 
breed  maggots  for  feeding-  [)0ultry.  There  is  no  drain. 
Description  cannot  convey  an  idea  of  the  stench  thence 
tixhaled.  The  committee  of  the  board  of  healtii,  ap- 
])ointed  to  make  enquiries  into  the  best  mode  of  abat- 
ing- the  nuisance,  in  vain  attempted  to  penetrate  into 
the  place,  and  yet  Parent  Du  Chatilet  makes  out 
that  this  teaiful  concentration  of  all  that  is  horrid,  ''is 
not  merely  not  injurious  to  tlie  health  of  the  men  and 
animals  employed  in  and  about  it»  but  actually  even 
j>reserves  them  iVom  epidemic  or  epizootic  diseases." 
is  this  credible  ?  or  can  it  be  possil:)le  that  no  injury 
is  produced  by  the  following  mode  of  burial  practised 
in  Rome,  and  detailed  bv  Mr,  Lvman  "  Tiie 
poor,  and  all  Avho  die  in  charitable  establishments, 
are  thrown  into  pits  naked  and  without  coffins. 
1  went  to  see  three  pits  in  a  small  cloister  be- 
hind the  church  of  the  hospital,  at  the  head  of  the 
corso,  near  the  piazza  del  l^opolo,  tiie  most  crowded 
and  populous  street  of  all  Rome  ;  this  was  on  the  2d 
of  January,  one  of  the  coldest  days,  with  the  clearest 
atmos{)here,  during  the  Avhule  year.  IV'evertheless 
Avhen  the  flat  stones  that  covered  the  ])it,  just  four- 
teen inches  square,  were  removed,  the  putrid  va- 
pour arose  so  instantaneously  and  in  such  thick 
fumes,  that  even  the  attendants  moved  towards 
the  door  of  the  cloister  till  the  iirst  and  most  pesti- 
ferous exhalations  should  liave  passed.  In  the  first 
pit  there  had  been  no  dei)osits  since  the  French  re- 
volution, and  it  then  contained  only  a  small  quantity 
of  bones,  green,  moist,  and  mostly  decayed.  In  the 
second,  in  which  there  had  been  no  burials  for  seven 
months,  there  was  a  great  mass  of  putrid  flesh,  but 
not  a  body  or  limi),  or  any  form  or  shape  w  hatever 
could  be  discerned  ;  an  accumulation  of  one  hundred' 
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and  twenty  two  bodies  rotlinp:,  nlcerated,  marked 
with  white  hhieish  spots,  and  streaks  of  black. — 
As  the  putrid  air  gradually  escaped,  a  faint  sound 
could  be  heard,  and  the  mass  of  corruption  was  ob- 
served to  sink  down  deej)er  in  the  pit.  In  the  last 
pit,  they  were  then  burying  a  wretched  emaciated 
body  that  had  been  thrown  in  that  morning.  It  was  ly- 
ing across  the  pit,  with  the  top  of  its  head  cut  off  by 
the  surgeons,  and  the  eyelids  hanging  back  in  a 
i'rightful  manner  ;  the  hard  shrunk  leg  of  a  ghastly  ob- 
ject was  slowly  pressing  into  a  swollen  and  inflamed 
liody,  just  ready  to  burst;  long  black  hair,  clotted 
and  moistened  by  putrid  oozings,  still  clung  to  the 
wasted  skull,  where  the  eyes  had  fidlen  out,  and 
tfie  lips  had  shrunk  away  from  the  teeth.  Some  bo- 
dies liad  slid  dowai  to  the  bottom  of  the  pit,  and 
near  the  top  there  appeared  the  legs  and  feet  of  a 
body  still  sweating  and  swelling  with  decay.  There 
were  men,  women,  and  children,  and  as  the  mass 
rotted  and  consumed,  they  sunk  and  mixed  toj^ether: 
a  deadly  yellow  colour,  and  a  thick  dirty  sweat 
seemed  to  pervade  and  spread  itself  over  the  whole 
heap.  A  cold  sluggish  oozing  mingled  with  the  slow 
silent  process  of  putrefaction.  ]  saw  no  living  crea- 
ture in  this  vault,  neither  worm,  rat,  nor  taiantula. 
A  large  torch,  burning  with  a  full  blaze,  expired  in- 
stantly three  times,  on  being  put  into  the  mouth  of 
the  pit.  Such  is  Christian  burial,  and  yet  we  are 
told,  each  such  burial  costs  one  dollar  and  sixty 
cents  for  transportation,  wax  lights,  and  the  mass  ; 
circumstances  never  neglected,  though  the  body  it- 
self should  be  dragged  to  the  pit  with  hooks,  and 
thrown  upon  the  pile  as  if  it  was  carrion."  Can  it  be 
believed  that  this  is  adduced  as  an  instance  of  the 
non-injurious  effects  of  nnimal  matter  ?  J{emove  the 
narrow  mouth,  and  allows  the  effluvia  to  become  clii'- 
fused  throjighout  the  cloisters,  and  the  church.  Can 
the  existence  of  such  and  siinilar  enormities  as  those 
above  alluded  to,  account  for  the  great  mortality  ex 
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isting  in  these  two  cities,  Paris  and  Home,  as  com- 
pared with  tliat  of  London? 

In  1838  it  was  ascertained,  that  in  London,  about 
1  in  40  died  annually. 
In  Paris,  1  in  32  ,, 
In  Rome,  I  in  25  ,, 

How  else  shall  we  account  for  this  enormous  dispro- 
portion of  mortality  I  Shall  we,  with  such  facts,  the 
matured  fruits  of  a  registry  of  births  and  deaths,  listen 
to  the  specious  arguments,  the  crude  and  narrow 
views,  the  one  sided  dogmas  of  theorising  philoso- 
phers ?  Facta  non  verba,  must  be  our  motto.  The 
tomb  is  a  silent  but  faithful  record  of  the  sanitary  con- 
dition  of  a  place.  Alas!  we  have  among  us  at  this^ 
present  moment,  pits  not  unlike  these,  save  that  a 
foot  or  two  of  mould  cover  them.  The  Board  would 
strongly  call  upon  the  legislature  to  enforce  the 
banking  up  of  all  such  pits  or  graves,  as  were  filled 
during  the  recent  epidemic. 

That  the  various  excretions  of  the  bodv,  if  retained 
near  it,  must  prove  injurious,  no  one  can  doubt. — 
Some,  however,  have  been  ready  to  maintain  that  the 
excretions,  as  urine  and  f<Bces  themselves,  if  exposed, 
are  not  injurious  to  health; — this  is  most  decidedly 
opposed  by  all  experience.  It  may  here  be  added 
that  it  is  contradicted  by  the  Mosaic  law  ;  each  rule 
and  rejjulation  of  which  appears  to  have  been  found- 
ed upon  sanitary  principles;  thus,  in  Deuteronomy, 
chapter  23d,  verse  r2th,  "Thou  shalt  have  a  place 
also  without  the  camp,  whither  thou  shalt  go  forth 
abroad.  And  thou  shalt  have  a  paddle  upon  thy 
weapon,  and  it  shall  be,  when  thou  wilt  ease  thyself 
abroad,  thou  shalt  dig  therewith,  and  shalt  turn  back 
and  cover  that  which  cometh  from  thee." 

Those  who  maintain  this  argument,  base  it  npon 
the  supposition  that  an  all  wise,  and  all  merciful  crea- 
tor would  not  commit  such  inconsistency  and  wil- 
ful cruelty  as  to  cause   the  natural  excretions  of 
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the  body  to  become  poisons  to  the  animals  them- 
selves. "  As  well  and  with  better  reason  might  they 
say  that  these  secretions,  retained  within  their  differ- 
ent organs,  would  not  injure  health.   None,  however, 
will  be  found  so  bold  as  to  assert  this  ;  his  own  frame 
would  give  him  the  lie;  with  all  his  philosophy  he 
cannot  persuade  himself  wheji  suffering  to  the  con- 
trary.   As  proofs  that  it  was  never  intended  that  man 
should  be  neglectful  of  cleanliness  in  these  respects, 
it  might  be  adduced  that  these  excretions  themselves, 
particularly  the  faeces,  are  unpleasant  at  the  moment 
of  being  voided,  and  are  rendered  so,  not  by  expo- 
sure to  air,  but  by  a  peculiar  secretion  from  the  large 
intestine.    This  very  circumstance  appears  to  be  a 
providential  design  to  cause  man  and  animals  gene- 
rally, to  keep  aloof  from  these  deposits.  Besides 
this,  we  find  that  some  animals,  from  natural  instinct, 
bury  and  conceal  their  faeces,  as  for  instance,  the  cat 
and  the  dog.    Again,  as  regards  birds,  we  see  a  most 
beautiful  contrivance  existing,  by  which  the  nest  is 
kept  from  being  soiled.    Even  plants  are  supposed 
by  some  Botanists  to  exhibit  a  like  provision  for 
preservation  against  self-poisoning  in  the  constant 
spreading  of  their  roots  into  new  soil,  uncontaminaled 
by  their  own  excreted  matter.   Observations,  such  as 
these,  must  certainly  have  great  weight,  and  how  any 
person  can  maintain  a  contrary  opinion  is  indeed 
surprising. 

Such  then  is  a  brief  but  defective  statement  of  the 
usual  epidemics  of  Jamaica.  They  come  and  go, 
and  are  forgotten.  The  Board  would  here  recall  to 
mind  the  evidence  of  the  health  officers,  previously 
cited,  that  not  one  single  epidemic  that  they  had 
witnessed  in  Jamaica  could  be  attributed  to  importa- 
tion. There  is  nothing  here  to  mark  time  ;  no  winter, 
no  decided  break  in  the  seasons  and  the  weather,  no 
social  hearth  to  gather  round,  no  starting  point  for 
the  memory.  Hitherto  all  sanitary  measures,  to  pre- 
vent or  mitigate  these  visitations,  have  been  neglect- 
ed, and  therefore  it  cannot  be  ^vondered  at,  that  no 
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record  of  their  occm-rence  has  been  kept.  It  may 
cause  surprise  that  no  medical  man  in  this  island 
should  have  as  yet  attempted  to  give  an  account  of 
the  recent  epidemic.  Those  who  know  the  real  state 
of  matters,  will  not  be  much  surprised  at  this  apparent 
negligence.  The  paucity  of  medical  men  in  the  is- 
land was  incredible,  and  the  majority  of  those  who 
were  here  had  to  go  through  exertions,  which, 
when  now  looked  upon  without  excitement,  almost 
appear  supernatural.  No  rest  by  day,  no  sleep  by 
night,  no  time  to  perform  the  necessary  functions 
of  life  ;  it  seems  a  miracle  that  any  were  left  to  tell 
even  what  they  saw.  From  the  little,  however,  that 
can  be  gleaned,  it  is  evident  that  the  epidemics  of 
this  island,  are  of  the  same  nature  as  those  that 
exist  elsewhere  ;  they  come  in  the  same  way — they 
behave  in  tlie  same  manner,  and  it  is  only  rea- 
sonable to  suppose,  are  amenable  to  the  same  treat- 
ment^ curative  and  preventive. 

As  regards  the  contagious  diseases  of  this  island, 
a  great  deal  of  confusion  has  arisen  from  employing 
several  different  terms  to  express  the  same  property. 
Thus,  many  persons  consider  contagion  and  infection 
to  mean  the  same  thing,  and  they  are  commonly  so 
used.  The  word  communication  would  far  better 
express  what  is  usually  intended  by  the  use  of  those 
expressions.  Some  diseases  are  purely  contagious, 
that  is  to  say,  they  require  actual  contact ;  such  are, 
syphilis,  yaws,  gonorrhoea,  itch,  real  ring  worm,  hy- 
drophobia, and  cow^  pox,  and  a  species  of  itch  termed 
kra-kra,  apparently  of  African  birth. 

Others  are  communicated  by  contagion,  as  also 
through  the  medium  of  the  atmosphere,  injection, 
sucli  are  small  pox,  measles,  erysipelas. 

Others  again  spread  purely  by  infection,  as  hoop- 
ing cough,  cliicken  pox,  scarlet  fever,  typhus,  dyseu- 

terv,  mumps. 

These  are  diseases  that  all  allow  to  be  commmii- 
cable;  we  see  many  of  them  occurring  sporadically, 
and  at  other  times  epidemically.    There  must  be 
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some  reason  lor  this  ;  the  disease  surely  cannot  so 
far  cliange  its  nature  as  to  be  contagious  at  one  time,, 
and  not  at  another  ;  it  is  the  cause  of  this  difference 
which  is  the  object  of  research — which  is  the  pre- 
ventable portion  of  disease. 

Of  the  other  epidemic  diseases  of  this  island,  some 
are  generally  allowed  to  be  non-contagious,  viz.  : 
intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  and  yellow  fever, 
dandy  fever  and  influenza.  Each  and  every  one  of 
these*^  has  been  considered  contagious  in  its  turn  here, 
and  elsewhere,  and  some  are  even  now  so  considered. 

There  is  one  disease  sub-lite,  cholera. 

On  this  subject  there  is  one  question  which  the 
J3oard  think  ought  to  be  put  to  every  person  who  ad- 
vocates the  doctrine  of  contagion.  It  is  this — in 
1831  and  1832,  cholera  raged  in  Cuba  and  at  New 
York — Jamaica  escaped.  In  1849  and  1850,  cholera 
raged  in  Cuba — Jamaica  suffers.  What  is  the  cause 
of  this  difference?  Can  it  be  attributed  to  quaran- 
tine ?  Read  the  history  of  quarantine — examine  the 
island  laws  upon  this  subject — search  well  into  its 
secret  workings — mark  well  that  dui  ing  the  raging 
of  cholera  here,  numbers  left  for  the  otlier  islands- 
yet  none  of  thein  have  been  infected.  In  some  of 
these  islands  no  restrictions  were  imposed.  If,  in 
spite  of  all  tliis,  quarantine  is  still  maintained  to 
have  been  the  safeguard,  then  indeed  has  that  mind 
been  lulled  into  a  fancied  security,  and  become  the 
victim  of  short-sighted  prejudice. 

The  Board  have  alniady  expressed  their  opinion, 
that  the  mere  question  of  contagion  is  a  secondary 
one.  The  disease  spreads  as  an  epidemic,  and  whe- 
ther in  its  nature  contagious  or  not,  it  is  chiefly  pro- 
pagated through  other  agency  ;  and  this  agency  has 
lioen  proved  to  be  amenable  to  sanitary  measures. — 
Under  these  circumstances  the  Board  would  most 
empluitically  warn  persons,  who  promulgate  theories, 
the  l)antlings  of  their  own  limited  knowledge,  and 
si  ill  more  limilcd  <',\[)erienrc,  to  |)ause  ere  they  wil- 
hslly  give  rise  to  opinions  dircrjly  opposed  to  those 
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emanating  from  authorities  ;  persons  whose  oppor- 
tunities of  judging  have  been  much  greater  than  theirs. 
The  horrors  of  the  last  epidemic  were  fearfully  in- 
creased by  hasty  expressions  and  crude  surmises. — 
The  disease  is  now,  at  this  instant,  in  some  parts  of 
the  island  sorely  afflicting  our  fellowmen.  How  soon 
it  may  be  our  turn  again  to  feel  its  influence  God 
alone  knows  ;  in  the  mean  time  the  Board  would 
urge  upon  one  and  all  the  fearful  fact  that  we  are  not 
now  more  prepared  to  meet  the  enemy  than  we  were 
before.  Our  dear-bought  experience  has  proved  of 
no  avail.  That  sanitary  measures  will  mitigate,  will 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  the  experience  of 
all  nations  shews  us.  We  cannot,  we  dare  not,  doubt 
the  fact.  Let  all  then,  contagionist  and  non-conta- 
gionist  put  forth  their  best  energies  to  cope  and  strug- 
gle with  the  substance,  and  not  the  shadow.  Should 
disease,  in  spite  of  this,  come  among  us,  and  should 
we  ourselves  fall  victims  to  it,  our  last  moments  will 
be  soothed  with  the  feeling  that  we  at  least  did  our 
best  to  preserve  our  lives,  and  that  our  duty  to  our 
neighbour  was  not  sacrificed  to  a  debasing  selfish- 
ness— an  unmeaning  brutalizing  panic. 

The  Board  would  here  introduce  the  following  note 
by  Mr.  Riciiard  Hill,  to  whom  they  are  much  in- 
debted for  his  kind  and  useful  suggestions  in  drawing 
up  these  reports  : — 

A  brief  summary  of  the  weather  for  the  last  thirteen 
years —Fx'om  the  year  1838  to  1848,  a  succession 
of  droughts  had  almost  uninterruptedly  prevailed  in 
Jamaica. 

In  1840,  the  island  both  in  the  plains  and  the 
mountains,  first  sufl^ered  from  the  failure  of  the  ponds, 
many  springs  dried  up,  and  many  rivers  dwindled 
into  brooks.  The  number  of  instances  in  which  the 
cocoa-nut  trees  in  the  plains  perished,  shews  that  such 
exhausting  dry  weather  had  not  prevailed  for  half  a 
century. 

Remarkable  December  storms  occurred  three 
times;  the  third,  and  most  remarkal.^le,  was  on  the 
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15th  December,  1847,  with  a  continuance  for  six 
days.  Taking  the  law  of  relation  between  the  tem- 
perature of  the  air,  and  the  power  of  the  air  to  hold 
water  in  solution,  as  laid  down  by  professor  Leslie, 
to  be  at  the  freezing  point,  equal  to  the  one  hundred 
and  sixtieth  part  of  its  weight,  and  at  eighty  six 
degrees,  the  fortieth,  that  is  double  at  every  twenty- 
seven  degrees,  these  rains  are  to  be  ascribed  to  the 
south  side  of  the  island  remaining  under  the  influence 
of  warm  southerly  winds,  when  the  north  side  was 
suddenly  swept  by  cold  breezes  at  60o.  The  flood- 
ing rains  of  December,  1847,  exclusively  confined  to 
the  northside  of  the  island,  were  owing  to  the  quan- 
tity of  vapour  with  which  the  continued  south  winds 
had  loaded  the  atmosphere  under  sudden  condensa- 
tion, and  a  continuance  of  the  same  force  ;  the  quan- 
tity of  vapour  with  which  the  air  was  charged,  poured 
down  as  through  a  filter,  under  the  action  of  the  cold 
north  breeze  that  suddenly  set  in. 

In  the  year  1848,  the  spring  rains  were  perfect  de- 
luges. They  were  the  heaviest  known  for  a  long  se- 
ries of  years,  they  fell  unremittingly  for  three  days. 
They  were  heaviest  to  the  southeast  of  tiie  island, 
coming  up  with  the  southerly  winds — not  a  valley  es- 
caped inundation.  The  quantity  of  rain  progressive- 
ly diminished  from  east  to  west.  The  rain  that  fell 
in  St.  Thomas  in  the  East  estimated  at  some  thirty 
inches,  was  double  that  which  was  ascertained  by 
the  rain  guage  in  Vere. 

The  rest  of  the  year  was  characterized  by  drought. 
Dysentery  was  common  in  1848.  It  was  exceedingly 
fatal  on  the  northside  of  the  island,  especially  in  the 
leeward  parishes. 

From  the  25th  December,  1848,  to  the  5th  March, 
J849,  there  was  a  remarkable  steadiness  of  cold  wea- 
ther in  all  these  intertropical  seas.  The  wind  was 
constantly  -iX  N.  W.  with  casual  variations  to  the 
north.  The  thermometer  out  of  doors  was,  in  Spa- 
nish-Town, at  52^  and  in  St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale,  in 
th^  large  central  plain  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains, 
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it  was  at  48".  Never,  in  the  memory  of  any  livin,^ 
}>erson,  was  there  so  severe  and  so  long  continued  a 
prevalence  (*)f  steady  cold  weather.  In  Florida  the 
cold  was  so  intense,  and  the  frost  so  prevailing,  that 
ahnost  all  the  orange  trees  died.  Mr.  Peese,  who 
communicated  "  observations  on  the  Geology  and 
Natural  History  of  Mexico,"  to  the  Academy  of  Na- 
tural Sciences  of  Philadelphia,  (Vol.  iv.  page  91,) 

says,  that  during  the  months  of  January  and  Fe- 
1)1  'uary,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Jalapa,  where 
the  cultivation  of  rice,  coffee,  tobacco,  sugar,  and 
other  staples  of  the  tropics  is  carried  on  throughout 
the  whole  year,  several  nights  of  severe  frost  stripped 
the  trees  on  the  hills  of  their  folia»e." 

The  month  of  May,  1849,  was  dry  and  hot,  there 
were  only  occasional  breezes,  and  only  casual  show- 
ers on  the  mountains.  In  this  \ear  there  was  still  a 
continuance  of  diarrhoea.  There  was  a  prevalence  of 
low  fevers,  a  general  state  of  nervous  depression, 
characterized  by  tits  of  transient  excitement,  and 
acute  burning  pains  that  pervaded  tlie  body  in  mere 
lines.  1  sutiered  from  nervous  fever  from  the  middle 
of  May  to  the  middle  of  July,  and,  on  going  a  coast- 
ing voyage  for  change,  I  found  that  at  the  western 
extremity  of  the  island,  the  same  depressing  diseases 
Lad  very  generally  prevailed. 

In  {^ioO,  the  May  rains  set  in  copiously.  IJain 
continued  with  casual  remissions  to  8eptem]>er,  w  hen 
they  assumed  the  character  of  severe  but  transient 
storms.  The  general  health  appeared  steadily  good, 
wlien  suddenly,  in  the  month  of  October,  cholera 
made  its  appearance  in  the  island. 

The  Board  w  ould  also  here  append  a  letter  from 
JDr.  Chamberlane,  the  healt  h  ollicer  of  Kingston,  re- 
lativ.e  to  the  introduction  of  cholera  into  Jamaica,  as 
also  an  account  of  the  first  cases  by  Dr.  Watson. 


a7id  Conlao-tous  Diseases. 


7\>  the  Editor  of  the  Colonial  Standard  and  Ja- 
maica Despatch. 

Sir, — \  take  the  liberty  of  sending  for  publication 
in  your  journal,  the  abk^  *' account  of  the  first  out- 
break" of  cholera  in  tliis  island,  in  1850,  from  the  pen 
of  the  erudite  Mr.  Watson,  surgeon  of  the  naval  hos- 
pital, at  Port-Royal ;  and  I  trust  tlie  contagionists, 
(lay  and  medical,)  will  gather  some  useful  information 
by  the  perusal  of  this  letter,  originally  inserted  in  the 
""^Lancet,"  of  the  llth  January,  ultimo.  Their  atten- 
tion is  respectfully  and  particularly  directed  to  the 
concluding  paragraphs,  and  in  achlition  to  these,  I 
beg  to  furnish  others  equally  startling  to  their  doc- 
trine. And  first,  Mr.  Corbyn,  a  surgeon,  wlio  wrote 
a  treatise  on  Asiatic  cholera,  tells  us.  *'  that  he  sailed 
in  the  Mangles,  from  England,  for  India,  in  tlie  year 
1814,  (mark  the  year,)  and  after  being  two  months  at 
sea,  Asiatic  cholera  sud(h"nly  broke  out  in  the  ship, 
and  sixty  persons  were  thrown  ov(M'board  before  the 
vessel  arrived  at  Table  Bay.  Seoondlv,  '^I'he  Liver- 
pool  packet,  with  four  hundred  passengers,  sailed 
from  England  in  1849  ;  the  port  from  w  hence  she 
sailed  was  free  from  such  a  disease ;  a  clean  bill  of 
health  was  furnished  by  the  authorities  to  that  effect. 
The  passengers  and  crew  were  in  perfect  health  be- 
fore and  at  the  time  of  leaving,  and  three  or  four  days 
after  cholera  broke  out  in  the  vessel,  and  the  loss 
sustained  during  her  passage  to  America  amounted 
to  forty  souls.  The  disease  was  confined  to  the  fore 
[)art  of  the  ship — none  aft  were  affected  by  it." 

"  So  much  for  its  appearance  on  seaboard.  I  would 
ask,  how  did  it  get  to  Orenburg,  (in  Russia,)  in 
1828  1— to  England,  in  1831  ?— to  the  French  capi- 
tal, in  March,  1834  ?— crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  was 
raging  at  Qjiebec,  in  June,  of  the  same  year  '?~^and 
subsequently  spread  nearly  over  the  whole  American 
continent?— how  did  it  happen  that  Baltimore  was 
exempted  from  its  ravages  in  1849,  when  travelling 
vans,  fidl  of  passengers  from  infected  districts,  were 
'arriving  daily  at  that  place  ?    Direct  communication 
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was  iininterupled  ; — and  yet  no  one  was  attacked  at 
any  period  during  its  prevalence  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, nor  afterwards.  This  place  enjoyed  a  com- 
plete immunity  from  its  invasion.  I  say,  how  is  this 
explained  \ — how  does  it  happen  that  it  broke  out  at 
four  distinct  places  far  distant  from  each  other,  at  the 
same  moment  of  time?  viz.: — 

Cincinati,  in  Ohio, 

St.  Louis,  in  Missouri, 

Lewisville,  in  Kentucky, 

Cleveland,  in  Ohio, 
On  what  hypothesis,  for  example,  asks  Mr.  Bell» 
ran  the  following  facts,  which  fell  under  his  personal 
knowledge,  be  explained  \  The  military  hospital  at 
Dharwr,  an  oblong  apartment  of  about  ninety  feet  by 
twenty,  was  within  the  fort,  while  the  lines  of  the 
garrison  were  about  a  mile  distant  beyond  the  walls. 
On  two  different  occasions,  1820  and  1821,  when  the 
disease  prevailed  epidemically  among  the  troops  of 
that  station,  but  while  no  case  had  occurred  in  the 
fort  within  which  the  hospital  was  situated,  I 
brought,  says  Mr.  Bell,  the  patients  at  once  from  their 
quarters  mto  the  hospital,  which  was  crowded  with 
sick,  labouring  under  other  disorders.  No  attempt 
was  made  to  separate  the  cholera  patients  from  the 
others  ;  on  one  of  those  occasions,  no  case  of  cholera 
occurred  within  the  hospital  among  the  numerous 
patients,  or  the  hospital  attendants  ;  on  the  other  oc- 
casion, one  of  the  sick  was  attacked,  but  he  was  a 
convalescent  sepoy,  who  was  at  liberty  to  leave  the 
fort  during  the  day.  The  disease,  on  each  of  tbf)se 
occasions,  was  confined  to  a  particular  subdivision  of 
the  lines,  and  none  of  those  residing  within  the  fort 
was  attacked.  Here  then,  continues  Mr.  Bell,  there 
were  from  twenty  to  thirty  cases  of  cholera  admitted 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days  into  the  same  apartments, 
with  from  forty  to  fifty  patients  suffering  from  other 
ailments,  and  yet  not  a  single  instance  to  countenance 
the  notion  of  contagion  occurred."  I  say  again,  how 
is  this  t    I  could  q^uote  many  other  occurrences  re- 
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specting  this  mysterious  epidemic,  equally  extraordi- 
nary and  difficult  of  solution  ;  but  1  am  not  disposed 
to  trespass  on  the  editor's  permission.  Let  the  learn- 
ed pundits,  and  the  courteous  Board  of  Health,  an- 
swer the  interrogatories  in  this,  and  the  following 
communication  extracted  from  the  "  Lancet."  I  say, 
contagion  had  nothing  to  do  with  either  or  all.  The 
reports  spread  over  the  country  that  the  pestilence 
was  imported,  is  a  gross  and  wicked  fabrication. 
The  commanders  and  Medical  officers  of  every  Ame- 
rican steamer  arriving  at  this  port  from  Chagres 
since  August  last,  to  the  present  month,  have  been 
carefully  examined  by  the  deputy  health  officer  and 
myself;  and  if  they  are  to  be  believed  on  their  oath, 
no  case  of  Asiatic  cholera  ever  showed  itself  on  board 
of  any  of  those  vessels,  during  their  passage  to  this  is- 
land ;  nor  was  anybody  landed  from  them  on  these 
shores,  at  any  period,  before  the  eruption  at  Port- 
Roval,  so  affected, 

"  The  depositions  taken  by  order,  concerning  the 
sickness  and  death  of  Nancy  Johnson,  and  the  exa- 
minations of  all  the  American  steamers  in  succession, 
will  be  found  in  the  bureau  of  the  governor's  secre- 
tary, and  the  office  of  the  president  of  the  Board  of 
Health.  The  case  of  the  two  Prawle's,  who  travel- 
led from  ChagVes  with  the  contagion  in  their  pockets, 
and  infected  therewith  the  whole  population  of  Ja- 
maica, has  been  satisfactorily  disposed  of  by  Mr. 
Watson.  And  as  to  the  presentment  on  the  occasion 
of  the  inquest  on  the  body  of  the  old  sickly  washer- 
woman, it  was  too  contemptible  to  attract  my  notice, 
and  not  worth  a  moment's  comment. 

**  The  opinions  of  some  of  the  faculty  that  this  dire- 
ful scourge  is  contagious  and  infectious,  or  either,  is 
not  only  preposterous,  but  in  these  enlightened  days 
it  is  absolutely  obsolete,  and  the  promulgation  of 
such  sentiments  are  painfully  detrimental  to  the  best 
interests  of  humanity — destructive  to  commerce  and 
commercial  intercourse  between  nations— contracting 
that  little  remaining  to  us  at  this  juncture  into  insig- 

A  a 


186 


Prevention  of  Epidemic,  Endemic. 


nificancp.  Quarantine  restrictions — cordons  sani- 
taires — isolation— all,  all  have  in  turn  proved  useless  in 
arresting  the  progress  of  such  a  pestilence  as  cholera. 
Since  the  year  1817,  when  the  disease  first  appeared  in 
India,  in  an  epidemic  form,  up  to  last  year,  it  is  calcu- 
lated and  shewn,  by  recorded  interments,  that  one 
hundred  and  forty  millions  of  the  human  race  have 
fallen  victims  to  this  fell  destroyer  alone.  During 
this  period  it  has  invaded  every  variety  of  climate, 
attacked  people  of  every  degree  of  civilization,  and 
habit  of  life.  Now,  1  would  ask,  why  this  island 
Tvas  to  be  exempted  from  the  ravages  of  this  new 
plague  1  The  islands  in  the  vicinity  were,  in  turn,  ra- 
vaged, the  opposite  continent  did  not  escape,  and 
the  virulence  with  which  one  town  was  assailed, 
causing  an  unprecedented  mortality,  has  no  equal  in 
the  annals  of  this  malady.  Then  1  repeat,  why  was 
Jamaica  to  be  excluded  from  her  share  of  the  calami- 
ty afflicting  the  habitable  globe  X  aye,  why  ?  was  it 
in  consideration  of  the  preparations  made  in  her 
towns  to  purify  and  cleanse  them  t  were  her  streets 
and  lanes  kept  from  the  pollution  of  carrion  and  other 
abominations  ?  did  the  people  set  their  houses  to 
right,  and  prepare  for  the  coming  visitation  {  or  did 
sanitary  measures  of  any  kind  occupy  public  atten- 
tion, when  the  unwelcome  tidings  reached  their  ear  ? 
I  answer  nothing  was  done ;  all  the  elements  that 
could  promote,  foster,  and  engender,  and  give  viru- 
lence to  the  poison,  were  found  in  full  force  in  eve- 
ry house,  in  every  hovel,  in  every  street,  in  every 
lane,  in  every  recess. 

"  The  two  towns  were  a  disgrace  to  a  civilized 
people.  They  have  not  a  parallel  under  the  heaver,-, 
and  here  1  take  leave  to  bear  testimony  to  that  of 
Mr.  Watson's,  as  it  has  reference  to  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  both.  1  say  too,  they  are  matchless  in  filth, 
and  every  loathsome  abomination  that  can  render  the 
abodes  of  man  disgusting,  hateful,  and  health-de- 
stroying. Lord  Dundonald  foretold  the  conse- 
quences  of  one  of  them,  if  an  epidemic  disease 
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ehoiild  break  out,  and  his  prediction  has  been  veri- 
iied  to  the  very  letter.  This  is  the  contagion  we  are 
to  fear,  and  the  only  contagion  ;  poor  Prawle's  old 
clothes — and  old  Nancy  Johnson's  wash  tubs  are  bug- 
bears ;  that  this  pestilence,  like  dysentery,  typhus, 
yellow  fever,  is  contingently  so,  1  do  believe,  but  not 
otherwise.  I  shall  say  nothing  of  the  treatment  of  a 
disease  quite  new  to  most  of  the  faculty  here.  It 
must  be  as  various  as  the  human  countenance,  and 
the  remedies  are  as  numerous  and  as  thick  as  black- 
berries, and  in  most  instances,  as  useless  as  the  in- 
finitesimal doses  of  the  humbug  homceopathists.  The 
best  safeguards  against  the  assaults  of  this  most 
formidable  foe  to  the  human  race  are  foimd  to 
be  the  mean.N  nature  has  pointed  out.  They  are 
under  our  own  control — cleanliness  in  every  de- 
partment— in  your  person — in  your  dwelling — free 
ventilation — wholesome  diet — a  cheerful  joyous  mind» 
and  a  fearless  carriage  of  deportment  at  home  and 
abroad — in  the  mansions  of  the  atHuent — in  tjie  hovels 
of  the  destitute,  the  alilicted,  and  the  forsakea^  Then 
take  your  change  out  of  contagion. 
*'  I  am  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

*'R.  Chamberlane,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.E." 


-  CHOLERA  IN  JAMAICA. 

**  An  account  of  the  first  outbreak  of  the  disease  in  that 
island,  in  1850.  By  J .  Watson,  esquire,  surgeon  of 
the  naval  hospital,  Jamaica. 

•The  ancient  but  decayed  town  of  Port-Royal, 
consists  of  perhaps  the  filthiest  collection  of  hovels* 
occupied  by  the  filthiest  inmates,  which  the  whole  ci- 
vilized world  can  show.  It  is  built  on  a  peninsula  of 
sand,  which  is  only  about  two  or  three  feet  above  the 
sea-level,  any  rain  that  falls  soon  percolates  through 
the  sand  ;  the  sea  breezes  blow  constantly  by  day, 
atid  in  general  the  place  is  looked  upon  as  sVjubrwui 
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for  Jamaica,  in  spite  of  its  filth.  Indeed,  it  is  fre- 
quently resorted  to  by  invalids  from  other  quarters, 
for  the  sake  of  its  fresh  breezes.  By  the  last  census, 
the  population  was  between  nine  hundred  and  one 
thousand.  The  past  summer  was  unusually  rainy, 
and  the  tides,  in  the  latter  part  of  September,  and 
beginning  of  October,  were  uncommonly  high,  two  co- 
incidences which  rendered  the  ground  floor  of  houses 
damp.  It  is  the  practice  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
natives  to  sleep  on  those  floors,  with  nothing  more 
than  a  mat  under  them,  and  commonly  in  the  same 
rags  which  they  wear  during  the  day.  The  doors  and 
windows  are  shut,  and  from  six  to  twelve  persons  are 
thus  pent  up  in  a  space  less  than  is  comprised  in  the 
dimensions  of  a  common  sitting  room.  The  tempe- 
rature in  the  shade,  during  the  day,  has  averaged  88° 
fahrenheit,  and  a  few  degees  lower  at  night,  and  the 
barometer  was  observed  to  range  lower  than  usual. 
The  natives,  who  are  of  all  shades  of  colour,  from 
black  to  white,  but  mostly  black  or  dark  brown,  live 
chiefly  on  fish,  salt  or  fresh,  and  large  quantities  of 
crude  vegetables  of  the  country,  such  as  yams  and 
plantains.  Drunkenness  is  not  particularly  their  be- 
setting sin. 

*'  Every  thing  being  thus  admirably  disposed  to 
encourage  the  full  dev elopement  of  any  pestilence,  I 
was,  on  the  seventh  October,  requested  to  see  a  wo- 
man about  fifty  years  of  age  ;  she  complained  of  hav- 
ing been  purged  the  preceding  night,  and  was,  when 
first  seen,  cold,  and  had  cramps  of  the  extremities. 
She  was  also  passing  upwards  and  downwards  the 
rice  water-looking  fluid  characteristic  of  Asiatic  cho- 
lera. She  died  the  same  day.  At  this  time  no  one 
entertained  any  suspicion  that  such  a  pestilence  was 
hovering  over  the  island.*    In  consideration  of  the 

•  The  Board  is  enabled  by  a  letter  lately  received  from  the  hon  . 
H'^nry  Roberts,  chairman  of  quarter  sessions  "for  the  leeward  parishes, 
f)n  the  north  side  of  the  island,  to  shew  that  a  distinct  nnnouncement  of 
tbe  appearance  of  cholera  in  Jamaica  had  been  officially  made  some 
«ki>f  or  ten  days  before  the  cases  related  by  Dr.  >Vatson,  as  tbe  first 
outbreak  of  the  pestilence,  in  Foit-Roy^.l,  Avhere  it  is  usually  supposed 
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mischief  which  would  be  caused  by  the  announce- 
ment that  cholera  had  appeared,  if  it  should  turn  out 
to  be  unfounded,  the  coroner,  who  was  furnished 
with  a  written  statement  of  the  case,  consented  to 
dispense  witli  an  inquest. 

**  On  the  night  of  the  7th  and  the  8th,  two  other 
persons  became  affected  with  similar  symptoms  in  the 
same  neighbourhood,  and  died  rapidly.  After  mak- 
ing two  post-mortem  examinations,  1  reported  for- 
mally to  the  authorities  that  malignant  Asiatic  cho- 
lera existed  in  the  town.  At  first  the  report  was  re- 
ceived with  incredulity,  and  was  poo-poo'd  ;  but  the 
danger  of  the  reported  calamity  was  too  terrible  to 
permit  it  to  be  disregarded.  The  custos  of  the  pa- 
rish, (I  believe  the  official  corresponds  with  our  lord- 
lieutenant  of  a  county,)  and  some  medical  gentlemen, 
were  deputed  from  Kingston,  to  investigate  here, 

cholera  first  appeared.    The  following  communication  establishes  this 
fact  most  iinquesiionably  :  "  I  believe  you  are  right  in  supposing  that  I 
discovered  the  first  case  of  true  cholera  in  the  island.    Dr.  Milroy  men> 
tioned  to  me  that  he  had  my  notes  to  the  custos  and  coroner  of  St.  James, 
and  that  they  bore  date  some  eight  or  ten  days  before  the  Port-Royal 
cases.    Upon  returning  borne  I  referred  to  my  diary,  and  true  enough, 
all  circumstances  were  there  described  under  the  date  he  had  given  me. 
When  I  first  wrote  to  the  custos  I  was  sure  that  I  was  not  mistaken, 
but  wrote  him  cautiously,  and  requested  him  to  observe  caution  in  giv- 
ing rise  to  any  rumour ;  but  I  was  anxious  to  have  medical  enquiry  im- 
mediately entered  into,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  public,  which  could 
only  be  effected  through  the  coroner.  *♦•*♦• 
The  coroner  made  it  a  convenient  case,  stopping  some  fourteen  hours 
before  he  appeared  after  receiving  notice  from  me.    So  impressed  was 
J  with  a  fear  of  the  result  of  people  gathering  together,  that  I  sent  to 
beg  there  should  be  no  wake  and  no  tarrying  in  the  house,  but  this  was 
not  heeded  ;  still  apprehensive  when  they  brought  the  body  to  Lilliput 
land  for  burial,  I  had  hot  coffee,  bread  and  butter,  and  breakfast  givea 
to  the  bearers,  and  to  those  who  were  engaged  or  fatigued,  to  aid  that 
physical  vigour  which  would  be  necessary  to  stave  off  infection ;  yet 
all  these  precautions  availed  little,  for  almost  every  living  soul  at  the 
wake  and  funeral  is  now  numbered  with  the  first  victim  by  the  effects  of 
the  disease ;  although  the  deaths  did  not  occur  until  five  or  six  weeks 
afterwards,  yet  they  were  all  swept  off  before  the  disease  appeared  at 
St  Ann's  Bay,  in  Falmouth,  or  the  neighbouring  places."   [Letter  to 
Mr.  Jiichard  Hill,  dated  29th  DeeembeTy  1851.]    Here  is  a  coincident 
outbreak  of  cholera  in  two  very  remote  parts  of  the  island,  Port-Royal 
and  St.  James,  more  than  a  hundred  miles  apart ;  the  one  on  the  south 
of  the  island,  and  to  windward ;  the  other  on  the  north,  and  to  leeward, 
a  chain  of  lofty  mountains  intf  rposing  between  them,  and  the  leeward 
case  prccceding  the  windward  ones  by  some  eight  or  ten  days. 
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when  only  the  three  cases  above  mentioned  had  oc- 
curred. 

**  I  am  not  quite  certain  whether  they  were  at  once 
convinced  when  I  detailed  the  histories  of  those  cases. 
However,  the  disease  very  quietly  spread  abroad 
throug,h  this  town,  in  such  away  as  to  be  unmistake- 
able.  In  less  than  a  mouth  it  destroyed  upwards  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  inhabitants,  or  one-fourth 
of  the  entire  population. 

**  About  a  week  or  less  after  cholera  appeared  at 
Port- Royal,  a  few  stray  cases  were  reporteil  in  King- 
ston, a  laro^e  city  of  iifty  thousand  inhabitants,  si- 
tuated at  the  head  of  the  harbour.  JSomevvhat  later, 
it  was  found  in  Spanish  Town,  which  is  the  capital, 
and  which  is  about  twelve  miles  from  Kingston,  in- 
land ;  and  simultaneously  the  low-lying  villages  on 
the  plain,  and  near  the  margins  of  this  extensive  har- 
bour, vvere  most  severly  attacked.  Cholera  gradually 
advanced  into  the  central  parts  of  the  island,  and  is 
reported  to  have  reached  the  towns  on  the  north 
side. 

In  Kingston  and  Spanish-Town,  which  I  think 
might  successfully  dispute  with  Port-lioyal,  its  ac- 
knowledged pre-eminence  in  filth,  fcetor,  and  all  un- 
wholesome abominations,  and  which  are  so  far  worse, 
because  they  are  so  much  larger;  thus,  in  both  towns, 
the  mortality  has  been  terril)le,  but  it  is  yet  of  unas- 
certained magnitude  and  unchecked. 

**  There  was,  of  course,  very  soon  a  general  panic  ; 
some  said  the  disease  was  imported  by  the  medium 
of  contagion ;  there  consequently  appeared  in  many 
places  great  unwillingness  to  attend  to  the  sick,  and 
even  difficulty  in  procuring  people  to  inter  the  dead. 
The  latter  were  reported,  in  many  instances,  to  have 
been  cast  away  in  bye-places,  to  get  rid  of  their  bo- 
dies, and  they  were  only  discovered  by  the  John 
crows,  or  carrion  crows  of  the  island ;  husbands  re- 
fused to  put  their  hands  on  the  dead  bodies  of  their 
wives  to  lift  them  into  coffins  ;  and  even  mothers 
deserted  their  children,  when  the  latter  took  the  dis- 
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*as€.  Snob  were  the  rnaiure  fruits  of  teaching  the 
people  to  believe  cholera  to  be  contagious.  At  Port- 
Royal  where  we  preach,  1  believe,  a  truer  and  cer- 
tainly a  more  comforting  belief,  the  poor  people 
showed  no  unwillingness  to  help  one  another  in  their 
deep  distress. 

"  1  do  not  propose  now  to  attempt  a  medical  history 
Df  this  epidemic.  The  symtoins  in  the  persons  attack- 
ed here,  were  similar  to  those  which  1  witnessed  in 
Lisbon,  1833,  and  which  are  reported  to  exist  in  cho- 
lera patients  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  treat- 
ment has  embraced  the  usual  remedies,  and  they  have, 
in  most  instances,  been  equally  ineffectual  here  as 
elsewhere,  after  the  disease  lairly  developed  itself.  My 
present  object  is  to  throw  as  much  light  on  the  statis- 
tics of  cholera  in  Jamaica,  in  this,  its  first  visit  to  this 
Lolony,  as  my  opportunities  of  observation  and  my 
abilities  will  permit  me  to  do. 

*'  For  many  months  past,  American  steamers  have 
been  in  the  custom  of  touching  liere  and  at  Kingston 
on  their  voyage  between  ISevv-York  and  Chagres,  for 
the  purpose  of  coaling,  receiving  and  discharging 
passengers,  &c.  Their  passengers  and  crews  landed 
of  course,  at  both  places. 

•*  Almost  a  week  before  cholera  appeared  at  Port- 
Royal,  two  young  men  arrived  from  Chagres  at  this 
place.  They  reported  that  their  father  died  of  cho- 
lera at  Chagres,  shortly  before  they  left.  These  two 
are  the  only  individuals,  as  far  as  i  am  aware,  who, 
about  that  time,  became  resident  here  after  returning: 
from  Chagres,  where  cholera  was  said  to  exist,  and 
they  were  suspected  to  have  introduced  the  disease. 
They  both  laboured  under  common  intermittent  fever 
on  their  debarkation,  for  which  J  attended  them,  and 
were  soon  restored  to  perfect  health,,  after  taking 
some  doses  of  quinine.  No  case  of  cholera  has,  up 
to  this  time,  occurred  in  their  house,  nor  in  the 
two  adjoining  ones,  right  and  left  of  theirs.  No  ship 
is  known  to  have  arrived  in  this  port  with  a  case  of 
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cholera  on  board,  or  which  has  had  any  one  ill  of 
that  disease  during  the  voyage  from  Chagres,  or  else- 
where, to  Port- Royal. 

**  The  disease  exhausted  itself  here,  in  less  than  a 
month  from  the  date  of  its  first  appearance.  Nihe 
medical  officers  were  assiduously  employed  for  that 
space  of  time,  night  and  day,  attending  to  the  sick  in 
the  fetid  hovels  of  the  town,  and  in  the  hospital,  not 
one  of  whom  was  seized.  There  is  a  small  respecta- 
ble community  belonging  to  the  church,  the  navy, 
and  array,  who,  with  their  families,  are  placed  in  cir- 
cumstances favourable  to  health.  Not  one  of  them 
has  yet  taken  cholera,  nor  any  member  of  their  fa- 
milies, although  they  form  part  of  a  community 
which  was  losing  one- fourth  of  its  number. 

**  In  Spanish-Town  and  Kingston,  the  well-fed 
and  properly  housed  portion  of  the  inhabitants,  have 
not  experienced  the  same  immunity,  as  many  of  them 
have  died.  It  may  be  observed,  however,  that  per- 
sons of  a  similar  class  here  are  generally  in  the  prime 
and  vigour  of  life,  as  they  are  necessarily  occupied  in 
the  performance  of  duties  which  could  not  be  dis- 
charged at  the  advanced  age  to  which  many  of  the 
respectable  civilians  of  the  island  have  attained. — 
Moreover  the  persons  alluded  to  here  are  mostly  un- 
married, and  have  therefore  less  of  the  class  of  young 
children  and  other  predisposed  individuals  among 
them. 

"  On  the  first  outbreak  of  cholera,  the  naval  hospi- 
tal contained  about  thirty  patients,  most  of  whom 
were  far  advanced  in  convalescence  from  intermittent  , 
fever,  which  they  had  contracted  in  the  '  Bermuda' 
schooner  at  Grey  Town,  Nicaragua — one  of  them 
died  of  cholera. 

**  Five  days  after,  cholera  showed  itself  in  the 
*  Indefatigable'  frigate,  arrived  also  from  Grey  Town. 
Her  crew  was  sickly  from  a  similar  fever  to  that  with 
which  the  *  Bermuda's'  people  were  affected,  and 
It  was  contracted  at  the  same  plac^.    Her  men,  how- 
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ever,  wore  very  weak  on  their  arrival  ;  whereas  the 
crew  of  the  '  J3ermuda'  as  has  been  just  stated,  was 
nearly  restored  to  health. 

"  We  are  quite  accustomed,  in  this  hospital,  to  the 
type  of  fever  which  j^enerally  prevails  in  ships  return- 
ing" from  Nicaragua ;  it  is,  when  the  patients  reach 
this  place,  usjiially  intermittent,  manageable,  and 
curable  by  proper  nourishment,  quietude,  and  medi- 
cine. 

"The  '  Indefatigable'  sent  to  the  hospital,  at  this 
unfortunate  juncture,  one  hundred  and  twenty-one 
patients.  They  did  not  convalesce  well,  and  most 
of  them  had  diarrhoea;  twenty-nine  men  died  from  the 
undermentioned  causes,  viz.  : — seven  of  uncompli- 
cated fever  ;  eight  of  pure  cholera,  sent  in  the  hrst 
instance  as  such  from  the  frigate,  w  hich  did  not  allow 
communication  with  the  town  ;  thirteen  first  admit- 
ted for  the  cure  of  fever,  who  afterwards  were  seized 
with  and  died  of  cholera  ;  and  one  man  who  was 
sent  to  the  hospital  as  a  nurse,  who  became  the  sub- 
ject of  cholera. 

*'  Jn  the  meantime,  seven  persons  belonging  to  the 
hospital  staff  died,  viz. : — five  nurses  ;  men  taken  from 
the  same  class  of  the  natives  who  were  then  dying 
in  numbers  in  the  town ;  a  washerwoman,  a  debili- 
tated old  creature  ;  and  the  cook,  an  old  discharged 
soldier. 

"  On  the  r2th  instant,  the  sloop  '  Persian,'  came 
into  port  from  the  same  place,  (Grey  Town,)  and  her 
men  had  suffered  more  than  had  the  crews  of  the  '  In- 
defatigable' and  *  Bermuda,'  because  she  had  been 
employed  there  more  than  thirteen  weeks,  a  much 
longer  period  than  either  of  the  other  two  vessels. — 
The  *  Persian'  had  lost  many  of  her  own  men  from 
fever  at  Grey  Town,  and  on  her  voyage  to  Port- Royal, 
and  on  her  arrival,  her  officers  and  people  were  uui- 
versally  affected  with  agueish  ailments  or  debility, 
arising  from  former  attacks  of  fever.  She  arrived 
here  a  few  days  after  the  patients  had  ceased  to  die 
of  cholera  in  the  hospital,  and  before  the  mortality 
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had  quite  terminated  in  the  town,  and  lias,  up  to  this 
time,  sent  hfty  oilicers  and  men  to  the  hospital.  1  he 
*  Persian's'  patients  were  of  necessity  placed  in  the 
same  wards  in  which  cholera  patients  had  recently 
died,  and  which  still  contained  patients  convalescent 
from  cholera.  They  were  attended  by  the  same 
nurses  and  medical  officers,  and  were  surrounded  by 
every  circumstance  conducive  to  the  conta^i^ious  ex- 
tension to  them  of  cholera.  Not  one  of  these  men, 
up  to  the  present  time,  has  been  affected  with  that 
disease,  and  their  convalescence  has  been  generally 
Tery  favorable.  Only  one  man  died  in  the  hospitaf, 
and  he  was  admitted  moribund,  affected  with  fever. 

"  To  recapitulate^ — '  Bermuda's'  people  being  re- 
stored to  health  l)efore  cholera  appears,  lose  only  one 
man  in  hospital  by  cholera. 

'*  *  Indefatigable'  comes  in  when  the  disease  is  rag- 
ing with  the  utmost  virulence  in  the  place,  and  suffers 
very  severely. 

**  '  Persian"  arrives  when  cholera  has  ceased,  or 
nearly  so  on  shore,  and  although  her  patients  are  ex- 
posed to  every  imaginable  source  of  contagion,  they 
totally  escape  contamination,  and  have  convalesced 
as  favorable  as  such  patients  usually  do. 

I  cannot  reconcile  these  very  remarkable  and  in- 
teresting facts  with  the  opinion  which  a  great  num- 
ber of  people  entertain  that  contagion  has  been  the 
principal  agent  in  the  spread  of  cholera  in  Jamaica. 
On  the  contrary,  1  think  they  prove,  that  if  it  acted  at 
all,  it  played  only  a  secondary  part,  and  that  some 
totally  different  influence  mainly  directed  the  march 
of  the  present  fatal  epidemic. 

"  Certain  learned  pundits  tell  us  that  the  contagion 
of  cholera  is  so  virulent  as  to  attach  itself  in  some 
miraculous  way  to  two  lads,  who,  however,  are  not 
themselves  attacked  ;  that  these  two  individuals  car- 
ry their  invisible  charge  through  a  sea  voyage,  and 
then  contaminated  the  whole  population  of  Jamaica. 

Will  they  be  pleased  to  explain  how  it  happened, 
that  if  this  contagion  be  so  virulent,  fifty  highly  pre- 
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disposed  men  were  thrust  into  hospital  wards  which 
were  still  reeking  with  the  emanations  trom  the  bo- 
dies of  cholera  patients,  and  not  one  of  them  took 
cholera  t 

"While  the  above  mentioned  melancholy  scenes 
were  being  enacted  in  the  town  and  in  the  hospital, 
the  soldiers,  white  and  black  troops,  who,  with  their 
wives  and  children,  amounted  to  about  three  hundred 
individuals,  became  subject  to  the  disease,  and  lost, 
in  a  few  days,  I  think  about  eighteen  out  of  their 
number.  They  were  marched  to  Stoney-Hill  bar- 
racks, which,  at  the  time,  were  very  deficient  in  sleep- 
ing accommodation,  and  in  every  way  less  comfort- 
al)le  than  the  quarters  they  left.  The  march 
through  a  swampy  country  of  twelve  miles,  or  there- 
abouts, was  performed  under  a  heavy  incessant  rain. 
The  chano:e  under  these  adverse  circumstances  was 
so  beneficial  that  the  pestilence  was  checked  among 
lliem."  —  Lancet. 

The  Central  Board  in  attempting  to  point  out  the 
method  by  which  the  existence  and  spread  of  ende- 
mic and  epidemic  diseases  are  to  be  prevented,  do  so 
with  the  full  assurance,  that  the  majority  or  all  the 
exciting  causes  of  disease  are  remediable. 

That  the  physical  conditions  of  a  place,  are  in  a 
great  measure,  under  the  controul  of  man,  no  one  can 
doubt.  See  the  effect  of  cultivation,  of  levelling 
drainage  and  sewerage  on  an  unhealthy,  pestiferous 
locality.  Soon  it  assumes  an  altered  aspect,  a  dif- 
ferent climate  ;  flourishing  and  populous  villages  and 
towns  take  the  place  of  deep  ofl'ensive  swamps.  To 
effect  these  purposes,  the  aid  of  science  is  requisite, 
and  tiiis  of  the  very  highest  description.  Hitherto  in 
Jamaica  this  has  been  much  neglected.  Whenever 
any  public  work  of  the  kind  has  been  undertaken,  it 
has  almost,  without  exception,  failed,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  inefficiency  or  unfitness  of  the  person 
employed  to  superintend  ;  at  whose  election  private 
interest,  rather  than  the  public  welfare,  has  had  its 
influence. 

B  b  2 
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Much  requires  to  be  done  in  Jamaica,  and  the 
Board  would  recommend  as  the  most  effectual,  and 
jn  the  end,  the  most  economical  plan,  that  lit  and 
proper  persons  should  be  obtained  from  Europe, 
whose  duty  it  should  be  to  make  themselves  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  the  medical  topograph^  — 
the  wants  and  requirements  of  every  town  and  village 
throughout  the  island  ; — that  they  should  examine 
well  into  the  causes  of  certain  localities  being  un- 
healthy, and,  where  practicable,  'apply  the  remedy.  ]n 
this  way,  and  in  this  alone,  will  it  be  possible  to 
remedy  many  of  the  existing  evils. 

The  cr\  of  expence,  and  the  impoverished  state  of 
the  island,  must  not  be  allowed  to  have  undue  weight. 
That  the  establishment  of  effectual  sanitary  measures 
is  costly  and  expensive,  is  doubtless  true;  but  once 
more,  the  Board  would  urge  upon  the  legislature,  sa- 
lus  jtopuli  est  snmma  lex.  Experience  has  most  fully 
proved  that  "  economy  in  sanitary  measures  is  ex- 
pensive ;"  taking  economy  here  to  be  a  less  than  suf- 
ficient expenditure  for  a  necessary  purpose.  It  has 
further  been  proved,  that  however  expensive  their 
adoption  may  be  to  a  country  at  first,  still,  that  ere 
long,  the  returns  are  ten-fold,  aye,  a  hundred-fold, 
whether  we  look  to  the  increased  health  and  physi- 
cal strength  of  a  community,  or  to  the  broad  and  fer- 
tile fields,  rescued  from  the  waste  and  dreariness  of 
a  malarious  lagoon.  It  is  far  better  to  expend  sums  of 
money  in  removing  the  causes  of  disease  and  mortality, 
than  to  pay  away  the  same  under  the  items  of  parochial 
attendance  on  the  sick  poor,  coroners  inquests,  cof- 
fins, and  burials  of  the  poor.  Prevention  is  on  all  oc- 
casions better  than  cure  ;  but  in  this  instance,  the 
neglect  of  it  is  wilful  and  sinful. 

The  cry  of  want  of  labourers,  want  of  population 
to  effect  these  purposes  is  preposterous,  lake  the 
city  of  Kingston  alone,  and  there  we  are  told  by  the 
authorities,  there  are  from  ten  thousand  to  fifteen 
thousand  of  its  inhabitants  who  l»ave  no  ostensible 
nicanf,  of  earning  their  livelihood   -who  do  not  work. 
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To  expect  sanitary  measures,  or  any  legislative  en- 
actment, to  do  good  under  these  circumstances  is  ab- 
surd, is  insulting  to  the  intellect ;  and  to  allow  them 
to  continue  in  this  condition  is  culpable,  is  criminal 
in  a  government.  As  the  remedy  to  such  evils,  the 
Board  woidd  recommend  the  formation  of  a  strong 
and  eflective  police  force,  and  the  enactment  of  a 
stringent  vagrant  act,  which  should  not  contain  high 
sounding  words  and  heavy  penalties,  but  be  couched 
in  the  plainest  language  possible,  and  be  enforced  l)y 
the  strong  arm  of  the  penal  code.  It  is  folly  to  talk 
of  the  liberty  of  the  subject  when  we  see  our  church 
jards  over-full,  our  population  decreasing,  and  those 
who  are  able  and  capable  of  earning  their  bread  by  the 
sweat  of  their  brow,  sitting  down  in  idleness  in  our 
towns,  useless  to  themselves,  and  the  piedisposing 
causes  of  pestilence  to  those  around.  Little  is  thought 
of  coercing  that  subject — that  citizen  who  labours  un- 
der insanity.  Here  the  law  interferes  with  the  dou- 
ble  object  of  benefiting  the  sufferer,  and  of  protect- 
ing the  public  ;  how  inconsistent  then  is  it  to  allow 
those  suffering  from  this  moral  insanity  to  bring  ruin 
upon  themselves  and  others. 

To  lessen  the  over-crowding  of  this  superfluous 
mass  of  human  shape  in  the  towns,  an  act  might  be 
introduced  authorising  the  removal  and  location  on 
such  estates  as  would  erect  proper  buildings,  or  to 
rural  villages,  in  well  selected  situations.  Two 
important  statutes  having  the  objects  here  recom- 
mended as  the  basis  of  their  provision,  the  thirty- 
fifth  Charles  the  second,  chapter  two,  and  the 
seventh  George  the  fourth,  chapter  twenty-six,  for 
the  want  of  executory  power,  with  penalties  for  non- 
execution  of  the  statute,  have  existed  hitherto,  only 
a  mockery  of  legislation. 

Another  measure  which  is  most  imperatively  call- 
f^J  for  by  a  serious  and  existing  evil,  is  a  bastardy 
act,  by  which  every  reputed  fatlier  should  be  made 
to  support  his  progeny. 

The  subject  of  the  present  report  should  be  in- 
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eluded  in  an  act,  entitled  the  nuisance,  removal,  and 
prevention  oi"  endemic  and  epidemic  diseases. 

The  Central  ijoard  of  Health  are  convinced,  that  all 
epidemics,  such  as  cholera,  small  pox,  yellow  fever, 
scarlet  fever,  measles,  influenza,  hooping  cough, 
chicken  pox,  &c.  &c.  however  widely  differing  in  their 
symptoms  and  external  features,  have  one  character 
in  conunon,  which  is,  that  each  and  all  are  aggra- 
vated by,  and  impelled  to  spread  through  the  neglect 
of  sanitary  measures. 

The  Central  Board  of  Health,  from  their  own  expe- 
rience, confirmed  by  the  results  of  their  enquiries 
into  the  sul)ject,  feel  fully  assured,  that  irrespective 
of  the  contagious  or  non-contagious  nature  of  any 
epidemic  disease  whatever,  sanitary  measures,  if 
promptly  applied  and  strictly  enforced,  will,  in  every 
instance,  mitigate  the  violence,  and  in  almost  all, 
prevent  the  extension  of  the  disease. 

Under  this  impression  the  Board  submit  the  fol- 
fowing  suggestions  : — 

The  periodical  or  daily  removal  of  all  filth,  and 
rubbish  from  the  streets  and  lanes  of  towns  and 
villages,  and  from  around  private  dwellings. — 
The  yards  and  courts  belonging  to  w  hich,  should 
be  ke})t  free  from  all  accumulations  of  dirt,  re- 
fuse matter,  and  foul  water. 

The  total  removal  of  pigs,  and  pig-sties,  from 
all  towns  and  large  villages.  In  rural  districts,  or 
isolated  places,  apart  from  towns  and  villages, 
the  Board  would  strongly  recommend  the  pig- 
geries be  situated  at  a  reasonable  distance  from 
any  dwelling,  and  in  a  direction  to  leeward  of 
the  dwelling. 

That  no  large  number  of  goats,  (above  two) 
be  permitted  to  be  penned,  or  kept  in  any  yard, 
in  any  town,  or  large  village, 

'Hiat  all  dogs  found  in  the  streets  and  lanes 
of  towns  and  large  villages  without  a  collar,  on 
Avhich  the  owners  name  is  inscribed,  shall  be 
forthwith  destroyed. 
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That  efficient  drainajie  and  sewerage  be  esta- 
blished both  in  and  about  the  towns,  villHgefJ, 
and  rural  districts,  where  it  is  required,  provid- 
ed it  be  practicable  ;  and  that  no  waste,  stagnant 
water,  or  open  cess-pool  be  permitted  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  any  dwelling. 

That  due  attention  be  paid  to  keeping  the 
privies  clean  and  well  ventilated,  and  that  they 
i>e  not  too  close  to  the  dwelling  house.  That 
landlords  and  proprietors  be  compelled  to  pro- 
vide such  accommodation  to  all  houses  where 
it  does  not  already  exist. 

That  all  refuse,  stable  manure,  and  other  ac- 
cumulations of  filth,  shall  be  periodically  (daily 
if  possible!  removed  from  all  premises,  and  de- 
posited in  such  places  as  shall  be  pointed  out 
for  such  purposes  by  the  proper  authorities,  to 
be  there  disposed  of,  as  shall  be  directed. 

That  theinfiammable  portion  of  such  refuse  and 
dirt  shall  be  at  once  consumed  by  fire,  in  places 
appointed  for  the  pui  pose  ;  and  that  the  remain- 
tfer,  as  also  the  night  soil,  be  deposited  in  pits 
provided  for  that  purpose,  at  a  proper  distance 
from  the  town  and  houses,  in  such  places  as 
may  be  approved  of  by  the  authorities  ; — and 
that  the  said  accumulations  be  frequently  cover- 
ed with  a  layer  of  earth. 

That  the  custom  of  repairing  streets  and  lanes 
in  town  and  villages,  with  stable  trash,  be  abo- 
lished, and  some  means  be  substituted  that  will 
be  more  conducive  to  the  health  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. 

That  all  dead  carcasses  of  animals,  or  any  such 
nuisances,  be  immediately  removed  from  any 
town,  or  its  neighbourhood,  and  that  it  be  forth- 
with burnt  or  buried,  and  that  the  original  own- 
ers of  such  animals  be  subject  to  a  penalty  if 
they  do  not  remove  it  within  a  reasonable  time. 

That  no  bush,  underwood,  or  rank  vegetation, 
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be  permitted  to  exist  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
any  dwelling  in  town  or  country. 

That  no  peni»uin  fences  be  permitted  wiihin 
the  precincts  detined  as  within  townships,  or 
prohibited  limits. 

That  all  dilapidated  houses,  old  fences,  and 
walls,  be  removed  ;  and  all  unbuilt  on  lots  of 
ground,  be  cleansed  and  inclosed  by  stockade 
fences. 

That  the  utmost  cleanliness  and  thorough 
ventilation  be  observed  in  all  dwellings.  That 
frequent  white  washing,  with  fresh  lime,  both  of 
the  inside  and  outside  of  the  houses  and  huts  of 
the  labouring  population,  (more  especially,)  be 
practiced,  at  the  very  least,  four  times  a  year, 
under  the  superintendance  of  an  officer  or  offi- 
cers appointed  for  that  and  other  sanitary  pur- 
poses. 

That  it  is  highly  advisable  that  the  pernicious 
habit  of  sleeping  on  mats  placed  upon  the  bare 
ground,  as  practised  by  numbers  of  the  poorer 
class,  shojild  be  given  up,  and  the  use  of  bed- 
steads (easily  constructed,)  be  adopted. 
The  Board  would  strongly  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  plan  of  allowing  the  matrasses  and  linen 
ofabedto  be  daily  turned,  and  exposed  for  some 
hours  to  the  air  ;  the  bed  should  not  be  made  up  till 
the  afternoon  ; — all  the  windows  and  doors  being  left 
open,  so  that  tliey  may  be  freely  ventilated. 

That  overcrowding  at  all  times,  but  especially 
at  night,  and  during  the  prevalence  of  epidemic 
disease,  is  highly  detrimental  to  health,  and 
should  therefore  be  carefully  avoided  ; — at  least 
ten  cubic  feet  of  space  being  necessary  for  each 
individual  in  health — and  a  larger  space  during 
the  existence  of  disease. 

That  the  earthen  floors,  now  generally  used,  are 
iiighly  prejudicial.  It  is  advisable  that  the  floor 
be  raised  above  the  level  of  the  ground  without, 
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and  where  it  is  practicable,  be  terraced,  or  still 
i)etter,  boarded. 

That  the  thatched  roofs,  at  present  in  common 
use  among  the  labouring  population,  are  irijuri- 
ons  in  themselves  and  dangerous  in  case  of  fire. 
That  it  would  be  advisable  to  substitute  shingles 
or  slates  in  lien  of  them. 

That,  as  at  present  constructed,  there  is,  in  the 
majority  of  the  houses  of  the  labouring  popula- 
tion, no  provision  made  for  the  admission  of  light, 
a  most  important  agent  in  the  provision  of 
health. 

That  the  common  practice  of  lighting  fires  in- 
side of  the  huts  for  the  purpose  of  cooking,  with- 
out a  chimney  or  outlet  for  the  smoke  to  escape,, 
is  most  prejudicial. 

That  the  present  huts  and  dwellings  of  the  la- 
bouring population  and  poorer  classes  are  alto- 
gether badly  constructed  as  res^ards  comfort  and 
health.    Their  walls  are  too  low — the  heighth  of 
the  roof  is  insufficient,  and  the  means  of  venti- 
lating or  admitting  air  altogether  inadequate. 
On  this  subject  the  Board  would  strongly  recom- 
lend  a  total  reform  by  the  adoption  of  the  model 
roposed  by  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
wellings  of  the  poor. 

That  enclosures  of  the  yards  of  the  labouring 
poor  should  be  constructed  of  wood  (or  stock- 
ad  oes)  in  lieu  of  penguins,  as  occupying  less  room, 
and  not  harbouring  vermin. 

That  as  regards  the  houses  of  the  better  classes, 
it  is  advisable  that  they  should  consist  of  two 
stories,  and  be  raised  by  means  of  arches  from 
the  ground  ;  that  the  upper  portion  of  the  build- 
ing be  devoted  to  bed  rooms,  and  that,  in  con- 
structing these,  care  should  be  taken  that  they 
should  be  of  sufficient  size  and  properly  venti"- 
lated,  and  not  be  sacrificed  as  they  so  frequently 
are,  to  the  public  or  sitting  room. 

That,  the  prevalent  use  of  jalonsied  windows, 
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in  sleeping;  apartmenls,  is  highly  inconveriis-nt. 
aiid  deiriiuental  to  health.  It  is  advisable  that 
glass  sashes  should  be  attached  to  every  bed 
room  window. 

That  the  yards  and  courts  attached  to  each  re- 
sidence, should  he  paved  or  terraced,  and  so 
raised  that  all  surface  water  may  readily  tlow 
off. 

That,  for  the  future,  no  market  place  shall  be 
'Constructed  within  the  limits  of  any  town  or  vil- 
lage,  but  should  be  placed  at  a  convenient  dis- 
tance, and  in  the  most  eligible  position. 

That  all  the  market  places  in  any  town  or  vil- 
lage shall  be  kept  thoroughly  clean.  That  the 
ttbeds  and  houses  be  thoroughly  ventilated,  and 
that  no  tainted  or  diseased  meats  or  tish  be  ex- 
posed for  sale. 

That  no  slaughter  houses  be  permitted  within 
the  boundaries  of  any  town  or  village,  and  that 
every  such  slaughter  house  be  kept  clean,  and  be 
subject  frequently  to  the  inspection  of  an  ap- 
pointed officer. 

That  no  tannery,  soap  manufactory,  or  any 
other  trade  of  a  similar  nature,  in  the  carrying 
on  of  which  offensive  emanations  arise,  shall  be 
conducted  in  or  withm  a  reasonable  distance  of 
anv  town  or  villae^e. 

I'hat  no  fresh  hides,  or  empty  fish  barrels,  or 
hones,  shall  be  kept  and  retained  in  any  store  or 
yard,  in  any  town  or  village. 

That  as  ample  a  supply  of  good  water  as  pos- 
sible shall  be  provided  to  all  towns,  and  villages, 
for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  generally  ;  as  no- 
thing is  more  conducive  to  health  than  personal 
cleanliness,  and  the  use  of  impure  water  as 
drink,  has  been  found  to  produce  most  delete- 
rious efiects. 

That  as,  in  many  parts  of  this  if  land,  the  wa- 
ter used  for  all  purposes,  domestic  and  culinary, 
is  obtained  from  tanks  and  ponds,  that  in  all 
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such  districts  tanks  and  ponds  shall  he  provided 
for  tlie  use  of  the  poorer  inhabitants,  subject  to 
such  supervision  as  may  be  deemed  proper., 

That  whenever  the  present  supply  of  water 
is  defective  as  regards  the  labouring  poor,  and  it 
is  practicable  to  obtain  water  by  means  of  wells» 
it  IS  advisable  that  such  wells  should  be  sunk. 

That  as  impurities  are  frequently  found  in  the 
river  water,  and  as  water  from  tanks  and  ponds 
often  contains  foreign  matter,  the  use  of  filters 
are  strongly  recommended.  It  would  also  be 
advisable  to  iiave  the  house,  tanks,  or  vessels  ia 
which  water  is  kept  for  daily  use  covered. 

That,  if  practicable,  the  towns  should  be  sup- 
plied with  water,  l)y  means  of  pipes,  so  laid 
down,  that  at  certain  periods,  the  gutters  and 
drains  mav  be  washed  out  or  flushed. 

That  in  all  towns  or  villages  supplied  with 
water,  by  means  of  water  companies,  but  the 
charges  of  which  are  too  expensive  to  be  borne 
by  the  poorer  classes,  tanks  shall  be  erected^ 
or  pumps  put  up  for  tlteir  especial  use.  , 

That  the  food  of  the  greater  portion  of  the  la- 
bouring class  is  faulty,  and  taken  irregularly. — - 
The  salt  fish  and  meat  which  they  commonly 
use  is  frequently  tainted  and  unwholesome. — 
The  ground  provisions  being  often  eaten  before 
they  are  ripe.  The  meals  during  the  day  are  ge- 
nerally scanty  and  insufficient,  whilst  immedi- 
ately before  retiring  to  rest,  they  overload  their 
stomachs  with  rich  indigestible  messes. 

That  a  disposition  to  indulge  to  excess  in 
spirituous  liquors  is  gradually  increasing  among 
the  lower  classes,  to  the  great  detriment  of 
their  health  and  morality. 

That  to  prevent,  as  far  as  pos{iiil)le,  the  mischiefs 
arising  from  the  use  of  tainted  food  and  adulte- 
rated alcohalic  drinks,  a  strict  supervision  should 
be  established  over  the  houses  w  her(-  thf^se  arli- 
tkb  arc  sold. 
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That  as  a  large  proportion  of  the  mortality 
among  young  children  is  attributable  to  the  use 
of  food  unsuited  to  their  digestive  organs,  it  is 
advisable  that  this  subject  should  be  carefully 
considered,  and  the  necessity  of  reform  in  this 
respect  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  those  who 
have  charge  of  them. 

That  generally  speaking,  the  clothing  of  the 
lower  classes  is  insufficient  and  inappropriate  to 
the  climate  ;  the  habit  of  wearing  and  sleeping 
in  the  same  clothes  at  night  which  they  have 
had  on  and  worked  in  during  the  day  is  by  no 
means  uncommon  ajcnong  the  poor,  and  is  highly 
detrimental  to  health.  It  is  therefore  advisable 
that  some  attention  should  be  paid  to  this  matter, 
and  that,  in  every  case,  tlie  covering  at  night 
should  be  di[rerent  from  that  used  during  the 
day. 

Tliat  the  chief  cause  of  the  poorer  classes  clos- 
ing up  their  windows  and  doors  at  night,  so  as 
to  exclude  every  breath  of  air,  arises  generally 
from  their  making  use  of  no  covering  or  other 
bed  clothes,  but  a  simple  mut  placed  upon  the 
bare  ground. 

That  the  habit  of  roaming  about  at  night,  and 
sitting  up  to  a  late  hour  under  various  pretences 
is  extremely  detrimental,  and  that  the  holding 
Avakes  and  other  assemblies  at  night  in  the  open 
air,  where  large  numbers  congregate  together,  is 
highly  pernicious  to  health  and  morality.  The 
custom  of  having  evening  service,  is  one  that  ap- 
pears unnecessary,  and  calculated  to  produce 
"disease. 

That  great  injury  is  frequently  sustained  by 
the  lower  classes  receiving  medicine  and  surgical 
aid  from  persons  utterly  ignorant  of  their  use, 
effects,  and  application;  and  that  it  is  highly 
advisable  to  appoint  duly  qualified  medical  men, 
in  the  different  districts  of  the  island,  t6  look 
after  and  attend  to  the  health  and  sanitary  wants 
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of  the  poor  and  labouring  classes,  and  perform 
such  duties  as  may  be  specified  under  the  section 
of  medical  relief. 

That  nothing  renders  a  person  more  liable  to 
suffer  from  an  epidemic  disease  than  impaired 
health,  or  imperfect  convalescence  from  a  pre- 
vious malady. 

That  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  are  still  im- 
vaccinated,  and  considering  the  fearful  mortality 
of  the  last  epidemic  of  small  pox  in  this  island, 
and  the  encouraging  statistical  statement  pub- 
lished in  the  Army  Reports  of  the  almost  total 
disappearance  of  this  pestilence  from  among  our 
troops,  the  result  of  compulsory  vaccination, 
combined  with  the  enforcement  of  sanitary  mea- 
sures, it  is  advisable  that  vaccination  should  be 
made  as  general  as  possible,  and  to  effect  this, 
with  anything  like  certainty,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  appoint  medical  men,  as  vaccinators  to  each 
district. 

That  it  is  expedient  that  a  regular  supply  of 
vaccine  lymph  should  be  kept  ready  at  hand,  in 
order  to  be  used  in  case  of  emigrant,  and  other 
vessels,  arriving  with  small  pox  on  board.  It 
would  therefore  be  advisable  to  institute  a  vac- 
cine establishment  in  one  of  the  cooler  districts 
of  this  island,  from  whence  the  other  parishes 
might  be  supplied  in  case  of  need. 

That,  for  the  future,  the  inocculation  of  small 
pox  shall  be  declared  illegal,  and  persons  of- 
fending shall  be  subjected  to  fine  or  imprison- 
ment. 

That  great  loss  of  life  does  annually  occur, 
and  permanent  injury  to  health  is  often  induced 
by  the  injurious  acts  and  advice  of  persons  calling 
themselves  and  acting  as  midwives  ;  that  it  is 
highly  advisable,  that  no  person  shall  be  allowed 
to  act  in  such  capacity  but  persons  of  known 
and  tried  experience;  and  these,  not  without 
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Imviiijj:  received  directions  and  a  written  or 
printed  licence  to  practise  as  such,  fronn  the  dis- 
trict medical  attendant,  or  such  other  officers  as^ 
may  be  appointed. 

'i  luit  in  many  instances  persons,  even  if  they 
obtain  medical  advice,  are  unable  to  get  the 
medicines  ordered,  or  the  prescription  made  up; 
that  it  is  advisable  that  a  dispensary  or  dispensa- 
ries be  formed  in  each  di^trict  under  the  superin- 
tendance  of  the  medical  attendant,  where  a  sup- 
ply of  medicines  and  drugs  shall  be  kept  availa- 
ble to  the  poor  at  all  times  and  at  all  hours. 

That  in  many  instances  poor  persons,  suffering 
from  disease,  even  though  supplied  \>ith  medical 
advice  and  medicines,  are  still,  I'rom  their  utter 
destitution,  and  the  wretched  state  of  their  habita- 
tions, unable  to  niake  proper  use  of  the  remedies  ; 
that  the  remedies  indeed  often,  from  this  cause, 
prove  sources  of  injury  rather  than  of  benefit; 
that  it  is  advisable  that  a  small  inexpensive  hos- 
pital, or  sanitary  cottages,  be  attached  to  each 
district  or  village  to  meet  such  exigencies,  and 
that  such  hospitals  be  under  the  supervision  and 
care  of  the  medical  attendant  of  the  district. 

That  at  healthy  sea  side  places,  small  cottages 
should  be  erected  ibr  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the 
neighbouring  towns. 
The  Board  are  convinced,  from  experience,  that  this 
plan  w'oultl  annually  save  many  lives. 

That  the  practice  of  intering  the  dead  in  yards 
within  towns  and  villages,  many  of  which  aj-e' 
already  overloaded  with  human  remains,  is  high- 
ly injurious  ;  that  it  is  advisable  that,  for  the  fu^ 
lure,  a  place  out  of  the  circle  of  the  town,  and 
the  track  of  the  usual  breezes,  be  appropriated 
for  the  burial  of  the  dead,  and  that  the  present 
])laces  of  interment  be  no  longer  used  ior  that 
])urp0vse. 

That  Ihc  practice  of  burying  in  private  yara* 
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w']th'\(\  towns  and  villag:es  is  highly  improper, 
ftnti  shouid  forthwith  he  prevented  by  penal  sta- 
tute. 

'J'hat  in  selecting-  i[;roijnd  for  a  cemetery,  alar^e 
Fpace  should  he  enclosed,  so  as  to  avoid  open- 
iat?  any  unhricked  grave  oftenrr  than  once  in  five 
or  seven  years  ;  every  grave  should  be  dug  six 
feet. 

That  in  order  that  the  above  measures  may  be 
faithfully  and  strictly  carried  out,  it  is  ad  visable 
that  independant  of  any  Central  Board,  with 
the  V'lrious  executive  otficers,  there  should  be 
in  every  district,  local  and  sub-boards,  to  whom 
the  local  management,  as  appointment  of  visitors, 
curses,  &c.  shall  be  left. 

That  in  the  towns,  especially  the  inhabitants 
unprovided  with  means  of  conveyance,  are  de- 
prived of  the  power  of  taking  exercise  so  condu- 
cive to  the  preservation  of  health,  more  especial- 
ly among  the  young;  that  it  is  advisable  that 
every  town  should  be  provided  with  a  clear  space 
of  ground,  within  an  easy  distance,  which  shall 
be  laid  out  as  a  park  or  garden,  and  be  accessi 
ble  to  the  inhabitants  at  all  times.  Such  provi- 
sions have  been  justly  termed  the  lungs  of  a 
town. 

That  about  all  towns  and  villa2:e«,  in  mch  di- 
rections  as  marshy  lands  are  situated,  double 
rows  of  umbrageous  trees  shall  be  planted,  siteh 
as  the  guinep,  wild  almond,  sand  box,  &;c. 
The  Board  of  Health  deem  it  right  to  append  cer- 
tain measures  to  be  adopted  in  case  of  the  outbreak 
oi  disease. 

Of  course  the  measures  requisite  to  be  adopf  ed  will 
vary  according  to  the  prevailing  epidemic  ;  thus,  cho- 
lera will  require  much  more  prompt  and  energetic  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  local  authorities  and  medical 
attendants  than  dysentery,  fever,  or  measles,  but  still 
sanitary  measures  are  necessary  for  the  prevention  of 
the  spread  of  all. 
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That  in  case  of  any  outl)reak  of  endemic  or 
epidemic  disease,  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  some 
officer,  or  of  the  Central  Board,  to  issue  such 
directions  as  rej^ards  domestic  treatment,  &c.  as 
may  he  deemed  proper. 

That  in  case  of  the  existence  of  disease,  should 
a  dung  heap  or  accumulation  of  filth,  or  a  foul 
privy  exist,  near  any  dwelling,  it  is  in  many  cases 
more  advisable  to  cover  the  two  former  over  with 
a  thick  layer  of  earth  or  lime,  and  to  fill  up  the 
latter  with  the  same,  than  to  attempt  to  remove 
it  during  the  prevalence  of  disease  ;  all  open 
drains,  ditches,  &c.  should  be  treated  in  the  same 
way. 

All  huts,  out-offices,  stables,  privies,  &c, 
should  be  w  ell  and  freely  limewashed,  and  where- 
ever  offensive  effluvia  arise,  the  solution  of  the 
chloride  of  zinc  should  be  freelv  used. 

Daring  the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic,  every 
house  should  be  freely  ventilated  ;  all  partitions 
should  be  removed  within  and  without  a  house 
which  prevent  a  free  passage  of  air  ;  dry  rubbing 
should  be  used  in  house  cleaning  rather  than 
water  cleaning  ;  damp  is  a  strong  predisponent 
cause. 

That  should  any  room,  house,  or  dwelling,  ap- 
pear to  the  medical  attendant  to  be  overcrowded 
with  inmates,  the  proper  authorities  shall  have 
power  to  remove  them  as  the  medical  officer 
mav  direct. 

That  houses  of  refuge  shall  be  obtained  for  the 
reception  of  such  persons,  or  others,  who  may 
require  shelter. 

That  should  there  be  any  difficulty  in  procur- 
ing such  houses,  the  authorities  shall  have  power 
to  take  temporary  possession  of  any  untenanted 
house  or  other  building  suitable  for  such  pur- 
pose. 

•  That  during  the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic,  the 
Central  Board,  on  the  recommendation  of  thfe 
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mevlical  attendant,  shall  have  the  power  to  cause 
persons  to  vacate  a  house  or  village,  if  deemed 
essentially  requisite  to  health,  and  either  to  place 
them  under  tents,  or  other  buildings  or  dvvell- 
inj^s. 

That  should  any  house,  dwelling,  or  yard,  from 
any  cause  or  causes  be  declared  by  the  medical 
attendant  unwholesome  or  injurious  to  the  in- 
mates or  neighbours,  the  authorities  shall  have 
power  to  direct,  or  if  requisite,  to  enforce  sucii 
cleaning,  purifying,  or  other  measures,  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary. 

The  same  to  be  applicable  to  ships  in  har- 
bour. 

^i'hat  in  case  of  contagious  disease,  as  small 
pox,  scarlet  fever,  breaking  out  in  any  district, 
the  medical  attendant  shall  immedtately  inform 
the  local  authorities,  who  shall  forthwith  isolate 
the  individual  or  individuals  attacked  in  some 
house  or  place  wherein  he  shall  have  medical  at- 
tendance, and  all  such  indidgences  as  are  requi- 
site for  his  health  and  comfort  compatible  with 
the  public  weal. 

That  in  all  such  cases  of  contagious  disease, 
the  soiled  linen  and  bedding  shall  be  boiled  for 
some  minutes  on  the  premises  ;  that  it  is  not  con- 
sidered requisite  to  destroy  such  articles. 

That  the  sick  room  should  be  kept  freelv 
ventilated.  All  curtains  and  impediments  to 
a  free  circulation  of  air  be  removed.  The 
sheets  and  body  linen  should  be  frequently 
changed,  all  excretions  and  soiled  linen,  should 
be  immediately  removed  from  the  dwelling,  and 
a  solution  of  cloride  of  lime  or  zinc  used  .  In  all 
cases  of  debility,  all  exertions  should  be  forbid- 
den. Bed  pans  and  feeding  cups  should  be  pro- 
vided. No  persons  but  those  engaged  in  attend- 
ance on  the  sick,  should  remain  in  the  room, 
every  breath  drawn,  robs  the  sick  of  so  much' 
pure  air. 
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That  a  supply  of  blankets,  flannel,  &c.  should 
be  kept  in  readiness  at  a  convenient  place, 
Avhere  they  may  be  procured  at  ail  hours  of  the 
liight  or  day. 

That  in  case  of  any  severe  and  general  epide- 
mic, that  visitors  shall  be  appointed  to  go  from 
bouse  to  house,  that  they  shall  be  supplied  with 
requisite  medicines,  and  other  appliances  with 
directions  how  to  use  them.  That  nurses  shall 
be  engaged  to  attend  upon  the  sick. 

That  in  all  cases  the  necessary  means  of  tran- 
sit for  those  attacked  shall  be  provided.  The 
best  appears  to  be  a  covered  litter,  carried  by 
two  men. 

That  supplies  of  appropriate  medicines,  nou- 
rishment, &c.  shall  be  deposited  in  all  directions, 
and  at  short  distances,  so  that  they  may  be  rea- 
dily obtained  by  every  one. 

That  experience  in  other  countries,  and  during 
the  recent  epidemic  of  cholera  in  this  island,  has 
satisfactorily  shewn  that  the  establishment  of 
hospitals  for  cholera  is  objectionable.  The  same 
has  been  found  as  to  fever,  small  pox,  dysentery, 
typhus,  &c.  It  is  much  better  during  an  epide- 
mic that  the  poor  should  be  attended  at  their 
own  houses,  if  practicable.  Instances,  however, 
will  occur  of  persons  being  seized  at  a  distance 
from  their  dwellings,  and  having  no  means  of  re- 
turn, or  such  return  being  quite  inadmissible; 
it  will  be  prudent  that  some  accommodation 
should  be  provided  for  the  reception  and  treat- 
ment of  such  necessitous  individuals. 

That  in  case  of  death,  the  body  should  be  im- 
mediately removed  from  the  room,  and  placed 
in  an  airy  and  cool  situation.  Should  there 
be  any  want  of  cofiins,  the  body  should  be  wrap- 
ped in  canvass  or  a  blanket,  and  smeared 
over  with  lime  and  tar.  During  the  last  epide- 
mic indecent  haste  was  too  frequently  shown  in 
burying  the  dead.    JNo  body  should  be  cons=igned 
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to  the  grave  before  six  hours  at  least  have 
elapsed,  or  unequivocal  signs  of  death  have  pre- 
sented themselves.  If  placed  in  a  w.ell  ventilat- 
ed place  during  that  period,  there  is  nought  to 
fear. 

That  during  severe  epidemics  a  house  or  shed 
shall  be  selected  or  built  as  a  receptacle  for  the 
dead,  to  which  they  may  be  removed  as  soon  as 
death  takes  place,  if  considered  advisable.  This 
was  done  in  many  places  in  England  during  the 
epidemic  of  cholera.  Thus  Dr.  RadclifFe,  sur- 
geon to  the  I^eeds  union,  states,  that  on  the  first 
appearance  of  cholera  in  Leeds,  the  board  of 
guardians,  at  his  request,  erected  such  a  house  in 
common  with  one  of  the  cholera  hospitals,  and 
to  this  place,  he  says,  I  caused  to  be  conveyed 
many  bodies,  from  single  and  other  rooms,  pre- 
vious to  interment — indeed  almost  immediately 
after  death  ;  and  when  the  poor  found  that  the 
dead  were  treated  with  decency  and  respect,  I 
found  no  opposition  to  their  being  sent  there. 

That  experience  has  fully  proved  that  conta- 
gion from  the  living  body  extends  to  but  a  limit- 
ed distance,  and  that  in  the  dead  body  this  is 
still  more  reduced,  and  very  speedily  the  specific 
contagion  disappears  altogether. 

That  in  case  of  any  church  yard  being  too  full 
to  receive  fresh  bodies,  the  authorities  shall  fix 
upon  and  enclose  another  and  proper  place.  At 
the  same  time  the  Board  would  strongly  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  all,  that  no  body  dying  of  any 
disease  whatsoever,  can  prove  injurious  if  bury- 
ed  six  feet  below  the  surface. 

That  in  case  of  a  great  and  s^pdden  mortality 
arising  from  any  disease,  ample'provision  should 
be  made  for  the  interment  of  the  dead  as  soon  as 
they  are  removed  to  the  burial  ground.  M,asses 
of  dead  bodies,  in  a  tropical  climate,  cannot  fail 
to  render  impure  the  atmosphere  ;  and,  durini; 
the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic,  is  almost  certaiiic 
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to  aggravate  and  induce  disease  in  all  those  with- 
in its  sphere. 

That  during  (he  prevalence  of  any  epidemic, 
all  fatigue,  and  every  occupation  which  tends 
to  lower  the  powers  of  the  constitution,  should 
be  avoided— such  as  long  fasting,  excessive  at- 
tention in  nursing  without  taking  rest,  &c. — ■ 
For  this  reason  it  is  prudent,  during  the  pre- 
valence of  an  epidemic,  to  employ  a  vehicle 
when  practicable,  and  not  the  labour  of  bear- 
ers, for  the  conveyance  of  the  dead  to  the  place 
of  interment. 

That  during  the  prevalence  of  any  epidemic, 
great  care  should  be  paid  to  diet,  avoiding  all 
substances  likely  to  derange  health,  and  above 
all,  temperance  in  the  use  of  alcoholic  drinks, 
should  bt;  observed.  "^J  he  drunkard  may  escape 
the  disease,  but  if  attacked,  he  has  little  or  no 
chance. 

During  the  prevalence  of  any  epidemic,  a  good 
nourishing  diet  often  acts  as  a  preventive,  and  at 
such  times,  the  killing  of  a  bullock  or  animal, 
and  its  disposal  at  the  cheapest  rate  possible  to 
the  poor,  is  often  a  prudent  measure. 

That  during  an  epidemic,  great  attention  (if 
necessary  greater  than  usual)  must  be  paid  to 
personal  and  domestic  cleanliness,  to  due  regu- 
lation of  the  bowels,  and  the  secretions. 

That  during  the  prevalence  of  any  epidemic, 
full  occupation  for  the  mind,  an  avoidance  of  all 
unnecessary  gossip  and  exaggerated  statements 
is  advisable.  A  firm  reliance  in  the  goodness  of 
an  Almighty  creator,  and  a  humble  confidence  in 
one's  own  powers,  combined  wiih  the  adoption 
of  all  sanit^iry  measures,  appear  to  be  the  great 
support  and  preventives  of  disease.  INone  suf- 
fer more  than  the  timid. 

That  duringjhe  prevalence  of  any  epidemic, 
more  especially  of  cholera,  a  person,  as  soon  as 
}ie  fefls    hiniffclf  attacked    \\ith   any  unusual 


and  Conta^iious  Diseases. 


Fvmptoms  or  sensation,  should  ap[)ly  for  medi> 
cal  aid. 

Tlie  Central  Board  fully  impressed  with  the  utility 
of  observing  ail  meteorological  phenomena,  would 
suggest  that  sets  of  necessary  instruments  should  be 
imported,  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Central 
Board,  to  be  distributed  in  different  parts  of  the  is- 
land. 

The  attention  of  the  Central  Board  has  been  called 
to  tiie  existing  state  of  the  prisons  and  jails  through- 
out the  island.  The  same  want  of  light,  of  ventila- 
tion, and  of  full  space  attach  to  them,  as  well  as  to 
the  private  dwellings.  There  appears  further  to  be  no 
regulated  scale  of  dietary  in  use,  and  those  used, 
generally  speaking,  are  not  adapted  to  the  condition 
^f  the  patients.  The  dietary  of  the  jail  appears  to 
he  very  defective,  in  fact,  the  system  in  these  institu- 
tions is  injurious  to  health  and  ruinous  to  morality, 
"^rhe  abuses  in  these  institutions  call  most  loudly  for 
legislative  interference. 

The  appearance  of  persons  suffering  from  elephan- 
tiasis arabum  and  grcecorum,  as  also  from  coco-bay, 
-or  joint-evil  in  the  public  streets,  is  most  improper, 
and  would  not  be  tolerated  in  any  other  civilized  com- 
munity ;  at  present  there  is  no  separate  establish- 
ment whate\er  appointed  for  them.  It  would  be 
well  to  erect,  in  some  healthy  and  secluded  spot,  a 
few  houses  in  each  parish  for  persons  so  grievously 
afflicted. 

The  Board  would  here  suggest,  as  regards  hospi- 
tals or  places  for  the  reception  of  the  sick,  that  they 
are  of  opinion  that  these  institutions,  when  built  on 
the  large  scale,  are,  to  say  the  least,  less  useful  than 
they  might  otliervvise  be— more  especially  in  a  climate 
like  this.  The  Board  would  suggest,  that  for  the  fu- 
ture, a  number  of  well  arranged  cottages  would  be 
preferable— a  plan  proposed  by  Dr.  Sympson,  of 
Edinburgh,  for  lying  in  hospitals  ;  these  might,  in  this 
rl iniafe,  be  constructed  of  wood,  at  a  very  erononii- 
cal  rate. 
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That  a  premium  shall  be  offered  for  the  best  con- 
structed  and  most  economical  dwelling  for  the  poor, 
w  ith  all  its  necessary  conveniencies ;  and  that  a 
building  of  this  nature,  and  of  the  most  approved  con- 
struction, shall  be  erected  in  each  parish,  in  the  most 
public  place. 

.  A  frequent  cause  of  disease  arises  among  young 
infants  from  the  misbehaviour  and  capriciousness  of 
temper  frequently  displayed  by  the  lower  classes 
when  hired  out  as  wet  nurses  ;  this  subject  is  a  seri- 
ous one,  and  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  legisla- 
ture. A  special  clause  on  this  subject  might  be  in- 
troduced into  such  act  as  that  regulating  the  con- 
tracts entered  into  between  master  and  servant. 
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SANITARY  STATE  AND  WANTS  OF 

TOWNS. 

The  Central  Board  now  proceed  to  lay  before  the 
legislature  an  abstract  of  the  reports  which  they  have 
received  on  the  sanitary  state  and  on  the  wants  of 
Port- Royal,  Spanish -Town,  and  Kingston. 

These  three  towns  present  nearly  the  same  appear- 
ance as  regards  filtb,  not  orilv  in  the  courts  and  lanes 
inhabited  by  the  poorer  classes,  but  in  the  neglect  of 
j)roper  regulations  every  where.  It  seems  unneces- 
sary to  enumerate  the  ordinary  nuisances  which  arfe 
obvious  to  all :  the  Board  would  cnlv  ur2:e  the  exe- 
cution  of  existing  laws,  and  give  power  for  their  en- 
forcement where  power  is  wanting. 

There  are,  however,  some  local  differences  as  re- 
gards the  wants  of  those  towns,  besides  those  com- 
mon to  all. 

Port- Royal  is  situated  at  the  extremity  of  a  narrow 
sandy  spit,  which  forms  a  break-water  for  the  har- 
bour ;  its  elevation  is,  at  no  point,  more  than  four  or 
live  feet  above  the  level  of  the.  sea ;  there  is  a 
swampj  ground  at  the  distance  of  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  town  in  an  E.  N.  E.  direction,  and  it  is  only 
when  the  wind,  called  the  "  rock  wind,"  blows,  that 
the  town  is  to  leeward  of  it,  the  sea  breeze  generally 
coming  from  the  south  east;  the  land  wind  is  north 
west. 

In  Port-Royal,  there  are  five  moderately  wide 
streets  nearly  parallel  to  each  other ;  they  are  inter- 
sected by  numerous  narrow  lanes,  between  which  are 
situated  blocks  of  ill  ventilated  filthy  hovels,  crowded 
with  inhabitants,  and  without  privies,  resort  being 
had  to  the  beach  in  front  of  the  battery  as  the  sub- 
stitute, and  night  soil  being  deposited  in  the  readiest 
places,  so  that  when  these  happen  to  be  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  breezes,  the  exhalations  must  be  injurious. 
It  IS  not  astonishing,  therefore,  that  in  Port-Royal 
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cholrra  a-i^^iimed  a  degree  of  viriilence  unknouiy 
in  more  hf^Hltliv  localities. 

II  is  aboliKely  necessary  that  houses  Ije  erected 
on  the  sea  beac  h  fur  the  use  of  the  inha()itants,  and 
that  penalties  he  intlic^ted  on  the  occupants  of  houses, 
in  the  yards  of  uhich,  nuisances  are  committed;  a 
Letter  supply  of  fresh  water  is  also  indispensable. 

From  its  vicinity  to  the  sea,  beino:  on  a  peninsula 
so  narrow,  Tort-Hoyal  has  s^reat  faciliti(  s  for  being 
kept  clean. 

Spanish-ToM'n — although  ihe  site  of  this  town  ap- 
pears fiat,  yet  the  declivity  of  the  streets  is  describe 
t  d  to  be  sufficient  for  the  escape  of  vain  M  ater,  in  a 
fhort  lime  after  it  ceases  to  fall,  especially  in  those 
streets  in  which  the  water  courses  on  the  sides  of 
the  streets  have  been  paved,  and  the  middle  of  them 
has  been  raised. 

It  is  indispensable  towards  the  reform  of  this  town, 
that  the  inclosed  lands  in  its  vicinity  be  put  under 
better  management  ;  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  that  a  j)0- 
pulation  can  be  otherwise  than  demoralised,  when  per  : 
rnitted  the  license  of  occupying  dilapidated  houses, 
and  lots  of  ground,  and  left  entirely  without  police 
regulations.  Fences  should  be  made  of  durable 
materials  and  the  penguin  fences  should  be  removed 
as  being  unsuited  for  a  town. 

The  Board  see  no  excuse  for  the  existence  of  such 
evils  as  these,  and  when  in  reproaching  the  black 
population  for  the  habits  which  ofiend,  may  it  not  he 
asked,  where  are  the  indications  of  our  superior  ac- 
tivity and  inteliijjrence  in  matters  in  which  they  are 
not  by  their  position,  either  privileged  or  able  to  in- 
terfere? the  exclusive  management  of  them  being,  as- 
sumed by  the  municipal  authorities,  for  the  supposed 

benefit  of  all. 

The  suggestion  to  bring  water  from  the  Rio  Cobre, 
from  above  the  flat  bridge,  is  very  important ;  from  this 
point,  said  to  be  forty  or  tifty  feet  above  the  highest 
part  of  Spanish-Town,  there  would  be  sufficient  pres- 
sure to  rcacj)  the  top  of  the  highest  house,  and  ef- 
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fectual  means  would  be  obtained  for  extinguishing 

Kini>ston.~Here  there  arei  nuisances  of  the  same 
character,  but  different  in  degree  from  those  attribut- 
able to  Spanish-Town  and  P^ort-Royal,  and  the  means 
[)f  remedying  them  differ.  The  distance  of  the  greater 
proportion  of  the  houses  from  the  sea,  besides  the 
:>ccupation  of  the  shore  for  commercial  purposes, 
nake  it  necessary  to  propose  to  have  recourse  to  the 
Jaily  removal  into  the  country  of  all  offensive  matters 
ivhich  cannot  otherwise  be  disposed  of.  The  supply 
i(  water  cannot  be  made  so  plentiful,  as  that  which 
:an  be  procured  for  Spanish-Town. 

The  unoccupied  ground  within  the  town^  is  as  the 
Board  believes,  chiefly  private  properly ;  squalor, 
kvant  of  ventilation,  and  crowding  of  small  houses, 
jqually  prevail. 

There  is  the  same  supine  resignation  to  the  conti- 
nuance of  ail  kind.-;  of  nuisances,  as  if  they  w  ere  the 
nevitable  evils  of  human  life  ;  some  of  these  evils 
are  undoubtedly  difficult  to  combat,  ()ut  there  are  also 
iiany  for  the  existence  of  which,  a  state  of  society  in 
itter  disorganization  would  form  the  only  legitimate 
excuse. 

In  carrying  out  the  details  of  requirements  and  im- 
jroveraentsfor  Port-Royal,  Spanish-Town,  and  King- 
ston, the  Board  earnestly  recommend  the  annexed 
-eports,  referring  particularly  thereto,  and  trust  that 
:hey  may  receive  the  serious'consideration  of  the  le- 
gislature. 

Report  on  the  Sanitary  State  and  Wants  of  Pori^ 
Royal.— By  Dr.  J.  W.  Johnston. 


The  town  of  Port- Royal  is  situated  at  the  extre- 
mity of  a  narrow  sandy  spit,  which  forms  a  break- 
vater  for  the  harbour,  its  elevation,  at  no  point,  be- 
ng  more  than  about  four  or  five  feet  above  the  level 
)f  the  sea.  Ji  is  distant  from- th<-  opposite  shorr, 
••  -ch  forms  the  left  entrmce  to  the  harbour,  about. 

K  t 
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t  wo  or  two  and  a  half  miles  ;  the  land  is  there  hilly, 
with  a  dry  rocky  soil,  if  we  except  a  small  patch  at 
Green-Bay  ;  however,  as  we  extend  upwards,  alon^ 
the  harbour  bank,  towards  Mosquito  Point,  we  find 
abundance  of  marshy  soil  ;  there  is  also  to  be  found, 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town  of  Port-Royal, 
a  considerable  extent  of  swampy  land,  at  about  half 
a  mile  distance,  in  an  E.N.E.  direction  ;  close  to  this 
swamp  is  situated  the  cemetery  of  Port- Royal. 

One  would  be  led  to  imagine  that  the  emanations 
from  this  Iccality  would  have  a  deleterious  effect  upon 
new-comers,  although  the  residents  do  not  appear  to 
suffer  any  inconvenience  from  it ;  however,  with  the 
exception  of  one  wind,  [the  rock  wind,)  the  town  is 
never  to  leeward  of  it,  as  the  sea  breeze  generally 
blows  about  south  westerly,  and  the  land  wind  about 
north  westerly. 

The  town  of  Port-Royal  does  not  cover  any  great 
extent  of  ground:  it  is  traversed  bv  five  moderatelv 
\vide  streets,  which  run  nearly  parallel  to  each  other 
in  an  E.IN.E.  and  VV  S.W.  direction ;  these  streets  are 
aj2;ain  intersected  by  numerous  narrow  lanes,  which 
run  generally  at  right  angles  from  the  before-men- 
tioned streets,  between  which  lanes  are  situated 
square  blocks  of  ill  ventilated  filthy  hovels,  the  ma- 
jority of  them  undeserving  the  name  of  a  house ; 
many  of  them  contain  only  one  apartment,  in  which 
five  or  six  human  beings  are  to  be  found  huddled  to- 
gether in  a  space  of  little  more  than  about  double  as 
many  square  feet,  without  any  domestic  conveniences; 
the  floors  are  generally  earthen,  dirty  and  damp, 
more  like  cellars  than  human  habitations.  Most  of 
the  houses  have  small  court  yards  attached  to  them, 
which  are  generally  the  abode  of  pigs  and  goats  and 
are  also  invariably  the  depositories  of  every  species  of 
dissrustins,-  filth,  such  as  hmnan  as  well  as  other  ex- 
creraentitious  matters,  stinking  fish  guts  and  putrid 
slops,  in  f^ict,  every  thing  is  there  to  be  found,  ex- 
cepting cleanliness  or  pure  water.  The  stench  per- 
ceivable in  the  vicinity  of  some  of  these  localities  is  at 
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times  intolerable  ;  the  few  inhabitants  that  do  ob- 
serve any  thing  like  decency,  (there  being  no  public 
privies,)  generally  resort  to  tlie  beach  facing  the  sea 
in  front  of  the  battery  in  the  vicinity  of  the  church  ; 
about  this  spot  the  night  soil  is  also  generally  depo- 
sited, when  the  sea  breeze  blows  home,  this  place  is 
directly  to  windward  of  the  town,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  exhalations  arising  from  this  filthy, 
stinking  accumulation,  must  have  a  direct  effect  ia 
lowering  the  standard  of  health,  and  also  in  predis- 
posing to  epidemic  attacks  ;  we  need  not  therefore 
be  at  all  astonished,  that  at  the  town  of  Port- Royal, 
cholera  assumed  a  degree  of  virulence  unknown  in 
more  cleanly  localities. 

I  have  no  doubt,  were  small  pox  or  any  other  epi- 
demic disease  now  lo  visit  Port-Roval,  but  that  the 
same  result  would  again  follow,  for  there  still  exists 
every  thing  to  favour  the  spi  ead  of  disease,  a  dirty 
population,  badly  lodged,  often  breathing  a  highly 
vitiated  atmosphere,  and  with  a  very  defective  sup- 
ply of  that  requisite  article  for  health,  viz.  fresh  wa- 
ter. 

I  would  therefore  beg  leave  to  suggest,  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  ofsu(;h  a  like  sickness  again,  that  some 
oftlie  worst  of  the  hovels  should  be  pulled  down; 
if  it  were  possible,  (with  a  very  few  exceptions)  to 
raze  the  w  hole  town  to  the  ground,  and  rebuild  it 
again,  it  would  be  so  much  the  better. 

Secondly,  1  would  recommend  the  appointment  of 
a  sanitary  officer,  who  is  to  be  a  medical  man,  and  is 
at  the  same  time  to  attend  to  the  w  ants  of  the  poor, 
so  far  as  medical  attendance  is  concerned  ;  they  are  at 
present  totally  unprovided  for.  1  would  vest  him 
with  authority  to  enforce  all  laws  relative  to  ventiia- 
tion,  house  cleansing,  and  the  removal  of  all  i.ui- 
sances  from  about  dwellings. 

Thirdly,  1  would  recommend  the  appointment  of 
a  constable  to  act  under  the  direction  of  the  sanilary 
officer,  whose  duty  it  shoidd  be,  to  see  that  the  dif- 
ferent court-yards  were  daily  cleansed  oiit,  and  lhafe 
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the  dwellings  of  the  poor  were  white-washed  at  least 
twice  a  year. 

y 

Fourthly,  I  .should  recommen4  all  privies  that  are 
not  weekly  cleaned  out,  to  be  shut  up,  and  forbid  on 
the  pain  of  punishment,  the  committal  of  any  nuisance 
on  the  windward  shore. 

Fifthly,  I  should  recommend  that  privies  be  erect- 
ed on  the  lee-beach  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  that  a  penalty  should  be  inflicted  on  persons 
found  committing  nuisances  about  the  court-yards, 
lanes,  or  public  streets,  (a  very  common  practice  at 
the  present  day.) 

Sixthly,  1  should  recommend  the  removal  of  all 
pigs  to  outside  of  the  town. 

Seventhly,  I  should  also  recommend,  if  it  were 
possible  by  any  means,  to  grant  a  more  liberal  supply 
of  fresh  water  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Port- 
Kov^L* 

JOHN  WIINGATE  JOHNSTON. 


home  government  a  scheme  for  conveying  water  by  a  cast  iron  main  along 
the  palisades,  from  the  Hope  or  the  Fall's  river  into  Port-Koyal.  The 
government  approved  of  the  scheme,  and  procured  an  estimate  of  i's 
coiit.  the  labour  to  he  performed  by  convicts  from  the  pcaiteuiiary.  Th^ 
flchewie  failed  in  consequence  of  the  exorbitant  <lemand  made  by  one  of 
)ib>  proprietors  of  the  palisades  fur  permission  lo  carry  the  pipes  lbroui;li 
hi^  land. 


SPANISH-TOWN. 

1st.  Saint  Jago  de  la  Vega,  or  Spanish-Town,  was 
founded  b>  a  band  of  frightened  fugitives,  escaping 
from  among  the  Spanish  settlers  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  island,  who  had  located  themselves  there  short- 
ly after  its  discovery  by  Christopher  Columbus. — 
These  fugitives,  in  their  wanderings,  were  attracted 
by  the  beauty,  fertility,  and  advantages  which  the 
plain  presented,  in  153B  many  of  the  inhabitants 
from  other  parts  were  led  to  join  this  original  band 
of  settlers,  and  the  then  few  solitary  habitations  gra- 
dually increased  into  a  town  of  tolerable  size,  which 
in  1543,  had  become  of  sufficient  importance  to  induce 
the  occu  piers  of  the  island  to  transfer  from  Seville  D'oro, 
the  then  principal  town,  the  seat  of  government,  to 
this  place.  Around  this  nucleus,  the  scattered  colo- 
nists speedily  concentrated  and  became  a  large  and 
important  community. 

2nd.  Saint  Jago  was  the  patron  saint  of  Columbus, 
and  the  name  was  given  to  Spanish-Town  as  a  pro- 
pitiation to  that  saint  for  the  slight  supposed  to  be 
cast  upon  him  by  the  earlier  and  aboriginal  title  out- 
living the  appellation  given  to  the  island  by  Christo- 
pher Columbus  on  its  discovery.  It  was  a  concili- 
atory measure  that  conferred  the  name  of  St.  Jago  on 
the  new  town.  The  savannas,  or  verdant  and  grassy 
plains  which  surrounded  it,  lending  their  aid  to  com- 
plete its  recommendation,  it  became  St.  Jago  de  la 
Vega,  or  St.  Jago  of  the  plains,  now  reduced  to  the 
more  modern  calling  of  Spanish-Town. 

3rd.  After  the  seat  of  government  was  removed  to 
Spanish-Town,  buildings  rapidly  arose.  Regarded 
as  a  safe  and  convenient  situation,  crowds  of  settlers 
were  attracted  to  the  place,  and  such  progress  was 
made,  that  in  the  short  period  of  sixteen  years  the 
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town  WHS  considered  sufficiently  worthy  to  give  a  se- 
cond title  to  the  grandson  ofthe  discoverer  of  the  is- 
land. 

4th.  The  constant  alarms  and  attacks  to  which 
the  islanders  on  the  sea  coast  were  from  time  to  time 
subjected,  compelling  the  colonists  to  confine  them- 
selves tu  their  new  town,  and  its  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood, all  attention  was  consequently  bestowed 
on  its  improvement.  It  soon  became  the  residence  of 
an  abbot,  and  obtained  the  privileges  of  a  city.  An 
abbey  was  founded,  and  two  churches  of  no  mean 
pretensions  and  design  were  erected. 

In  1596  this  place,  under  the  influence  of  increas- 
ing prosperity,  assumed  the  position  of  a  thriving 
capital,  and  in  nine  years  afterwards.  Sir  Anthony 
Shirley,  was  induced  to  pay  it  a  predatory  visit. — 
Thirty-nine  years  afterwards,  when  the  town  had 
risen  to  meridian  splendour.  Colonel  Jackson  from 
the  Windward  Islands  made  a  descent  upon  it,  and 
again,  at  the  expiration  of  twenty  more  years,  that 
Venables,  on  the  part  of  the  English,  took  possession 
of  the  island,  it  was  then  found  to  be  a  town  of  some 
jsize  and  importance. 

5th.  It  continued  until  a  recent  date  in  a  prosperous 
and  thriving  condition,  but  of  late  years,  the  vicissi- 
tudes and  changes  in  the  fortunes  of  the  colonists, 
have  tended  materially  to  its  depreciation  and  injury. 
Once  a  flourishing  capital,  and  commanding  the  in- 
fluence and  wealth,  supposed  to  consist  with  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  the  seat  of  government,  the  bulk  of 
its  inhabitants,  notwithstanding,  are  nearly  reduced 
to  poverty  and  distress.  Trade  has  gradually  desert- 
ed it  (more  especially  since  the  formation  of  the  Rail- 
way) for  its  more  fortunate  and  wealthier  rival  city, 
Kingston,  and  the  benefits  arising  from  a  resident  and 
prosperous  class,  have  altogether  forsaken  it  for  other 
and  more  favored  localities. 

6th.  General  description.-— S\\?in\^h-'To\\\\,  as  we 
have  seen,  is  one  of  the  oldest  towns  in  the  island,  it 
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is  in  the  parish  of  St.  Catherine,  is  irregular  in  form, 
nearly  approaching  to  a  square,  and  occupies  about 
one  square  mile ;  it  is  built  at  about  four  miles  from 
the  base  of  the  surrounding  hills,  on  a  declivity  gra- 
dually descending  towards  the  s(ja,  which  is  seven 
miles  distant.  It  consists  of  ten  streets,  running 
nearly  parallel  from  north  to  south,  and  eight  other 
streets  crossing  at  right  angles,  nearly  from  east  to 
west,  besides  other  lanes  and  roads  surrounding  the 
town,  and  intersecting  the  streets.  It  is  situated  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  Rio  Cobre,  which,  descending  from 
the  north,  runs  to  the  east  of  the  town,  emptying  it- 
self into  the  sea  by  two  mouths  ;  the  one,  natural  at 
Hunts- Bay,  the  other  artificial,  near  the  village  of 
Passage-Fort,  seven  miles  from  Spanish-Town.  It  is 
thirteen  miles  from  Kingston  in  a  western  direction, 
and  about  the  same  distance  from  Old-Harbour-Bav, 
in  nearly  an  easterly  line.  With  the  former  town  it 
is  connected  by  means  of  the  railway.  The  village 
of  Port- Henderson,  or  as  it  is  now  called,  New 
Brighton,  is  about  seven  miles  to  the  south,  and 
Passage- Fort  about  the  same  distance  to  the  south 
east;  it  is  surrounded  by  the  extensive  grazing  plain 
usually  denominated  the  Salt- Pond  plain  or  district. 
In  a  northerly  and  easterly  direction  occupying  posi- 
tmns  between  Spanish-Town,  Kingston,  and  Passage- 
Fort,  are  extensive  lagoons  and  swamps,  which  at  all 
times,  but  more  especially  after  heavy  rains,  emit  of- 
fensive miasmata,  and  the  effluvia  arising  from  these 
morasses,  have  not  unfrequently  been  sensibly  expe- 
rienced in  the  town,  although  a  space  of  six  or  seven 
miles  intervenes  ;  they  lie,  however,  nearly  in  the  di- 
rect line  of  the  usual  sea  breeze.  There  are  aho 
several  swamps  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  town,  and  on  different  sides  of  it. 

7lh,  Boundaries. — Spanish-Town  occupies  about 
one  square  mile,  and  is  bounded  to  the  north  by  the 
KioCobre;  to  the  south,  by  large  grazing  pastures 
and  woody  lands  -  to  the  east,  the  Kio  Cobre  again 
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%viruJs  its  course  ;  and  to  the  west,  the  red  hiJl.s  of  St. 
John  s  shelter  the  phiin  closely  approaching  the  St. 
Catherine  mountains  to  the  north  west,  and  formin^^ 
an  area  of  some  miles,  till  they  unite  on  the  north 
east  with  the  St.  Andrew's  mountains,  thus  producing 
an  amphitheatre  of  hills  of  surpassing  beauty  and 
Surrounding  iSpanish  Town  on  three  sides. 

8th.  Geolofry  of  ihe  plain,  of  St.  Catherine  s. — The 
superstratum  of  tlie  plain,  or  as  the  Spaniards  called  it 
the  Vega,  liardly  exhibits  more  than  a  trace  of  carbona- 
ceous soil  ;  it  is  for  the  most  part  an  earthy  clay,  rea- 
dily cohesive  and  sb)wly  receiving  vegetation.  The 
immediate  substratum  is  generally  a  siliceous  sand 
f>t  considerable  depth  in  some  places,  and  occa- 
sionally approaching  within  tvvo  inches  of  the  sur- 
face soil.  Beneath  the  sand  is  a  blue  clay — over- 
lying strata,  in  which  are  water  springs.  There 
are  parts,  however,  and  those  the  river  banks  with- 
in and  about  the  town,  which  are  a  humid  brick 
mould  of  considerable  depth,  a  deposit  from  disinte- 
grated trap  rocks.  The  talus  of  the  neighbouring 
hills  is  fragmentary  limestone,  exceedingly  mingled 
with  a  red  earth,  a  friable  clay  highly  charged  with 
oxide  of  iron.  If  a  magnet  be  drawn  through  the 
dust  in  the  streets  of  the  town,  it  will  be  seen  to  have 
taken  up  a  quantity  of  black  carbonate  of  the  same 
metal,  having  the  character  of  a  black  ferruginous 
sand.  This  sand  is  always  found  thickly  deposited 
in  the  water  courses  through  the  streets  after  rain 
floods.  'Yhe  river  soil  is  slightly  auriferous.  Small 
particles  of  gold  occur  in  the  brick  mould,  and  the 
pebbles  wirhin  the  stream,  are  composed  of  angular 
masses  of  black  basalt,  green  serpentine,  with  mot- 
tlings  of  white,  a  brown  grit,  and  pebbles  of  porphy- 
ry and  compact  limestone.  The  detrital  washings  of 
these  rocks  compose  the  river  sand. 

9th.  The  water  sheds  of  the  streets  are  all  minutely 
traced  in  the  accompanying  plans  of  Mr.  David  I). 
Scares,  the  town  surveyor.    The  general  descent  of 
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the  surface  washings  is  to  the  Rio  Cobre,  but  th^y 
flow  from  the  streets  to  all  bearings  of  the  compass  ; 
the  conduits  being  generally  the  roads  descending  to 
the  river,  but  as  frequently  also  to  the  several  gullies 
which  sweep  around  two-thirds  of  the  town,  and 
form  drains  for  the  savanna  waters  to  the  stream  of 
the  Cobre.  The  several  bridges  that  cross  these  gul- 
lies, are  set  down  in  the  police  law  of  St.  Jago  de  la 
Vega,  as  the  town  boundaries.  These  gullies,  while 
they  afford  facilities  for  drainage  during  heavy  rains, 
are  the  receptacles  of  a  great  deal  of  feculent  mois- 
ture, and  being  always  swampy,  in  light  showers 
they  give  rise  to  constant  streams  of  miasma.  The 
only  existing  artificial  drain  in  the  town  is  a  brick 
sewer  carried  from  the  barracks  to  the  river,  with 
occasional  gratings,  receiving  the  street  waters 
wherever  the  streets  intersect  the  drain,  but  per- 
forming the  office  of  a  sewer,  only  for  a  very  limited 
space,  and  that  for  the  southward  section  of  the  town 
only. 

There  are  two  incidents  that  attend  the  superstra- 
tum clay,  both  producing  a  manifest  influence  on  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  town.  These  are,  that  in 
wet  weather  the  surface  soil  is  a  sponge,  holding  con- 
siderable moisture,  whilst  in  the  dry  seasons,  it  is  an 
indurated  crust,  retaining  and  reflecting  heat. 

The  prevalent  arboreal  vegetation  of  the  plain  is 
the  cashaw,  (prosopis  juliflora)  witli  an  intermixture 
of  the  logwood  (hceraatoxylon  campeachianum.) 

10th.  Population. — By  the  census  taken  in  June, 
184.3,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  numbered  between 
seven  and  eight  thousand,  there  being  an  excess  of 
females  over  males,  of  one  thousand  . 

1 1th.  Occupations.  —Among  the  upper  classes  are. 
to  be  found  chielly  the  officials  of  government,  with 
some  few  of  the  learned  professions  ;  a  few  store  and 
shop-keepers,  but  the  great  mass  of  the  populati'on,- 
with  few  exceptions,  are  composed  of  trades  people,, 
mechanics,  sempstresses,  lodging  house  keepers,  do- 
mestics, huxters,  and  idlf:rs,  the  latter  far  exceeding'. 
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the  industrial  ])ortions.  These  earn  their  living  by 
occasional  jobs,  but  stealing,  and  vagabondizing,  and 
^squatting  on  vacant  lots  through  the  apathy  and  want 
of  attention  of  the  parochial  authorities,  in  allotting 
the  parish  lands,  arc  prevailing  evils. 

12th.  Buildi7igs.—Fe\\'  towns  of  the  dimension  and 
population  of  Spanish-Town  possess  within  them 
edifices  of  the  size  and  character  of  those  there; 
this,  no  doubt,  is  principally  to  be  attributed  to 
its  once  existing  wealth,  as  well  as  to  the  fact  of  its 
being  the  seat  of  government.  It  numbers  among  its 
chief  buildings,  one  Cathedral  church,  one  Episco- 
palian chapel,  two  Baptist  chapels,  one  Wesleyan 
chapel,  two  Synagogues,  nearly  all  of  them  capable 
of  containing  one  thousand  persons.  A  market 
place  with  three  houses,  for  the  accommodation  ol" 
the  traders,  a  railway  station  of  some  magnitude,  the 
public  buildings,  as  they  are  generally  called,  com- 
prising a  square,  nearly  in  the  centre  oTthe  town, 
consisting  of  the  government,  or  queen's  house,  on 
the  south  side.  On  the  north,  is  the  house  of  assem- 
bly ;  the  west  is  occupied  by  the  courts  of  law,  and 
on  the  east  is  the  secretary's  office,  and  the  public 
arsenal  ■  and  extending  between  them  is  the  colon- 
ade  with  the  temple,  under  which  stands  the  statue 
of  lord  Rodney.  I'he  centre  of  the  square  is  laid 
out  in  a  tasteful  garden,  w  ith  a  cistern  and  jet  d'eau, 
to  irrigate  it.  There  are  also  extensive  barracks  for 
the  accommodation  of  an  entire  regiment,  a  county 
jail,  a  district  prison,  a  parochial  hospital,  several 
school  houses,  and  a  magazine. 

There  are  at  present  no  remains  of  Spanish  build- 
ings in  Spanish-Town. 

I3th.  Government.— Sp^nhh-T own  possesses  a  lo- 
cal act  for  its  internal  regulation,  and  is  subjected  to 
all  the  existing  municipal  laws  besides.  'J'he  fifth 
of  William  the  fourth,  chapter  thirty-nine,  gives  am- 
ple powers  to  the  justices  and  vestry  to  enable  theni 
to  keep  the  town  in  a  state  conducive  to,  and  befit- 
ting sanidiry  purf)oscs.    Allhoiigh  tlic  act  is  deficient 
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in  many  respects,  still,  even  in  its  present  state,  taken 
in  conjunction  with  other  laws  applicable  lor  the  pur- 
pose, much  more  good  might  be  effected.    A  casual 
review  of  its  enactments  will  not  fail  to  make  this 
manifest,  did  the  authorities  avail  themselves  of  that 
which  it  contains.    By  this  law  provision  is  made  for  ' 
the  prevention  and  extinguishing  of  hres,  and  the  sole 
controuling  power  is  vested  in  seven  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, two  of  whom  are  to  be  justices  of  the  peace,  to 
be  selected  by  the  vestry  to  act  as  firewardens  ;  an  oath 
is  attached,  and  a  perialty  against  the  non-perform- 
ance of  duty.    Filth  and  rubbish  are  prohibited  from 
being  deposited  in  any  open  or  vacant  yard,  lot,  and 
decayed  houses  are  permitted  to  be  pulled  down. — 
Open  lots  are  to  be  enclosed,  under  penalty  of  for- 
feiture by  the  owner.    Retail  shops  for  the  sale  ot' 
spirituous  liquors,  are  not  to  be  opened  before  six 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  nor  after  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening*.  Gunpowder  and  spirituous  liquors  are  not  to 
be  sold  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  public  build- 
ings.   A  bell  is  to  be  rung  at  an  hour  at  night,  to  be 
fixed  by  the  justices  and  vestry,  and  all  drunken,  idle, 
riotous,  disorderly,  and  indecent  persons  found  in  the 
streets  after  that  hour,  are  to  be  apprehended,  and 
taken  before  two  justices,  who  are  authorized  to  in- 
flict a  fine,  or  commit  them  to  the  bouse  of  correction. 
A  power  is  given  for  the  apprehension  and  punishment 
of  vagrants,  and  galloping  horses  or  driving  furiously 
through  the  streets,  is  made  punishable.    There  are 
regulations  how  carriages  of  burthen  and  droves  of 
cattle  are  to  pass  the  town,  and  carriages  for  the 
transport  of  goods  are  to  be  licensed,  and  numbered. 
Impure  food  or  provisions  exposed  for  sale,  are  to  be 
seized  and  destroyed,  and  penalties  are  fixed  for  per- 
sons so  exposing  them.    A  person  is  to  be  appointed 
to  take  care  of  the  market.    Fresh  meats  and  fish, 
are  n(>t  to  be  sold  any  where  else  but  in  the  market 
during  the  hours  tha^t  it  is  open.    Places  for  slaugh- 
tering cattle  are  to  be  fixed  by  the  justices  and  ves- 
try, and  no  other  places  are  to  be  used  for  this  pur* 
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pose.    Hawkers  and  pedlars  are  also  dealt  with.  

Goats  and  hogs  going  at  large  in  the  town  are  to  be 
taken  up,  sold,  or  destroyed.  Power  is  given  to 
make  other  market  places.  A  tax  might  be  assessed 
^  upon  the  inhabitants  of  £600  over  and  above  all 
other  taxes  for  the  provisions  of  this  act,  until  a 
prohibition  clause  in  the  poll  tax  introduced  in  1847, 
and  yearly  continued  since,  divested  the  justices  of 
"dny  power  of  taxation  for  these  purposes.  The  jus- 
tices and  vestry  are  empowered  to  make  alterations 
and  improvements,  in  the  town.  A  surveyor,  town 
clerk,  and  other  officers,  are  to  be  appointed.  Pe- 
nalties are  laid  on  justices  and  vestrymen  for  not  at- 
tending vestries  when  summoned.  The  act  directs 
how  all  penalties  are  to  be  recovered  ;  how  persons 
aggrieved  by  it  are  to  obtain  redress,  and  within  what 
time  actions  and  suits  are  to  be  brought,  and  it  gives 
plaintiff^?,  on  recovering  damages,  full  costs.  Justices 
are  to  fix  the  clerk  of  the  peace's  fees,  a  provision  su- 
perceded by  a  general  enactment.  Places  are  to  be 
selected,  and  marked  for  bathing  and  washing.  Pro- 
duce, under  fifty  pounds,  is  to  be  sold  only  by  house 
holders.  A  moiety  of  all  penalties  is  to  go  to  the  in- 
former. The  boundaries  of  the  town  are  fixed,  and 
it  is  declared  a  public  act.  Several  recent  statutes, 
no  doubt,  have  materialh  interfered  with  some  of 
the  clau«^es  of  this  law,  but  certainlv  much  remains  of 
a  very  serviceable  nature,  which,  taken  conjointly 
Hvith  others  of  the  general  enactments,  would  unques- 
tionably do  much  towards  rendering  tlie  police  of 
Spanish-Town,  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  perfectly 
efficient.  Under  the  powers  granted  by  the  fifth  of 
William  the  fourth,  chapter  thirty-nine,  and  those  of 
the  twentieth  George  the  second,  chapter  ten,  the  sa- 
vannas, streets,  and  avenues  of  the  town  are  kept 
clean  and  in  repair.  The  means  for  these  charges 
liave  hitherto  been  obtained  from  a  tax  on  the  inha- 
bitants, assessed  under  the  provisions  of  the  annual 
poll-tax  law. 
The  custos  rotulorura  is  the  chief  functionary  of  the 
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town  and  parish,  and  is  appointed  under  commission 
framed  by  the  governor  ;  he  presides  at  vestry  and 
public  meetings,  and  is  ex-officio  trustee  of  several  of 
the  institutions  of  the  town ;  in  tlie  event  of  vacancy 
or  absence,  the  senior  resident  magistrate  fulfils  near- 
ly all  his  duties;  with  the  justices  and  vestry  entire- 
ly rest  the  enforcement  of  all  municipal  regulations, 
whether  for  the  care  of  the  institutions.  Or  the  health 
and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants,  and  though  they  la- 
bour under  many  restraints,  from  the  uncertainty  or 
ambiguity  of  the  laws  by  which  they  are  bound  to  be 
governed,  jet  it  cannot  but  be  admitted  that  much 
laxity  and  indifference  too  often  occur  on  their  part, 
in  not  rigidly  enforcing  those  laws  which  clearly  allow 
of  free  interpretation,  and  are  distinct  and  intelligible 
enough  for  all  good  purposes  ;  stricter  vigilance  on 
the  part  of  the  constabulary  force  might  be  insisted 
on,  and  a  determination  to  inflict  merited  punishment, 
without  distinction  of  persons,  for  breaches  of  the 
law,  would  effect  salutary  reforms  in  many  ways. 

I4th.  Pauperism. — The  eleemosynary  funds  pro- 
vided for  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  St.  Catherine, 
comprehends  aid  afforded  from  several  sources,  but 
distributed  almost  exclusively  to  the  people  within 
the  town.  Relief  is  here  administered  from  funds  an- 
nually provided  by  parochial  taxation  in  two  ways. 
First,  by  money  allowances,  weekly  distnl)uted  by 
the  churchwardens  to  regular  pensioners,  approved 
of  by  the  vestry  ;  and  secondly,  by  support  afforded 
to  persons  admitted  into  the  parochial  asylum  and 
hospital,  in  which  institution  they  are  both  housed 
and  fed,  and  attended  to.  Transient  persons,  indi- 
gent, and  destitute,  obtain  money  relief,  if  they  are 
found  to  be  deserving  objects.  13y  returns  made  to 
the  house  of  assembly  for  the  past  year,  and  publish- 
ed under  their  orders,  it  is  shewn  that  the  sum  of 
£1157  was  assessed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  pa- 
rish for  the  support  and  care  of  the  poor.  No  less 
than  twelve  hundred  acres  of  land  lying  unproduc- 
tive on  the  skirtfj  of  the  town,  and  held  in  trust  .by 
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the  [)aro<  liiiil  aulhorities,  iiiuler  the  provision  of  th^r 
tuentielh  George  the  second,  chapter  tenth,  for  tin; 
use  of  the  poor,  ought  to  be  made  available  for 
the  diminution  of  out-door  reliefs,  yet  notwithstand- 
ing of  the  total  jtIJ.57,  £bin  were  expended  in 
out-door  aid,  £.300  being  the  disbursement  h.r  the 
poor  house  and  hospital,  besides  £26  for  tlie  salary 
of  a  matron,  and  £240  for  medical  attendance  and 
medicines  to  both  out-door  and  in-door  paupers.  Jn 
addition  to  this  expenditure^  there  were  expences  for 
coffins  and  interments.  These  means  tor  the  relief 
of  the  sick  and  indigent,  are  further  aided  by  a  weekly 
offertory  collected  at  the  church  and  chapel  of  ease. 
A  fund  distril)uted  exclusively  by  the  clergy  of  the 
establishment,  and  amounting  annually  to  about  £300, 
over  and  above  the  provision  made  by  the  Vestry. 

I5th.  Sewerasie. —  The  only  sewer  in  the  town,  by 
which  the  refuse  is  removed,  runs  from  the  barracks* 
It  intersects  King  street.  White-church  street,  and 
the  public  buildings,  and  then  running  along  the 
side  of  Canning  lane,  crosses  Barrett  street,  and  emp- 
ties itself  into  the  river  near  by  the  side  of  the  ma- 
gazine. This  sewer  was  built  under  an  act  of  the 
island,  forty-seventh  of  George  the  third,  chapter 
twenty-third,  and  is  bricked  and  arched.  It  is  fre- 
quently out  of  order  by  the  iron  gratings  on  the  top 
and  across  it  breaking,  and  giving  admission  to 
quantities  of  straw  and  stable  stuffs,  which  choak  it 
up  and  obstruct  the  egress  of  ail  other  matter.  On 
these  occasions  it  emits  unwholesome  effiuvia.  The 
construction  of  this  sewer  is  unfortunately  upon  the 
worst  of  all  principles  ;  its  bottom  is  flat,  and  with- 
out mortar ;  and  in  various  places  it  is  crossed  by 
iron  gratings,  placed  apparently  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  persons  from  ascending  it.  Joining 
this  is  a  sewer  or  drain,  from  the  king's  house  and 
house  of  assembly,  lliere  is  also  a  short  drain  pass- 
ing under  the  vegetable  and  fish  market-house 
lengthwise,  but  from  the  absence  of  any  delivery 
pipe,  or  conduit,  it  frequently  after  heavy  rain  be- 
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comes  thoroughly  ohstructecl  and  most  iioisoniely 
offensive  to  the  whole  neighbourhood. 

16th.  H^r/^er  Spanish-Town,  supplied  by 

Lhe  Rio  Cobre  plentifully  with  water,  along  its  entire 
length,  running  north  and  south  by  its  eastern  boun- 
dary, is  further  aided  with  a  supply  by  a  company 
established  in  1834,  under  the  provisions  of  the  fifth 
of  William  the  fourth,  chapter  thirty-eight.  The  re- 
servoir premises  and  \vorks  are  at  the  uppermost  part 
of  the  town,  and  the  supply  is  procui-ed  from  that 
part  of  the  river  immediately  between  Brookes'  and 
Simpson's  fords.  It  is  raised  by  means  of  a  pipe 
placed  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  passing  thence  through 
a  tunnel  to  a  well.  It  is  worked  by  steam  power, 
and  is  sent  on  by  force  pumps  through  a  main  pipe, 
passing  along  Kent  street  to  the  reservoir,  which 
is  uncovered,  situi\ted  at  the  highest  part  of  the 
town,  at  the  end  of  Kent  street  and  between  Nu- 
gent and  Martin  streets,  from  whence  supply  pipes 
traverse  almost  every  street.  The  water  is  often 
thick  and  muddy,  unfit  for  drinking  purposes  until 
filtered,  but  this  only  occurs  after  heavy  rains  have  fall- 
en in  St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale,  and  caused  an  overflow 
of  the  river.  The  water  is  delivered  three  times  a  week, 
for  two  hours,  and  customers  are  compelled  to  resort 
to  the  use  of  cisterns  or  butts,  and  in  some  instances, 
large  Spanish  jars.  The  poorer  class  obtain  their 
supply  of  water  from  carts,  made  for  that  purpose, 
which  procure  their  water  from  the  river  at  one  of  its 
fordings  ;  this  is  sold  usually  at9d.  per  cart,  and  each 
cart  contains  from  forty  to  sixty  gallons  when  full. — 
The  washing  of  clothes  is  extensively  carried  on  along 
the  banks  of  the  river,  and  it  is  frequently  the  recep- 
tacle of  all  the  dead  animals  of  the  town,  as  well 
as  stable  manure,  filth,  and  rubbish.  The  stream 
in  some  i)Iaces  is  extremely  rapid,  and  plentiful, 
while  in  otiiers,  it  is  perfectly  shallow  and  slug- 
gish, lodging  on  patches  of  land,  many  impurities, 
and  occasionally  a  human  body.  As  there  are  no 
|)um|)s,  and  only  three  wells  within  the  town,  it  mav 
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be  said,  to  the  sources  above  mentioned,  Spanish- 
Town  is  solely  indebted  for  its  supply  of"  water.  

There  is  stated  to  be  a  spring  at  the  barrack  yard, 
which,  however,  is  at  present  closed  in  by  a  privy. 

i7th.  Manufactures. — With  the  exception  of  three 
or  four  brick  kilns,  there  are  no  manufactories  in  this 
town.  The  bricks  made  here  are  considered  good 
and  lasting,  and  are  chiefly  used  for  buildings  in  the 
town. 

I8th.  State  of  Streets. — The  report,  supplied  by  the 
town  warden,  which  is  appended  to  this  detail,  will 
clearly  and  fully  demonstrate  the  absolute  necessity 
for  immediate  steps  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  disease  and  death.  The  allot 
ment  of  the  parish  lands,  appear  to  be  s^enerative  of 
almost  all  the  nuisances  which  so  plentifully  abound 
here.  The  report  referred  to,  points  out  those  streets 
which  are  in  good  order,  and  those  that  require  re- 
pairs, as  well  as  ail  dilapidated  buildings,  and  vacant 
or  enclosed  lots  of  land.  It  has  been  carefully  and 
accurately  drawn  up  under  the  committee's  directions, 
and  may  trustingly  be  appended  as  part  of  this  re- 
port. Many  useful  suggestions  are  made  by  Mr. 
Soares,  who  has  taken  much  pains  to  inform  himself 
on  the  subject.  We  recommend  him  to  the  favour- 
able notice  of  the  Board.  He  is  deserving  of  consi- 
deration for  his  able  information,  as  well  as  for  the 
plans  of  the  town,  which  he  has  supplied  with  his  re- 
port. 

19th.  The  Public  Health, — The  prevalence  of  epi- 
demics, and  their  causes,  particularly  in  reference  to 
i^panish-Town,  have  had  much  of  our  consideration, 
and  might  be  treated  here  either  in  detail,  under  va- 
rious heads,  or  in  a  more  general  manner.  As  we 
consider  that  the  causes  and  spread  of  zymotic 
diseases  in  Spanish -Town  may  be  regarded  as 
perfectly  similar  in  features,  course,  treatment,  and 
results  to  those  which  have  prevailed  elsewhere,  it 
may  not  be  necessary  to  dwell  on  these  acknow- 
ledged points,  suffice  it  to  say,  as  incidental  of  this 
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report,  tiiat  epidemic  diseases  have  frequent ly  visit- 
fd  Spauisli-Towii,  and  in  no  instance,  within  our 
knowledge,  have  vheir  characteristics  and  causes 
[Jiftered  niaterially  from  tliose  which  have  existed 
at  otijer  phices,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  are  we  in- 
duced to  the  belief  that  this  town  has  suffered  less 
from  those  diseases  than  any  other  town  in  the  is^ 
land  ;  for  whenever  diseases  have  appeared  in  epi- 
demic form,  their  malignity,  virulence,  and  conse- 
quent mortality,  have  never  been  in  any  diminished 
ratio,  but  it  may  be  truthfully  said  that  Spanish- 
I'own  has  invariably  contributed  as  large  a  propor- 
tion to  the  afflicted  and  dead  as  any  community  of 
equal  size  and  number  of  inhabitants. 

In  the  endeavour  to  trace,  from  the  very  imperfect 
records  at  the  time,  the  extent  of  mortality  which  occur- 
red during  the  prevalence  of  small  pox,  which  disease 
prevailed  here  in  1830,  ataperiod  whenslavery  existed, 
thecorrectnessofour  information  falls  short  of  reliance, 
nonsequently  the  difficulty  of  procuring  statistical 
lacts  as  a  basis  for  calculation  has  been  exceedingly^^ 
great ;  however,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  prevailed 
and  resulte(l  in  m.uch  the  same  ratio,  as  subsequent 
experience  has  confirmed  in  respect  to  more  recent 
epidemics. 

When  scarlatina  appeared  in  Spanish-Town,  in 
1841,  it  shewed  all  the  malignity  and  fatal  results 
that  experience  has  pointed  out,  as  usually  accom- 
panying its  course,  where  localizing  causes  rifely 
prepared  the  inhabitants  for  its  reception.  It  raged 
through  the  town,  neither  respecting  rank,  age,  nor  lo- 
cality ;  all  classes  in  all  parts  were  sufferers  from  its 
effects,  while  the  mortality  may  be  said  to  have  been 
chiefly  confined  to  the  same  class  of  persons  who  so 
recently  formed  the  great  bulk  of  sufferers  under  the 
ravages  of  cholera. 

Fevers  of  several  types  have  their  corresponding 
influences,  and  at  various  periods,  within  the  last 
twenty  years,  have  spread  their  desolating  powers  over 
this  town.    Could  any  other  expectation  have  been 
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nrriTod  at,  than  that  should  any  epidprnir  appear  in 
this  part  of  the  island,  Spanish-Town  was  in  a  po 
sition  fuily  prepared  to  participate  in  its  devastating^ 
effects?  Regard  being  had  to  the  loose,  careless^ 
and  indifferent  manner  in  whicii  all  viorihinre  over  the 
health  of  the  people  generally  had  been  provided  for, 
the  whoJe  town  might  very  j-ustly  have  been  denouii- 
nated  one  overwhelming  heap  of  fdth  and  im])nrities 
Not  a  house  or  hut  was  free  from  contaminating  in- 
jfinences.  Swamps,  spread  far  and  wide,  covered 
the  surrounding  surface.  Pigslies  defiled  almost 
every  vard  ;  while  unwholesome  and  nnsonnd  food, 
with  delelerions  and  drugged  spirits,  were  dady. 
publicly  exposed,  for  sale,  and  readily  purchased 
and  consumed  by  the  oreat  mass  of  the  inhal)itants. 
Could  any  place  and  its  population  be  found  better 
suited,  or  more  congenial  for  the  spread  and  fatality 
of  epidemic  diseases  ?  Do  we  then  wonder  when 
cboiora,  with  its  attendant  mortality,  did  make  its 
appearance  in  Spanish -Town,  in  October,  1850,  that 
at  that  time  it  was  most  adequately  prepared  for 
their  baneful  reception  and  developement,  and  that 
verv  nearlv  four-fifths  of  its  inhabitants  should  have 
been  afllicted  with  choleraic  aflfection^  and  fully  one- 
third  of  those  should  now  be  "inmates  of  the  silent 
tomb  ?" 

That  there  are  numerous  localizing  causes  of 
the  existence  and  spread  of  diseases  in  Spanish-Town 
end  its  immediate  neighbourhood,  needs  not  further 
observation  than  what  can  be  afforded  by  passing 
through  the  town  on  a  day,  or  even  two,  after  heavy 
showers  of  rain  have  fallen,  when  the  subsoil  has  been 
thoroughly  saturated.  There  will  then  be  found  exhala- 
tions of  a  most  noisome  nature  arising  from  the  ground  : 
pools  of  stagnant  water  collected  in  all  directions, 
tiniting  extensively  fatal  miasmata,  carried  througlt 
the  iniluence  of  strong  breezes,  under  tlie  action 
of  a  powerful  noonday  sun  on  all  sides  ;  sewers 
aiid  drains,  few  in  number,  totally  obstructed  by  ac- 
cumulated vegetable  and  animal  matter,  sending  tortk 
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pestilential  materials  ;  buildings  of  all  sizes,  in  every 
direction  of  the  town,  in  dilapidated  and  dangerous 
stales  ;  rank  vegetation,  protruding  from  their  roofs  to 
thfir  foundations  ;  badly  ventilated,  unfloored,  unceil- 
ed,  and  in  every  respect  unlit  for  habitations;  yet  in 
•these  horrid  places  are  to  be  found  crowded  together 
men,  wom^in,  and  children,  by  day  and  by  night,  with 
scarcely  a  dry  s,pot  to  lie  upon,  still  less  a  covering 
to  shelter  them  from  cold  or  I'ain;  their  sleeping 
places,  most  frt;(juently,  a  door,  or  shutter,  if  pro- 
curable from  the  buildings,  and  if  not,  then  the  bare 
earth  with  Uieir  clothing  for  a  pillow;  only  one  suit 
of  clothes  in  their  possesion,  and  those  worn  until 
reduced  to  rags  from  dirt  ai.d  hlth  ;  then  let  there  be 
added  to  these  already  suthcient  predisposing  causes 
for  disei^se,  baflnessand  irregularity  of  diet;  the  use  of 
deleterious ardentspir-its;  thick, iujpure, and  unwhole- 
some  river  water;  e.\4:eusive  exposure  of  stable  and 
other  refuse;  the  tilth  v  state  of  the  streets :  the  existence 
of  pigsties  in  almost  every  yard,  and  otten  placed  in 
contiguity  with  the  dwellings;  privies  foul,  full  and 
generally  badly  constructed;  the  imm-ediate  proximi- 
ty of  grave  yards,  and  the  occasional  burials  of  .per- 
sons within  the  premises.,  exhaling  putrid  smells  ; 
the  existing  taste  and  desire  among  the  people  for 
night  orgies  and  reveis,  thus  coupling  fatigue  with 
exposure  ;  arul  in  addition  to  all  these  catises  fur  the 
prevalence  of  disease,  the  general  humidity  of  the 
Htmosphere  at  night,  arising  from  the  land  wind 
j>assing  over  the  river,  which  runs  to  the  north  of  the 
town,  and  bringing  morbilic  effects  into  almost  every 
house;  we  then  have  localizing  causes  enough  for 
•the  permanenc}  of  epidemic  diseases. 

'20\\\.  ]Sece..ssnrf/  mcasiu  es  for  the  reinovnl  of  local- 
izing; causes. — Having  thus  j^oiiited  out  the  manv 
general  causes  Uh'  4o<:ali5:ing  (ypideniic  diseases  iii 
Spanish-'l\)W  11,  it  becomes  expedient  to  otler  somi.' 
iigg«'Stions  as  l(»  those  tneasures  which  appear  nec-es- 
>.ry  lu  be  a(h)ptcd  for  t heir  removal  :ni(l  abalemeni. 
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— Ill  dealina:  with  this  subject,  it  will  be  quite  un- 
necessary to  premise,  that  an  expenditure  of  mo- 
ney, to  some  amount,  miglit  be  required  for  efifect- 
ing  a  thorough  and  radical  change,  and  that  tlie 
existing  laws  of  the  island,  are  far  from  adequate  for 
carrying  out  full  and  satisfactory  sanitary  reforms. 
— In  a  town  so  thoroughly  surrounded  and  enve- 
loped in  impurities  and  predominant  causes  for  the 
prevalence  of  disease  ;  we  view  the  importance  of 
health  to  a  community  exceeding  seven  thousand  peo- 
ple, as  of  supreme  consideration,  and  therefore  do  not 
hesitate  to  make  the  following  recommendations,  and 
to  urge  upon  the  Board  the  absolute  necessity,  of 
again  enforcing  upon  the  local  authorities,  the  rigid 
adoption  of  all  such  sanitary  and  public  regulations 
as  the  existing  laws  enable  them  to  carry  out,  and  to 
follow  up  their  exertions,  by  an  appeal  to  the  legisla- 
ture, for  such  further  salutary  improvements,  as  will 
tend  to  place  themselves,  their  families,  and  depend- 
ants, as  well  as  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants,  upon 
safer  and  more  healthy  security.  Thus  they  may  ren- 
der Spanish-Town  once  more  a  clean,  wholesome  and 
thriving  community,  befitting  the  seat  of  government 
and  the  advancement  of  industry  and  civilization. 

21st.  Suogesied  remedies. — 1st.  That  tlie  swamps 
and  ponds  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town,  b( 
thoroughly  drained  and  filled  up,  as  well  as  all  other 
places  where  water  accumulates  and  becomes  stag- 
nant;  that  there  be  a  proper  formation  of  all  the 
streets,  roads,  and  thoroughfares,  by  Macadamizing 
Ihem  efficiently,  opening  trenches  on  their  sides  for 
the  free  passage  of  tlie  surface  waters,  keeping  clean 
the  gullies,  by  frequently  burning  off  the  rubbish  de- 
ported to  them,  and  making  viaducts  to  the  river; 
that  there  be  made  several  more  sewers,  properly 
fornicfl  and  bricked,  giving  them  a  graduated  (h- 
/scent,  for  the  pnrpos()  of  carrying  off,  below  the  towii. 
into  I  he  river,  all  superfluous  lillh  and  noxious  nial- 
trr. 

2nd.  Tiiat  pi•u^  ision  be  made  for  removing  daily  all 
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sweepings,  rubbish,  accumulations  of  stubie  and  other 
rei'use,  both  from  the  yards  and  streets,  and  for  burn- 
ing all  such  portions  as  may  be  unfit  for  agricultural 
purposes. 

3rd.  That  there  be  not  allo^ved  any  vegetation  of 
a  rank,  unsafe,  or  useless  nature  to  remain  about  the 
roads,  streets,  houses,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  any 
dwelling*. 

4th.  That  the  laws  be  rigidly  enforced  in  respect 
to  the  condition  and  safety  of  dilapidated  buildings, 
whether  operating  either  as  special  or  general  nui- 
sances, and  that  the  inclosure  of  all  open  and  vacant 
lots  of  land  be  compelled  by  penalties. 

5th.  That  there  be  frecpient  and  rigid  inspection 
over  all  articles  of  food  exposed  or  ojfiered  for  sale, 
either  in  the  shops  or  open  market  places  ;  and  that 
the  instant  destruction  of  whatever  ma  v  be  found  either 
impure  or  unwholesome,  whether  animal,  fish,  or  ve- 
tretable  be  attended  to. 

6th.  That  there  be  strict  police  regulations  as  to 
the  state  of  rum,  aniseed,  peppermint,  or  other  ardent 
spirits,  and  in  addition  to  a  ])enalty,  the  forfeiture  of 
the  licence  of  any  retailer,  who  shall  combine,  or 
cause  to  be  combined,  any  deleterious  article  in  the 
mixture  of  these  spirits. 

7th.  That  there  be  established  public  pumps,  with 
filterers,  in  convenient  situations  for  the  use  of  the 
poor,  and  for  washing  and  cleansing  the  streets  ;  that 
these  pumps  be  regulated  and  kept  clean,  at  least 
twice  in  each  week. 

8th.  That  all  hogs  and  goats  be  removed  from  the 
town,  all  dogs  found  at  large  without  collars,  be  des- 
troyed, and  that  all  pigsties  be  prohibited  within  a 
certain  distance  about  towns. 

0th.  That  there  be  a  stated  inspection  of  all  houses, 
yards,  privies,  &c.  &c.  enforcing,  by  penalties,  the 
cleansing  and  purifying  of  them,  at  least  twice  in 
every  week. 

loth.  That  the  burial  of  the  dead  within  one  mile 
of  the  town,  bo  prohibited  and  that  no  grave  be  less 
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W\i\\\  six  (Vet  in  (le{)}li,  and  no  grave  be  opened  uh- 
'd<.'r  ci  .period,  say  at  leuf^t  five  years,  and  the 

iperiuanent  ilosiiif;-  of  all  the  present  grave  yards 
within  town  be  re(pnred. 

I  Hh.  That  there  ha  linn  police  regulations  a.2;a!nst 
^vakes,  and  other  night  orgies  or  revels  ;  that  all  gaiui)- 
ling  be  -instantly  j)Ht  down,  and  the  (nil  penalties  of 
the  laws  in;licie<{  lor  drnnkenness,  noisv,  or  dis- 
'orderly  comhi-et  in  tlie  streets,  especially  dnrin;^-  ihe 
.ni<>ht. 

l"2th.  ThtiMe  siiould  be  an  aniple  (biily  supply  of 
pure  and  wholesome  water,  with  drains  estabiihhed 
in  connection  with  every  lionse,    The  principal  lands 
about        onl  skirls  ol  tht-'town  belong  to  tlie  parisii 
of  St.  (Catherine,  in  trust  under  the  law  to  the  jus- 
tices, ^^  hx)  are  frt^hoiders,  and  churchwardens  and 
veslrynien,  for  I  he  use  of  the  poor  ;  upon  these  are 
chieHy  to  Ix?  found  the  most  extensive  nuisances. 
We  woidd  rec-onnnend  that  the  trustees  should  forlh- 
with  adopt  measures  lor  resuming  Ihe  leases  under 
\vhi(?h  they  were  allotted,  and  that  ail  buildings  ^^  i^ich 
are  not  capable  <^f  being"  made  in  conformity  with 
complete  sanitary  regulations  slioubl  be  removed, 
and  that  no  future  leases  should  be  granted  to  any 
f>ersoM  whatever,  except  under  stringent   rules,  in 
respect  to  the  plan  of  erecting  them  and  to  the  sa- 
nitary recpn'sites,  as  to  proper   ventilations,  drains, 
sewers,  and  privies.    It  is  to  the  present  state  of 
these  lands  and  the  buildings  thereon,  that  idleness 
and  vagrancy  are  principally  lobe  tracetl.  'ihe  facili- 
ty of  finding  a  resting-  phice,  capal)le  of  afl'ording  a 
comfortless  shelter  througii  the  day,  with  oppoitu- 
nities  for  depravity  and  dissipation  at  nigiit ;  the  con- 
venience  the  dilapidated  buildings  afibrd  as  places 
for  secreting  stolen  goods  are  obvious  evils,    it  is  in 
the  hovels  on  these  lands  that  prostitution,  with  its 
•attendant  conserpiences,   prevails  in  unlimited  and 
licentious  revelry,  resulting  finally,  either  in  thecom- 
■mission  of  heinous  crimes,  or  the  augmentation  of  the 
^idready  overwhelming  pauper  list.    These  remark  -. 
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It  is  roailiiy  adiiiitled,  do  not  npply  to  all  tlie  oc- 
[•upants  of  the  parish  laiuls,  l>!it  i(  may  l)e  saivl,  (liiit 
to  a  verv  iireat  extent,  these  allotnieiits  are  iiiade 
property  i)y  the  very  worst  of  ch,aracters  ;  the  habi- 
tations ought,  for  ihe  credit  and  safety  of  the  whole 
r'ornniunity.  to  be  eitiier  razed  to  the  i^rouiid,  an(J  the 
lands  applied  to  better  purposes,  by  the  controuling- 
powers  ;  or  authority  should  be  obtained  for  dispos- 
ing'of  them  to  those  parties  who  would  readily  render 
Lhem  properties  of  some  value,  objects  which  the 
present  holders  are  either  unable  to,  efiect,  or  are  ift- 
Jisposed  to  accomplished. 

REPOllT  OF  l^HE  FOWXYVaRDEX. 

To  the  honorable  the  Commissioners  of  the  Central 
Jjoard  of  Ilea/ th,  Spanish- I'oivn. 

(iENTLEMEX, 

Agreeably  to  the  directions,  rereived  by  me  from, 
ri  committee  of  your  honorable  Board,  1  be^^  leave  to 
submit  to  your  consideration  the  foUowini;-  report  of 
:he  state  and  condition  of  the  town  of  St.  Jago  de  la 
V^ega,  viz. :  — 

MorsK  .STREET, 

No.  10,  lo,  16,  18,  IJ),  22,  and  26,  are  unenclosed 
ots  of  land,  with  dilapiriated  buildings  thereon. 
^  This  street  is  nn  ;i,  stratum  of  red  sand,  and  has  a 
'air  fall  for  the  discharge  of  rain  water,    it  has  been 
iatelv  Macadamized. 

RED  CHUKCH  STREET, 

No.  17,  20,  and  21,  dilapidated  houses,  and  one 
unenclosed  lot  of  land,  w  ith  a  quantity  of  cashaw 
trees  thereon.  This  street  is  on  a  stratum  of  sand 
md  clay,  with  several  ri-icsand  fVills.  It  is  not  Maca- 
Jaiii!.' ed. 
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SMITH'S  LANE. 
Jled  sand  and  clay. 

WHITE  CHURCH  STREET. 

No.  ],  Old  Jewish  burial  ground,  which  has  heen 
closed  up  for  the  last  thirty-live  years,  it  is  now  very 
foul,  and  requires  to  he  cleaned.  INo,  4,  9,  12,  5.0, 
and  56,  are  unenclosed  lots  of  land,  and  dilapidatecl 
ho  uses.  "^I  his  street  is  Macadamized  from  the  jiiiio 
tion  of  Old  Market  street  to  Canning-  lane.  The 
other  portion  is  a  public  road.  This  street  is  on  a  sub- 
stratum of  red  sand  and  blue  clay. 

KING  STREET. 

No.  3,  24,  30,  32,  38,  55,  56,  63,  (16,  68,  69,  70, 
71,  and  73,  are  unenclosed  lots  of  land,  with  old 
buildings  thereon  ;  upon  lot  No.  3,  there  is  a  goat 
pen,  which  is  very  offensive.  This  street  is  Maca- 
damized from  the  junction  of  Waterloo  street  to  El- 
lis street.  The  other  portion  is  common  road.  The 
substratum  of  this  street  is  blue  clav. 

BERRY  LANE. 

The  whole  of  tlie  land  in  this  lane  is  unenclosed  ; 
there  are  several  old  privies  and  old  buildings  ;  this 
is  a  common  road,  which  has  never  been  repaired. — 
Substratum  blue  clay. 

KENT  STREET 

Leading  to  the  river.  There  are  several  old  build- 
ings and  penguin  fences  in  it,  the  latter  very  foul, 
require  cleaning.  The  gully  binds  on  this  road. — 
Substratum  brick  loam.  The  road  is  impassable  and 
much  washed  away. 

WATERLOO  ROAD. 


This  road  leads  to  the  river.    There  are  several 
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lots  ofunenclosed  land  and  old  buildings  with  penguin 
rences  on  it;  this  road,  with  Kent  street,  embraces  a 
large  run  of  bind,  Avith  a  number  of  small  buildings, 
portions  of  which  are  much  dilapidated.  A  portioa 
of  the  substratum  of  this  road  is  red  sand,  and  the 
other  portion  is  brick  loam,  and  on  this  road  are  three 
brick-kilns. 

NUGPNT  STREET. 

The  land  leading  to  tlie  gully  is  \qxy  foul  and  re^ 
<|uires  cleaning.  No.  3,  40,  and  44  are  dilapidated 
houses  and  unenclosed  land.  A  portiom  of  this  road 
has  not  been  repaired  for  a  long  time  past.  Us  subr 
stratum  is  l>lue  clay,  except  a  portion  at  the  junction 
of  Old  Market  street,  which  is  red  sand, 

MARTIN  STREET. 

No.  10,  20,  34,  .3.3,  48,  49,  and  50,  are  unenclosed 
lands,  with  dilapidated  buildings  tliereon.  This  street,' 
from  Brunswick  corner  to  Adelaide  street,  is  IVJaca^ 
daniizeJ.    Its  substratunri  is  blue  clay. 

HANOVER  STREET, 

No.  6,  17,  21,  and  32,  are  unenclosed  lots  of  land. 
This  street  has  not  been  repaired  ;  its  substratum  i.i 
blue  clav.  A  foimdation  was  duo-  a  few  weeks  a"o, 
and  the  depth  of  the  blue  clay  was  four  feet  si.^  inches, 

youNG  stre;et. 

No.  1,  18,  20,  21,22,  27,  .30,  49,  51,  70,  71,  70,  77, 
'78,  79,  80,  81,  82,  84,  and  8(J,  are  unenclosed  lots. of 
land,  with  dilapidated  buildings  on  them.  This  street 
has  been  Macadami/ed,  except  that  part  of  it  imme^ 
diately  behind  the  barracks.    Its  substratum  is  bln^ 
'<*lay, 
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MORRISON  STREET. 

No.  4,  8,  15,  and  16,  are  vinenclosefl  lands  ainl  old 
})iiildings.  The  land  in  this  street  abounds  in  ca- 
shaw  trees,  and  requires  much  oleaniug.  its  sub- 
stratum is  blue  clay. 

FRENCH  STREET, 

No.  21,  25,  .30,  and  40,  are  unenclosed  lots  of  land 
with  dilapidated  houses  thereon,  and  im[)ro|>er  tire 
places.  This  street,  except  that  portion  of  it  leadiu^- 
to  the  Baptist  chapel,  is  Macadamized.  The  substra- 
tum is  blue  clay. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

No.  2,  3,  6,  1 1,  IB,  23,  28,  30,  31,  32,  33,  34,  .'^5,  36, 
38,  42,  44,  47,  50,  53,  54,  and  56,  are  unenclosed  lots 
•of  land,  with  dilapidated  houses  thereon,  with  impro- 
per fire  places.  This  road  is  on  a  stratum  of  blue 
<day,  and  is  not  Macadamized  ;  it  is  the  principal 
vvasjgon  road  into  the  town  from  the  parish  of  St. 
I'homas  in  the  Vale. 

It  requires  to  be  repaved. 

JOHNSON  LANE. 

This  is  a  private  lane,  subdividiiijs:  a  large  run  of 
land  on  which  are  a  number  of  small  settlers.  The  land 
appears  swiuupy. 

SILVER  WOOD  ALLEY. 

No.  3,  4,  and  5  arc  unenclosed  lots  of  land,  with 
old  buildings  on  some  of  tlicm. 

RUM  LANE. 

No.  1  and  3  are  unenclosed  lots  of  land,  with  old 
buildings  on  them. 
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WILLIAMS'  STREET. 

No.  15,  1(3,  and  18  are  unenclosed  Juts  of  land,  witli 
old  hnildings.  The  substratum  of  this  street  is  blue 
clay  ;  from  the  junction  of  Cumberland  road  to  the 
vice-chancellors  pen  is  Macadamized. 

BELMORE  LANE. 

In  this  lane  there  are  two  burial  grounds  belongings 
to  VVesleyan  and  Baptist  congregations,  and  it  em- 
braces a  large  run  of  land,  with  a  few  scattered  houses 
thereon.  A  portion  of  these  houses  are  in  a  dilapi- 
dated state,  and  are  uninhabited.  The  land  abounds 
\\ith  cashaws  and  penguins,  and  is  very  swampy. — 
substratum  is  a  yellow  clay,  slightly  mixed  with 
sand. 

PRINCE  LANE. 

There  are  a  few  scattered  houses  in  this  lane,  and; 
a  large  burial  ground  called  the  No.  3  burial  ground, 
around  which  there  are  numbers  of  scattered  graves, 
called  *'  Heathen  ground,"  at  the  end  of  \vhicb 
tliere  is  a  large  pond  called  "  Williams'  pond."  The 
vsubstratum  of  this  land  is  yellow  clay,  slightly 
mixed  with  sand.  It  abounds  with  penguin  fences 
and  cashaw  trees,  and  requires  cleaning. 

OLD  MARKET  STREET. 

This  street  is  Macadamized.  A  portion  of  the  sub- 
stratum is  yellow  sand,  and  the  other  portion  of  the 
street  is  blue  clay. 

MANCHESTER  STREET. 

Fr<Mn  the  junction  of  VVhite-church  street  to  the 
junction  of  King  street,  iind  froui  the  junction  of 
Young  street  to  Cumberland  road,  is  Macadamized. 
The  substratum  «f  this  street  is  l)bie  clay. 

H  h  t>  ■ 
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ADELAIDE  STREET. 

Several  lihenclosed  lots  of  l;ind.  Trom  King  street 
to  Martin  street  is  Macadamized. 

J^ECkFORD  STREET,  PEEL  LANE,  AND  CONSTITUTION 

STREET, 

These  streets  and  liane  require  to  be  repaired.  The 
substratum  is  blue  clay; 

WELLINGTON'  STREET. 

No.  7,  10,  II,  12,  21,  23;  28,  SO,  3\,  .34,  35,  36,  and 
40,  are  unenclosed  lots  of  land  ;  tlilapidated  houses 
are  on  the  greater  number  of  them.  I'lie  street,  from 
the  junction  of  White-church  street,  to  the  junction 
of  Yonno-  street,  and  from  the  junction  of  Oxford 
road,  leading'  to  the  Old  Market  road,  is  Macadamiz- 
ed.   The  substratunri  is  blue  claw 

CHAMBERS'  LANE. 

The  No.  2  burial  a  round  is  situated  at  the  ehd  of  this 
jane.  Several  old  and  uninhabited  houses,  with  a 
lot  of  cashaw  trees  and  penguin  fences,  are  on  this 
road.  At  No.  (i,  there  is alarge  swamp  w  hich  is  very 
offensive.  The  substratum  is  of  a  blue  clay.  The 
land  ivs  low  and  very  svvampy. 

OXFORD  STRfeET. 

S^Vei-al  lotrs  of  unenclosed  land,  with  dilapidated 
buildings  on  them.  A  ]jortion  of  the  buildings  are 
^tninhabited.  The  substratum  is  of  a  bbie  clay.  It 
has  been  Macadamized. 

ELLlwS'  STREET* 

No.  4-,  7,  inhrj  a,  are  Unenclosed  lots  of  htnd,  \vith 
^liiapiHated  buihiings  on  tliem.  This  street  has  ise-^ 
veral  risings-,  iand  requires  to  be  rrpffired.  I'he  sub" 
stratum  is  .sand v. 
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-^ONRON   LANE,    MELBOURNE   LANE,    AND  NUGENT 

LANE 

Poiiions  of  the  lands,  .situated  in  these  hines,  are 
menclosed,  butaljound  in  a  number  of  old  building's, 
rhe  lands  are  swampy  and  are  on  a  blue  clay  bed. 

CANNING  LANE  AND  BISHOP  LANE. 

A  lot  of  unenclosed  land  and  old  buildings.  Sub- 
stratum sandv. 

BARRETT  STREET. 

A  portion  of  this  street  is  on  tlie  Kingston  turn- 
pike road.    It  is  iMacadamized. 

BOURKE  ROAD. 

No.  5,  6>  9,  10,  and  12,  are  unenclosed  lots  of  land 
with  old  buildings  on  them.  A  great  portion  of  this 
road,  opposite  the  radway  terminus,  is  in  standing  ca- 
shaw  trees  and  penguin  fences,  and  on  a  blue  clay 
soil.  From  tlie  junction  of  King  street  to  Barrett 
street  is  on  a  substratum  of  yellow  sand.  This  road 
is  very  swampy,  and  requires  immediate  attention. 

Remarks. — The  liighest  part  of  the  town  is  Tac- 
key's  bridge,  the  land  having  a  gentle  fall  towards 
the  town.  The  rain  water  from  the  streets  and  lanes 
discharges  itself  into  the  several  gullies  and  fordings 
of  the  river— -at  the  race  course — in  Williams'  pond  — 
and  in  the  drain  leading  from  the  barracks  to  the 
magazine.  The  water  is  discharged  into  the  Rio 
Oobre.  The  streets  and  lane  are  free  from  water 
about  half  an  hour  after  the  rain  ceases  to  fail. 
From  the  natural  declivity  of  the  water  courses,  to 
its  point  of  discharge,  i  consider  that  surface  drainage 
would  answer  all  sanitary  improvemenuts  in  regard 
to  the  cleaning  and  drainage  of  the  streets. 

During  the  ihree  last  yeans,  I  have  been  employ- 
'ed  by  the  parish  as  town  surveyor;  four  miles  of  th^ 
%t4e€ts  and  lanes  have  been  Macadamized  in  the  cen* 
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tre  of  the  roads,  leaviiio-  the  sidings  only  sliaped  off 
as  water  courses.  Several  portions  of  tlie  water 
courses  have  been  paved  with  stones,  and  1  Hnd  it  to 
answer  all  j)urposes.  1  therefore  recommend  all  the 
Nidin.i^s  and  water  courses  to  be  paved  with  stones, 
and  the  streets  and  lanes  washed  with  tlie  rains 
would  be  kept  more  effectually  clean,  and  remaiji 
80  durinii'  drv  weather. 

The  company  of  the  Sligo  Water  Works  having  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  abandon  the  same,  and  it  being- 
likely  another  company  may  be  formed,  I  beg  leave 
to  say  that  if  the  water  was  taken  about  a  half  mile 
above  the  Hat  bridge  on  the  8t.  Timmas  in  the  Vale 
road,  that  point  being  forty  or  fifty  feet  above  the  le- 
vel of  the  highest  point  of  the  town,  a  continued 
stream  of  water  could  be  sent  into  the  town,  and  water 
closets  could  take  the  place  of  privies,  and  if  a  plug- 
was  placed  at  the  highest  point  of  each  street,  as 
marked  on  tlie  water  sheds  of  the  town  |)lan,  the 
streets  and  drains  could  be  washed  at  any  time  ne- 
cessary, w  hich  would  cool  the  earth,  and  increase  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants. 

"^Fhe  unenclosed  lands  are  at  present  receptacles  for 
all  descriptions  of  tilth,  rubbish,  &c.  and  are  so 
manv  nuisances  to  the  inhabitants.    There  is  an  act 
of  the  legislature  to  compel  the  owners  of  such  lands 
to  enclose  them,  but  it  has  not  been  acted  upon  for  a 
long  time,  and  would  be  found  not  to  answer  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  town,    "^rhe  greatest  portion  of  tlie 
unenclosed  lands  is  the  property  of  the  parish  of  St. 
Catherine.    Adjoining  the  house  of  correction  within 
the  town,  there  is  a  vacant  lot  of  land  on  which  the 
stones  broken  by  the  convicts  are  deposited.  The 
washing  water  from  the  prison  is  also  sent  out  there, 
and  forms  a  great  nuisance. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  commissioners  of  pri- 
sons be  called  upon  to  enclose  the  above  lot,  and  to 
have  a  drain  built  from  the  house  of  correction  to  the 
drain  leading  from  the  barracks,  say  one  hundred  and 
eighty  feet,  and  small  drain:t3  should  be  constructed  sin 
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the  prison  yard,  attached  to  a  luaiii  drain,  for  takini;'  oiX 
rain  water,  whicii  would  inalve  ihe  i)rison  dry.  A 
l)athing-  room  might  be  erected  lor  the  use  of  the  pri- 
soners, which  would  be  of  great  advantage,  and  would 
add  to  cleanliness  and  health. 

Mv  particular  attention  having  been  called  to  the 
parish  foot  lands,  situate  at  Tackey's  bridge  and  the 
race  course,  I  feel  myself  constrained  to  jjronounce 
them  great  nuisances.  The  greatest  portion  of  tliese 
lands  are  unenclosed  ;  the  whole  range  of  houses  ou 
them  appear  to  be  of  the  lowest  description,  being 
l)uilt  without  regard  to  order  or  comfort  ;  they  are 
occupied  by  a  large  population  ;  the  majority  of  whom 
-are  without  any  visible  means  of  subsistence.  1  do 
not  expect  any  improvement  in  the  parish  lands  aj> 
long  as  the  present  law  exists,  as  capitalists  will  not 
take  leases  of  them,  for  if  they  should  require  to  part 
with  I  heir  leases  they  w  oidd  not  (ind  any  purchaser, 
altliough  that  portion  of  the  land,  situated  near  the 
race  course,  is  cool  anti  considered  healthy,  being 
open  to  tlie  sea  breeze. 

The  erection  of  penguin  fences  about  the  town  is 
contrary  to  law,  its  enforcement  having  been  neglect- 
ed. These  fences  are  attended  with  great  danger  to 
the  town  in  cases  of  lire,  and  are  a  receptacle  for 
reptiles  and  vermin.  1  have  inspected  the  barrack 
privies,  bounding  on  Young  street,  w  hich  is  the  prin- 
cipal street  to  the  railway  ;  they  are  so  oSfensive  that 
})arties  going  to  the  terminus  are  conipelled  to  take 
other  and  inferior  roads  ;  one  of  the  privies  has  a 
spring  of  water,  at  the  depth  of  about  sixty  or  seven- 
ty feet;  with  the  advantage  of  this  spring  of  water  I 
would  recommend  that  a  force  pump  ))e  erected,  the 
water  cleansed,  and  a  range  of  closets  built  with  a 
drain  leading  to  the  race  course,  where  a  large  cess- 
pool might  be  erected,  and  the  present  privies  closed. 
The  nuisance  would  then  be  removed,  which  would 
be  of  great  benelit  to  that  part  of  the  town.  All  tlie 
privies  in  the  town,  with  few  exceptions,  require  im- 
♦uediate  cleaning. 
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The  town  j^Lillies  and  unenclosed  lands  slioul<l  be 
cleared,  and  all  the  large  trees  trimmed,  so  as  to  keej> 
up  a  free  circulation  of  air. 

The  Nos.  2  and  3  burial  grounds  attached  to  liir 
cathedral  of  tliis  town,  also  the  Baptist  and  Wesleyan 
burial  grounds,  are  situated  on  a  blue  day  substra- 
turn,  about  twelve  to  eighteen  inches  in  depth,  and 
the  lower  subtratuni  of  a  yellow  clay,  about  six  or 
seven  feet  in  depth.  During  the  rainy  season  in  Ma} , 
1850,  the  ?S^).  2  burial  ground  was  under  water,  and 
after  the  water  dried  up  or  ran  off,  1  found  that  seve- 
ral of  the  graves,  lately  dug,  w  ere  washed  out  two  and 
three  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  earth,  which  was 
owing  to  the  yellow  clay  dissolving  itself  into  a  puddle 
with  the  water  that  passed  off  into  the  sand  bed  be- 
low. 1  called  the  attention  of  the  parish  vestry  to 
the  same,  and  a  grant  of  money  was  made  for  filling 
up  the  graves.  J  would  recommend  that  drains  be 
cut  at  seven  feet  apart,  and  that  a  more  regular  sys- 
tem of  burial  be  established,  These  drains,  attached 
to  a  deep  cutting  leading  to  the  race  course  ponds, 
would  relieve  the  burial  grounds  from  being  swampy, 
as  they  hitherto  have  been.  The  authorities  of  the 
military  burial  ground  should  be  called  upon  to  put 
up  a  portion  of  the  wall  which  has  fallen  down,  and 
the  gate,  x^hich  is  now  constantly  open,  should  be 
locked  up.  Pigs,  goats,  and  other  animals  traverse 
it  during  day  and  night,  in  consequence  of  its  being 
left  open. 

During  the  prevalence  of  cholera,  two  portions  of 
the  race  course  were  taken  up  as  burial  grounds,  as 
will  appear  by  the  accompanying  plan.  Several  large 
pits  were  dug,  containing  from  forty  to  sixty  corpses 
each  ;  to  prevent  effluvia  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep 
up  large  mould  banks  over  them. 

There  is  but  one 'market  in  the  town,  situated  in 
French  and  Beckford  streets,  with  three  market 
houses.  A  pork  market,  which  is  in  good  order,  and 
well  ventilated.  A  beef  market  also  in  good  repairs, 
and  well  ventilated.    A  fish  and  vegetable  marked 
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lioiLse,  say  one  hundred  and  twelve  feet  long,  by 
twenty-one  feet  in  width  ;  seven  feet  liigh,  with 
two  large  ranges  of  stalls,  with  drainage  under  the 
bottom  of  the  building  for  the  discharge  of  rain  water 
from  the  market  place.  This  building  is  "very  low 
and  hot,  and  requires  the  roof  to  be  ventilated. — • 
From  the  filtii  of  the  fish  and  the  vegetable  matter 
collected  in  this  market,  the  efHuvium  is  strong  and  of- 
fensive. jViy  attention  has  been  repeatedly  called  to 
this  nuisance  by  the  inhabitants  generally  in  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood.  The  market-houses  should 
be  washed  out  at  least  twice  a  week.  The  market 
place  has  been  Macadamized,  and  a  stone  paved  drain 
laid  in  the  centre,  corresponding  with  the  market 
drain.  The  rain  water  discharges  itself  through  the 
market  drain,  which  occasionally  gets  choaked  up 
into  Oxford  road,  leading  to  the  race  course  pond. 

DAVID  DAVID  SCARES, 
*  7^owmL'ardcn, 
Spanish-Town,  isl  July,  1851. 
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KINGSTON. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report 
Upon  the  sanitary  state  and  wants  of  Kingston,  pre- 
sented, at  the  special  meetini,^  of  this  Board  on  the 
•19th  oi' June,  a  list  of  nuisances,  most  prominent  and 
easiest  of  removal,  and  without  the  removal  of  which, 
no  series  of  measures  for  the  sanitary  improvement  of 
a  town  can  be  complete.  The  committee  recapitu- 
late these  in  the  report  now  presented,  adding  otliers, 
and  entering  into  some  details  as  to  the  mode  of  cor- 
recting them. 

The  situation  of  Kingston  has  several  advantages 
in  a  sanitary  point  of  view  ;  its  site  is  dry — it  has  a 
gentle  slope  towards  the  sea,  in  the  direction  nearly 
of  the  sea  breezes,  and  there  is  no  swamp  nor  other 
deliterious  matter  in  the  direction  of  the  north  or 
land  breeze. 

Its  main  streets  are  spacious — the  }'ards  of  many 
of  the  houses  are  open,  and  not  overcrowded  w  ith 
vegetation,  but  the  narrowness  of  the  lanes,  and  the 
state  of  many  of  the  yards  belonging  to  them,  neutra- 
lize the  advantages  above  mentioned. 

It  is  chiefly  therefore  with  the  lanes,  as  being  in- 
habited by  the  poor  classes,  that  the  committee  have 
to  deal. 

The  slight  elevation  above  the  sea,  of  the  lower 
part  of  the  town,  precludes  the  adoption  of  a  system 
of  underground  drainage,  unless  at  very  great  cost, 
but  the  upper  part  of  the  town  partially  admits  of 
such  drainage  along  the  cross  streets,  at  the  ends  of 
wiiich  drains  might  be  continued  down  the  main 
streets  and  discharged  into  the  sea. 

But  it  is  observed,  that  very  great  objections  ar(^ 
made  to  the  discharge  of  drains  into  the  sea  at  all, 
unless  at  a  very  areat  distance  from  the  town. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  to  advert  to  the 
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itnprovemeiit  by  (Irainajj^e,  as  it  is  connected  with  the 
operations  of  the  recently  constituted  Board  ot'Com- 
niissioners  of  Kingston,  under  the  act  relating  to 
highways  and  bridges. 

The  committee  resume  the  list  of  nuisances,  enu- 
merating them  in  the  order  nearly  of  facility  of  re- 
tnoval. 

1st.  The  keeping  of  pigs  in  yards,  and  allow  - 
ing them  to  be  at  large  in  the  streets. 
•2nd.  Doo's. 
.*ird.  Goats. 

4th.  The  accumulation  of  offal  and  vegetable 
remains. 

5th.  Foul  water  thrown  into  the  streets  and 
yards. 

0th.  The  offensive  state  of  the  privies  in  many 
places. 

7th.  Stable  manure. 

8lh.  The  sale  of  salted,  putrid,  and  unwhole- 
some provisions. 

.0th.  Urine  from  stables, 
loth.  Cemeteries, 
llth.  Slaughterhouses. 

l*2th.  Persons  affected  with  yaws  and  other 
contagious  or  disgusting  diseases. 
The  followinjT  cannot  be  classed  as   direct  nui- 
nances,   but  they  are  objects  of  sanitary  improve- 
ment :  — 

I  'Mh.  Empty  houses  and  houses  not  ow^ned. 
14th.  The  improvement  of  the  water  which  is 
exposed  to  sun  and  air  in  the  reservoirs. 

15th.  Cleaning  brushwood  from  the  neiiih- 
bourhood  ;  the  following  modes  are  recommend- 
ed for  the  removal  of  these  nuisances. 

1st.  There  is  a  law  in  existence  for  the  re- 
moval of[)igs  from  the  streets,  but  not  from  tlie 
yards,  which  is  much  more  essential. 
It  is  suggested  that  an  agreement  should  be  made 
v,''i{h  their  owners  to  sell  tlicm  within  a  short  lime, 
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Jifter  tlie  expiration  of  which  they  shoiih]  l)e  forfeited 
to  the  ])ublic  under  the  sanction  of  a  law. 

2nd.  Dogs  may  be  disposed  of  accordinj^  to 
an  existins?  law%  which  prescribes  that  they  should 
have  a  collar  with  the  owner's  name  engraved 
thereon,  wanting  which  they  should  be  destroy- 
ed. 

3rd.  Goats,  exceedingsixin  number,  should  not 
be  allowed  in  yards,  unless  under  the  same  re- 
gulation as  that  regarding  stable  manure. 

4th.  Offal  veeetable  remains  and  rubbisli 
should  be  removed  daily  to  sites  provided  for 
the  purpose.*  Each  site  should  have  one  la- 
bourer at  least  to  receive  the  rubbish  and  to  co- 
ver it  over  as  it  arrives  with  about  six  inches  of 
earth,  or  it  may  be  got  rid  of  by  burning.  The 
Tid)bish  should  be  collected  by  the  occupants  of 
houses  in  baskets,  or  any  other  portable  recep- 
tacle, and  kept  ready  foi*  the  public  carts  when 
they  make  their  rounds. 

5th.  The  accumulation  of  foul  water  can  only 
be  prevented  by  the  construction  of  drains, 
eitlier  covered  or  opened,  but  the  amount  of  it 
may  be  lessened  by  requiring  that  clothes,  in 
large  quantities,  should  be  washed  outside  of 
the  town. 

Oth.  If  privies  are  used  exclusively  for  their 
purpose,  and  made  twelve  feet  deep  at  least,  the 
nuisance  arising  from  them  is  very  much  dimin- 
ished, as  the  liquid  matter  is  absorbed  by  the  dry 
soil  on  which  the  town  stands.  The  only  com- 
plete remedy  is  the  daily  removal,  but  a  great 
jmlliative  of  the  evil  would  be  the  occasional 
covering  of  the  soil-pit  by  a  sprinkling  of  lime, 
or  even  of  earth. 

7th.  Stable  manure  to  be  removed  by  the 

*  Since  (his  \v,ts  wridcn,  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  under  llio 
lii^^liwny  net,  at  (heir  meeting:  on  the  IVtii  oCJiiIy,  fixed  on  places  of  de- 
posit Tor  tlie  rnh!)ish  of  (lie  (-itv  ;  .nul  conlraels  arc  about  to  bo  enter- 
ed into  for  clcanin^u  it  eii(irely  away. 
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owners;  sites  to  be  provided,  and  the  simie 
course  followed  as  is  prescribed  in  ()arngnipb  4lh 
respecting  ofial,  &c. 

8tli.  Salted  provisions  not  to  ])e  permitted  to 
])e  exposed  for  sale  in  the  streets  ;  putrid  and 
unwholesome  provisions  to  be  seized  if  ofiei-ed 
for  sale  any  where,  and  lines  imposed  on  the 
sellers. 

9th.  Urine  from  stables  may  be  classed  as  a 
nuisance  of  the  same  kind,  and  requiring  removal 
equally  with  privy  soil;  it  migiit  be  collected  in 
pits  or  tanks. 

lOtli  and  11th.  No  burials  to  be  permitted  in 
the  town,  and  slaughter  houses  to  be  at  a  suffi- 
cient distance  to  avoid  becoming  nuisances. 

12th.  Persons  affected  with  yaws  and  other 
contagious  diseases  to  be  ])laced  in  separate  hos- 
pitals ;  one  to  be  erected  in  each  county. 

I3th.  Inquiry  as  to  the  power  to  be  given  for 
taking  possession  of  empty  houses,  and  houses 
which  have  no  legal  owners,  that  they  may  be 
used  for  sanitary  juirposes,  after  being  cleaned 
and  whitewashed  for  the  reception  of  the  occu- 
j>ants  of  overcrowded  houses,  as  soon  as  an  epi- 
demic threatens. 

I4th.  It  is  impossible  in  this  climate  to  pre- 
serve, in  a  state  of  purity,  water  which  is  exposed 
to  sun  and  air,  as  is  the  case  with  that  supplied 
to  Kingston  through  the  medium  of  the  open  re- 
servoirs at  the  cross  roads.  These  reservoirs 
sliould  be  covered  by  arches  supported  on  piers 
built  within  them,  and  they  should  be  converted 
into  filtering  tanks,  or  have  filtering  tanks  at- 
tached to  them. 

loth.  It  would  be  greatly  conducive  to  I  he 
health  of  the  town,  and  cheerfulness  of  theneigh- 
bourhf)od,  if  it  were  cleared  of  brushwood.  It  i^ 
only  necessary  to  mention  as  an  example  the  ef- 
fect, of  the  open  ground  at  the  race  course  and  Up 
l^l^k  camp.    The  labour  of  men  from  the  ])eni- 
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teritiaiy  would  be  well  bestowed  on  this  openi- 
tioii. 

H.  MITCflEL, 

J.  MAGHATM, 

C.  MACLEAlN,  M.D. 

P.  YULE. 

I  differ  from  t.lie  opinion  of  the  committee,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  foreaoing'  rej)ort,  that  a  system  of  under 
ii round  diainage  niii»lit  be  adopted  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  city,  or  indeed  in  any  part  of  the  city  ;  and 
even  could  it  be  adopted,  1  do  not  consider  it  would 
be  advisable. 

H.  MITCIJEL. 
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DWEFIJNGS  OF  Till:  POOR  AND  APPLl- 
(NATION  or  TOWN  PtEFUSE  TO  AGRI- 
CULTURAL PURPOSE^. 

Havinj?  describecl  in  a  previous  part  of  this  re{)ort 
the  low  condition  of  the  d\vellin»s  of  the  poor,  and  of 
the  peasantry,  the  Board  may  state,  in  general  terms, 
I  hat  in  order'to  improve  them  they  have  only  to  re- 
commend the  converse  of  this  description  as  a  rule 
to  be  followed. 

The  details  of  the  improvements  which  the  Board 
would  sugo:est,  are  very  few  and  simple,  so  as  to  be 
within  the  reach  of  all  ;  if  the  advantages  of  them  be 
ever  understood,  the  people  themselves  will  devise 
l)etter  dwellings,  according  to  their  own  fancies. 

The  Board  propose,  as  the  tirst  step,  the  offer  of 
inducements  to  them,  the  readiest  being  tlte  gift  of 
prizes  to  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  the  best  kept 
houses,  thus,  by  degrees,  leading  them  on  to  lake  a 
pride  in  them. 

The  Board  are  not  entitled  to  regard  the  state  of 
the  negro  houses  "  as  a  test  of  their  advancement  and 
progress  in  civilization,"  but  rather  as  a  proof  of  the 
people  having  been  trained  up  in  ignorance  of  what 
comfort  is. 

The  huts  of  the  slave  are  still  in  existence.  The 
Board  must  look  to  their  countrymen  at  home,  both 
in  the  Higldands  and  in  Ireland,  bel'ore  they  reproach 
tlie  negro  for  his  indolence. 

The  practice  of  giving  prizes  has  been  f(Mind  effi- 
cacious at  home,  and  it  i.s  suggested  to  make  several 
conditions  of  entering  into  competition  for  these 
])rizes. 

1st.  The  elevation  of  the  floor  above  tlie  na- 
tural ground. 
This  shouh!  be  done  by  terrace  of  clay,  at  least  one 
foot  in  hei-hH),  and  extending  a  few  inches  beyond 
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the  wall,  (lie  eaves  projecting-  over  all  ;  the  floors  may 
be  paved  ov  not. 

The  elevation  of  frajned  buildings  on  pillars,  of 
which  there  are  many  examples  in  this  island,  is  a 
superior  structure,  which  can  be  afforded  only  by 
those  who  are  above  the  ordinary  class 'of  labourers. 
2nd.  Oj>enini>s  for  ventilation  under  the  eaves, 
or  in  the  gables,  also  in  the  form  called  cock- 
rafters. 

;3rd.  I'iiat  the  beds  shall  be  raised  above  tlie 
ground. 

It  is  not  sufficient  security  for  health  that  moisture 
does  not  actually  shew  itself  on  the  floor. 

The  imperceptible  evaporation  from  the  ground 
can  be  prevented  only  by  a  layer  of  clay,  or  other  ma- 
terials, a  wooden  floor  being  too  expensive. 

The  beds  should  be  placed  on  wooden  frames, 
or  still  more  simply  on  four  bamboo  posts,  tied  by 
withes  and  interlaced  by  common  net  work,  or  with 
canvass  stretchei's  between  them. 

A  certain  number  of  prizes  to  be  given  in  each  pa- 
rish, consisting  either  of  money,  presents,  or  medals, 
a  small  sum  to  be  given  also  to  unsuccesful  competi- 
tors. 

The  judges  to  be 


The  candidates  sbonld  be  ready  to  shew  tlieir 
bouses  for  inspection  at  any  time  when  it  may  be  con- 
venient for  the  judges  to  examine  them. 

With  respect  to  villages,  the  Board  would  ofter  the 
following  suggestions  : — 

That  the  houses  shall  be  at  least  }ards 
apart. 

That  sites  should  be  fixed  for  privies  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  houses  of  at  least  twenty  yards  to 
leeward. 

That  pigsties  should  be  as  far  as  possible  from 
the  houses, 
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That  no  trees,  excepting  cocoa-nnt,  should  be 
allowed  in  villa.2:es,  and  no  bushes,  excepting 
useful  plants,  such  as  pepper  plants. 

The  desire  of  privacy  in  dwellings  is  peculiar 
to  the  natives  of  Asia  as  well  as  to  the  Africans, 
and  it  is  most  easily  secured  by  trees  and  shrubs. 

Seclusion  can  be  obtained  otherwise  only  by 
requiring  a  certain  distance  between  each  hoijse^ 
sav  thirty  vards  at  least. 

Drains  siiould  be  made  through  the  lanes,  and 
no  stagnant  water  skould  be  allowed  near  any 
village, 

It  may  be  observed  generally,  respecting  all  houses 
1  this  climate,  that  thev  should  never  be  more  than 
ne  room  in  breadth,  so  that  a  free  current  of  air  may 
e  always  allowed  through  them,  and  in  towns,  where 
•ontage  is  limited,  additional  accommodation  should 
e  obtained  by  building  round  a  court  as  in  Spain, 
r  round  a  large  hall. 

The  subject  of  the  application  of  town  refuse  to 
gricultural  purposes  is  only  connected  with  the  ob- 
ect  of  this  13oard,  inasmuch  as  it  may  tend  to  facili- 
ate  arrangements  for  its  removal. 

Whether  the  demand  for  manure  for  agricultural 
nd  gardening  operations  near  the  Jamaica  towns  is 
uch  as  to  pay  the  cost  of  its  application,  admits  of 
onsiderable  doubt. 

It  ixS  necessary  that  experiments  should  be  made 
nd  time  afforded  for  ascertaining  the  results. 

There  are  only  two  classes  of  people  (and  they  are 
ery  different  in  condition)  who  might  take  advantage 
►f  town  soils  ;  planters,  whose  operations  are  on  a 
arge  scale,  and  the  labouring  occupants  of  small 
)at(:hes  of  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the  towns. 

With  respect  to  the  first,  they  possess  the  know- 
edge  and  the  means  of  calculating  the  benefit  wdiich 
hey  could  derive  from  being  near  towns,  and  the 
^oard  do  not  consider  themselves  in  a  position  to 
)oint  out  it  to  them.  All  that  can  be  suggested  is  to 
^commend  an  arrangement  with  the  town  authorities, 
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by  -which  the  contractors  for  the  removal  of  refuse 
might  be  bound  to  fill  any  carts  sent  to  them  for  the 
purpose,  on  due  notice  given  to  them,  the  applicants 
being  then  held  responsible  for  the  timely  attendance 
of  their  carts. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  towns  having  to  get  rid  of  re- 
fuse in  the  most  economical  and  speedy  manner,  can- 
not be  expected  to  do  more  than  afford  facilities  to 
proprietors  of  land. 

It  maybe  observed  on  this  subject  generally  as  re« 
gards  Jamaica,  that  there  being  few  towns,  excepting 
on  the  sea  coast,  the  sphere  of  their  usefulness  to  ad- 
joining land  is  very  much  limited  in  point  of  space. 

The  other  class  to  beconsidered  are  the  cultivators  of 
small  patches  of  ground  near  towns,  for  fruit  and  ve- 
getables, the  market  for  which  appears  to  be  too 
small  to  make  it  an  object  for  capitalists,  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  country  population  will  be  able,  for 
a  long  time,  to  contend  against  competition  arising 
from  partial  gardening  near  towns,  since  it  pays  them 
to  come,  as  they  do,  many  miles  (twenty  miles,  if  not 
more)  to  find  a  market. 

If  the  object  were  chiefly  to  prove  to  the  latter  clas& 
the  advantage  of  saving  every  kind  of  refuse,  it  ap- 
pears to  the  Board  that  the  only  way  in  which  it  can 
be  attained,  is  the  cultivation  of  a  piece  of  ground 
under  public  management.  The  labour  to  be  sup- 
plied from  the  penitentiary. 
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PROVISION  OF  MEDICAL  RELIEF. 

The  next  subject  to  be  considered  and  reported 
upon  to  the  legislature,  is  that  of  medical  relief," 
and  the  better  protection  of  properly  "  qualified 
uedical  practitioners  in  this  island,"  a  subject  which 
bas  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
and  has  been  regarded  by  its  several  members  as  one 
of  peculiar  interest  and  importance. 

The  want  of  efficient  medical  aid  in  almost  every 
parish  and  district  of  the  island,  is  patent  to  the 
whole  community,  and  unquestionably  demands  the 
immediate  interference  of  the  legislature,  in  order 
that  disease  may  be  guarded  against,  and  life  pre- 
served amongst  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  who, 
without  such  interference,  and  without  proper  pro- 
vision being  made  for  their  preservation,  will  not,  it 
is  feared,  be  the  dangers  that  beset  them  ever  so  ap- 
palling, arise  from  their  accustomed  apathy  and  indif- 
ference, and  provide,  at  their  own  instance,  and  in  a 
spirit  of  becoming  self-sacrifice  and  manly  determina- 
tion  for  the  competent  support  of  educated  medical 
men,  who  might  otherwise  be  induced  to  become  per- 
manent settlers  and  practitioners  amongst  them. 

in  dealing  with  this  important  subject  of  medical 
relief  to  the  poor,  the  Board  have  had  to  encounter 
many  difficulties ;  indeed  it  is  a  subject  beset  with 
intricacies  in  every  direction,  and  has  caused  the 
Board  no  little  perplexity  in  their  endeavours  to  ar- 
rive at  a  just  conclusion,  and  such  as  might  satisfy 
the  legislature  that  they  had  grappled  with  the  diffi- 
culties referred  to,  although  they  might  not  have  en- 
tirely succeeded  in  overcoming  them.  The  great  ex- 
tent and  irregularity  of  surface  of  many  of  the  pa- 
fishes — the  thinly  scattered  population — the  isolated 
|>osition  of  many  settlements— the  general  bad  state  of 
ilie  roads,  all  these  present  obstacles  of  no  ordinary 
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character  to  deal  with,  but  still  more  Cormidable  otien 
are  to  be  met  with,  springing  immediately  from  the 
people  themselves. 

Their  apparent  apathy  as  regards  their  own  lives, 
and  those  of  their  kindred  and  friends — their  total 
^vant  of  prevoyance — their  utter  neglect  of  all  sanita- 
ry rules  and  regulations — their  apparently  wilful  de- 
fiance of  all  the  dictates  of  nature — their  pestiferous 
habits — their  deep  rooted  prejudices — the  intolerance 
they  display  in  being  obliged  to  pay  for  regular  me- 
dical advice,  even  when  driven  to  it  from  the  failure 
of  all  other  means,  when  disease  has  run  its  life-de- 
stroying course,  and  the  hand  of  death  is  raised  to 
sti  ike  the  fatal  blow,  and  when  the  practitioner  of 
medicine  is  simimoned,  not  for  the  purpose  of  saving 
life,  but  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the  necessity  of  a 
coroner's  inquest  and  its  consequences — such  ar^ 
some  of  the  more  formidable,  such  manv  of  the  real 
and  solid  difficulties  which  encumber  and  surround 
the  question  of  medical  relief  to  the  poor. 

Some  would  deter  us  from  the  enquiry,  from  the 
attempt  to  correct  these  crying  evils,  by  reminding 
us  of  the  heavy  expence  requisite  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  measures,  and  urge  upon  us  the  impover- 
ished state  of  the  island,  and  the  enormous  load  of 
taxation  under  which  it  is  at  present  groaning.  As 
regards  these  latter  remarks  the  Central  Board  of 
Health,  though  fully  alive  to  their  truth,  and  giv- 
ing them  their  full  and  legitimate  weight,  still  cannot 
billow  them  to  operate  too  forcibly  upon  their  minds 
in  suggesting  remedies  for  evils  greater  even  than 
taxation,  or  any  of  the  other  ills,  which  affect  an 
overburthened  and  suffering  people.  They  will  again 
remind  the  legislature,  that  "  salua populi  est  summa 

The  welfare  of  its  popuhition  is  the  most  sac  red 
duty  of  a  government;  the  agricultural  population 
forms  the  sinews  and  strengtli  of  a  nation. 

That  this  duty  has  hitherto  been  fearlnlly  neglect-^ 
cd  in  Jamaica  is  undoubted.    The  labouring  mass  of 
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the  peo})le  have  been  left  to  take  care  of  themselves 
how  best  tliey  could.  But  little  attention  has  been 
paid  by  the  legislature  to  this  subject.  Laws  may  at 
times  have  been  framed,  but  they  have  not  been  en- 
forced. Affairs,  however,  have  now  assumed  a  more 
serious  aspect;  the  late  epidemic  has  drawn  public 
attention  to  the  subject,  and  every  one  is  alive  to  its 
importance. 

The  legislature,  during  its  last  session,  made  an  im- 
portant step  towards  medical  sanitary  measures  by 
the  appointment  of  a  Central  Board  of  Health,  whose 
duty  it  shouhi  be  to  enquire  into  the  sanitary  state  of 
the  island  ;  to  search  out  its  defects  and  ascertain  its 
wants,  and  to  remedy  certain  of  the  evils  which  it  ap- 
pears to  belabouring  under,  but  the  legislature  did 
not  clothe  the  Board  so  wisely  and  prudently  esta- 
blished, with  any  sufficient  power  to  remedy  the  evils 
that  might  present  themselves.  Bad  and  melancholy 
defects  they  have  discovered  in  the  system  they  were 
directed  to  enquire  into,  and  facts,  which  excited 
their  deepest  commisseration,  sorrow,  and  regret,  or 
their  astonishment  and  disgust ;  but  all  they  had  or 
have  the  po^ver  to  do  is  to  lay  such  facts  before  the 
legislature,  with  the  comments  of  the  Board  upon 
them. 

The  remedies  for  those  evils,  it  will  be  for  an  en- 
lightened legislature  to  provide. 

The  cause  of  our  population  not  increasing,  the 
cause  of  the  great  mortality  prevailing,  the  causes 
of  the  failure  of  all  emigration  schemes  are  traceable 
to  one  want — an  organized  sanitary  system.  As  be- 
fore stated,  all  these  evils  can  be  relieved,  the  un- 
healthiness  of  the  climate  can  be  mitigated,  the  mor- 
tality of  our  fellowmen  can  be  prevented  or  lessened, 
but,  in  order  to  accomplish  all  this,  strict  and  com- 
prehensive sanitary  regulations  must  be  established. 

The  more  immediate  object  in  view  just  now,  how- 
ever, is  to  consider  the  providing  of  medical  relief 
throughout  the  island,  together  with  protection  to 
uied ical  practitionef s. 
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In  treating*  upon  this  subject  the  Board  will  leave 
tlie  latter  portion  to  be  considered  separately  by  it- 
self. The  former  they  will  view  under  the  following 
heads  : — 

First.  What  are  the  causes  of  the  present  de- 
ficiency of  medical  men  in  the  island  ? 

Secondly.  What  measures  can  be  adopted  to 
remedy  the  existino-  evils  ? 
It  may  be  added  here  that  the  Board  have  received  a 
mass  of  very  interesting  and  important  evidence  on 
this  subject  from  several  of  the  custodes,  clergy,  and 
medical  gentlemen  of  many  of  the  parishes,  all  of 
which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  marked  "G," 
which  is  attached  to  this  report. 

During  the  period  of  slavei'y  every  estate  was  year- 
ly and  periodically  attended  by  a  medical  man.  On 
every  estate  there  was  an  hospital  or  "  hot  house,"  to 
which  was  attached  a  dispensary,  or  place  containing 
a  collection  of  necessary  drugs;  besides  this  a  per- 
son, generally  known  as  the  "  hot  house  doctor,"  was 
selected  to  attend  and  take  care  of  the  sick,  (the  hot 
house  doctor,  on  most  estates,  was  an  intelligent  man, 
who  had  been  for  some  time  apprenticed  to  some  re- 
gular medical  practitioner,)  to  administer  the  medi- 
cines, and  to  perform  the  minor  operations  in  surge- 
ry, such  as  bleeding,  tooth-drawing,  dressing  sores, 
&c.  &c.  under  the  direction  of  the  medical  attendant. 
Besides  this  every  estate  had  also  its  "  yaw  hu(,"  or 
hospital,  and  its  "  grandy,"  an  old  woman  who  took 
care  of  the  pregnant  females  before,  during,  and  after 
their  confinement.  She  also  superintended  the  infants 
and  young  children  on  the  estate. 

This  state  of  matters  ceased  totally,  or  partially,  on 
the  1st  August,  1^138.  This  was  a  sorrowful  day  for 
the  Jamaica  medical  practitioners,  especially  in  the 
country  parts.  Many  who  had  previously  been  en- 
gaged from  morning  till  niglit,  from  day  to  day,  in 
their  accustomed  rounds,  and  who  received  regularly 
and  at  stated  periods  fixed  and  often  large  amounts, 
suddenly  found  themselves  without  any  tiling  to  do. 
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The  no^ro  characler,  such  as  we  have  already  at- 
tempted to  pourtray  it,  coidd  not,  whatever  the  ne- 
cessity might  be,  brook  the  thought  of  being  attend- 
ed by  the  "  buckra  doctor,"  w  ho.  perhaps,  had  often 
had  to  detect  and  punish  the  feigning  of  disease. — 
Soon  after  the  new  order  of  things  was  established, 
numbers  of  medical  men  left  the  island  to  seek  their 
fortunes  elsewhere;  others  remained,  and  after  a 
longer  struggle,  followed  the  same  example.  Thus 
tliey  have  gradually  disappeared,  till,  at  this  moment^ 
whole  districts  and  parishes  are  without  a  single  me- 
dical attendant,  throughout  their  length  and  breadth. 

During  slaverv,  even  with  medical  attendance  and 
medicines  provided,  still  the  mortality  was  great,  nor 
can  we  wonder  at  this,  for  then  also,  as  now,  many  of 
the  necessary  sanitary  measures  were  neglected. — - 
Still,  by  the  provisions  then  in  force,  the  evils  arising 
Avere  certainly  modified.  Surgical  cases  and  other 
diseases  were  attended  to,  and  frequently  the  suffer- 
er was  restored  to  health  unscathed.  When  the  epi- 
demic disease  did  make  its  appearance,  recorded  facts 
shew  us  that  it  then  even  found  an  abundance  of 
food.  The  only  prevention  was  still  wanting,  a  sound 
sanitary  system.  Experience  has  most  clearly  point- 
ed out  the  fact,  viz.  : — that  the  causes  of  most  epi- 
demics are  preventible,  but  that  once  in  progress, 
though  they  may  be  mitigated,  or  their  violence  as- 
suaged and  shortened  by  sanitary  means  even  then 
fully  carried  out,  still  that  the  powers  of  medicine 
have,  comparatively  speaking,  but  little  influence. — 
This  has  been  proved  as  regards  all  epidemics. 

Dr.  Hancock  states,  *'  It  appears  to  be  a  universal 
fact  that  at  the  first  rise  of  an  epidemic  pestilence, 
the  proportional  mortality  is  always  greatest,  and  on 
the  contrary  at  the  decline,  whether  a  few  months  or 
weeks  only  compose  the  whole  career,  the  disease 
loses  much  of  its  fatal  character,  putting  entirely  out 
of  view  the  interference  of  medical  aid  in  either  case  ; 
knowing  this  to  be  the  law,  though  we  might  not  be 
liurprized  that  at  the  appearance  of  a  new  and  for- 
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midable  disease,  wlien  all  is  perplexity  and  alarm» 
medical  men  should  be  at  a  loss  respecting  the  pro- 
per treatment,  and  should  often  witness  the  unequal 
conflict  of  their  science ;  yet  we  can  scarcely  withhold 
a  smile  when  we  see  so  much  self-congratulation,  and 
the  numerous  cases  of  recovery  at  the  decline,  attri- 
buted to  some  improved  plan  of  treatment." 

It  is  not  here  intended,  in  the  slightest  degree,  to 
undervalue  the  powers  of  medicine  ;  at  the  same  time 
it  is  right  that  the  real  truth  of  the  matter  should  be 
laid  open  ;  the  fact  be  fully  made  known  that  pre- 
vention is  better  than  cure  ;  that  sanitary  measures 
and  not  medicine  ai"e  the  true  preventives  of  ej)ide- 
mic  diseases.  Independent  of  the  mere  providing 
of  medical  men,  sanitarv  nuians  are  necessary. 

As  an  mstance  of  the  lamentable  loss  of  life,  which 
daily  occurs  among  the  laboring  classes  in  the  coun- 
try parts  especially,  the  following  case,  which  has 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Board,  may  be  noted. 
A  strong  healthy  coolie  emigrant  was  attacked  with 
strangulated  hernia,  he  lay  for  seven  days  and  nights 
in  fearful  torture — at  the  end  of  that  period  he  made 
an  effort  to  go  and  seek  medical  relief  in  a  neigh- 
l)Ouring  parish,  (there  not  being  a  single  practitioner 
in  the  one  he  was  lying  ill  in.")  It  should  be  mention- 
ed he  had  already  availed  himself  of  the  aid  of  the 
druggist,  but  his  skill  did  not  detect  the  cause  of  suf- 
fering ;  writhing  w  ith  pain  he  tottered  on  his  way, 
till  at  length  overtaken  by  a  cart,  the  owner  of  which 
kindly  gave  him  a  seat  in  the  conveyance,  he  reached 
town  ;  his  friends  immediately  proceeded  to  obtain  the 
necessary  admission  into  the  hospital,  whither  they 
carried  him  a  corpse.  The  coroner  held  his  inquest, 
a  post  mortem  examination  was  ordered,  and  a  ver- 
dict duly  returned.  This  is  a  simple  case,  one  of  fre- 
quent occurrence,  but  conveying  a  most  instructive 
lesson  to  every  legislator,  to  every  one  who  maintains 
the  expensiveness  of  sanitary  meaisures.  We  have 
here  an  emigrant  induced  to  leave  his  own  home,  his 
fatherland,  tempted  no  doubt  by  fair  promises  and 
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representatit>ris— he  comes,  and  as  far  as  could  be 
ascertained,  he  appears  to  have  been  an  industrious 
hard  working  man— his  time  of  emigration  has  ex- 
pired— why  then  has  he  not  been  sent  back  to  his 
coantry  I— was  this  not  a  stipulated  portion  of  the 
contract?  Nevertheless  he  is  here  working-  for  his 
daily  bread — he  is  suddenly  attacked  with  disease, 
not  the  effect  of  viciousness,  but  one  of  those  to 
which  ail  m^inkind  is  subject — he  is  unable  to  pro- 
cure aid  ;  there  is  none  to  be  had  he  endures  mor- 
tal agony,  and  at  length  dies,  having  suffered  one  of 
the  most  painful  of  deaths  mar^  can  suffer  ;  here  then 
is  a  hard  working  Jivbourer  lost  to  the  community— a 
victim,  if  not  to  emigration,  certainly  to  the  want  of 
medical  relief  in  the  hour  of  his  sore  affiif^tion.  But 
still  the  mischief  does  not  cease  here  ;  his  mortal 
body  remains  after  death  to  be  disposed  of — the  cause 
of  death  (for  no  doctor  saw  him,  even  at  the  last 
gasp,)  must  be  known — it  must  be  ascertained  that 
no  iellowman  injured  him — the  appointed  ofBcer 
holds  his  court,  and  he  must  be  paid — the  island  pays 
him — to  form  a  judgment  the  jury  require  a  medical 
opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  death — to  give  a  correct 
one  a  post  mortem  examination  must  be  made — ^^the 
country  pays  for  this — the  verdict  is  returned — he 
died  from  the  effects  of  strangulated  hernia. 
man  did  injure  him  by  commission  ;  but  then  comes 
a  serious  question — "  was  he  in  any  way  injured  by 
omission  1"  Without  pretending  to  answer  it  affir- 
matively, or  otherwise,  this  Board  cannot  too  strong- 
ly  express  their  opinion  upon  the  absolute  necessity, 
as  well  in  a  humane,  as  in  a  moral  and  political  jioiat 
of  view,  of  medical  relief  being  provided  and  at  hand 
to  meet  all  such  cases,  as  that  of  this  coolie  emigrant. 
But  to  proceed  with  the  fact  of  his  death  and  its  con- 
sequences. We  have  shewn  that  a expense  to  the 
island  has  been  incurred  of  some  £t)  or  i*7,  and  now 
then  his  body  has  to  be  disposed  of.  A  coffin  must 
be  provided,  a  grave  dug  at  least,  although  he  wavsa 
heathen.    And  now  let  it  be  asked,  what  did  \Xm 
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death  arise  from  but  a  neglect  of  sanitary  measures; 
a  want  of  medical  aid  ?  Would  this  man  for  such  pur- 
poses have  cost  the  island  £7  ?  No.  The  Board 
cannot  express  too  strongly  their  conviction  that  sa- 
nitary economy  is  expensive  ;  add  up  the  sum  total 
of  similar  cases  occurring  during  the  year,  then  see 
which  is  the  most  costly  to  a  country,  the  neglect  of 
sanitary  measures,  the  loss  of  its  population,  or  the 
adoption  of  the  same  measures,  with  these  benefits  for 
their  object. 

As  regards  the  people  themselves,  we  have,  in  ano- 
ther portion  of  this  report,  seen  that  they  do,  for  va- 
rious reasons  assigned,  prefer  the  irregular  dabbler 
in  physic  to  the  regularly  educated  practitioner. — 
From  their  ignorance,  their  habits,  and  their  love  of 
the  mysterious,  they  prefer  the  quack  with  his  won- 
derful stories  and  dubious  nostrums.  For  the  same 
reason  they  flock  to  theobeah  and  the  myal  man ;  they 
seek  the  aid  of  their  dark  oracles  and  superstitions. 
They  compare  the  imaginary  success  of  these  vvith  the 
mortality  which  occurs  in  cases  where  the  medical 
practitioner  has  been  called  in ;  for  these  cunning  ras- 
cals, when  they  perceive  the  tyrant  death  advancing 
to  take  his  prey,  invariably  manage  to  decamp,  offer- 
ing some  excuse  for  their  conduct ;  a  frequent  one  is 
a  demand  for  a  larger  sum  than  the  friends  possess, 
with  an  assurance,  on  refusal,  that  the  cure  cannot  be 
wrought  for  less,  and  so  he  disappears.  The  medi- 
cal man  is  then  called  in  to  see  the  end,  and  too  of- 
ten gets  the  credit  for  having  been  less  successful  than 
his  cunning  and  unprincipled  opponent. 

To  overcome  entirely  these  prejudices  in  the  exist- 
ing generation  is  almost  impossible,  they  are  too 
deeply  rooted,  too  thoroughly  ingrained  in  their  very 
nature  ;  but  our  hope  must  be  in  the  rising  genera- 
tion— in  those  that  are  to  come. 

To  effect  the  desired  end,  it  will  be  requisite,  more 
or  less,  to  exercise  coercion.  To  make  stringent  laws 
which  shall  compel  them  to  do  what  is  deemed  right 
for  their  own  good,  and  the  good  of  their  posterity. 


Provision  of  Medical  Relief.  26r 


An  act  for  the  establishment  of  parochial  dispensa- 

es  and  medical  officers  was  passed  by  the  legislature 

f  the  island  during  the  year  1845,  (the  ninth  of  Victo- 

a,  chapter  forty-three,)  but  that,  after  a  fair  trial,  was 

»und  to  be  of  little  real  utility  to  the  people.  The 

pinions  of  numerous  medical  practitioners,  eustodes, 

id  rectors  of  parishes,  and  other  well  informed  per- 

)ns,  w  hich  will  be  found  at  length  in  the  part  of  the 

ppendix  marked    O,"  and  Annexed  hereto,  all  tend 

)   conlirra  the   correctness   of  this  conclusion,  as 

ell  as  that  of  the  necessity  of  furnishing,  by  le- 

islative  enactment,   aid  to  the  poorer  classes  of 

le   population   in  a  more  extended  and  practical 

jale  of  usefulness  than  that  afforded  by  the  bill 

bove  referred  to.    Here,  however,  a  most  serious 

ifficuity  presents  itself.    In  order  to  carry  out  an 

fficient  system  of  medical  relief,  how,  it  may  be 

lid,  are  the  funds  to  be  raised  for  supporting  it,  and 

om  v^hat  source  it  will  be  asked  is  the  money  requi- 

ite  for  that  purpose  to  be  derived  ?   The  bill  of  1845, 

ccording  to  the  evidence  adduced  before  the  Board, 

nd  set  forth  in  Appendix  "  G,"  would  appear  to  have 

een  a  failure  chiefly  in  consequence  of  the  medical 

id  therein  provided  not  having  been  furnished  gra- 

jitously  to  the  people;  and  the  Board  is  of  opinion 

bat  any  new  measure  which  may  be  adopted  for  the 

urpose  of  providing  medical  relief  to  the  poor,  in 

rder  to  secure  its  general  adoption  and  approval  by 

[lose,  whom  it  is  ohiefiv  intended  to  benefit,  must 

e  based  upon  the  principle  of  medical  relief  beings 

arnished  to  the  poorer  classes  without  any  direct 

harge  to  the  persons  requiring  it.    In  order  to  ac- 

omplish  this,  it  is  obvious  that  a  fund  must  be  pro- 

ided  by  the  state,  but  how  the  same  should  be  raised, 

r  from  what  source  derived,  the  Central  Board  have 

ot  evidence  before  them  to  determine,  nor  do  they 

enture  to  hazard  opinions  or  suggestions  which 

light  ()e  considered  by  the  legislature  as  beyond  the 

iir  province  of  their  enquiry. 

Taking  it  for  granted  that  the  legislature  will  pre- 
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pare  to  meet  the  difficulties  which  so  obviously  pre- 
sent themselves,  the  Board  would  urge  upon  the  le- 
gislature the  propriety  of  dealing  with  the  subject  as 
speedily  as  the  circumstances  ol"  the  country,  and  the 
pressure  of  other  important  duties  will  permit. 

At  the  present  time  the  relief  afforded  to  the  poor 
is  very  partial,  and  confined  chiefly  to  those  in  the 
towns,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  sav,  that  that  relief 
has  long  been  most  shamefully  and  scandalously  abus- 
ed. The  parochial  surgeon  is  often  called  upon  to  at- 
tend the  strong  and  active  man  as  a  pauper.  This  is 
wrong,  and  as  mischievous  to  the  public  as  to  the 
j)ractitioner.  Pauperism  is  already  increasing  at  a 
fearful  rate  throughout  the  island,  and  instead  of  be- 
ing fostered  and  encouraged  by  the  public,  it  should 
be  put  down  as  much  as  possible.  Let  the  really 
poor  and  needy,  those  who  cannot  work  from  physi- 
cal infirmities,  i)e  heeded,  and  let  their  remaining  days 
be  made  as  comfortable  as  practicable  ;  at  the  same 
time  let  the  lazy,  idle,  independent  pavper,  the  person 
who  can  but  will  not  work,  be  held  up  to  public 
scorn  and  contumely.  Let  him  be  deprived  of  all  his 
privileges  as  a  citizen — let  him  be  disfranchised.  It 
he  is  too  proud  to  work  for  his  bread,  consider  hini 
too  unworthy  to  receive  parochial  relief. 

The  Board  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  great  mistake 
to  do  so  much  for  the  poor  as  to  render  it  unnecessary 
for  them  to  exert  and  help  themselves,  and  of  all  gra- 
tuities abused,  none  are  more  so  than  medical  relief 
Every  one  who  has  had  experience  as  a  medical  at-  ^ 
tendant  on  the  poor  knows  well  that  a  pauper  is  in-  H 
variably  the  most  troublesome  patient  to  attend,  al-  " 
ways  discontented,  often  hardly  civil  in  answering 
questions  ;  vvasteful  of  medicines,  and  inattentive  as 
to  orders  and  directions  ;  and  this  is  generally  in  an 
exact  ratio  to  their  uniitness  to  receive  such  relief  on  ^ 
such  terms.  S 

Theahnost  liniversaliy  expressed  opinion  is  that 

^ry  parish  there  is  a  want  of  medical  men.    In  very  B 
'^in  anv,  are  there  at  present  suflicient  to  siip^^B 
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ply  tbe  requirements  of  the  respectable  part  of  the 
coininimity  during  the  prevalence  of  any  thmii-  like  an 
active  epidemic,  much  less  to  attend  upon  the  labour- 
ing classes  and  poorer  portion  of  the  community. — 
Some  parishes,  as  before  stated,  have  none  at  all,  as 
8t.  John's  and  St.  Dorothy's.  Others  have  several 
crowded  into  the  towns  and  their  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood, but  the  rural  districts  are  without  any. — 
All  the  gentlemen  in  their  evidence  allude  to  the  ter- 
rible want  of  dispensaries  ;  in  fact,  in  many  places  it 
would  appear  that  even  if  medical  advice  can  be  ob- 
tained, the  medicines  ordered  cannot  be  procured, 
and  often  if  the  drug  required  can  be  got,  it  is  at  a 
high  price,  and  of  little  or  no  value ;  it  is  adulterated, 
fictitious,  or  spoiled ;  its  virtues,  if  they  ever  existed, 
are  gone.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
many  drugs  are  very  much  adulterated  before  they 
reach  the  island  ;  (quantities  of  worthless  drugs  very 
often  are  sent  here  on  speculation  ;)  there  is  no  doubt 
also  that  tricks  are  played  by  some  of  those  who  pro- 
fess to  retail  them  here.  As  regards  this  latter  evil, 
a  provision  exists  in  the  act  instituting  a  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  Jamaica,  which  gives 
power  to  certain  officers  of  that  body  to  enter  into 
any  druggists,  and  destroy  all  spoiled  or  bad  drugs. 
No  instance  of  this  power  ever  having  been  exercised  is 
known  to  the  Board.  It  would  be  well  to  call  upon 
the  College  to  perform  so  necessary  a  duty.  The 
College  has  also  long  had  the  power  of  punishing  any 
illegal  practitioner  who  practices  for  fee  or  reward.-^ 
A  few  instances  of  this  being  enforced  have  occasion- 
ally occurred  ;  were  that  power  now  more  generally 
exercised,  quackery  and  empiricism  would  soon  be 
put  down. 

Another  great  want  is  the  formation  of  hospitals 
into  which  the  sick  poor  might  be  received.  A  few  of 
these  institutions  doexist,  but,  with  theexceptionof  the 
Kingston  general  hospital,  they  all  appear  to  be  de- 
void of  funds,  and  tiuis  their  utility  is  very  much 
•curtailed.    Small  hospitals,  containing  a  few  beds. 
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should  he  attached  to  every  village,  to  which  the  sick 
of  the  place  might  be  removed  in  case  of  sickness, 
or  for  the  purpose  of  undergoing  surgical  operations. 
It  is  quite  impossible,  in  many  instances,  to  perform 
these  with  any  thing  like  comfort  or  ease  to  the  me- 
dical  man,  or  with  advantage  to  the  parties  within 
their  dark  and  heated  hnveis. 

It  has  already  been  hinted  that  the  lower  class  ex- 
hibit a  great  dread  or  dislike  to  tlie  holding  of  a  co- 
roner's inquest ;  this,  properly' attended  to,  might  be 
used  as  a  compulsory  agent  to  force  them  to  attend 
to  such  sanitary  nieasures  as  may  be  established. 
With  regard  to  the  coroners,  the  Board  think  it  right 
to  remark  that,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  the  extent 
of  their  jurisdiction  is  too  extensive  ;  in  some  in- 
stances extending  over  seventy  square  miles.  The 
Board  would  suggest  that  tijese  districts  should  be 
subdivided,  and  a  coroner  appointed  to  each.  The 
general  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  referred  to  by  the 
Board,  appears  to  be  that  this  office  should  be  filled 
by  a  medical  man.  Tiie  advantages  of  its  so  being 
are  numerous  and  self  evident. 

The  Central  Board  would  suggest  the  following 
points  for  the  consideration  of  the  legislature  : — 

1st.  That  a  medical  relief  bill  should  be 
enacted. 

2nd.  That  the  different  parishes  of  this  island 
should  be  divided  into  districts,  and  to  each  dis- 
trict a  medical  practitioner  should  be  appointed, 
who  shall  reside  within  such  district,  and  attend 
upon  all  persons  within  the  same,  as  may  come 
within  the  provisoes  of  the  act,  twice  at  the  least 
in  every  week,  and  that  he  be  also  the  vaccinator 
of  the  district. 

3rd.  That  such  of  the  medical  men  as  are 
at  present  in  this  island,  who  choose  to  sub- 
scribe to  tiie  regulations  of  the  Board  in  this 
respect,  shall  be  selected  to  be  district  medical 
officers,  under  the  appointment  of  tlie  Central 
Board  of  Health,  and  that  all  vacancies  shall  be 
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filled  up  as  medical  men  arrive  in  the  island 
under  the  directions  of  the  said  Board. 

4th.  That  in  order  to  till  up  such  vacancies  as 
may  occur,  the  Board  shall  be  empowered  to 
engage  through  the  agency  of  some  competent 
medical  gentleman  in  Jb:ngiand,  and  have  sent 
out  to  this  island,  a  requisite  number  of  persons 
to  be  district  medical  oflicers  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board,  when  and  so  often  as  it  shall 
appear  that  vacancies  cannot  be  filled  up  from  a 
deiiciency  of  proper  quaiitied  medical  practi- 
tioners  in  the  island.  ^ 

5th  That  dispensaries  shall  be  established  in 
every  district,  to  be  placed  under  the  superintend^ 
ance  of  the  medical  ofhcer  of  the  district,  wkh 
such  a  supply  of  medicines  as  the  Central  Board 

l^P^^  '^"^^'^  ^--hed 
Oth  That  on.'  or  more  dispensers  shall  Hp 
appointed  l,y  the  medical  officer  of  the  district 
^"J'lff  t*'  the  approval  of  the  Board     Tha  k 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  dispensers  to  make  up  a 
prescriptions,  and  to  visit,  as  occasion  n^av  1 
qun-e  an.l  perform  any  minor  operations^fevt 

SotrofiiShrr:;  .et  "'xh.:.  t  ""r-' 

se-  previoi.  to  his  electi:?.  ^  shil  'produce  a "c^ 
hcate  of  havmg  diligently  servi^l  an  apn.tn 
ticeship  to  some  ie'>-iil  )rlu  r„,oi.fi  j  -^pP'en- 
for  thc  spaceof  fb  ,;vears^^^^^  practitioner 
certificate  as  a  dru/^t  '  ?rom  th  '  li^^.f 
Physicians  and  Surg^^'^hfrmafcl  ''^ 

^^ai^S  f^^Hr  " 

'    That  attached  to  this  building  sh.I.  K„ 
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two  well  ventilated  apartments  or  wards,  con^ 
listing  of  separate  bnildina^s,  one  for  males  and 
the  other  for  females,  and  attached  to  each  a 
room  for  tlie,  re^sidenoe  of  a  nnrse  or  attendant. 

9th.  That  tiie  Board  shall  he  anthorized  to 
import  from  England  or  America  supplies  of 
such  medicines  as  may  be  deemed  proper,  and 
that  the  same  shall  be  distributed  to  the  several 
dispensaries  throughout  the  island,  under  tlie  di- 
rection of  the  B(5ard,  and  that  the  several  dis- 
pensaries shall  be  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  any 
medicines  which  may  be  required  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  their  respective  districts,  at  a  rate  and  in 
such  manner  as  may  be  regulated  by  the  Cenhal 
Board  of  Health. 

10th.  That  such  district  officers,  ])eside  their 
said  apptnntraent,  shall  hold  that  of  registrar  of 
births  and  deaths,  in  the  place  and  stead  of  the 
present  registrars,  pnder  the  act  seventh  Victoria, 
chapter  fifty -fourc 
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PKOTECTION  TO  MEDICAL  PRAC- 
TITIONERS, 

As  closely  connected  with  the  subject  of  medical 
relief  is  that  of  protection  to  medical  practitioners. — 
There  is  no  doubt  that  of  all  debts,  that  of  the  medi- 
cal attendant  is  the  one  most  reluctantly,  paid  by  the 
generality  of  persons  in  all  conditions  of  life.  Why 
this  should  be  so  it  is  difficult  to  explain,  but  that  it 
is  a  fact  is  almost  universally  allowed.  In  this  island 
it  exists  to  a  jjreater  degree  than  in  most  other 
places.  It  is  the  more  surprising  that  it  should  be 
so  when  we  consider  the  fearful  suddenness  of  the  in- 
vasion, the  rapidity  of  the  progress,  and  the  fatal  na- 
ture of  disease  in  a  climate  of  this  kind,  where  it  mav 

ft/ 

truly  often  be  said — In  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in 
death."  One  would  suppose  that  the  common  dic- 
tates of  prudence,  the  mere  selfish  love  of  life,  the 
inestimable  value  we  all  place  upon  the  lives  of  those 
we  love,  would  have  rendered  the  claims  of  the  medi- 
cal attendant  the  very  first  to  be  satisfied.  He  is  of- 
ten, under  God's  blessing,  the  immediate  instrument 
of  relief  from  agonizing  pain  ;  to  his  skill  and  exer- 
tions are  often  to  be  attributed  the  saving  of  the  mo- 
ther's life  and  that  of  her  offspring  ;  to  him,  very  of- 
ten, as  the  only  source  of  human  aid,  do  friends  and 
relations  look  up.  During  the  moment  of  danger  he 
is  their  only  human  comfort,  their  only  solace.  While 
the  pangs  of  threatened  bereavement  sink  deep  into 
the  afflicted  breast,  his  presence  is  often  their  only 
hope.  On  such  occasions  a  species  of  adoration  is 
paid.  He  seems  like  Aaron  to  stand  between  the 
pestilence  and  the  grave. 

The  profession  is  one  which,  from  time  immemorial, 
has  always  been  remarkable  for  the  liberality  and  self 
devotion  of  its  members.  Seldom,  if  ever,  has  the 
cry  of  distress  been  raised  in  vain.    Time  and  sub- 
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stance  are  daily  bestowed,  and  life  itself,  by  the  majo- 
rity of  the  profession,  is  held  at  a  low  rate,  when  that 
of  a  fellow* creature  is  in  danger.  No  feeling  of  fear 
exists,  nor  for  the  pestilence  that  walketh  in  dark- 
ness, nor  for  the  destruction  that  wasteth  at  noon- 
day." 

In  spite,  however,  of  the  self  devotion,  in  spite  of 
the  hard  study  and  want  of  rest  by  day  and  of  sleep 
by  night  of  the  medical  man,  there  are  numbers  of 
persons  who  do  not  hesitate  to  call  upon  him  for  his 
services,  to  occupy  his  attention,  to  receive  and  make 
wse  of  the  remedies  supplied  by  him,  very  often  to 
trespass  without  limit  upon  his  time,  who,  at  the  mo- 
ment of  their  sending  for  him,  are  resolved,  in  their 
own  minds,  that  they  will  not  make  any  sacrifice  of 
their  accustomed  luxuries,  perhaps  vices,  to  defray 
the  expences  incurred.  It  may  appear  impossible 
to  some,  but  it  is  a  fact,  nevertheless,  that  persons  do 
exist  who  act  thus.  They  boast  to  their  companions 
that  they  never  have  paid  and  never  will  pay  a  doc- 
tor's account.  Others  profanely  say — "  Those  debts 
will  be  paid  in  Heaven."  These  instances  are  not 
iiypothetical,  they  are  not  imaginary  ;  they  are  solid 
truths  ;  they  are  facts  of  every  day's  occurrence. — 
There  is  not  a  medical  man  in  the  island  who  cannot 
adduce  instances  of  ingratitude  and  base  deception 
on  the  part  of  persons  to  whom  his  time  and  sub- 
stance have  been  freely  rendered  during  the  period 
of  necessity.  In  many  of  the  country  parts  it  is  a 
systematic  practice  for  men  to  call  in  the  services  of 
a  medical  attendant,  and  as  soon  as  the  patient  is 
sufficiently  advanced  to  remove  from  the  parish,  to 
sibsent  and  attempt  to  conceal  themselves  in  order  to 
avoid  the  payment  of  their  medical  account.  Instances 
have  been  mentioned  to  the  Board  of  persons  who 
have  had  the  temerity  to  report  their  own  deaths, 
when  applied  to  by  a  third  person  for  payment  of  this, 
perhaps  the  most  just  and  equitable  claim  upon  their 
worldly  substance. 

A  very  common  practice,  by  no  means  limited  to 
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fhe  lower  orders,  is  to  threaten  (when  asked  for  pay- 
ment) to  avail  themselves  of  the  insolvent  debtors  act, 
and  many  it  is  ascertained  do  so.  in  some  of  the  in- 
solvents schedules,  the  wholesale  cheating  practised 
against  members  of  the  medical  profession  is  too  evi- 
dent not  to  attract  notice.  One  instance  w^as  men- 
tioned on  unquestionable  authority  to  the  Board,  of 
a  case  which  occurred  a  few  years  back,  where  no  less 
than  nineteen  different  medical  men  appeared  in  one 
insolvents  schedule.  Other  instances  frequently  oc- 
cur which  shew  how  the  medical  man  is  made  the 
dupe  and  the  victim  of  designing  persons. 

The  following  may  be  cited  as  a  case  in  point :  A 
person,  perhaps  at  a  great  distance,  is  taken  ill ;  either 
he  or  his  friends  send  for  a  medical  attendant,  per- 
haps at  great  personal  inconvenience,  nay  privation, 
he  attends.  The  sick  man  is  verv  ill,  and  continues 
m  a  precarious  and  dangerous  state  for  some  days, 
during  which  the  doctor,  by  the  solicitation  of  sor- 
rowing friends,  is  kept  in  close  and  unremitted  attend- 
ance ;  he  continues  to  sink  until  at  length  death  puts 
an  end  to  the  sick  man's  suffering,  and  the  doctor's 
attendance.  Time  rolls  on — the  necessary  fees  for 
administering  npon  the  dead  man's  estate  are  paid  ; 
the  executor  performs  his  functions,  and  in  I  he  exe- 
cution of  them,  informs  the  medical  attendant  that 
he  regrets  to  say,  Mr.  so  and  so  has  just  lett  suffi- 
cient worldly  goods  to  cover  the  necessary  funeral 
and  testamentary  expences,  and  a  trifle  over,  which 
must  all  go  to  judgment  creditors.  This  is  no  ideal 
case.  Jt  is  the  reality  of  life,  and  its  stern  outlines 
constantly  present  the  medical  man  as  the  victim  of  his 
own  humane  feelings,  and  of  the  immoral  and  heartless 
deceits  and  fraud  of  those  for  whose  benetit  he  has  la 
boured.  The  medical  man,  it  may  be  broadly  assert- 
ed, is  differently  circumstanced  to  others  in  the  held  of 
professional,  and  indeed  of  almost  all  other  labour. 
On  an  application  to  the  lawyer  to  draw  up  a  settle- 
ment, or  to  send  out  an  action  at  law,  or  to  file  a  bill  in 
equity,  there  is  always  time  to  say,  "  the  fees  must 
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be  provided  for — the  cash  fees,  at.  any  rate,  must  be 
paid  down  ;"  to  the  baker  and  the  butcher,  and  the 
tradesmen  in  general,  the  option  of  refusal  to  serve  is 
open — tlie  known  honesty  or  reputation  of  the  per- 
son is  their  guide — the  refusal  of  a  piece  of  meat  for 
dinner,  or  a  loaf  of  bread,  or  a  coat,  or  a  piece  of  fur- 
niture may  be  borne  without  serious  inconvenience; 
the  morrow  will  perhaps  bring  the  means  of  procur- 
ing them  ;  in  the  meantime  no  one,  not  even  the  in- 
dividual himself,  can  blame  the  butcher  or  the  baker, 
or  the  tradesman,  for  his  prudence.   Why  should  he 
be  expected  to  give  away  his  property  without  remu- 
neration?   How  different  are  matters  in  the  case  of 
the  doctort— -he  is  sent  for  express — the  call  is  ur- 
gent— the  time  is  short — the  sufferer,  perhaps  a  per- 
fect stranger,  is  in  the  extreme  of  agony.     No  other 
medical  man  is  w  ithin  call.    What  is  the  medical  man 
to  do?  perhaps  he  has  already  experienced  the  ingrati- 
tude of  individuals  under  similar  circumstances — he 
hesitates— the  feelings  of  the  man  toiling  like  other 
men  for  his  living,  arise  within  his  breast,  and  he 
pauses  ere  he  commits  himself  again  to  the  labour 
that  finds  no  reward.    These  feelings  are,  however, 
but  momentary,  and  are  soon  overcome  by  the  dic- 
tates of  humanity.    He  goes,  he  Jittends,  and  again 
reaps  the  fruit  he  has  often  gathered  before.    If,  how- 
ever, previous  experience  of  the  ingratitude  of  others 
has  so  steeled  the  heart  of  the  medical  man  that  he 
does  not  relent— if  private  matters  require  his  time 
and  demand  his  attention,  so  that  he  cannot  go,  then 
how  quickly  does  evil  report  assail  him.    His  hard- 
hearted cruelty  is  talked  about ;  his  unnatural  con- 
duct is  made  the  theme  of  conversation.    The  piiblic 
journals  teem  with  notices  of  his  brutal  and  inhuman 
behaviour  in  refusing  to  afford  succour  to  liis  fellow- 
men  ;  and  perliaj)s  a  coroner's  inquest  records  hi^^ 
conduct  as  open  to  condemnation,  and  deservmg  ot 
public  odium  and  exposure.  ,    •  ,  j 

The  pMUcitv  of  medical  men  throughout  the  islanrt 
1.  too  obvious  not  to  be  admitted  by  all  cand>d 
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persons,  and  the  causes  of  this  have  been  very  gp- 
nerally,  and  ttie  Board  thinks  justly,  atiribuied  lo 
the  fact  that  no  proper  provision  was  made  by  the 
government  for  securing  the  services  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  duly  qualified  practitioners  when  the 
emancipation  of  the  slaves  was  accomplished.  The 
consequence  was,  tliat  whilst  many  of  those  who 
had  practised  on  the  different  estates,  and  wer^ 
once  in  possession  of  fair  professional  incomes,  left 
the  island  on  finding*  that  the  freed  peasant  would 
not  employ  them  ;  others  died  broken-hearted  under 
their  reverses  of  fortune^  or  devoted  themselves  to 
other  callings.  Those  who  still  remain  and  follow  the 
duties  of  their  profession,  especially  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts, find  that  they  cannot  subsist  solely  upon  that, 
but  that  they  must  embark  in  the  sale  of  drugs  and 
other  articles,  or  direct  their  attention,  and  give  up  a 
portion  of  their  time,  to  agricultural  and  other  pur- 
suits. Many  of  those  who  remain  it  is  feared,  ere 
long,  will  seek  their  fortunes  elsewhere  unless  the 
legislature  wisely  determines  upon  stepping  in  and 
enacting  such  laws  as  may  induce  them  to  remain  in 
the  country.  The  Board  would  strongly  recommend 
the  enactment  of  a  law  similar  to  that  which  obtains 
in  Scotland,  and  they  believe  in  France  and  Plrus^ 
sia,  by  which  the  medical  attendant  shall  have  a  pri- 
or lien  upon  a  deceased  persons  estate  for  the  set- 
tlement of  his  account. 

The  Board  would  also  suggest  that  a  clause  should 
be  introduced  into  the  insolvent  debtors  act,  by 
which  every  medical  account,  for  twelve  months  after 
jt  becomes  due,  shall  be  inadmissible  into  any  insolv- 
ent's schedule.  After  that  period  the  medical  attend- 
ant would  of  course  share  equally  with  the  other  cre- 
ditors. The  Board  consider  that  these  two  sugges- 
tions, if  carried  into  effect  by  legislative  enactment, 
would  afford  sufficient  protection  to  the  medical  prac- 
titioners, whilst  they  would  establish  the  relations 
between  doctor  and  patient  upon  a  more  moral,  equi- 
table, and  just  foundation. 
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REGISTRATION  OF  BIRTHS  AND 

DEATHS. 

Among  the  several  subjects  which  have  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  none 
can  be  viewed  as  of  more  importance  than  the  regis- 
tration of  births  and  deaths.  The  adoption  of  regis- 
tration in  England,  and  the  strict  regard  and  enforce- 
ment of  the  enactments  for  such  purposes,  prove  the 
estimation  in  which  the  salutary  regulations  of  those 
laws  are  held,  and  the  no  less  necessity  of  similar  en- 
actments and  regulations  for  the  like  purposes  has 
been  acknowledged  by  the  legislature  of  this  island. 
But  the  investigation,  with  leference  to  the  British 
statutes  and  the  Jamaica  enactments,  has  left  an  im- 
pression that  while  the  laws  of  registry  at  home  are 
regarded  as  of  the  mo^t  essential  use,  the  registry 
laws  here  have  been  rendered  almost  nugatory,  in 
accomplishing  the  object  of  the  legislature,  by  the 
ignorance  or  culpable  negligence  on  the  part  of  those 
w  ho  ought  to  have  been  guided  by  a  moral  obligation 
of  observance,  in  the  absence  of  any  penal  clause  in 
the  act,  compelling  the  duties  imposed  thereby,  and 
have  ensured,  from  a  sense  of  its  utility,  the  accom- 
plishment of  a  perfect  registry.  But  while  there  ex- 
ists such  manifest  indifference  to  some  of  the  best  re- 
gulations of  our  laws,  as  is  too  often  proved,  by  the 
non-fulfilment  of  duties  imposed  for  the  general  good 
of  society,  it  becomes  imperative  upon  the  legislature 
no  longer  to  leave,  what  may  essentially  benefit  the 
public  generally,  at  the  hazard  of  continued  careless- 
ness and  inattention.  The  registration  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  may  be  considered  to  have  been, 
from  the  earliest  time,  an  important  duty,  and  it  will 
be  found  in  several  parishes  of  the  island,  that  as  far 
as  possible  the  most  anxious  attention  has  been  shewn 
for  the  preservation  of  the  records  by  the  clergy  of  the 
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established  church.  It  may  be  remarked  that  the  re- 
gister book  of  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew  is  perfect  from 
the  time  of  the  possession  of  this  island  by  the  English. 
That  of  St.  Catheiine  is  also,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
perfect  and  for  a  period  of  thirty  five  year^,  including 
the  station  of  life  and  cause  of  death.  An  observance 
most  highly  to  be  commended  and  deserving  of  ge- 
neral imitation.  The  registers  of  the  parishes  of  St. 
John  and  Vere  also  commenced  early,  and  the  same 
may  be  presumed  of  the  register  book  of  Port-Royal, 
which  unfortunately  must  have  been  lost  in  some  ca- 
lamitous visitation  of  the  town  by  earthquake,  or  by 
the  great  fire.  Quarterly  returns  are  made  by  the 
clergy  of  the  diocese  into  the  bishop  s  registry  office 
in  Spanish-Town,  in  which  office  a  general  register 
of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  is  kept,  according  to 
the  provisions  for  that  purpose  made  and  provided  in 
and  by  the  clergy  act.  But  such  returns,  however  re- 
gularly recorded,  afford  but  very  partial  information, 
as  they  include  solely  Christian  members  of  the  esta- 
blished church,  and  those  alone  who  are  buried  in  the 
consecrated  yards  of  the  church  ;  thus  excluding  all 
unchristened  persons,  also  all  buried  in  private  burial 
grounds,  together  with  persons  of  all  other  denomina- 
tions and  creeds.  Thus  it  is  too  apparent,  to  be  more 
than  represented,  that  the  registers  alluded  to,  as  re- 
gards births  and  deaths,  are  insufficient  for  the  purposes 
long  wanted,  and  for  what  was  contemplated  by  the 
act  of  the  legislature,  passed  in  the  year  1844;  which 
act  provided  for  and  intended  a  full  and  efficient  re- 
gistration of  births  and  deaths,  without  excluding  any 
class  of  persons  whatever.  A  registration  of  births 
and  deaths  may,  by  many,  be  considered  to  be  more 
a  mere  matter  of  curiosity  than  of  fundamental  im- 
portance to  the  welfare  of  the  public.  But  if  properly 
carried  out,  its  various  benefits,  in  a  sanitary  point, 
must  be  acknowledged  as  of  the  greatest  conse- 
quence. By  means  of  the  registration  of  deaths,  the 
tracing  of  epidemic  diseases  is  often  illustrated. 
Thus  in  accounting  for  the  mortality  of  a  district, 
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an  excess  of  deaths  may  often  be  traced  to  particular 
circumstances,  as  the  existence  of  local  or  personal 
causes.  By  means  of  proper  registration  of  births, 
the  cause  of  infertility  observed  among  negro  women 
is  more  likely  to  be  ascertained,  and  the  great  mor- 
tality among  young  infants  explained  ;  and  it  must 
be  obvious  that  from  the  want  of  a  proper,  full,  and 
perfect  registration  of  births  and  deaths  the  benefit 
to  be  derived  from  a  census  must  be  much  diminished, 
if  not  altogether  rendered  inefficient.  It  is  of  usg 
in  pointing  out  what  trades  and  professions  are  more 
unhealthy  than  others  ;  as  thus  drawing  attention  to 
the  causes  and  the  remedy.  It  is  of  use  in  pointing 
out  which  are  the  unhealthy  districts,  so  that  they 
may  be  abandoned,  or  the  remedy  applied.  Again, 
in  a  political  view,  more  especially  in  a  country  like 
this,  where  emigration  is  considered  requisite,  and  in 
which  emigrants  from  various  countries  have  been 
introduced.  Further,  at  the  present  moment,  it 
would  be  inattention,  to  say  the  least,  not  to  refer  to 
the  registration  of  births  and  deaths,  as  valuable  in 
connection  witli  life  assurance  now  established  in  Ja- 
maica, with  the  promise  of  advantage  to  all  classes 
of  society.  In  this  important  improvement  in  our 
colonial  institutions,  it  is  of  paramount  use,  in  fact,  it 
is  the  basis  of  life  assurance ;  by  means  of  it  the 
mortality  tables  were  originally  drawn  up.  Through 
similar  tables,  which  must  progressively  be  provided 
and  established,  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  real 
condition  of  human  life  out  here,  must  lead  to  a 
steady  and  definite  guide  in  fixing  premiums,  and, 
while  giving  confidence  to  the  insurer,  must  afford 
the  criterion  by  which  assurance  companies  will 
have  to  estimate  the  advantages  and  security  of  con- 
tinuing their  branch  establishments  in  Jamaica. 

in  the  seventh  year,  (^1844,)  of  the  present  reign,  a 
bill  passed  the  legislature  entitled  "  An  act  for  re- 
gistering births  and  deaths  in  this  island,"  by  which 
it  is  declared  necessary  to  provide  the  means  for  a 
complete  register  of  the  births  and  deaths  of  her  ma- 
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jcsty's  subjects  in  this  islimd,  by  which  the  island  se- 
.cretiiry's  oitice  is  declared  to  be  the  general  registry 
office,  with  other  enactments  for  carrying  out  the  in- 
tention ot  the  legislature  in  reference  to  a  general  re- 
gistration of  births  and  deaths. 

in  the  eiiihth  vear,  (1845,)  of  the  present  reign  ano- 
ther bill  was  introduced,  entitled  "  An  act  in  aid  of 
the  seventh  Victoria,  chapter  hfty-four,"  declaring  all 
ministers  of  religion  to  be  assistant  registrars,  and  re- 
quiring them  to  transmit  returns  of  every  birth  and 
death  happening  in  their  respective  congregations 
to  the  parochial  registrars,  according  to  a  schedule 
to  the  said  act  annexed. 

These  two  acts  are  now  in  force,  but  have  hitherto 
failed  to  accom})lish  the  objects  contemplated  by  the 
legislature,  and  it  must  be  acknowledged  by  every  one, 
that  a  full  and  perfect  registration  of  births  and 
deaths  is  a  most  important  subject  for  the  many  rea- 
sons and  particulars  hereinbefore  referred  to,  and  is 
the  foundation  of  all  medical  statistics  and  sanitary 
improvements. 

The  Board  of  Healtii,  in  discharge  of  the  duties  to 
be  performed,  cannot  but  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  the  legislature,  as  occasion  presents  itself,  the  re- 
vival or  amendment  of  laws  coming  under  their  ob- 
servation; and  the  suggestions  now  offered  for  ren- 
dering the  registration  acts  now  in  force  more  perfect, 
appear  to  demand  legislative  attention,  inasmuch  as 
from  the  indifference  and  neglect  of  all  classes  of  the 
population,  in  carrying  out  the  salutary  provisions 
made  for  the  important  purposes  of  those  acts,  and 
from  the  defective  returns  annually  made  to  the  re- 
gistrar-general and  laid  before  the  legislature  of  this 
island,  the  necessity  of  further  and  penal  enact- 
ments, to  enforce  obedience  to  the  provisions  of  the 
acts,  must  appear  too  apparent  to  admit  of  dispute 
or  delay. 
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Suggestio7is  submitted  to  the  legislature  to  make  the 
acts  for  the  registration  of  births  and  deaths,  tiow 
in  force  in  this  island,  more  efficient  in  certain 
particulars. 

That  penalties  be  fixed  for  the  non-perforrii- 
ance  of  the  provisions  of  the  acts  seventh  Victo- 
ria, chapter  fifty>fo«r,  and  eighth  Victoria,  chap- 
ter forty-seven,  extending  to  all  parties,  whether 
persons  required  to  give  notice  of  births  and 
deaths,  or  persons  having  specific  duties  to  fulfil 
under  and  according  to  the  said  acts. 

That  on  the  notice  required  to  be  given  of  the 
death  of  each  and  every  person  according  to  the 
provisions  of  an  act,  seventh  Victoria,  chapter 
filty-four,  shall  be  stated  age,  profession,  or  oc- 
cupation, and  cause  of  death. 

If  a  medical  relief  bill  shall  be  passed  by  the 
legislature,  and  district  medical  officers  establish- 
ed thereunder,  as  suggested  by  the  Board  in  a 
preceding  part  of  this  their  report,  all  such  medi- 
cal officers  shall  be  appointed  registrars  in  their 
respective  districts,  in  the  place  and  stead  of  the 
present  registrars,  under  the  act  seventh  Victo- 
ria, chapter  fifty-four. 

That  in  any  police  act,  every  policeman  to  be 
-required  to  ascertain  and  report  every  birth  and 
death  within  his  beat  of  duty.  Every  inspector 
of  police  be  required  to  render  a  weekly  return 
of  such  births  and  deaths  to  some  one  of  the  re- 
gistrars in  his  district. 

That  the  master  of  every  vessel  coming  into 
any  port  in  this  island  and  landing  passengers 
and  crew,  shall  furnish  the  health  officer,  or  cus- 
tom house  officer,  with  a  list  nf  every  person  on 
board,  together  with  a  list  containing  any  births 
■which  may  have  taken  place,  as  also  any  death 
which  may  have  occurred  during  the  voyage. 

That  the  masters  of  any  vessel  leaving  any  port 
in  this  island,  shall  furnish  the  health  officer,  or 
custom  housjT  officer,  with  a  list  of  each  and  every 
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person,  crew,  or  passenger  leaving  the  island  in 
such  vessel,  specifying  the  names  of  such  of  the 
crew  as  may  have  died  in  this  island  during  their 
stay. 

All  ships  of  war  to  be  exempt  from  the  provi> 
sions  of  the  acts,  as  regards  officers  and  crew, 
but  all  passengers  shall  be  reported  coming  to, 
,oj'  going  from  the  island. 

That  as  regards  all  packet  vessels  trading  at 
the  ports  of  this  island,  the  names  of  persons 
coming  to,  or  going  from  the  island  only  shall 
be  given.  Also  a  list  of  any  passengers  thai  may 
have  died  during  such  passage,  or  of  any  births 
that  may  have  taken  place. 

Thus,  under  any  medical  relief  bill  which  may 
be  passed,  the  registrar-general  shall  be  a  medical 
man,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  at  stated  periods,  to 
draw  up  and  publish  bills  of  mortality  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  Central  Board  of  Health, 

It  is  further  submitted  that  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  previous  to  the  revival  and  amendment  of  the 
said  acts,  a  census  shall  be  taken. 
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CONCLUSION. 

In  concluding  this  report,  the  Central  Board  con- 
sider it  their  duty  to  state  briefly  what  has  been  done 
hy  them,  and  how  the  funds  committed  to  their  care, 
have  been  expended  up  to  the  present  time. 

At  their  first  meetin<:^  it  was  unanimiously  agreed 
to,  that  Dr.  Milroy,  one  of  the  medical  inspectors 
sent  out  by  her  majesty's  government  to  this  island 
for  cholera  purposes,  should  be  requested  to  attend 
the  meetings  of  the  Board.  This  he  complied  with, 
and  the  Board  had  the  advantage  of  his  experience 
and  assistance  up  to  the  period  ofhis  quitting  tiie  is- 
land. Since  w  hich,  difl'erent  members  of  the  Board 
have  received  communications  from  him  relative  to 
sanitarv  matters. 

At  the  same  meeting,  the  Board  placed  itself  in 
communication  with  the  Board  of  Health  of  England, 
with  the  inspector-general,  the  army  medical  depart- 
ment, as  also  the  heads  of  the  naval  and  ordnance 
medical  department ;  and  through  his  excellency 
the  governor,  with  the  different  governments  of  the 
other  West  India  islands.  It  is  witli  great  satisfac- 
tion that  the  Board  have  to  report  to  the  legislature 
the  ready  assurance  of  co-operation  they  have  receiv- 
ed from  these  various  sources.  The  Board  of  Health 
i»f  England  have,  besides  most  useful  suggestions, 
forwarded  to  this  Board  the  valua])le  present  of  many 
of  its  reports  and  other  papers.  They  have  also  re- 
ceived the  sanitary  enactments  at  present  in  force  in 
Barbadoes  and  I'rinidad. 

In  consequence  of  the  then  recent  extension  of  the 
cholera  to  some  districts  of  the  island,  not  previously 
Tisited,  and  also  of  the  re-appearance  of  the  disease  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  Kingston,  the  Board 
deemed  it  expedient,  uruler  the  fifth  clause  oftlieact, 
t'.T  draw  up  sucl)  rules  and  regulations  as  they  con- 
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vsidered  requisite  to  be  observed  in  ailected  districts. 
This  was  accordingly  done,  and  these  rules,  bye- 
laws,  and  regulations,  in  Appendix  marked  A,  were 
duly  submitted  to  his  excellency  the  governor  on  the 
19th  day  of  June,  and  1st  of  July,  1851.  At  the  same 
time  the  Board  considering  it  right,  previous  to  the 
issuing  of  these  rules  and  regulations,  to  make  known 
their  views  on  the  leading  points  in  the  history  of 
Asiatic  cholera,  bearing  on  the  subject  of  the  public 
health,  more  especially  in  reference  to  the  local  and  re- 
movable causes,  which  favor  its  developement  and 
spread,  and  to  tlie  most  eflectual  means  of  preventing  or 
mitigating  the  ravages,  published  their  firstnotification 
in  Appendix  marked  B,  No.  l,on  1st  July,  1851  ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  addressed  circulars  to  the  custodes 
of  the  several  parishes,  calling  upon  them  to  see  that 
any  existing  sanitary  laws  should  be  duly  and  effec- 
tually enforced.  Shortly  after,  on  the  17th  day  of 
the  same  month,  appeared  their  second  notification, 
in  Appendix  marked  B,  No.  2,  containing  suggestions 
for  the  treatment  of  malignant  cholera. 

On  the  28th  day  of  July  the  letter  in  the  Appendix 
marked  C,  No.  1,  was  received  from  the  clerk  to  the 
council,  enclosing  copies  of  proceedings  of  a  privy 
council  held  on  the  26th  of  July,  in  connection  with 
the  additional  regulation  of  the  1st  day  of  July,  sub- 
mitted on  the  2d  day  of  that  month  for  the  approval 
of  the  governor  in  council,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  regulation  in  Appendix  marked  C,  No.  2,  as  ap- 
proved by  the  governor  and  privy  council — which  re- 
gulation was  proclaimed  in  the  Jamaica  Gazette  by 
Authority  on  the  23d  of  the  said  month  of  July. 

On  the  I5th  August  theletterin  Appendix  marked 
J),  No.  1,  was  received  from  the  clerk  to  the  coun- 
cil, enclosing  copies  of  proceedings  at  a  privy  coun- 
cil, held  on  the  1 3th  of  that  month,  in  connection 
with  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  19th  day  of  June, 
sul)mitted  by  the  Board  on  the  25th  day  of  that  month[ 
for  the  approval  of  the  governor  in  council,  together 
with  a  copy  of  rules  and  regulations  in  Appendix 
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marked  D.  No.  2,  as  approved  of  by  the  j;:overnor 
and  privy  council,  for  districts  of  the  island  threat- 
ened or  infected  w^ith  any  epidemic  or  contagious 
disease. 

The  Board  having  taken  up  the  consideration  of 
quarantine,  summoned  and  examined  Dr.  Chamber- 
lane,  the  health  officer  of  Kingston  and  Port- T^oyal, 
as  also  Dr,  Walshe,  his  acting  deputy,  and  captain 
Cooper,  the  harbour  master  for  the  port  of  Kingston, 
their  evidence  is  set  forth  in  Appendix  E,  No.  \  — 
They  also  issued  a  series  of  questions  to  the  health 
r)fficers  of  the  various  outports.  These  queries,  toge- 
ther with  the  answers  of  the  respective  health  officers, 
are  stated  in  Appendix  E,  J\o.  2. 

The  Board  having  heard  it  reported  that  small 
pox  had  appeared  in  certain  districts  of  the  island, 
took  the  necessary  means  to  ascertain  the  correctness 
of  such  report,  and  having  satished  themselves  of  the 
truth  of  it  by  issuing  a  series  of  queries  to  the  medi- 
cal gentlemen  of  that  district,  which  queries  and  an- 
swers are  stated  in  Appendix  marked  F,  they  com- 
municated the  same  to  his  excellency,  the  governor,  in 
council,  who,  thereupon,  issued,  on  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, a  proclamation  in  the  Jamaica  Gazette  by 
Authority,  a  copy  of  which  is  set  forth  in  Appendix 
marked  G. 

The  Board  fitrther  placed  themselves  in  communi- 
cation with  Mr.  Dalrymple,  a  practising  medical  gen- 
tleman in  (the  affected  districts  ofTrelawny,  whom 
they  appointed  vaccinator.  They  also  forwarded  or 
ders  to  New-York  for  a  supply  of  vaccine  lymph;  in 
the  mean  time,  however,  a  supply  was  obtained  in 
Trelawny,  which  Mr.  Dalrymple  reports  was  exten- 
sively used,  and  supplied  to  the  different  surrounding 
practitioners  ;  in  fact,  as  yet,  tlie  disease  appears  to 
Jiave  been  circumscribed  in  its  ravages  oncl  extent. 
.0-n  th& 8th  of  September,  the  Central  Board  issued  a 
circular,  with  a  series  of  questions,  set  forth  in  Ap- 
pendix marked  H,  No.  1,  on  the  subject  of  medical 
relief,  as- also  the  sanitary  state  and  wants  of  the  dif- 
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ferent  parishes  of  tins  island.  These  were  issued  to 
the  ctistodes,  clergy,  and  medical  practitioners,  of 
the  several  parishes,  and  answers  received  thereto 
are  set  forth  in  the  said  Appendix  H,  No.  2. 

The  Board  regret  here  to  be  compelled  to  notice 
the  paucity  of  gentlemen  who  have  replied  to  these 
circulars.  The  two  former  classes  of  individuals  are 
holding-  public  appointments,  from  which  they  either 
obtain  honor  or  remuneration,  and  are  therefore  le- 
gally and  morally  bound  to  do  such  service  to  the 
state.  To  the  other  class,  viz. :  the  medical  practi- 
tioners, the  Board  are  sorry  that  so  few  have  deemed 
it  requisite  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  circu- 
lar, more  especially  as  the  object  of  the  enquiry  was 
to  supply  an  evident  numerical  deficiency  of  medical 
men  in  the  island,  and  also  to  better  the  condition  of 
those,  who  are  at  present  here,  and  others  who  might 
hereafter  arrive  here.  The  answers,  as  regards  the 
sanitary  state  and  wants  of  the  different  towns 
and  villages  of  the  several  parishes,  are  very 
short,  in  I'act  this  question  appears  to  have  been 
generally  misunderstood.  The  report,  therefore,  is 
confined  to  the  towns  of  Port-Royal,  and  Spanish- 
Town,  and  the  city  of  Kingston.  This,  however,  is 
of  minor  importance,  as  it  may  safely  be  said,  **  Ex 
uno  (Usee  omn.es And  in  the  section  on  the  preven- 
tion of  epidemic,  endemic,  and  contagious  diseases,  a 
statement  of  their  general  condition  has  been  intro- 
duced. Besides  these  circulars,  &c.  the  Board  have 
been  in  communication  with  tiie  authorities  and  me- 
dical gentlemen  of  the  following  parishes  :  Metcalfe, 
Westmoreland,  Hanover,  and  St.  James  ;  and  the  ap- 
plications, from  time  to  time  made,  received  every 
attention,  with  offers  of  such  relief  as  was  thought 
within  the  duty  of  the  Board  to  afford.  Very  recently, 
that  is  to  say  on  the  28th  day  of  October  last,  the 
Board,  from  the  urgent  representation  of  the  reverend 
H.  G.  Lawson  of  the  numljer  and  aggravated  cases 
of  cholera  in  and  about  the  district  of  Green  Island, 
in  theparisji  of  Hanover,  considered  it  proper  to  send 
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to  tlie  relief  of  the  suflerin<i-  inhabitants  a  medical 
^:entlenian,  Dr.  Camford  Smith,  recently  arrived  in 
the  island,  with  a  supply  of  proper  medicines  ;  and 
the  Board,  from  Dr.  JSmiths  experience  and  know- 
ledj^e  of  the  disease,  from  his  attendance  formerly  on 
cholera  cases  in  Scotland,  cannot  but  form  the 
strongest  expectation  of  the  best  result  from  his  ser- 
vices. The  Board  have  great  satisfaction  in  inform- 
ing the  legislature  that  their  first  notification  has  met 
with  the  approval  of  the  colonial  minister,  as  also  of 
llie  Board  of  Health  of  England,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  appended  copies  of  despatches  sent  to  the 
Board,  by  his  excellency  the  governor,  marked  1. — 
They  deeply  regret  that  their  usefulness  should  have 
been  here  almost  entirely  destroyed,  or  rendered  nu- 
gatory, owing  to  a  total  want  of  power  or  authority 
to  enforce  such  rules  and  regulations  as  they  deemed 
proper.  These  have  as  yet  remained  a  dead  letter. 
Jn  the  instance  above  alluded  to,  on  which  his  excel- 
lency in  council  issued  his  proclamation,  the  magis- 
trates of  Trelawnv  returned  for  answer  their  total 
incapability  of  enforcing  such  rules  and  regulations 
beyond  those  respects  which  were  already  provided  for 
by  existing  enactments.  Had  even  the  power  exist- 
ed, the  Board  are  doubtful  if  the  rules  and  regulations, 
drawn  up  by  them,  would  have  proved  as  useful  as 
could  have  been  desired.  There  appears  to  be  in  the 
law,  as  it  at  present  stands,  room  for  doubt  as  to  who 
should  carry  these  rules  into  operation,  and  who 
should  decide  when  and  where  they  should  be  en- 
forced. The  law,  no  doubt,  gives  to  the  governor  in 
council,  the  right  of  approving  of  such  rules  and  re- 
gulations as  the  Board  may  frame  ;  and  requires,  that 
before  they  can  be  enforced,  they  should  be  pro- 
claimed and  published  by  the  governor  in  the  Ga- 
zette by  Authority,  as  fit  and  proper  rules.  This 
being  done,  the  Board  submit  that  their  future  exe- 
cution for  carrying  out  rests  in  them.  The  gover- 
nor in  council,  having  the  pow  er  at  any  time  to  al- 
ter, amend,  add  to,  or  rescind  any  rule,  by  and  with 
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^he  udvico  of  llie  Central  Board.  Should  it  please 
ihe  lenishitiire  to  appoint  another  Central  Board  of 
jlealth,  it  is  suggested  that  special  care  should  be 
taken  to  make  tliis  point  clear,  as  the  Board  are  fully 
convinced  that  the  issuing  of  these  proclamations  by 
the  governor,  witli  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  coun- 
cil, on  each  and  every  occasion  that  may  beconsider- 
vi\  expedient  to  enforce  them,  would  entail  great  de- 
lay, and  seriously  aflect  the  usefulness  of  such  rules 
iiud  regulations. 

All  which,  we,  Avhose  names  are  hereunto 
subscribed,  being  Members  of  the  Central 
Board  of  Health,  present  at  a  special  meet- 
ing of  the  Board,  convened  by  public  notice, 
and  iield  at  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega,  this  29th 
day  of  November,  1851,  beg  leave  to  certify 
to  the  legislature  of  Jamaica. 

J.  GAYLEARD, 

President  *f  the  Council  and  President  of  the  Central  Board 

of  Health. 

,1.  WINGATE  JOHNSTON,  M.D. 

Dep^/tt/  In^pecioi'  of  JSai-al  Hospital  and  Fleets,  and  Senior  Me- 
dical Officer  of  the  Royal  Naval  Hospital  at  Port-Royal. 

LEWIS  QUIER  BOVVERBANK,  M  l). 

President  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Jamaica. 

P.  YULE, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  commanding  Royal  Engineers. 

We,  whose  names  are  hereunder  sub- 
scribed, members  of  the  Central  Board  of 
Health,  present  at  a  general  meeting  of 
the  Board,  held  this  1st  day  of  December, 
also  certify  the  same  to  the  legislature. 

C.  ML  ARTY  MORALES, 

Speaker. 

J.  M'GRATH,  M  R.C  S.L. 
o  o 
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fiige  135,  line  i'l,  for  members  read  member. 

—  136,  last  line,  for  ill-starved  read  ill-starred. 

—  137,  line  32,  after  civilized  man,  add  to  dwell  in. 

—  139,  in  a  note,  for  as  quod  read  usque  ad. 

—  \  U  ,  line  IH,  for  metropolis  read  city. 

Ill,  line  32,  for  independant  read  independent. 
42,  line  S7,  for  colapse  read  colapsed. 
45,  line  35,  for  metropolis  read  city. 

—  if)2,  line  15,  after  attendance  add  &:c.  &c. 

—  152,  lines  19  and  20,  dele  besides. 

—  }52,  ine  38,  for  found  read  seen. 

—  164,  line  3(5,  for  wilst  read  whilst. 

—  16(5,  lines  3  and  4,  for  subject  read  subjects. 
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TO  THE 

REPORT  OF  THE  CEx\TRAL  BOARD 

OF  HEALTH. 


APPENDIX  A. 

Mules,  bye  laws,  and  regulations,  drawn  up  hy  the 
Central  Board  of  Health,  for  ike  purpose  of  being 
submitted  to  his  excellency  the  governor  in  council, 
under  the  provisioiis  of  an  act,  passed  m  the  Jour- 
teentk  year  of  the  reign  of  her  present  majesty,  Vic- 
toria,  chapter  sixty,  entitled  "  An  act  /or  the  esta- 
blishing of  a  Central  Board  of  Health,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

1st.  All  swine  shall  be  immediately  removed  from 
towns  and  townships,  and  from  close  contiguity  to 
dwellings  in  riiral  districts,  and  all  pi^jsties  within 
towns  and  townships,  or  near  to  dwellings  in  rural 
districts,  shall  he  demolished. 

•2nd.  All  dogs  kept  in  towns  or  townships,  shall 
be  destroyed,  unless  provided  with  a  chain  or  collar 
by  the  owner  or  owners,  on  which  his  or  her  name  is 
distinctly  marked. 

;ird.  All  goats  shall  be  prohibited  from  wandering 
ai>oat  the  streets  of  towns  and  townships,  and  no  per- 

A 


T^oii  or  [)f'rsons  shall  lie  pcrmiltcd  to  keep  any  mitn- 
ber  oi'  goats  exceeding  s,ix,  in  any  one  yard  in  any 
town  or  townships. 

4th.  Ail  rnbiyh,  filth,  or  refuse,  of  any  kind,  de- 
clared to  be  injurious  to  liealth  by  the  Central  Board, 
j.hai]  be  removed,  at  frequent  periodical  internals, 
from  dwellings  and  their  immediate  neighbourhood, 
to  such  place  or  places  as  the  parochial  autliorilies 
may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint. 

«5th.  All  rank  vegetation  close  to,  or  any  thing 
fehat  obstructs  the  free  ventilation  of  air  around  dwell- 
ings, shall  be  cut  down  and  removed. 

()th.  All  dung  and  other  refuse  of  stables,  shall  be 
removed  daily  to  a  place  or  places  appointed  by  tlie 
parochial  authorities,  and  shall  there  be  deposited 
and  got  rid  of  by  burning  or  otlierwise. 

7t[i.  All  foul  stagnant  ditches,  pools,  gutters,  or 
drains,  shall  be  covered,  and  filled  up,  or  drained, 
and  all  accumulations  of  privy  soil  or  other  offensive 
decaying  matter,  near  to  human  dwellings,  and  which 
cannot  be  easily  removed  or  destroyed,  shall  be  co- 
vered  with  a  layer  o/ earth  or  lime. 

8th.  The  proprietor  or  occupier  of  any  house,  or 
}iouses,  not  provided  with  such  conveniences,  shall 
construct  and  erect  suitable  privy  or  privies,  for  the 
a^^commodation  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  house  or 
houses. 

9th.  All  houses  which  shall  be  [)ronounced  lilthy, 
or  unwholesome  by  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  or 
wherein  a  case,  or  cases  of  cholera  or  other  epidemic 
disease  shall  have  occurred,  and  which  shall  not  have 
been  inhabited  since,  or  w  here  no  me?ms  of  cleansing 
shall  have  been  employed,  shall  be  cleansed  and  pu- 
rified bv  lime-washing,  and  such  other  means  as  the 
said  Board  may  direct. 

lOlh.  That  an  ofhcer  or  officers,  to  be  appointed 
by,  and  acting  under  the  authorities  of  any  place,  or 
places,  w  here  the  cholera  or  any  other  epidennc  shall 
threaten,  or  actually  exist,  shall  enter  and  inspect  all 
oxanv  dwellinjjs  or  other  buildings,  avA  all  or  any. 
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ronrts  or  premises  around  such  dweliings  or  other 
huiUlinp:s  which  sh  dl  be  suspected  of  being*  in  an 
unwholesome  condition,  and  shall  require  the  own- 
er or  occupier  thereof,  or  any  person  having  the  cus- 
tody and  care  of  such  building,  to  remove  or  correct, 
M'ithin  a  reasonable  period  of  time,  to  be  by  the  said 
authorities  specified,  all  existing  nuisances  as  shall 
])e  declared  by  the  Central  Board  of  Health  to  be  in- 
jurious to  health,  whether  by  rendering  the  atmos- 
phere impure,  or  by  preventing  the  free  accevSS  of 
air. 

I  I  til.  The  said  Central  Boa?'d  of  Health  shall  have 
f(dl  power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  de- 
clare the  means  necessary  foi-  the  proper  ventilation 
of  any  building  or  buildings  used  as  a  dwelling  or 
dwellings,  and  such  means  shall  be  used  and  adopt- 
ed in  any  place  ov  places  named  by  the  said  Board. 

1 2th.  The  said  Central  Board  shall  have  lull  power, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  j)idl  down  and  re- 
move all  or  any  dilaffidated  ljuilding  or  i)uiidings 
^vhich  shall  be  uninhabited  and  in  a  fdthv  and  un- 
wholesofue  condition,  iniless  the  same  shall  be  forth- 
with repaired,  and  purified  as  the  said  Board  shall  di- 
rect. 

l:Jth.  The  several  local  authorities  throughout  this 
island,  in  their  respoctive  districts,  shall  have  full 
power,  and  they  <\yv  hereby  authorized  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  said  (Jentral  Board,  to  hire  or  procure, 
or,  if  urgently  necessary,  to  take  possessioii  of  unoc- 
ouf)ied  houses,  buildings,  or  other  tenements  suitable 
for  the  purpose  of  being  used  as  places  of  refuge  and 
retreat  for  sjich  persons  as  the  said  local  authoritiej^ 
may  see  fit  to  remove  out  of  iniVcted  houses  or  dis- 
tricts. 

I4th.  The  said  Central  Hoard  of  Health  shall  havo> 
full  power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  cojupel 
the  removal  nf  inmates  from 'houses  which  shall  \)v 
fleclared  by  any  duly  rpialified  medical  ukui.  uy  other 
person  acting  under  the  instructions  of  the  said  fK)ar(I, 
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to  be  unwbolesorae  from  overcrowding  or  otherwise, 

places  of  greater  sarety. 

15th.  The  Central  Board  of  Health  shall  have  full 
power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  engage  anv 
suitable  building  or  buildings,  or  a  room  in  any  build- 
ing for  the  reception  of  necessitous  persons  attacked 
with  cholera  or  any  other  epidemic  disease. 

16Lh.  The  said  Central  JBoard  of  Health  shall  have 
full  power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  require 
the  immediate  removal  and  interment  of  the  dead, 
and  to  make  and  issue  all  rules  and  regulations  re- 
specting burial  grounds,  means  for  the  removal  of  the 
dead,  and,  mode  of  sepulture,  and  to  prohibit  wakes, 
and  other  idle  congregations  of  persons  in  infected 
districts  or  places. 

5  7th.  The  said  Central  Board  shall  have  power, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  when  and  where 
requisite,  to  institute  and  establish  a  system  of  house 
visitation,  including  a  provision  for  the  supply  of  me- 
dical and  other  assistance,  and  of  medicines  and  ne- 
cessaries for  the  sick,  as  well  as  for  other  sanitary 
purposes. 

I8th.  The  said  Central  Board  of  Health  shall  have 
power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  require  the 
local  Boards  of  Health  of  the  several  parishes  in  the 
island  to  send  regularly,  and  by  every  post,  to  the 
secretary  of  the  said  Central  Board,  a  correct  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  persons  attacked  by  cholera, 
or  other  epidemic  ({isease;  of  the  number  of  deaths 
in  each  town  and  district  over  which  such  local  Board 
presides,  and  cr-itaining  such  other  particulars  as 
may  be  required  uy  the  said  Central  Board,  in  order 
that  the  information  so  obtained  hiay  be  made  public- 
ill  an  official  form. 

fV^rsons  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  said 
Central  Board  of  Heaitl).  shall  not  be  liable  to  any 
prosecution  for  any  alledged  injuries  to  projjerty, 
arising  from  the  enforcement  of  any,  or  either  of  the 
vJ)<)V('  l,\e-Iavvs,  rules,  or  regulations,  and  such  per- 
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sons  are  antliorized  to  plead  such  l)ye-]awp,  niles, 
or  regulations,  as  a  full  defence  to  any  proceedings 
instituted  against  them. 

I'hfc  public  and  parochial  authorities  of  this  island 
are  herehv  required  to  execute  the  above  bye-laws, 
rules,  and  regulations,  or  such  of  iheni  as  the  said 
Central  Board  shall  direct,  in  all  cases  where  the 
owners  or  occupiers  of  houses  and  tenements  shall, 
from  poverty  or  any  other  sufficient  cause,  be  unable 
to  carry  out  the  same. 

The  above  rules,  bye-laws,  and  regula- 
tions, were  passed  at  a  special  meeting  of 
the  Central  Board  of  Health,  holden  at  St. 
Jago  de  la  Vega,  on  Thursday  the  nineteenth 
day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  l  .ord,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

(Signed)  J.  GAYI.EAH!), 

President  of  the  Central  Board  of  Health. 


Additional  re<^'uIation  dratvn  up  hy  the  Central  IBoard 
of  Health,  J  or  the  purpose  of  being  submitted  to  his 
excelleuci/  the  ^  oDemor  in  council,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  an  act  passed  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  her  present  majesty,  Victoria,  chapter  sixty , 
entitled  '''An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Central 
J3oard  of  Health,  and  for  other  purposes.' 

The  Central  Board  of  Health  shall  have  power,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  issue  an  order  to  the 
authorities  of  each  parish  in  the  island,  to  carry  into 
effect  the  existing  police  and  other  laws  for  cleansing 
and  kee[)ing  free  from  nuisances,  and  to  enforce  re- 
gulations enacted  for  that  purpose  in  all  towns,  and 
that  the  said  Central  Board  of  Health  shall  also  have 
power  to  employ  a  proper  person  to  see  the  laws 
obeyed  in  tliose  respects,  when,  and  as  occasion  may 
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re(^]iirp,  arnl  to  suporintend  the  execution  of  any  fii  - 
tin  t'  rules  and  rejiulations  that  may  he  issued  hy  the 
sai(]  Bdard. 

Passed  hy  the  Central  Board  of  Ilealtl), 
at  a  ineeiinj;-  holden  in  St.  Ja«:o  de  la  Vej^a, 
on  Tuesday,  tlie  first  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
sand ei2,ht  hundred  and  tiftv-one. 


(Signed)        J.  GAYLI^ARI), 

President  nf  the  Central  Hoard  (hf  IJeallh. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  THE  CENTRAL  BOARD 

OF  HEALTH. 

L  The  Central  Board  of  Health,  taking  into  consi- 
deration the  circumstances  that  the  Asiatic  cholera  con» 
tinues  to  prevail  in  several  places  in  the  parish  of  Ha- 
nover, that  it  has  recently  entered  the  adjoining  pa- 
rish of  Westmoreland,  and  that  there  has  also  been  an 
outbreak  of  the  disease,  within  the  last  four  weeks, 
at  Up- Park  camp,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
chief  city  of  the  island,  where  a  few  cases  have  again 
been  seen  during  the  last  fortnight,  have  deemed  it 
their  duty,  in  compliance  with  clause  tive  of  the  act 
of  the  legislature  under  which  the  Board  is  consti- 
tuted, to  prepare  and  draw  up,  for  the  sanction  of  the 
governor  in  council,  various  rules  and  regulations  to 
be  observed  and  carried  out  in  all  places  which 
*•  shall  appear  to  be  threatened  or  shall  be  already 
affected  with  any  epidemic  or  contagious  disease." 

H.  Before  the  issuing  of  these  rules  and  regula- 
tions, the  Central  Board  of  Health  think  it  right  to 
make  known  their  views  on  the  leading  points  in  the 
history  of  Asiatic  cholera,  bearing  on  the  subject  of 
the  public  health  ;  more  especially  in  reference  to  the 
local  and  removable  causes  which  favour  its  deve- 
iopement  and  spread,  and  to  the  most  effectual  means 
of  preventing  or  mitigating  its  ravages. 

11  J.  The  general  result  of  the  experience  of  almost 
all  tlie  medical  men  in  this  island,  who  have  had  large 
opportunities  of  witnessing  the  cholera  since  it  first 
appeared  in  the  beginning  of  October  of  last  year,  has 
been,  that  it  may  spread,  as  an  epitlemic  disease,  in- 
dependently of  humiin  intercourse  or  personal  com- 
munication. All  endeavours  to  restrain  its  progress 
f>y  quarantine  measures  have  hitherto  proved  ineffec- 
tual. On  the  first  irruption  of  the  pestilence  into 
Europe  in  1831-2,  each  nation  attempted  to  prevent 
the  invasion  by  rigorous  (piarantine  and  otlier  restric- 
Live  means;  but  in  cvimv  instance  without  avail.  

B 


A^^'dm  was  the  like  attempt  nuide  in  1817-8,  and 
a<];ain  it  was  fouiKl  ami  declared  to  Ije  utterly  iuedec- 
tuaK 

1*/.  Ill  Great  Britain,  the  question  of  the  importa- 
tion of  cholera  as  an  epidemic,  and  of  the  practicabi- 
lity of  preventinii;-  its  iraroduction  and  spreiid  by  pro- 
hibitory regnlatious,  have  been  more  attentively  exa- 
mined than  iri  perhaps  any  other  coctntry  ;  and  the 
result  of  all  the  en(piiiies  has  been  a  very  j;eneral 
concurrence  of  opinion  as  to  their  entire  inefficiency. 
The  General  Board  of  Health  of  En,<i;land  expressed 
their  deliberate  opinion  on  the  subject  in  their  report 
on  <|uarantine,  and  in  their  hr^t  and  second  notifica- 
tions issued  in  the  autumn  (yf  1848;  and  the  Royal 
Colleji^e  of  Physicians  of  London,  eiubracing  ahnost 
all  the  distin2:uislied  physicians  in  Ei]i2,land,  recorded 
about  the  same  ti'me,  their  sent iment.s  in  the  following 
wa>rds  "  Cholera  ap[»ears  to  have  been  very  rarely 
commanicate(i  by  personal  intercourse,  anti  all  at- 
tem[)ts  to  stay  its  progre!«s  by  cordons  or  cpjanintijie 
liave  failed.  From  these  circumstances,  the  commit- 
tee, w  ithout  expressinjj^  any  positive  opinion  witti  re- 
spect to  its.  contajj;ious  or  non- con  tap;  ions  nature^ 
ai^ree  in  drawinij;  this  practical  conclusion,  that  in  ;i 
({istrtct  where  cholera  prevails  no  ajipreciable  in- 
crease of  dfin^er  is  incurred  by  miiusterin;^^  to  |)erson* 
aHected  with  it,  and  no  safety  afibrded  to  the  coni- 
miinity  by  tiui  isolation  of  the  sick." 

To  the  sonnrlness  of  this  conclusion,  tlie  (Jentra!. 
Board  of  Health  vvoukl  express  their  entire  asisent. 

V.  it  is  to  be  observed  ttiat  the  circumstance  of 
healthy  persons  tVoui  an  uninfected  district  havinj^ 
cau;L^:ht  the  disease  by  i^oinj;  into  an  infected  locality, 
does  not  at  ail  invalidate  or  aHect  the  opinion  no\r 
ex[>revssed  ;  sucIj  person.^  became  exposed  to  and  in- 
haled the  atmospheric  poison  in  the  place  wliere  it 
exist ed^  and  were  equally  obfioxious  to  its  deleteri- 
ous ajjjency  with  the  rct<ideuts  in  the  infected  hKrahty 
ftscir.  If  such  persons  on  returninij;-  to  their  uninfect* 
«;d  di.vU'ict  wjif        only  atlackcd  th'jinsclvcs  witli 
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(lisen.Nf,  hul  L)e<-amo  tl»e  mit-n*s  or  foci  frtiiu 
which  it  spread  around  in  lL('  iieigliboui'liood  Hiid 
liionce      the  adj:u'«<f'n1.  district,  i'hero  would  <verlaiidy 
hf  .stroHj":  reason  to  believe  tliat  its  ditfusion  was  ow- 
ing to  j)ersonai  communication,  or  to  contagion,  as 
such  an  occurrence  is  usually  denominated.    But  no 
^substantiated  ins(ance  of  this  kind,  with  exact  dc- 
I'ails  as  to  the  dates  of  tlie  earliest  cases  of  the  dis- 
ease, the  pl;u;e  from  svhich  the  p-atients  carne,  and  as 
\i  whether  the  locaiiry  and  district  were  pertectly 
sealthy  at  the  time  of  their  occuiTence,  with  otij>er  part- 
iculars necessary  to  be  known,  has  tjeea  hrousht 
'mder  the  knowiedji^e  of  the  lioard.    On  more  than 
'.'ue  occasion,  aileged  instances  ot  the  sort  Irave  beeu 
•  scertaiued,  upon  examination^  to  t)e  entirely  talla- 
■:ious.    It  is,  however,  lobe  remarkec)  that  several 
•ases  have  l)eon  related  to  the  Board  by  medical  wit- 
lesses,  where  one  or  two  inmates  of  the  liouse,  to 
vhich  a  person  had  returned  irom  an  infected  locali- 
y  with  the  disease  upon  him,  became  soon  aiter- 
vards  affected  with  it,  wiiile  tiie  neighbourhood  was, 
tt  the  time,  wholly  exempt  ;  but  upon  no  such  occa- 
rion  did  tlie  disease  ever  manifest  any  tendency  to 
sj)read  as  an  e})idemic. 

VI.  The  striking-  exemption,  upon  tlie  whole,  of 
nurses  in  cholera  hospitals  and  of  the  attendants  of 
the  sick  in  the  air\  aj)artinents  of  privuitii  dwellings, 
not  to  multiply  similar  facts,  affords  a  most  gratifyini^ 
proof  that  no  danger  is  incurred  by  minisierini  to 
the  sick,  even  \\hen  i^inny -are  congregated  togelhej-; 
provided  free  ventilation  and  thorough  cleanliness  he 
maintained  in  the  aj)artment,  and  ail  intemperance  be 
a  voided . 

VII.  The  death  of^^everal  medical  men  in  idiflerr 
rnt  parts  of  the  i.sland  may  have  sug;g-t\sted  the  '}(k% 
that  their  fatal  ^jicknews  had  been  canght  fj'oni  pa- 
tients whom  they  had  been  attending.^  But  it  is  ta 
l)e  reniembered  that  these  gentlemen  Were  residing 
i»  the  infected  atmosphere  of  their  districts,  nnd  coii^ 
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stantl y  visiting  the  very  fitci  of  the  pestilence,  and 
this  too,  under  the  very  unfavourable  circumstancfs 
of  great  fatigue,  and  of  mental  as  well  as  bodily  ex- 
haustion. From  enquiries  made  by  the  Central 
Board,  it  moreover  appears  that  several  of  these  gen- 
tlemen had  been  unable,  in  consequence  of  the  un- 
ceasing demands  upon  their  professional  assistance, 
to  pay  any  attention  to  themselv  es,  while  the  premo- 
nitory symptoms  of  the  disease  were  upon  them; 
while  others  fell  victims  to  the  pestilence,  from  the 
want  of  that  very  aid  which  they  had  been  actively 
engaged  in  aflbrding  to  others  at  the  time  of  their 
own  seizure.  This  has  been  one  of  the  lamentable 
results  of  the  utter  insufficiency  of  the  means  of  me- 
dical relief  in  almost  every  part  of  the  island,  at  the 
present  time, 

VIII.  The  Central  Board  of  Health  deem  it  almost 
unnecessary  to  record  their  conviction  that  the  deve- 
lopement  and  spread  of  Asiatic  cholera  are  power- 
fully favored  by  the  existence  of  all  local  impurities, 
and  of  whatever  tends  to  contaminate  the  atmosphere 
with  the  exhalations  from  putrescent  and  decaying 
matter.  The  influence  of  such  causes  has  been  re- 
cognised not  only  by  all  medical  men,  but  by  the  in- 
telligent members  of  every  community  where  the  pes- 
tilence has  appeared  ;  and  credit  is  due  to  the  local 
authorities  in  this  island  for  the  promptitude  and 
energy  with  which,  in  most  places,  operations  of 
cleansing  and  purification  were  carried  out,  when 
their  attention  was  once  fairly  drawn  to  the  subject, 
upon  the  appearance  of  the  new  pestilence  on  our 
shores.  It  is,  however,  much  to  be  regretted  that  the 
necessity  for  the  continued  and  permanent  adoption 
of  such  measures  has  not  been  duly  recognised  any- 
where, and  that  even  already,  while  the  pe^stilence  is 
still  lingering  in  the  land,  the  former  state  of  neglect 
has  been  too  generally  permitted  to  return,  ft  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  legislature,  upon  their  next  assem- 
blage, will  not  fail  to  pass  an  enactment  by  which  the 
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continuance  of  so  many  Haiirant  abuses  may  be  pre- 
vented, and  the  public  health  be  more  eftectually  pre- 
sserved . 

IX.  Instead  of  specifying  the  various  sources  of 
local  impurity  in  towns  and  elsew  here,  which  pro- 
mote the  spread  and  ravages  o\  epidemic  disease,  the 
Central  Board  would  at  present  rather  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  public  to  the  best  means  of  getting  rid 
of  the  rubbish  and  refuse  matter,  which  are  apt  to 
accumulate  around  human  dwellings.  None  of  the 
towns  in  the  island  have  yet  established  a  system  of 
prompt  and  effective  scavenging,  whereby  there  might 
be,  as  there  certainly  ought  to  be,  the  daily  removal 
from  streets,  lanes,  and  courts,  of  all  waste  and  de- 
cavino-  matter  whatsoever  ;  and  vet  the  necessity  for 
such  a  regular  system  of  cleansing  is  of  course  much 
greater  in  Jamaica  than  in  cooler  climates,  where  not 
only  the  amount  of  decomposing  organic  matter  is 
less  abundant,  but  the  process  of  decay  is  much  less 
rapid.  It  should  be  universally  understood  that  the 
existence  of  dead  or  excremenvitious  animal  and  ve- 
getable substances  near  human  dwellings  is  liable  to 
do  mischief  to  health  at  all  times,  but  more  especially 
during  the  prevalence  not  only  of  cholera,  but  of 
every  other  epidemic  disease. 

The  condition  of  the  streets  and  roads  w  ithin,  and 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of,  our  towns  is 
so  faulty — and  in  none  so  much  so  as  in  the  chief 
town  of  the  island — and  the  means  of  quick  and  in- 
expensive conveyance  are  so  defective,  that  hitherto 
much  difficulty  has  been  experienced  tirst  in  collect- 
ing together  the  refuse  matter,  and  then  in  removing 
it  to  suitable  places  at  a  distance,  and  there  getting 
rid  of  it  without  detriment  to  public  health.  Upon 
no  account,  should  accumulations  or  dung-heaps  be 
ever  permiUed  to  be  made  within  a  considerable  dis-- 
tance  of  any  habitations  ;  and  then  only  w  hen  it  is 
intended  to  make  use  of  their  contents  for  agricultu- 
ral or  other  purposes. 

X.  Hitherto  the  value  of  the  refuse  matter  of  towns. 
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rt,s  niaMure  lor  Uh^  land,  has  not  hc.on  ^\\[\\v\()n\\s  a)>- 
prt'f'iated  in  alniost  any  country;  and  it  has  heen  on- 
iy  of  recent  years  that  ihe  attention  of  tlie  Jirilisli 
j>nldic  has  l)e<-ii  strongjy  drawn  to  tiiis  very  iniport- 
mit  sul)ject — important  in  an  ecoiiomic  not  ices  than 
in  a  sanitar\  point  of  view.  The  Central  Board  would 
<'ntcrtain  the  hope  that  ere  long  it  will  enoajre  the 
Ihouiiflits  of  uiuny  [persons  in  this  island,  interested 
in  the  ini[)rovenient  of  the  land,  as  well  as  of  the  fia- 
ifdtary  condition  of  the  people.  In  the  meantime, 
ihev  wo4ild  suiriie^t  that  the  most  ready  and  eflee- 
tual  mode  of  getting  rid  of  all  dry  rubbish  is  to  have 
it  at  once  burned  in  tbose  pkces  to  wbi(.h  it  has  been 
conveye<l,  I'he  h\v\i^e  oflensive  accnnudations  which 
iiave  been  allowed  to  be  made  in  the  gjullies,  and 
on  the  roads  around  Kingston,  Spanish-Town,  and 
other  towns,  miglit  thus  be  speedily  destroyed.  Un- 
der other  c-irciinistances,  as  ^vith  nij^ht  soil  and  such 
Tike  deposits  which  cannot  easily  be  consumed  by 
ire,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  cover  the  noxious  refuse 
vith  a  layer  of  a  foot  or  two  of  earth  ;  the  injurious 
ffe^cts  are  thus  completely  t)revented  for  the  time. 

XI.  The  keeping  of  swine  in  towns,  or  near  to  hu- 
nan  habitations  in  any  locality,  should  be  strictly 
■prohibited  :  it  is  not  sufficient  that  tlieir  straying 
bout  the  streets  should  be  prevented.  I'he  condi- 
ion  also  of  stables  within  towns  requires  to  be  sub- 
ected  to  special  observation  and  restrictions. 

XII.  The  extreme  importance  c*f  a  free  and  con- 
inual  ventilation  of  dwellings,  and  more  especially  of 
leeping  apartments,  has  not  hitherto  been  sufficient- 
ly re<;ognized  in  the  constrnction  of  bouses  for  the  la- 
)Ouring  classes  in  Jamaica,    During  the  night,  the 
tmos|)i>ere  \vithin  becomcvs  contaminated  in  the  very 
jighest  degree,  in  consequence  of  the  ignorant  closing 
^ip  of  every  orifice,  whether  door  or  window.  The 
jevil  is  increased  by  there  being  no  opening  ill  the 
Toof,  such  as  exists  in  houses  in  colder  climates. 
There  is  thus  no  means  of  escape  for  the  foul  air,  nor 
of  adtnission  to  the  fi'esh  air ;  and  yet  the  conslaUi 


feiiewal  of  tluMiir  that  is  hreiitlied,  is  in'iispi-nsiMy 
iiL'cussurv  tor  the  riminteiiunce  of  thi^  lie;ili.liy  e\i>l-^ 
eiice  ot'ull  livin*;;  beiii^s.  The  niei^:;  coiif^re-MtioH  of 
a  nmiiber  of  persons  in  ;i  confined  unvennl?ite(l  spare 
is  suf}icient,  at  all  times,  to  produce  serious  disease. 
.f)iiriii<^*  the  prevalence  or  epidemic  sickness,  tlie 
periiicioLis  results  of  ne.i^^lecung-  the  above  simple  law 
of  life  are  af><>-ravated  tenfold. 

As  interfering-  with  the  free  play  of  a  pure  atmos- 
phere around  dwellings,  all  rank  vege'.ation  in  their 
immediate  vicinity,  such  as  is  so  frequently  f^een  in 
this  country  close  to  negro  huts,  should  be  removed, 
and  the  surface  of  the  ground  ke{jt  free  from  vegeta- 
ble debris.  Upon  a  future  occasion,  the  Central 
Board  will  point  out  other  defects  in  the  houses  of 
ihe  poorer  classes  recpiiring  correction,  and  indicate 
at  the  same  time  the  means  of  efiecting  the  desired 
changes. 

XI I I.  Besides  preventing  the  free  access  of  air, 
rank  vegetation  near  to  dwellings  tends  to  keep  up  a 
state  of  dampness,  which  is  one  of  the  most  power- 
I'ully  predisponent  causes  of  disease.  A  w  holesome 
tl welling  must  be  dry,  as  well  as  clean  and  airy. 

XIV.  The  Central  Board  have  very  carefully  con- 
sidered what  are  the  precautionary  and  preventive 
sanitary  regulations  to  be  recommended  for  the  ap- 
proval of  the  executive,  and  for  enforcement  in  those 
districts  whieh  are  threatened  or  are  already  affected 
with  any  ej)idemic  or  contagious  disease,  and  more 
especially  with  Asiatic  cholera.  Besides  the  regular 
removal,  at  short  intervals  of  time,  of  all  nuisances 
iVofn  and  near  to  hal)italions,  and  the  adoption  of 
suitable  means  of  promoting  their  free  ventilation,  the 
lime-washing  of  houses  has  been  found  to  be  ex- 
tremely useful.  This  expedient  is  of  such  easy  appli- 
cation, and  is  so  inexpensive,  that  it  should  never 
be  omitted  with  all  the  inferior  description  of  houses 
in  a  district  which  is  threatened  with  the  epidemic^ 
It  need  scarcely  to  be  remarked  that  the  lime- washing 
*if  the  (iilcrior  uf  the  house,  is  of  much  greater  conse- 
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qiHMici.'  than  tliut  of  1  lie  mere  exterior.  Tlie  lime  used 
in  the  process  shonkl  he  iresh  hurnt  and  fresh  mixed, 
«is  it  is  only  in  its  caustic  state  that  lime  can  be  said 
to  possess  any  disitifectant  properties. 

XV.  P  ersonal  as  well  as  domestic  cleanliness 
should  be  recommended  and  enforced  by  all  who 
liave  authority  or  influence  with  the  labouring 
classes. 

XVI.  Whenever  the  disease  threatens  to  prevail, 
the  Central  Board  would  emphatically  declare  their 
opinion  of  the  extreme  importance,  for  the  saving  of 
human  life,  of  removing  from  overci  owded  and  impure 
dwellings,  in  districts  where  the  disease  has  appeared, 
as  many  of  their  unattacked  inmates  as  possible,  and 
of  locating  them  in  places  of  greater  |)urity,  until  the 
violence  of  the  epidemic  invasion  has  passed  over, 
and  the  dwellings  which  have  been,  or  which  are  li- 
able to  become,  the  seat  of  the  pestilence  have  been 
thoroughly  purified. 

The  Board  consider  it  to  be  quite  necessary  that 
arrangements  for  providing  such  liouses  or  places  of 
refuge  and  temporary  retreat  should  be  made  in  all 
towns  and  large  villages  where  the  cholera  threatens 
to  prevail  ;  and  with  respect  to  estate  villages  and 
other  scattered  hribitations  in  rural  districts,  the  Board 
would  strongly  represent  to  the  proprietors  and  ma- 
nagers of  the  land  that  any  large  empty  building — 
such  as  a  boiling- house,  or  store  or  trash-house,  or 
even  a  mule  or  cattle-shed,  if  perfectly  clean— might 
be  advantageously  used  for  the  purpose.  Many  in- 
stances might  be  quoted  where  numerous  lives  have 
been  saved,  and  great  distress  and  suffering  prevent- 
ed, by  the  timely  removal  of  the  inhabitants  of  an  un- 
healthy locality  to  one  of  greater  salubrity,  even  in 
the  immediate  vicinity. 

XVII.  The  experience  of  the  last  nine  months  in 
this  island  has  shewn  that  the  results  of  establishing 
cholera  hospitals  for  the  treatment  of  the  sick  have 
been,  on  the  whole,  unsatisfactory.  From  the  ex- 
treme rapidity  of  the  disease,  when  once  the  malignant 
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symptoms  have  set  in,  and  from  the  excessive  exhau^i- 
tion  and  tendency  to  fatal  collapse  which  then  ensne, 
it  has  been  generally  found  better  to  leave  a  patient 
undisturbed  in  his  own  dwelling,  however  objection- 
able this  may  be,  than  to  incur  the  risk  of  aggravat- 
ing the  symptoms  by  removing  him  to  another  place. 

As,  however,  instances  will  occur  of  persons  hav- 
ing no  abode  of  their  own  being  attacked,  and  of 
others  being  seized  at  a  distance  from  their  dwellings, 
and  having  no  means  of  return,  or  such  return  being 
quite  inadmissible,  it  will  be  prudent  thai  some  ac- 
commodation should  be  provided  for  the  reception 
and  treatment  of  such  necessitous  individuals. 

XVllI.  With  respect  to  the  interment  of  persons 
who  die  from  cholera,  the  Central  Board  are  of  opi- 
nion  that  the  prevalent  notion  that  a  dead  body  is 
more  liable  to  retain  and  give  off  infectious  elRnvia 
than  a  livino'  one,  is  not  warranted  bv  anv  authenti- 
cated  facts  within  their  knowledge.  Medical  men 
have  been  engaged,  day  after  day,  in  handling'  and 
examining  the  bodies  of  patients  who  have  died  from 
the  pestilence,  and  there  is  scarcely  an  instance,  as  far 
as  the  Board  are  aware,  of  injurious  results  to  them  or 
their  assistants.  The  apprehension,  therefore,  of  in- 
fection emanating  directly  from  a  dead  body  should  be 
dismissed  from  the  minds  of  those  who  have  to  be  in 
attendance.  In  like  manner,  the  Central  Board  do 
not  deem  it  necessary  that  any  special  or  distinct  bu- 
rial grounds  should  be  used  for  the  victims  of  chole- 
ra, provided  always  the  place  of  interment  be  at  a 
suitable  distance  from  human  dwellings,  and  the 
graves  be  dug  of  a  sufficient  depth.  The  great  object 
should  be  to  remove  out  of  tlie  house,  where  the  death 
fias  taken  place,  the  dead  body,  liable  as  it  is  to  very 
rapid  decomposition  in  a  tropical  climate,  and  to  have 
it  buried  in  a  becomingly  short  time.  Jn  numerous 
instances,  the  interment  has  been  made  with  most 
indecent  haste.  A  period  of  at  least  six  hours  should 
be  allowed  to  elapse  from  the  time  of  death. 

Should  it  unfortjmately  happen  thf^tgrrat  mortality 
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occurs  in  a  district  wf)ere  tliere  is  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing a  supply  of  coffins,  the  Central  Board  would  re- 
commend that  the  corpse  sliould  be  r{)lled  up  in  liie 
body  or  bed  clothes,  and  plastered  over  witli  pitch, 
tar,  or  lime,  and  thus  conveyed  to  the  place  of  inter- 
ment. 

There  is  no  necessity  for  burning  the  bed  or  bed- 
ding of  a  cholera  patient ;  but  they  should,  of  course, 
be  washed  and  freely  exposed  to  the  air.  The  addi- 
tion to  the  water  of  the  solution  of  chloride- of  zinc, 
or  of  other  similar  chemical  salts,  has  been  found 
serviceable. 

it  is  always  prudent  to  employ  a  vehicle  where 
practicable,  and  not  the  labour  of  bearers,  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  dead  to  the  place  of  interment  ; 
great  fatigue,  from  w  hatever  cause,  predisposes  a  per- 
son to  the  invasion  of  epidemic  disease. 

The  keeping  of  wakes  at  funerals  has  been  so  otten 
followed  by  the  sickness  and  death  of  the  persons  at- 
tending such  idle  meetings  in  infected  districts,  that 
the  Central  Board  are  of  opinion  that  they  should  be 
strictly  prohibited. 

The  Board  would  take  this  opportunity  of  express- 
ing their  opinion  that  all  biirials  within  towns,  or  very 
near  to  human  dwellings,  should  be  discontinued 
tliroughout  the  island  as  speedily  as  may  be  prac- 
ticable. 

XIX.  The  subject  of  the  diet  of  the  working  class- 
es  in  this  island,  in  reference  to  its  influence  as  a  fa- 
vouring or  determining  cause  of  choleraic  attacks,  de- 
serves serious  attention.  Long  fasting,  followed  by 
excessive  eating,  ought  to  be  carefully  avoided.  Fa- 
tiguing exercise  in  the  morning,  before  food  has  been 
taken,  is  not  without  danger.  It  is  much  to  be  desired 
that  tiie  use  of  fresh  animal  food  was  more  general 
and  frequent  than  it  is  among  the  labouring  popula- 
tion of  our  towns  and  rural  districts.  The  proprietors 
or  managers  of  estates  might  do  much  to  improve  the 
dietary  of  tlie  people,  by  having  a  bullock  slain  once 
a  week,  or  oftener,  and  selling  it  at  as  low  a  price  at* 
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possible,  so  that  only  no  loss  should  be  incurred. 
A  small  portion  of  such  meat,  with  a  due  proportion 
of  Indian  corn,  rice,  or  the  better  sorts  of  the  ordinary 
bread  kind  of  the  island,  would  form  a  much  more 
nourishinj^  and  wholesome  diet  than  what  is  almost 
universally  used  by  the  workinj^  classes.  The  sub- 
stitution of  peppers  and  other  warm  spices  (so  freely 
made  use  of  amouij:  the  native  population  of  the  East) 
in  place  of  the  excessive  use  of  salted  provisicms,  very 
often  rancid  at  the  same  time,  would  be  productive 
of  much  benefit. 

XX.  That  the  insufficient  clothing  of  the  lower  or- 
ders, and  the  consequent  exposure  of  thesurface  ofthe 
body  to  the  alternations  of  heat  and  cold  so  frequent  in 
this  climate,  and  to  the  chilling  efi'ects  of  wet  and 
moisture,  predispose  to  attacks  of  cholera,  cannot  be 
doubted.  In  all  bowel  complaints  it  is  very  neees^ 
sary  that  the  skin  be  kept  warm,  and  protected 
against  sudden  chills,  it  would  contribute  much  to 
the  health  of  the  working  classes  if  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  wear  a  jacket  or  dress  of  thin  w  oollen  mi^te- 
rial,  next  to  the  skin,  during  the  day ;  and  at  night 
the  use  of  a  similar  garment  would  be,  in  very  many 
instances,  more  defensive  against  the  cold  damp  air, 
than  a  mere  mat  or  blanket.  In  the  event  of  a  cha- 
ritable distribution  of  warm  bed  clothing  to  the  poor, 
Avhen  attacked  with  cholera,  it  might  be  more  useful, 
as  well  as  less  expensive,  to  give  flannel  dresses  in  the 
place  of  blankets.  The  practice,  common  among  the 
negroes,  of  sleeping  at  night  in  the  same  clothes 
which  have  been  worn  during  the  day,  is  decidedly 
imwholesome.  The  poor  should  be  cautioned  against 
the  danger  of  sleeping  on  the  !)are  ground.  A  bed 
is  of  such  easy  construction,  that  there  can  be  no  ex  • 
cuse  for  any  one  being  without  it. 

XXI.  In  conclusion,  the  Central  Board  would  ur- 
gently press  upon  all  classes  the  extreme  importance 
of  immediate  attention  being  paid  to  the  slightest  ir- 
regularity of  the  bowels,  or  disorder  of  the  general 
health,  on  the  threatened  outbreak  and  during  the 
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prevalence  of  epidemic  cholera.  In  this  as  in  other 
vjouDtries,  much  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
inducing-  the  lower  classes  to  apply  for  medical  re- 
lief upon  the  earliest  indication  of"  the  premonitory 
sickness.  Upon  estates  and  other  places  where  num- 
bers of  persons  assemble  together  for  work,  it  will 
be  useful,  as  a  precautionary  means,  to  inspect  and 
interrogate  each  individual  before  commencing  work 
in  the  morning,  and  upon  leaving  it  in  the  evening. — ■ 
In  towns  and  large  villages  where  the  disease  has  ap- 
]jeared,  the  only  efficient  means  of  arresting  its  ra- 
vages is  by  establishing  a  system  of  regular  house-to- 
house  visitation,  so  that  all  the  slighter  rases  may  be 
romptly  discovered,  and  the  more  aggravated  ones 
e  brought,  without  loss  of  time,  under  medical  treat- 
ment. - 

In  order  that  prompt  assistance  may  be  afforded 
to  the  sick,  it  will  be  prudent  that  a  register  of  such 
persons  as  may  be  willing  to  act  as  nurses  or  attend- 
ants, should  be  kept  in  each  district,  and  that  their 
j  emnneration  per  diem  should  be  fixed  by  the  local 
Siiithorities. 


I  dissent  from  all  parts  of  the  notification 
which  infer  the  doctrine  of  non  contagion, 
and  all  matters  founded  on  that  opinion  ; 
and  more  particularly  from  the  opinions 
that  no  injurious  effects  can  arise  from  hand- 
ling or  keeping  cholera  corpses,  and  that 
there  is  no  necessity  to  have  separate  places 
of  burial. 

\V.  1).  TURNER,  M.  D. 

President  of  the  College  of  Physiciaju  and 
i>'ur(;eons,  Jamaica. 

T.  Jam^-s  Brown,  Secretary . 
&p(i7ii^h-Tvivn,  July  \st,  1B51. 

True  copy, 
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SECOND  NOTIFICATION 
OF  THE  CENTRAL  BOAHD  OF  HEALTH. 

Suggestions  for  the  Treatment  of  Malignant  Cholera, 

It  cannot  be  too  forcibly  impressed  on  the  mind  of 
the  public,  that  the  earlier  the  patient  is  attended  to 
in  this  disease,  the  greater  will  be  his  chance  of  safety  ; 
and  that  the  delay  of  even  a  very  short  time  may 
prove  fatal.  A  few  doses  of  medicine,  judicionsly 
given  at  the  onset,  will  very  frequently  arrest  its  pro- 
gress, whereas  if  it  is  permitted  to  go  on  uncontrolled 
for  even  a  very  few  hours,  a  fatal  termination  is  likely 
to  be  the  result. 

During  the  existence  of  cholera  in  a  district,  not 
the  slightest  disorder  of  the  bowels  should  be  neg- 
lected. It  is  the  more  necessary  to  caution  all  per- 
sons upon  this  point,  as  the  looiseness  of  the  bowels, 
which,  in  a  large  majority  of  cases,  is  present  for  se- 
veral hours,  and  sometimes  for  days,  before  malig- 
nant symptoms  set  in,  is  I'requently  not  attended  with 
pain  or  any  olher  inconvenience  to  alarm  the  patient. 

The  disease  may  be  said  to  have  four  stages,  viz.  : 
the  premonitory  diarrhoea,  in  which  (with  or  without 
vomiting,)  the  stools  are  frequent,  liquid,  and  of  a 
yellow  or  feculent  colour. 

The  second,  in  which  (with  or  without  vomiting,  or 
cramps,)  the  stools  are  destitute  of  bile,  shreddy  or 
like  rice  water. 

The  third,  (or  state  of  collapse,)  where  (with  or 
without  vomiting  or  purging,)  the  heat  of  the  body  is 
diminished  uptil  often  an  icy  coldness  ensues,  the 
pulse  being  feieble,  and  sometimes  totally  impercepti- 
ble; and 

The  fourth,  (or  state  of  re  action,)  characterized  by 
fever  and  congestion  of  some  of  the  viscera,  the  brain 
being  generally  implicated. 
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These  8ta«2^es  are  not  observed  in  every  case,  aa 
sometimes  the  first  evacuations  resemble  rice  water  ; 
but  it  rarely  happens  that  collapse  takes  place  with- 
out some  premonitory  symptoms  preceding  it. 

The  stage  of  re  action  has  been  comparatively  rare 
in  the  present  epidemic. 

In  this  disease,  the  poison  produces  in  the  first 
stage,  irritation  of  the  mucous  lining;  of  the  alimentary 
canal  and  torpor  of  the  skin  ;  in  the  second  stage,  ar- 
rest of  secretion,  and  transudation  of  serous  Huid  into 
the  alimentary  canal  ;  and  in  the  third,  a  marked 
change  in  the  blood,  which  has  been  gradually  taking 
place  from  tlie  commencement  of  the  attack. 

It  is  on  this  view  ot  the  disease  that  the  treatment 
is  based. 

In  the  first  stage,  the  moderate  use  of  opium,  com- 
bined with  aromatics  is  indicated,  and  w  hen  assisted 
by  external  warmth,  it  will  very  frequently  prove  suc- 
cessful in  arresting  the  disease.  The  addition  of  a 
few  grains  of  calomel  to  the  opium  has  been  frequent* 
ly  found  serviceal)le.  But  it  is  only  at  this  period 
that  opium  should  be  given,  as  when  the  secretion  of 
bile  is  arrested,  it  augments  the  torpor,  and  has  in 
very  many  instances,  as  is  now  almost  universallv  ac- 
knowledged, done  irremediable  mischief.  Should  the 
opiate  remedies  fail  to  aflibrd  speedy  relief,  the  treat- 
ment for  the  second  stage  should  be  had  recourse  to, 
even  should  the  secretion  of  bile  be  not  yet  entirely 
suppressed. 

When  the  patient  is  first  seen,  he  should  be  confin- 
ed to  l)ed,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  gastric  and  abdo- 
minal symptoms,  have  a  sinapism  and  flannels  moist- 
ened with  spirit  of  turpentine  applied  externally. 
The  cramps  will  be  assuaged  by  dry  rubbing  or  the 
use  of  stimulating  liniment,  and  by  a  hot  air  bath,*  if 
it  can  be  easily  procured. 

•  A  hot  air  bath  ran  readily  be  prepared  by  placinjr  on  a  hospital 
b*'d8tea<t  with  sacking  bottom,  a  sufficient  number  of  blanketf;  to  ccver 
it  80  aK  to  reach  to  the  floor,  and  by  placing^  under  the  bedstead  ott<?» 
two,  or  more  saucers  containing  strong  rum,  set  on  fire. 
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When  opium  has  failed  to  arrest  the  disease,  or  the 
patient  is  seen  for  the  first  time  in  the  second  stage, 
the  mercurial  treatment  should  be  had  recourse  to, 
and  persevered  in  until  its  effects  are  discernible  by 
the  stools  assuming  a  green  color,  when  its  use  may 
be  suspended. 

A  scruple  of  calomel  is  to  be  given  as  a  dose  in  the 
first  instance,  and  afterwards  a  grain  every  quarter  of 
an  hour  until  the  desired  effect  is  produced.  Should 
I  he  temperature  become  lowered,  or  other  symptoms 
of  decrease  of  power  appear  before  the  mercurial  ac- 
tion is  perceptible,  the  saline  medicines,  viz. :  a  com- 
bination of  chlorate  of  potaf^s,  carbonate  of  soda,  an(i 
chloride  of  sodium,  should  be  given  every  lialf  hour, 
continuing  the  mercury  until  the  stools  have  assumed 
the  character  above  mentioned,  or  the  stage  of  col- 
lapse sets  in,  when  the  use  of  this  mmeral,  if  it  has 
already  been  freely  administered,  may  be  discon- 
tinued. 

At  this  stage,  if  it  has  not  already  been  done,  the 
patient  should  be  wrapped  in  blankets,  the  frictions 
be  continued,  and  a  hot  air  bath,  if  practicable,  be 
given. 

]f  the  patient  is  seen  for  the  first  time  in  a  state  of 
collapse,  and  has  not  already  taken  mercury,  it  would 
be  advisable  to  give  a  scruple  of  calomel  immediately, 
and  to  administer  saline  medicines  every  quarter  or 
half  hour,  according  to  the  exigency  of  the  case,  and 
in  extreme  instances,  saline  enemata.  Turpentine 
enemata  have  also  been  found  serviceable.  The  wrap  - 
ping  up  in  blankets,  the  use  of  the  hot  air  bath,  the  ap  - 
plication of  bags  fi^lled  with  hot  sand,  or  bottles  of 
hot  water  along  the  limbs,  frictions  with  mustard  flour, 
stimulating  liniment,  &c,  and  in  fact  every  means  ca- 
pable of  preserving  the  animal  heat  and  safely  excit- 
mg  the  circulation,  should  be  had  recourse  to,  and 
the  saline  medicines  shoidd  be  continued  uniil  bile 
appears  in  the  stbols,  when  the  intervals  between  the 
doses  are  to  be  gradually  increased  until  eventually 
they  are  discontinued  altogether. 
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ff,  instead  of  receding,  the  disease  appears  to  ad- 
Vance,  a  little  brandy  may  be  cautiously  given  ;  but 
large  quantities  of  it  have  been  found  not  only  useless 
but  prejudicial. 

When  the  prostration  becomes  considerable,  small 
doses  of  camphor,  capsicum  and  carbonate  of  ammo- 
nia made  into  pills,  may  be  taken  in  conjunction  with 
the  saline  medicines. 

As  many  persons  have  died  suddenly  in  getting  out 
of  bed  to  go  to  the  night  chair,  in  this  stage  of  the 
complaint,  the  patients  should  invariably  use  a  bed 
pan,  vi^ithout  getting  into  an  upright  position. 

If  the  discharges  from  the  bowels,  from  their  fre- 
quency and  copiousness  appear  to  be  rapidly  exhaust- 
ing thepatient,  astringentand  stimulatingeneinata  may 
be  given  every  hour,  imtil  relief  is  obtained.  Acetate  of 
lead,  turpentine,  &c.  have  been  used  for  this  purpose. 
Should  the  irritation  of  the  stomach  continue  after 
mercurial  action  is  established,  or  after  the  stools 
have  become  yellow  under  the  saline  treatment,  two 
drops  of  creosote  may  be  given  in  some  mucilagi- 
nous fluid  every  hour,  for  a  few  doses.  Nitrate  of 
silver,  oxide  of  bismuth  or  hydrocyanic  acid  will 
generally  check  \omiting,  but  these  medicines  should 
only  be  used  under  the  immediate  direction  of  a  me- 
dical man.  The  application  of  stimulants  externally, 
and  occasionally  of  a  blister  over  the  epigastrium, 
will  be  required. 

When  the  patient  complains  of  a  pain  and  uneasi- 
ness in  the  bowels,  warm  fomentations  or  a  poultice 
will  afford  relief.  Purgative  or  aperient  medicines 
should  be  used  with  great  caution.  An  enema  of 
warm  water,  when  deemed  advisable,  may  be  given, 
and  should  this  not  relieve  the  constipation,  a  dose  of 
rhubarb  and  magnesia  with  an  aromatic,  or  of  castor 
oil  and  spirit  of  turpentine,  will  best  answer  the  pur- 
pose. 

When  during  convalescence  diarrhcea  becomes  trou- 
blesome, the  rhubarb  draught  may  be  given,  and  af- 
terwards, a  small  quantity  of  laudanum,  either  by  the 
mouth  or  anus  as  deemed  most  advisable. 
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Great  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  diet  of  the 
patient  not  only,  during  the  existence  of"  the  disease 
but  for  some  time  afterwards.  In  the  early  stage  the 
patient  should  not  l)e  compelled  to  take  nourishment, 
IS  doinii"  so  would  increase  the  irritation  of  the  sto- 
Tiach.  After  some  time,  when  he  thinks  he  can  re- 
ain  it,  small  quantities  of  arrowroot  may  be  given, 
md  when  the  dejections  lose  their  choleraic  charac- 
:er,  chicken  broth  or  beef  tea.  with  a  little  barley  or 
i^ermicelli  boiled  in  it  (but  allowed  to  subside)  may 
3e  carefully  ventured  on.  8olid  meat  should  not  be 
aken  for  at  least  hve  or  six  days  from  the  commence- 
nenl  of  convalescence. 

For  drink  the  patient  generally  prefers  iced  water 
o  every  thing  else ;  but  toast,  water,  barley  water, 
emon  grass  tea,  weak  mini  tea,  or  an  infusion  ot"  adru 
•oot  are  unobjectionable,  if  desired.  Soda  water,  or 
he  ordinary  effervescing  draughts,  are  often  most 
p'ateful  to  the  patient,  and  may  be  freely  given.  Milk 
md  water  will  also  be  an  excellent  beverage  if  it  does 
lot  disagree  with  the  stomacli,  as  besides  quenching 
hirst  it  affords  no  inconsiderable  nourishment. 

During  convalescence,  nothing  more  in  general  will 
-ye  required  than  appropriate  food,  but  occasionally  a 
ew  grains  of  quinine  combined  with  carbonate  of  so- 
la or  a  mild  bitter,  may  be  necessary  to  restore  the 
;one  of  the  alimentarv  canal. 

The  Central  Board  of  Health,  in  their  first  Notifi- 
cation, have  explained  at  length  their  views  regarding 
;he  sanitary  arrangements  to  be  adopted  in  localities 
iffected  or  threatened  with  malignant  cholera,  with- 
out attention  to  which,  little  benefit  can  be  expected 
Torn  any  mode  of  treatment. 

As  fear  and  all  other  depressing  emotions  of  the 
nind  predispose  to  attacks  of  the  disease,  it  is  import- 
mt  to  resist,  as  far  as  possible,  their  infiuence. 

NutritioUH  diet,  and,  when  circumstances  will  allow, 
the  moderate  use  of  sound  wine  or  malt  liquor,  will 
[>rove  useful ;  but  all  approach  to  excess  in  the  use 
:)f  alcoholic  licpiors  sh<juld  be  carefully  avoided,  as 
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intemperance  creates  a  susceptibility  to  the  disease, 
and  when  drunkards  are  attacked  it  generally  proves 
fatal. 

T.  James  Brown,  Secretary. 
Spanish- Town,  July  Mtli^  1851. 

True  copy, 
John'  C.  MacfarLane,  Secretary^ 
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APPENDIX  C,  No.  1. 
Island  Secretary's  Office,  2Sth  July,  1851. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed,  by  his  excellency  the  governor,  and 
the  honorable  board  of  privy  council,  to  transmit,  for 
the  information  of  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  (four- 
teenth Victoria,  chapter  sixty,)  a  copy  of  an  order  in 
council,  which  will  be  promulgated  in  the  Jamaica 
Gazette  by  Authority,  during  the  present  week. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed,)  SAML.  RENNALLS, 

Clerk  to  the  Council. 

T.  J.  Brown,  Esquire, 

Secretary  to  the  Central  Board  of  Health, 
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APPENDIX  C,  No.  2. 

Jamaica, 

Jn  Privy  Council,  26th  July,  1851. 

Whereas  the  governor  and  council  have  been  cer- 
tainly informed  that  the  disease  of  cholera  is  prevail- 
ing throughout  the  parish  of  Westmoreland,  the  cus- 
tos  and  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  said  parish  are 
hereby  directed  and  enjoined  to  enforce,  by  all  lawful 
means,  the  strict  observance  of  the  existing  sanitary 
laws  of  the  island  :  And  whereas  the  Central  Board 
of  Health,  under  the  provisions  of  the  fourteenth  Vic- 
toria, chapter  sixty,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish,  for 
a  limited  period,  a  Central  Board  of  Health,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  has  submitted  to  the  governor  in 
council  a  rule  or  regulation  for  authoriziLg  and  em- 
powering the  said  Board  to  employ  a  competent  per- 
son to  see  to  the  execution  of  the  said  laws  in  the 
said  parish  of  Westmoreland,  the  said  Central  Board 
of  Health  is  hereby  accordingly  authorized  and  em- 
powered by  his  excellency  the  governor,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  the  privy  council,  to  depute,  and  send  some 
competent  and  prudent  person  as  a  health  officer  to 
reside  during  the  prevalence  of  the  said  disease  in  the 
said  parish  of  Westmoreland,  and  to  collect  and  convey 
to  the  proper  authorities  all  information  respecting  the 
non-observance  of  the  said  sanitary  laws  in  the  said 
parish  of  Westmoreland,  and  to  bring  to  the  notice  of 
the  magistrates  all  parties  neglecting,  or  offending 
against  the  said  laws,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be 
proceeded  against  according  to  law  ;  and  also  to  give 
effect  to,  and  enforce  by  all  lawful  means,  such  rules, 
regulations,  and  bye-laws,  as  hereafter,  upon  the  re- 
commendation of  the  said  Central  Board  of  Health, 
may  be  issued  and  established  by  the  governor  in 
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council,  for  the  said  parish  of  Westmoreland,  during 
liie  prevalence  ol'  the  said  disease. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  of  the  council  do  cause 
the  foreseeing  order  of  his  excellency  the  governor  in 
council,  to  be  published  in  the  Jamaica  Gazette  by 
Authority,  and  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  Cen- 
tral  Board  of  Health. 

(Signed,)  SAML.  REN N ALLS, 

Cierh  to  the  Council. 
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APPENDIX  D,  No.  1. 

Island  Secretary  s  Office^  }  5th  August y  I85L 
Sir, 

1  have  been  directed  by  his  excellency  the  gover- 
2ior,  and  the  iionorable  board  of  privy  council,  to 
transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  Central  Board  of 
Health,  (fourteenth  Victoria,  chapter  sixty,)  the  en- 
<:losed  copies  of  proceedings  at  a  privy  council  held 
on  the  13th  instant,  in  connection  with  the  rules, 
bye^laws,  and  regulations  submitted  by  that  board  for 
the  approval  of  the  governor  in  council. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed,)  SAML.  RENNALLS, 

Clerk  to  the  Council. 

T.  J.  Brown,  Esquire, 

Secretary  to  the  Central  Board  of  Healthy  Kingston. 
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APPENDIX  D,  No.  2. 

Jamaica, 

In  Privy  Council,  13 th  August,  1851. 

May  it  please  your  excellency, 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  rules, 
bye-laws,  and  regulations,  drawn  up  by  the  "  Central 
Board  of  Health,"  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
this  island,  fourteenth  Victoria,  chapter  sixty,  and 
submitted  for  the  approval  of  your  excellency  in 
council, 

Report — That  they  have  accordingly  considered  to 
what  extent,  and  in  what  form  these  rules  and  regu- 
lations could  be  best  carried  out,  by  omitting  those 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  are  unnecessary 
or  altogether  objectionable,  or  by  adding  to  or  alter- 
ing them  in  such  a  shape  that  they  should  be,  as 
much  as  possible,  conformable  to  the  provisions  of 
the  law^  under  which  they  are  to  be  promulgated. 

In  tlie  first  instance,  vour  committee  have  to  ob- 
serve  that  these  rules,  bye-laws,  and  regulations,  if 
sanctioned  in  their  present  state,  would  extend  be- 
yond the  meaning  and  scope  of  the  fifth  section  of 
the  said  act,  fourteenth  Victoria,  chapter  sixty,  un- 
der which  they  are  professedly  drawn  up,  as  they,  ge- 
nerally speaking,  are  not  limited  iw  their  operation  to 

the  case  of  any  of  the  districts  of  this  island  which 
shall  appear  to  be  threatened,  or  siiall  already  be 
threatened,  with  any  epidemic  or  contagious  dis- 
ease," but  they  are  offered  for  your  excellency's  ap- 
proval in  council  as  rules  and  regulations  to  be 
adopted  for  the  island,  w^hether  cholera  or  any  other 
epidemic  disease  may  prevail  in  a  particular  district, 
or  in  such  and  every  parish  of  the  island,  or  not. 

in  the  second  place  your  committee  perceive  that 
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some  of  these  bye-laws  are  already  pmided  for  un- 
der existing  laws  of  this  island,  more  particularly  un- 
der the  seventh  Victoria,  chapter  fourteen,  for  the 
maintenance  of  good  order  in  towns  and  communities; 
therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  those  laws, 
if  vigorously  carried  out  by  the  proper  authorities, 
"would  be  more  effective  than  any  repetition  of  such 
enactments  in  the  rules,  bye-laws,  and  regulations, 
under  present  consideration. 

The  rule  providing  **  that  persons  acting  under  the 
authority  of  the  said  Central  Board  shall  not  be  liable 
to  any  prosecution  for  any  alleged  injuries  to  pro- 
perty, arising  from  the  enforcement  of  any  or  either 
of  the  above  bye-laws,  rules,  and  regulations,  &c." 
your  committee  have  thought  proper  to  strike  out 
entirely ;  and  they  have  annexed  to  this  report,  the 
rules  submitted  by  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  and 
those  that  they  are  of  opinion  should  be  issued 
wholly,  as  drawn  up  by  that  Board,  or  with  such 
alterations  as  the  committee  deemed  it  advisable  to 
make  to  them  ;  and  the  committee  recommend  that 
in  the  promulgation  of  them,  it  should  be  distinctly 
stated  that  they  are  to  be  in  force  in  those  districts 
now  visited  or  threatened  with  epidemic  disease. 

The  committee,  in  recommending  the  rules  thus 
drawn  up  to  the  consideration  of  your  excellency  and 
the  Board,  must  observe,  that  however  desirable  it 
may  be  that  most,  if  not  all  of  these  rules,  should,  at 
an  early  period,  receive  the  sanction  of  legislative  en- 
actment, there  at  present  exists  no  law  under  which 
these  rules  can  be  enforced,  except  in  districts  already 
tainted  by  contagious  disease,  or  threatened  there- 
"with  ;  they  can  therefore  be  only  recommended  for 
genera!  adoption,  under  the  expectation  that  expe- 
rience of  their  practical  utility  may  induce  the  legis- 
lature to  make  them  subject  matter  of  a  precise  law 
to  be  enforced  by  penalties  for  disobedience  of  them, 
and  proper  to  be  more  generally  extended. 

(Signed,)  DOWELL  O'REILLY. 

(Signed,)         EDWARD  PANTON. 
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JRules  and  regulations  approved  of  by  the  governor  and 
privy  council  for  districts  of  the  island  threatened 
or  infected  with  epidemic  or  contagious  disease. 

1.  All  rubbish,  filth,  or  refuse  of  any  kind,  likely  to 
be  injurious  to  public  health,  shall  be  immediately 
removed,  by  the  parties  depositing  the  same  from 
dwellings,  and  their  immediate  neighbourhood,  to 
such  place  or  places  as  the  justices  ot  the  peace,  in 
quarter  or  special  sessions  assembled,  may,  from  time 
to  time,  appoint  for  such  purpose. 

2.  All  rank  vegetation  close  to,  or  any  thing  that 
obstructs  the  free  ventilation  of  air  around  dwellings, 
shall  be  cut  down  and  removed  ;  due  consideration 
being  had  for  trees  planted  for  ornament  and  shade. 

3.  All  dung  and  other  refuse  of  stables  shall  be  re- 
moved daily  to  a  place  or  places  appointed  by  the 
said  justices  of  the  peace,  and  shall  be  there  deposited 
and  got  rid  of  by  burning  or  otherwise. 

4.  All  foul  stagnant  ditches,  pools,  gutters,  or  drains, 
shall  be  covered  and  filled  up,  or  shall  be  drained, 
and  all  accumulations  of  privy  soil,  or  other  offensive 
decaying  matter  near  to  human  dwellings,  and  which 
cannot  be  easily  removed  or  destroyed,  shall  be  co- 
vered with  a  layer  of  earth  or  lime. 

5.  The  proprietor  or  occupier  of  any  house  or 
houses,  not  provided  with  such  conveniences,  shall 
construct  and  provide  suitable  privy  or  privies  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  house  or 
houses,  due  regard  being  had  to  the  health  and  com> 
fort  of  the  neighbourhood. 

6.  All  houses  which  shall  be  pronounced  filthy  or 
unwholesome  by  any  officer  or  officers  acting  under 
the  instructions  of  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  or 
wherein  a  case  or  cases  of  cholera,  or  other  epidemic 
disease  shall  have  occurred,  and  which  shall  not  have 
been  inhabited  since,  or  where  no  means  of  cleansing 
shall  have  been  employed,  shall  be  cleansed  and  pu- 
rified ,by  lime-washing,  and  such  other  means  as  the 
said  Board  mav  direct. 

« 
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7.  That  an  officer  or  officers,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  justices  of  the  peace  in  special  sessions  assembled, 
and  acting  under  their  authority  in  any  place  or  places 
where  the  cholera,  or  any  other  epidemic  shall  threat- 
en, or  shall  actually  exist,  shall  have  power  to  enter 
and  inspect  all  or  any  dwellings  or  other  buildings, 
and  ail  or  any  courts  or  premises  around  such  dwell- 
ings or  other  buildings  which  shall  be  suspected  of 
being  in  an  unwholesome  condition,  and  shall  require 
the  owner  or  occupier  thereof,  or  any  person  having 
the  custody  and  care  of  such  building,  to  remove  or 
correct,  within  a  reasonable  period  of  time  to  be  by 
the  said  justices  specified,  all  existing  nuisances  as 
shall  be  declared  by  the  Central  Board  of  Health  to 
be  injurious  to  health,  whether  by  rendering  the  at- 
mosphere impure,  or  by  preventing  the  free  access  of 
air. 

8.  The  said  Central  Board  of  Health  shall  have 
fnll  power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  declare 
tile  means  necessary  for  the  proper  ventilation  of  any 
building  or  buildings  used  as  a  dwelling  or  dwell- 
ings, and  such  means  shall  be  used  and  adopted  in 
any  place  or  places  named  by  the  said  Board,  so  that 
such  means  of  veiitilation  do  not  interfere  with  the 
rights  of  persons  occupying  lands  or  premises  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  such  buildings. 

9.  The  said  Central  Board  shall  have  full  power, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  cause  to  be  pulled 
down  and  removed  all  or  any  dilapidated  building 
or  buildings  which  shall  be  uninhabited  and  in  a  fil- 
thy and  unwholesome  condition,  unless  the  same 
shall  be  forthwith  repaired  and  purified,  as  the  said 
Board,  or  any  officer  acting  under  the  instructions  of 
the  said  Board,  shall  direct. 

10.  The  justices  of  the  peace  throughout  this  is- 
land, in  their  respective  districts,  shall  have  full  pow- 
er, and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  when  directed 
by  the  said  Central  Board,  to  hire  or  procure  houses, 
buihiings,  or  other  tenements  suitable  for  the  pur- 
pose ol'  being  used  as  places  of  refuge  and  retreat  for 
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such  persons  as  tlie  said  local  authorities  may  see  fit 
to  remove  out  of  infected  houses  or  districts. 

Jl.  The  said  Central  Board  of  Health  shall  have 
full  power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  require 
and  enforce  the  removal  of  inmates  from  houses 
which  shall  be  declared  by  any  duly  qualified  medi- 
cal men,  or  other  person  acting  under  the  instructions 
of  the  said  Board,  to  be  unwholesome  from  over- 
crowding, or  otherwise,  to  buildings  or  place  of  great- 
er safety. 

12.  The  said  Central  Board  of  Health  shall  have 
full  power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  en- 
gage any  suitable  building  or  buildings,  or  a  room 
or  rooms  in  any  building,  for  the  reception  of  necessi- 
tous persons  attacked  with  cholera,  or  any  epidemic 
disease. 

13.  The  said  Central  Board  of  Health  shall  have 
full  power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  require 
the  immediate  removal  and  interment  of  the  dead,  and 
to  make  and  issue  all  rules  and  regulations  for  remo- 
val and  mode  of  sepulture,  and  to  prohibit  wakes 
and  other  idle  congregations  of  persons  in  infected 
districts  or  places. 

14.  The  said  Central  Board  of  Health  shall  have 
power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  institute 
and  establish  a  system  of  house  visitation  in  houses 
or  districts  threatened  or  already  affected  with  cho- 
lera, or  other  epidemic  disease,  including  a  provision 
for  the  supply  of  medical  and  other  assistance,  and 
of  medicines  and  necessaries  for  the  sick,  as  well  as 
for  other  sanitary  purposes. 

15.  The  said  Central  Board  of  Health  shall  have 
power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  require  the 
local  boards  of  health  of  the  several  parishes  in  the 
island  wherein  cholera  or  other  epidemic  contagious 
disease  exists,  to  send  regularly,  and  by  every  post, 
to  the  secretary  of  the  said  Central  Board,  a  correct 
statement  of  the  number  of  persons  attacked  with 
■cholera  or  other  epidemic  disease  ;  of  the  number  of 
deaths  in  each  town  and  district  over  which  such  lo- 
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cal  hoard  presides,  and  containing  such  other  parti- 
culars as  may  be  required  by  the  said  Central  Board, 
in  order  that  the  information  so  obtained  may  be 
made  public  in  an  official  form. 

The  public  and  parochial  authorities  of  this  is- 
land are  hereby  required  to  execute  the  above  bye- 
laws,  rules,  and  regulations,  or  such  of  them  as  the 
said  Central  Board  shall  direct,  in  ail  cases  where  the 
owners  or  occupiers  of  houses  and  tenements  shall, 
from  poverty  or  other  sufficient  cause,  be  unable  to 
carry  out  the  same. 

17.  The  Central  Board  of  Health  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  call  upon  the  authorities  of  any  parish  in 
the  island  which  shall  appear  to  be  threatened,  or 
shall  be  already  affected  with  any  epidenic  or  conta- 
gious disease,  to  carry  into  effect  the  existing  police 
and  other  laws  for  cleansing  and  keeping  free  from 
nuisances,  and  to  enforce  regulations  enacted  for 
that  purpose  in  all  towns,  and  that  the  said  Central 
Board  of  Health  shall  also  have  power  to  employ 
proper  persons  to  see  the  laws  obeyed  in  those  re* 
spects,  when  and  as  occasion  may  require,  and  to 
superintend  the  execution  of  any  further  rules  and 
regulations  that  may  be  issued  by  the  said  Board 
under  the  sanciioa  of  Lis  excellency  the  governor  in 
council. 

Resolved,  That  the  council,  in  agreeing  to  the  re- 
port from  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
rules,  bye-laws,  and  regulations  drawn  up  by  the 
Central  Board  of  Health,  and  submitted  for  the  ap- 
proval of  his  excellency  the  governor  in  council,  can- 
not advise  his  excellency  the  governor,  in  the  absence 
of  legislative  enactment,  to  issue  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  island  generaily ;  the  provisions  of  the  four- 
t^eiith  Victoria,  chapter  sixty,  under  which  they 
would  be  issued,  declaring  that  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations are  to  have  the  force  and  effect  of  law  in  dis- 
tricts of  the  island  which  appear  to  be  threatened 
or  are  already  affected  with  any  epidemic  or  other 
contagious  disea^se. 
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Resolved,  That  the  council  hereby  signify  their  ap- 
probation of  the  rules  and  regulations  submitted  by 
the  Central  Board  of  Health,  as  amended  by  the 
committee,  as  fit  to  be  proclaimed  in  such  districts 
of  the  island,  as  may  be  declared  by  the  governor, 
with  tlie  advice  of  the  council,  to  be  threatened  or 
infected  with  any  epidemic  or  contagious  disease.  It 
was  then 

Resolved,  That  it  be  a  recommendation  from  the 
privy  council  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  to  com- 
municate, by  message  to  the  legislature  at  its  meet- 
ing, a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  in  council  this 
day,  Jind  of  the  report  of  the  committee  now  agreed 
to,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  rules  and  regulations  as 
amended  and  approved  of  by  the  governor  and  the 
board  this  day. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  of  the  council  do  trans- 
mit to  the  Central  Board  of  Health  a  copy  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  and  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  amended  and  approved  of,  and  also  a  copy 
of  the  several  resolutions  passed  in  council  this  day, 
(Signed,)  SAML.  RENNALLS, 

Clerk  to  the  Council. 
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APPENDIX  E,  No.  1. 

QUARANTINE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  CENTRAL 
BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday,  the  5th 
day  of  June,  1851,  at  eleven  o'clock,  a.  m.  at  the  house 
of  Dr.  Magrath,  Kingston. 

Present — Dr.  Magrath,  Dr.  Maclean,  Dr.  Johnston, 
and  Dr.  Bowerbank.    Dr.  Milroy  was  also  present. 

Dr.  Maclean  acted  as  chairman. 

Dr.  Chamberlane  attended  to  give  evidence. 

Examination  of  Dr.  Chamber  lane. 

Question  1.  How  long  have  you  been  health  officer 
of  Kingston? 

Answer.  Twenty-fonr  years. 

Q.  2.  Can  you  state  how  many  vessels  have  been 
put  into  quarantine  during  the  last  five  years ;  or 
what  may  be  the  average  number  per  annum  \ 

A.  I  have  not  kept  any  register  of  the  number,  but 
that  may  be  found  out  by  applying  to  the  board  of 
health  in  Kingston,  or  to  the  governor's  secretary ^ 
with  whom  I  always  communicate  on  such  occasions. 

Q.  3.  Against  what  diseases  is  quarantine  imposed 
in  the  port  of  Kingston  1 

A.  Small  pox,  measles,  scarlatina,  and  cholera. 

Q.  4.  At  what  distance  is  the  quarantine  ground  or 
station  from  the  port? 

A.  It  is  at  Green  Bay,  two  miles  distant  from  Port- 
Royal,  and  seven  miles  from  Kingston. 

Q.  5.  Is  it  a  safe  anchorage  ?  Is  it  easily  accessi- 
ble for  the  conveyance  of  supplies  of  food,  &c.  &c.  to 
the  ships  ? 

A.  It  is  a  safe  anchorage,  and  easily  accessible. 
Q.  6.  When  a  vessel  is  in  quarantine  how  does  she 
receive  fresh  provisions  ? 

A.  The  captain  is  directed  to  keep  a  boat  astern, 
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0  that  supplies  may  be  put  into  it  when  they  are  sent 
>ff  from  shore,  and  water  is  generally  furnished  to  the 
■essel,  when  required,  by  the  naval  tank. 

Q.  7.  Have  you  ever  known  any  accident  from 
torm  or  other  causes  to  vessels  lying  in  quarantine 
n  Green  Bay  X 

A,  Never. 

Q.  8,  Describe  the  usual  mode  of  procedure  with 
,  vessel  when  quarantine  is  imposed.  May  letters  be 
ent  on  shore  at  once?  May  the  clothes  of  those  on 
►oard  be  sent  on  shore  to  be  washed  ? 

A.  On  the  arrival  of  a  vessel  at  Port-Royal,  the 
lealth  officer  goes  alongside  in  his  boat,  and  puts 
uestioHS  to  the  captain,  (or  surgeon,  if  there  be  one,) 
nd  if  quarantine  is  to  be  imposed,  she  is  directed  to 
roceed  at  once  to  Green  Bay,  and  hoist  a  yellow 
ag.  If  it  is  wished  to  send  letters  on  shore,  they  are 
irected  by  the  health  officer  to  be  fumigated  with 
iilphur  or  sprinkled  with  vinegar,  and  to  be  th^en  put 
ito  the  ship's  boat  astern,  from  which  they  may  be 
iken  by  the  people  in  the  bum-boat,  when  provi> 
ions  are  sent  off.    Letters  are  not  generally  landed 

1  the  health  officer's  boat ;  occasionally  a  few  single 
otters  are  landed  by  him,  but  never  any  packages  of 
Jtters.  The  mail  bags,  after  being  fumigated,  are  re- 
loved  at  once  in  the  boat  of  the  superintendant  of 
teamers.  No  clothes,  or  body  linen  of  any  ou 
oard  are  ever  permitted,  under  any  circumstances,  to 
e  landed  from  a  vessel  in  quarantine. 

Q.  9.  In  the  absence  of  the  health  officer,  n^^y  his 
uties  be  performed  l)y  another  person 

A.  Yes,  if  he  is  sick  or  temporarily  absent,  the 
fficer  of  the  customs  may  act  as  his  substitute,  ac^ 
ording  to  the  quarantine  act;  but  the  duty  is  genen 
dly  performed  by  a  medical  man  in  such  cases. 

Q.  10.  Is  there  any  rule  of  quarantine  instrnotions 
r  regulations  ?  Did  you  receive  any  upon  your 
ppointment  as  health  officer  1 

A.  i  am  not  aware  of  any  such  code,  I  never  re^ 
?ived  any.    I  make  my  reports  to  the  boar4  \^ 
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health  in  Kingston,  and  receive  directions  from  them 
or  from  the  governor. 

Q.  II.  Is  there  any  fixed  or  defined  period  of  de- 
tention for  particular  diseases  ?  By  whom  is  this 
period  determined  ? 

A.  The  period  of  detention  is  named  by  the  board 
of  health  in  Kingston,  in  each  particular  instance. 
The  board  of  health  communicates  with  the  gover- 
nor and  council,  with  whom  rest  the  decision  and 
responsibility. 

Q.  12.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  board  of  health,  have  always  been  fol- 
lowed by  the  governor  and  council  ? 

A.  Not  upon  all  occasions,  1  believe. 

Q.  13.  Are  jou  aware  whether  any  regular  record 
of  t!ie  proceedings  of  the  board  of  health  has  been 
kept  ? 

A.  Of  late  I  am  not  aware.  1  liave  always  address- 
ed my  communications  lo  the  beard.  Formerly  a  I'e- 
cord  was  kept — when  Dr.  Bancroft  was  prei-ident. 

Q.  14.  Please  to  state  the  periods  of  detention 
which  have  generally  been  imposed  for  particular 
diseases  ? 

(a)  Small  Pox. — Nineteen  to  twenty-one  days, 
counted  from  the  date  of  the  last  death,  or  of  the  con- 
valescence of  the  last  case. 

(b)  Measles. — From  sixteen  to  twenty-one  days, 
to  be  counted  in  the  like  manner.  On  the  last  occa- 
sion which  occurred  nine  days  only  were  imposed. 

(c)  Scarlatina.—]  do  not  recollect  any  instance  of  a  ' 
vessel  being  put  into  quarantine  for  this  disease. 

(d)  Cholera. — An  order  was  issued  by  the  governor 
and  council  last  October,  requiring  that  all  vessels 
from  a  port  suspected  to  have  cholera  should  not 
receive  pratique  until  five  clear  days  had  elapsed 
since  leaving  the  suspected  port,  and  provided  no 
case  of  the  disease  had  occurred  on  board  ;  under  the 
latter  circumstance  the  vessel  was  to  be  detained  un-. 
til  the  governor's  pleasure  was  ascertained. 

Q.  15.  Has  the  duration  of  quarantine,  imposed  for 
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particular  diseases,  as  was  mentioned  by  you,  beea 
always  the  same  during  your  acting'  as  iiealtli  officer? 

A,  No  ;  during  the  last  three  or  four  years,  there 
has  been  a  cnrtailiuent  of  the  quarantine  former]}'  im- 
,  posed.    1  luive  known,  in  former  years,  vessels  com- 
ing from  America,  or  parts  suspected  to  have  cholera, 
to  be  detained  for  fourteen  days  in  quarantine. 

Q.  If  any  person  or  persons  be  sick  on  board 
a  vessel  on  her  arrival,  and  there  be  no  surgeon  on 
board,  how  is  medical  attendance  obtained  while  the 
vessel  is  in  quarantine  V 

A.  No  arrangement  has  ever  been  made  for  sucb 
attendance.  From  motives  of  humanity  I  have  sent 
medicines  off  to  the  ship  without  however  going  on 
board  to  see  the  sick  persons,  but  it  is  no  point  of 
my  duty  to  do  so.  All  my  assistants  have  done  so 
likewise,  and  looked  at  the  parties  on  board. 

Q.  17.  Has  there  ever  been  a  lazaretto  or  any 
place  provided  where  the  sick  or  the  healthy  may  be 
landed  while  quarantine  continues  ? 

A.  Never.  On  one  occasion,  about  six  years  ago, 
the  bishop  of  Jamaica,  and  the  other  passengers  on 
board  the  same  vessel,  performed  their  quarantine  at 
"  Apostles'  Battery."  A  case  of  small  pox  had  occur- 
red on  the  voyage  from  Nassau,  N.  P.  but  there  was 
no  sickness  on  arrival. 

Q.  18.  Have  you  ever  known  an  instance  where  the 
health  officer,  or  any  one  acting  in  his  stead,  has 
gone  on  board  a  vessel  and  then  returned  on  shore 
while  the  vessel  was  put  into  quarantine  ? 

A.  No;  but  1  heard  that  a  mistake  of  that  kind  did 
occur  on  one  occasion  at  Port-Koyal. 

Q.  !9.  Have  you  known  instances  where  persons 
have  died  on  board  vessels  in  quarantine  without 
having  been  seen  by  any  medical  man,  or  received 
medical  assistance  ? 

A.  Yes,  i  have  ;  the  death  occurred  from  confluent 
small  pox.  1  he  schooner  came  into  harbour  with  the 
disease  on  board  from  the  opposite  coast.  1  secured 
tbe  parties  and  placed  the  vessel  in  quarantine. 
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Q.  20.  What  penalties  are  attached  to  the  violation 
of  quarantine  1 

A.  The  quarantine  act  determines  the  amount  of 
the  penalties  ;  they  are  very  heavy. 

Q.  21.  Have  they  ever,  to  your  knowledge,  been 
imposed  ? 

A*  1  do  not  recollect  an  instance. 

22.  Have  you  known  instances  of  persons  going 
on  board  vessels  before  the  visit  of  the  health  offi- 
cer ? 

A.  Ves,  and  I  reported  them  to  the  authorities; 
and  measures  were  adopted  to  prevent  a  recurrence 
of  such  conduct,  particularly  by  the  naval  authorities 
on  the  station* 

Q.  23i  Was  there  any  penalty  or  punishment  in 
that  case  ? 

A.  I  believe  not*  in  one  instance  they  escaped 
off  the  island. 

Q.  24.  Are  any  measures  taken,  or  are  there  any 
means  provided,  to  prevent  ships  in  quarantine  hav- 
ing communication  with  the  shore  ? 

A.  Not  any  ;  but  the  commanders  or  masters  are 
held  responsible  for  (he  due  performance  of  qua- 
lantine. 

Droghers  tradins^. 

Q.  25.  Are  all  vessels  entering  the  harbour  reqriir- 
fed,  without  exception,  to  be  visited  by  the  health 
officer  X 

A.  Some  are  exempt ;  all  coasting  vessels  (drogh- 
ers) bearing  the  island  flag  are  not  subject  to  the 
Visitation  of  the  health  officer;  they  are  exempt  by 
iawi 

Q.  26.  J>o  these  vessels  (droghers)  ever  trade  to 
any  other  port  except  those  of  the  island  ? 

A.  1  have  heard  that  they  sometimes  go  to  Cuba 
femd  St.  Domingo  ;  1  do  not  know  it  as  a  fact— they 
never  apply  for  a  certificate,  as  other  vessels,  to  en* 
ter  at  the  customs. 

■S'i>  vessels  caft  enter  at  the  icii^tonif  u  ithotU  produ^ 
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cing  the  health  officer's  cert ijicate  of  pratique, ex- 
cepting these. 

Q  '27.  Are  vessels  from  the  Cayraanas  liable  to  vi- 
sitation ? 

A.  No  ;  they  come  into  port  with  the  island  flag, 
and  considering  it  wrong,  I  have  reported  them. 
The  Caymanas  are  a  dependency  of  Jamaica. 

Q.  "28.  Do  steamers  or  other  vessels  ever  come  up 
the  liarboiir  to  Kingston  during  the  night  ? 

A.  Yes ;  American  steamers  from  Chagres  and 
New-York  come  up  the  harbour  during  nights  at  all 
hours.  1  have  reported  them  to  the  board  of  health 
and  to  the  governor ;  they  are  examined  by  the  de- 
puty health  officer  and  myself,  or  report  themselves, 
on  arrival,  to  the  health  officer. 

Q.  19.  Have  any  measures  been  taken  to  prevent 
them  ? 

A.  No  prohibitory  measures  have  been  taken,  and 
they  continue  to  do  so  after  examination  at  Fort- 
Koyal  and  Kingston. 

Q.  When  a  vessel  comes  from  a  port  where 
there  is  no  British  consul  or  official  resident,  what 
means  have  you  of  ascertaining  the  state  of  health  in 
the  place  at  the  time  of  her  departure? 

A.  1  have  no  means  except  the  formal  examination 
of  the  captain,  (or  surgeon  on  board  ;)  I  may  state 
that  there  is  no  British  consul  at  Chagres.  It  is  a 
poor  miseral)le  place,  from  all  reports. 

Q.  31.  Have  you  ever  known  instances  of  false  in- 
formation being  wilfully  given  by  parties  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  having  a  vessel  detained  in  quarantine  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have;  but  I  do  not  act  upon  it  after  a 
formal  examination  of  the  master  and  crew  by  myself 
and  the  president  of  the  board. 

Q.  32.  Supposing  that  it  was  alleged  that  a  case  of 
measles,  or  scarlet  fever  had  occurred  on  board  a  ves- 
sel at  sea,  there  being  no  surgeon  on  board,  do  you 
consider  that  the  diagnosis  of  an  unprofessional  per* 
son  can  be  depended  on  ? 
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A.  JNo  ;  I  sliould  pay  but  little  attention  to  such 
diagii08iy,  but  neverthelens,  1  should  certainly  put 
the  vessel  into  quarantine,  and  refer  the  case  to  the 
board  of  health  in  such  doubt. 

■Q,  3:3.  iVii^ht  not  cases  of  such  diseases  as  mea- 
sles or  scarlet  fever  occur  on  board  a  vessel  at  sea 
without  beinsj  recognized,  if  there  was  no  medical 
man  on  board  ? 

A.  Yes;  ihere  miiiht. 

Q,  34.  1  iie  vessel  would,  under  such  circum- 
stances, escape  being-  put  into  quarantine  ;  would  it 
notl 

A.  It  miixlit.  at  the  time. 

Q.  35.  These  is  therefore  a  disadvantage  in  a  ves- 
sel having  a  medical  man  on  board  in  respect  of  its 
chances  of  being  put  into  quarantine  ;  is  there  not? 

A.  Yes,  most  certainly;  because  he  would  have 
recognizetl  tlie  nature  of  disease  and  report  it  to  the 
examining  olhcer. 

Q.  36.  W  hat  quarantine  measures  were  adopted  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  the  cholera  into  Jamaica  \ 

A.  In  September,  1849,  by  an  order  of  ihe  gover- 
nor in  council,  quarantine  was  imposed  on  vessels 
coming  from  Carlhagena,  Savanilla,  (the  sea  poi't  of 
Baranquilla)  and  Santa  iMartha,  where  cholera  was 
said  to  exist  ;  this  order  was  rescinde<i  on  the  4th  of 
October  following  ;  subsequent  orders  were  issued  in 
October,  1850. 

Q.  37.  Were  any  quarantine  restrictions  placed  on 
arrivals  from  Cuba  in  that  year,  1849  ? 

A.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  ;  I  never  received  any 
instructions  res}>ecting  any  port  in  Cubrty  but  if  any 
vessel  arrived  from  Cuba  in  less  than  five  days,  cho- 
lera being  knov/n  to  exist  in  the  porr.  from  which  she 
came,  1  should  certainly  have  put  her  into  quarantine 
accordingly. 

Q.  :i8.  Was  it  generally  known  here  that  cholera 
existed  in  Cuba  in  1849  1 

A.  1  read  it  in  the  newspapers  at  the  time. 
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Q.  39.  If  cholera  did  not  exist  in  her  port  of  de- 
parture, althoiigli  it  prevailed  in  other  parts  of  Cuba, 
you  would  not  have  put  lier  into  quarantine  ? 

A.  No,  if  she  broui?;iu  a  clean  bill,  and  the  port  was 
reported  free,  or  known  to  be  so. 

Q.  40.  Was  tiie  port  of  Chagres  mentioned  in  any 
of  the  orders  of  the  governor  in  council  respecting 
tlie  ])iaces  which  \vere  deemed  suspected  either  in 

18-19  or  1850  ? 

A.  IVo,  it  was  not,  to  tlie  best  of  my  recollection, 
nor  could  1  learn  that  it  was,  after  the  most  rigid  and 
ib  r  m  a  1  e  X  a  rn  i  n  a  t  i  o  n  s . 

Q.  4  1.  You  are  aware  that  many  persons  have  al- 
ledged  that  the  first  cases  of  cliolera,  at  Fort-Ro}al, 
were  tracealjle  to  vessels  from  Chagres.  What  is 
your  opinion  ? 

A.  it  was  certainly  not  traceable,  although  I  used 
every  exertion  in  my  power  to  discover  if  it  were 
so.  1  examined,  on  oath,  all  the  masters  and  sur- 
geons of  the  American  steastiers,  and  all  the  docu- 
ments are  in  tiie  possession  of  the  executive. 

Q.  42.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  localities  where 
the  two  first  cases  o\  cholera  in  Kingston  occurred  ; 
if  so,  describe  them  ] 

A.  Yes  ;  they  occurred  in  the  district  of  the  city 
of  which  I  had  charge,  they  bolh  occurred  in  Oxford 
street,  but  in  houses  far  apart  from  each  other;  the 
rooms  were  small,  very  close  and  filthy.  In  both  in- 
stances the  windows  of  the  rooms  taced,  at  the  distance 
of  two  or  three  yards,  afoul  privy. 

Q.  43.  Do  you  consider  that  quarantine  is  of  any 
avail  in  prevent ing  the  introduction  of  cholera  1 

A.  1  do  not  think  that  it  is.    This  disease  has  de-  • 
fied  quarantine  restrictions  in  all  parts  of  the  world 
vip  to  the  present  period  ;  nevertheless  they  continue 
to  be  imposed  by  other  governments. 

Q.  44,  Is  it  then  your  opinion  that  in  future  no 
quarantine  should  be  imposed  on  vessels  coming  from 
an  infected  port,  or  on  board  which  a  case  or  cases 
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•f  cholera  had  occurred  during  the  voyage,  but  which 
were  quite  healthy  upon  arrival  '? 

A.  In  my  opinion  no  quarantine  should  be  impos- 
ed under  such  circumstances.  1  am  one  of  those 
who  think  it  is  not  contagious  or  infectious  It  may 
be  conUno'enlly  so,  not  otherwise.  There  are  many 
who  think  differently. 

Q.  45.  If  cholera  existed  on  board  a  vessel  at  her 
arrival,  would  you  recommend  she  should  be  put  into. 
<juarantine  ? 

A.  No;  1  would  not  in  vo/i/arr/ cases,  and  when; 
sanitary  regulations  were  rigidly  enforced.  Civil  and 
military  physicians  are  of  a  different  opinion  in  suck 

Q,  46.  What  lengtli  of  quarantine,  do  you  know, 
was  recently  imposed  upon  one  of  her  majesty's  ships 
at  Demerara  in  consequence  of  her  arriving  from 
Kingston,  although  no  cholera  had  existed  there  for 
several  months  ? 

A  .  I  do  not  exactly  remember  :  but  the  command- 
er,  I  think,  told  me  two  or  three  weeks. 

Q.  47.  The  Inflexible  was  loaded  with  troops  at 
the  time ;  have  you  heard  that  any  of  the  regiment 
was  actually  on  shore  at  the  time  w  hen  the  ship  was 
detained  off  th^  coast  in  strict  quarantine? 

A.  Yes  ;  I  believe  so. 

Q.  48.  During  your  residence  in  Jamaica  have  you 
often  seen  cases  of  scarlatina  ? 

A.  I  have  frequently  seen  cases  of  scarlatina  here. 

Q.  49.  Has  any  epidemic  of  the  disease  occurred 
during  your  residence  *? 

A.  A  very  severe  epidemic  occurred  in  1841.  The 
mortality  was  most  alarming  on  that  occasion. 

Q.  50.  Can  you  state  where  the  first  case  or  cases 
in  that  epidemic  occurred  ? 

A.  1  believe  at  Fort  Augusta,  or  at  Spanish-Town. 

Q.  51.  Were  there  any  reasonable  grounds  for  he- 
iieving  that  the  disease  was  imported  m  that  occft- 
sioQ  ? 
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A.  No,  there  were  not ;  at  least  it  was  not  trace- 
able. 

Q.  52.  Were  the  oases  of  scarlatina  which  you  have 
aeen  in  other  years,  and  which  were  sporadic,  ever 
traceable  to  importation? 

A.  No,  they  were  not,  as  far  as  1  could  discover  or 
learn. 

Q.  53.  You  have  already  said  that  you  never  saw 
an  instance  of  scarlet  fever  on  board  a  vessel  ar- 
riving in  this  harbour  ? 

A.  I  never  have,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

Q.  54.  During  your  residence  in  Jamaica  have  you 
often  met  with  measles  \ 

A.  Yes  ;  frequently. 

Q.  55.  Has  it  ever  prevailed  as  an  epidemic  ?  If  so, 
in  what  year? 

A.  It  occurred  as  an  epidemic  in  1821,  and  then 
proved  very  fatal.   1  mention  this  year  from  nleraor5^ 

Q.  56.  Had  you  reason  to  believe  that  upon  all  or 
any  occasions  in  which  you  have  seen  cases  of  mea- 
sles the  disease  was  imported  ? 

A.  I  do  not  knovv  that  the  epidemic  of  1821  was 
imported,  but  I  may  mention  that  a  few  years  ago  a 
good  many  cases  of  measles  occurred  at  Up-I*ark 
Camp  among  the  children  and  soldiers  of  one  of  the 
black  regiments  wbich  had  recently  arrived  from. 
Nassau,  N.  P.  where  the  disease  was  prevailing  at  the 
time  of  th^ir  departure.  The  disease,  upon  that  oc- 
casion, did  not  spread  to  the  town,  preventive  mea- 
sures having  been  taken  by  the  medical  ofiicers  at 
the  time,  and  with  whom  1  held  a  conference  on  the 
subject. 

U.  57.  Have  you  known  instances  of  measles  oii 
board  a  vessel  when  she  arrived  here  X 

A.  A  few  ;  a  recent  instance  occurred  with  H.  M. 
S.  "  Alban." 

Q.  58.  What  length  of  quarantine  was  imposed  ou 
the  "Alban?" 

A,  1  think  it  was  ten  or  twelve  days  from  the  date 
)f  the  convalescence  of  the  last  case. 
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Q.  .5P.  During  your  residence  in  Jamaica  have  you 
«een  many  cases  of  small  pox  \ 

A.  Yes,  a  good  many  ;  it  was,  during  slavery,  a 
common  and  fatal  disease  here. 

Q..  60.  Has  it  ever  prevailed  as  an  epidemic  during 
that  time  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  was  a  severe  epidemic  in  1831  ;  it 
proved  very  fatal  to  children  as  well  as  adults. 

Q.  61.  Canyon  state  where  the  first  case  in  that 
epidemic  occurred,  and  whether  the  case  was,  in  any 
measure,  traceable  to  importation  ? 

A.  The  first  case  occurred  in  Water  lane,  in  King- 
ston. 1  am  not  aware  that  it  could  be  traced  to  im- 
portation by  any  vessel. 

Q.  62.  Is  there  any  published  account  of  that  epi- 
demic \ 

A.  Yes ;  a  paper  by  Dr.  Paul  appeared  in  the  Ja- 
maica Physical  Journal. 

Q.  63.  What  does  Dr.  Paul  state  respecting  the 
history  of  the  appearance  of  the  epidemic  *? 

A.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  his  paper  : — 
**  This  island  is,  perhaps,  as  free  from  epidemics  as 
any  other  part  of  the  world,  still  they  do  steal 
amongst  us,  and  notwithstanding  all  the  guardianship 
of  health  officers  appointed  to  the  different  ports  and 
harbours,  the  transmission  of  disease  escapes  their 
penetration,  and  the  worst  species,  at  various  times, 
rage  throughout  our  population." 

About  the  20th  iMarch,  1831,  it  was  discovered 
that  a  child  in  Water  lane  had  a  quantity  of  pustules 
over  its  body,  face,  and  limbs,  which,  after  examination 
by  several  medical  gentlemen,  was  pronounced  to  be 
small  pox  ;  unfortunately,  however,  two  or  three  chil- 
dren had  already  caught  the  infection,  and  although 
orders  were  given  to  admit  no  one  into  the  house 
where  the  child  was,  yet,  anxiety  to  see  a  disease 
that  had  not  appeared  since,  1  believe,  1812  or  J 8 16, 
c  aused  many  in)prudent  persons  to  visit,  and  a  little 
time  only  elapsed  ere  cases  were  observed  in  all  parts 
uf  the  town.'' 
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*'  I  shall  not  here  enter  into  the  speculations  ad- 
anced  as  to  how  or  in  what  manner  the  disease  came 
nto  Kingston;  suffice  it  to  say  that  it  had  been  rag- 
ig  for  some  months  before  at  Nassau,  IN.  P.  be- 
ween  which  place  and  this  city  were  frequent  com- 
munications, and  I  do  not  think  the  aulhorities,  on 
lie  occasion,  were  at  all  so  careful  as  they  ought  to 
ave  been." 

Q  ti4.  What  is  your  own  opinion  as  to  the  deve- 
:)pement  of  the  epidemic  in  1831  ;  could  it  be  traced 
3  importation  ? 

A.  I  took  all  possible  pains  to  discover  the  origin  of 
le  disease,  but  my  enquiries  upon  tliat  occasion 
roved  fruitless.  It  might,  however,  have  been  im- 
orted  ;  Dr.  Paul  insinuates  it  was. 

Q.  (55.  Do  you  remember  whether  any  vessel  or  ves- 
sls  were  put  into  quarantine  upon  that  occasion  in 
le  harbour  here,  upon  suspicion  that  they  had 
rough t  the  disease  ''^ 

A.  1  do  not  think  that  any  vessels  were  then  put 
ito  quarantine.  ]  may  mention  that  it  lias  been 
nown  that  persons  have  sometimes  been  landed  from 
essels  outside  upon  the  palisades,  and  have  made 
leir  way  to  Kingston  with  small  pox  on  them.  A 
ase  of  this  sort  occurred  about  twenty-four  years 
?o,  the  vessel  was  the  schooner  Montague,  from  Li- 
erpool.  The  man  was  apprehended,  and  the  spread 
f  the  disease  prevented. 

Q.  66  Have  you  seen  or  heard  of  cases  of  small 
ox  in  Kingston  since  the  epidemic  in  1831  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  several  occurred  in  the  town  in  1840. 

Q.  67.  Were  these  cases  in  1840  traceable  to  im- 
ortation  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  they  were. 

Q.  68.  Did  the  disea.se  spread  much  in  Kingston 
n  that  occasion  ? 

A.  It  did  not-;  prompt  measures  were  adopted  by 
ie  mayor  to  segregate  and  to  seclude  the  infected, 
nd  10  prevent  all  communication  witli  them. 

Q.  61).  IJave  you  knonn  manv  instances  of  vessels 
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mriving  with  cases  of  small  pox  on  board  at  the  tim^, 
or  in  which  cases  have  occurred  during  the  voyage  ? 

A.  Very  many  on  board  vessels  from  all  parts,  as 
England,  America,  the  Spanish  Main,  and  the  Wind- 
Avard  islands.  They  have  all,  in  turn,  been  subjected 
to  quarantine. 

Q.  70.  What  is  the  greatest  number  of  cases  which 
you  have  ever  known  to  occur  on  board  any  one- 
vessel  ? 

A.  Three  or  four. 

Q.  71.  Not  more  than  three  or  four  on  board  any 
enji grant  ship  ? 

A.  The  number  of  cases  certainly  never  exceeded 
six  or  eight,  if  there  were  ever  so  many. 

Q.  72.  Is  the  occurrence  of  single  cases  of  small 
pox  on  board  of  ships  not  unfrequent,  the  rest  of  the 
crew  and  passengers  remaining  unaffected  ? 

A.  It  is  by  no  means  unfrequent.  I  may  here 
mention  the  "  Brandon,"  with  emigrants,  which  ar- 
rived here  a  few  days  ago,  as  an  instance. 

Q,.  7.3.  Are  you  aware  whether,  in  some  of  the  in- 
5^tances  of  emigration  vessels  having  two  or  three 
cases  of  small  pox  on  board,  there  were  several  per- 
sons on  board  unvaccinated 

A.  I  am  not  quite  prepared  to  give  a  definite  an- 
swer. In  the  recent  case  of  the  "  Brandon,"  there 
M  ere  a  good  many  emigrants  on  board  unvaccinated 
Avho  did  not  catch  the  disease.  There  were  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  African  emigrants  and  twenty- 
eight  of  a  crew.  These  cases  of  small  pox  occurred 
during  the  voyage  fiom  Sierra  Leone,  two  were  fatal, 
one  recovered.  The  two  fatal  cases  occurred  in  un- 
vaccinated persons  ;  the  patient  who  recovered,  had 
been  vaccinated. 

Q  74.  What  lengtli  of  quarantine  w^as  imposed  on 
the  ship  "  Brandon 

A*  As  seven  days  had  elapsed  from  the  date  of  the 
death  of  the  last  case  upon  her  arrival  ;  she  was  kept 
in  quarantine  twelve  days  before  she  was  allowed 
have  any  communication  with  the  shore* 
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Q.  7o.  Did  all  on  board  remain  healthy  ? 

A.  Yes,  up  to  the  3 1st  ultimo,  when  she  sailed  for 
the  northside  of  the  island. 

Q.  70.  Are  you  aware  of  the  practice  at  the  island 
of  8t.  Thomas,  when  a  vessel  arrives  which  has  had 
a  case  of  small  pox  on  board  during  the  voyage,  but 
which  is  healthy  on  arrival  ? 

A   I  am  not  aware. 

Q.  77.  Do  you  know^  whether  St.  Thomas  ever  suf- 
fered from  epidemic  small  pox  ? 
A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  78.  Is  varicella  of  frequent  occurrence  in  Ja- 
maica •? 

A .  Yes,  it  is. 

Q.  70.  Do  you  regard  it  to  be  communicable  ? 
A.  Yes  ;  J  think  it  is. 

Q.  80.  Does  it,  do  you  think,  occur  spontaneously, 
or  has  it  been  ever  traceable  to  importation  ? 

A.  It  certainly  occurs  quite  spontaneously,  and 
like  small  pox,  seems  to  depend  upon  a  speciiic  con- 
tagion. 

Q.  81.  In  your  opinion,  is  there  any  affinity  or  al- 
liance between  varicella  and  variola  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  ;  but  authors  seem  to 
think  so. 

Q.  82.  Can  you  alledge  any  reason  why  small  pox 
should  not  appear  spontaneously,  i.  e.  independently 
of  communication  with  persons  already  infected,  as 
well  as  chicken  pox  ? 

A.  I  see  none  whatever;  but  like  varicella,  mea- 
sles, &c.  seems  to  depend  upon  a  specific  contagion. 

Q.  83.  Does  hooping  cough  ever  occur  in  Jamaica 

A.  Very  rarely. 

Q.  84.  You  regard  it  as  infectious  1 
A.  Jt  is  considered  to  be  by  some. 
Q.  85.  Would  you  impose  quarantine  for  it? 
A.  Certainly  not ;  1  never  heard  of  its  prevading 
at  sea. 

Q.  8(3.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  erysipelas  is  evef 
Infectious  ? 
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A.  Yes  ;  I  am  disposed  to  lliiuk  it  is  under  certain 
circumstances,  or  condition  of  insalubrity. 

Q.  87.  Is  dysentery  also  liable  lo  become  infec- 
tious ? 

A.  Yes,  dvsenterv  also. 

Q.  8a.  Would  you  recommend  that  quarantine  be 
imposed  in  cases  of  infectious  erysipelas  and  dy- 
sentery *? 

A.  Yes,  if  there  were  numerous  cases  of  the  dis- 
ease on  board  a  vessel,  but  not  otherwise,  and  ij  it 
did  not  put  on  thai  character. 

Q.  89.  Durmg  your  service  as  health  officer,  has 
quarantine  ever  been  imposed  for  yeiiovv  fever  *? 

A.  No,  1  do  not  recollect  such  an  occcurrence. 
I  never  did. 

Q.  90.  Have  many  vessels  with  yellow  fever  on 
board  arrived  duiing  that  lime  ? 
A.  Yes,  a  a:reat  nianv. 

Q.  91.  You  therefore  permit  yellow  fever  patients 
to  be  landed  at  once,  and  the  rest  on  board  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  pratique  without  any  delay  f 

A.  Yes  ;  1  have  always  done  so  ;  yellow^  fever  pa- 
tients are  continually  being  landed  at  Kingston,  and 
likewise  dysentery  cases,  particularly  out  of  the 
steamers  from  Chagres  and  the  United  ^^tates. 

Q.  92.  Have  you  ever,  during-  your  residence  in  Ja- 
maica, seen  an  instance  that  yellow  fever  appeared  to 
be  communicated  from  the  sick  to  the  healthy  ? 

A.  Yes  :  1  tiiink  that  I  once  have;  the  occasion 
was  a  great  many  years  ago,  (1807,)  before  1  was 
health  officer.  J  have  seen  no  such  case  of  more  re- 
cent vears.  On  that  occasion  I  allude  to,  it  assumed 
a  typhoid  type  and  was  very  fatal  to  the  crew. 

Q.  93.  Was  it  not  once  the  practice  here,  and  in 
some  of  the  other  West  India  islands,  to  impose  qua- 
rantine for  yellow  fever? 

A.  Yes,  it  was,  1  believe.  I  believe  it  was  done 
80  here  also ;  not  in  my  time  as  health  officer. 

Q.  94.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  British  ship  of 
VI  ar  being  refused  pratique  in  consequence  of  having 
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Vellow  fever  on  hoard  in  one  of  the  Britisli  West  In- 
dia islands  and  receiving  it  at  once  in  a  foreign 
one  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have  ;  the  case  occurred,  I  believe,  \vith 
the  ship  ;  the  island  where  she  received  pra- 
tique was  St.  Thomas',  but  I  have  no  personal  i^novv- 
ledge  of  the  facts. 

Q.  95.  Did  you  consider  the  epidemic  disease, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  dandy  fever,  which  |)re- 
vailed  here  and  in  other  West  India  islands,  as  infec- 
tions 1 

A.  I  did  not,  but  many  medical  men  did,  as  they 
do  cholera,  &c. 

Q.  96).  Have  you  seen  any  other  epidemic  diseases 
in  Jamaica  besides  those  already  mentioned  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  I  have  seen  influenza,  and  also  epidemic 
dysentery,  and  erysipelas. 

Q.  97.  Was  either  of  these  diseases,  in  your  opi- 
nion, ever  introduced  by  shipping-  ? 

A.  No  ;  I  could  not  discover  that  they  were,  but 
others  thought  that  they  were;  particularly  small  pox 
and  cholera.  It  has  generally  produced  a  difficult 
and  futile  task  to  trace  these  diseases  to  importa- 
tion ;  in  some  instances  I  did  succeed,  and  they  are 
related  in  this  examination. 

Q.  98.  Jt  appears,  therefore,  from  your  evidence, 
Dr.  Chamberlane,  that  three  great  and  fatal  epide- 
mics, viz.: — small  pox,  in  1831;  scarlatina,  in  1841  ; 
and  cholera,  in  1850;  not  to  mention  any  of  yellow 
fever,  for  the  prevention  of  which  quarantine  has  not 
been  imposed,  had  occurred  in  Jamaica  while  you 
have  been  health  officer,  and  that  upon  none  of  these 
occasions  could  the  disease  be  traced  to  importation, 
notwithstanding  every  pains  were  taken  to  discover 
the  origin  of  the  epidemic.    Is  such  your  opinion  1 

A.  Yes;  it  is  most  certainly,  to  the  best  of  my  judg- 
ment and  enquiry;  small  pox  might  have  been,  t 
ha  ve  my  doubt?;  with  reference  to  cholera  and  scarla- 
tina. Nevertheless,  it  is  supposed  that  cholera  was 
Introduced  l)y  vessels  from  Cliagres. 
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Q.  99.  riave  you  ever  witnessed  a  case  where  vou 
were  satisfied  that  any  disease  was  conveyed  from  a 
vessel  to  the  shore  by  letters,  or  by  any  description  of 
Jffmiles,  under  which  term  the  cargoes  of  vessels,  as 
w  ell  as  body  clothes,  are  included  ? 

A.  JNo,  1  never  have  ;  but  the  introduction  of  cho- 
lera, at  Port-Poyal,  was  falsely  ascribed  to  the  latter 
cause.    1  mean  foul  linen. 

Q.  loo.  Clause  three  of  the  existing  quarantine  act 
intimates  that  some  merchandize  and  goods  are  more 
liable  to  retain  and  carry  infection  than  others  ;  what 
is  your  opinion  ? 

A.  IVly  last  answer  is  a  reply  to  this  question  ;  some 
think  otherwise,  that  cotton  and  woollen  stuffs  possess 
such  properties. 

Q.  lOl.  In  yonr  opinion,  is  the  dead  body  more,  or 
is  it  less  liable  to  convey  and  diftuse  an  infectious 
disease,  than  the  living  one  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  1  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  less  so  ; 
such  fears  never  operated  with  me  during  the  recent 
visitation,  but  this  is  adverse  to  the  general  opinion. 

Q.  10*2.  Do  vou  consider  the  medical  attendant  of 
a  patient,  labouring  under  an  infectious  disease,  apt 
to  convey  the  malady  to  his  other  patients  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  under  some  circumstances  1  think  he  may 
do  so,  as  in  small  pox,  for  instance,  or  scarlatina. 

Q.  103.  Have  you  met  with  such  instances  in  your 
own  practice  ? 

A.  J  have. 

Q.  104.  Frequently,  or  occasionally  1 

A.  Occasionally,  and  that  rarely. 

Q,  105.  Would  you,  under  any  circumstances,  deem 
it  necessary  that  any  sort  of  restriction  be  imposed  on 
a  medical  man  on  shore,  while  he  attends  cases  of 
infectious  diseases,  with  the  view  of  preventing  its 
spread  1 

A.  Certainly  not ;  I  never  heard  of  such  a  course 
being  pursned,  but  nevertheless,  1  am  of  opinion  he 
may  become  the  medium  of  infection,  as  I  have  stated 
under  certain  circumstance^. 
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Q.  106.  What  measures  should  you  adopt  to  pre-, 
vent  the  spread  of  an  infectious  disease  on  shore 

A.  I  should  advise  that  the  sick  be  separated  from 
the  healthy,  and  that  all  sanitary  precautions,  in  the 
way  of  cleanliness  and  free  ventilation,  be  enforced. 

y.  107.  Would  you  advise  that  any  of  the  healthy 
Dr  unattacked  inmates  of  the  house,  where  the  dis- 
ease occurred,  be  put  in  quarantine  or  under  any  re- 
striction ? 

A,  No,  I  should  not.  Segregation  and  temporary 
solation,  and  the  strict  observance  of  sanitary  mea- 
511  res,  would  preclude  such  a  necessity,  but  much 
iepends  upon  the  nature  of  the  disease,  and  the  num- 
ber of  persons  infected,  &c. 

Q.  108.  Are  you  aware  that  single  or  sporadic 
;ases  of  the  plague  are  continually  occurring  every 
^ear  in  different  parts  of  Egypt,  just  as  in  the  case 
vith  cholera  in  the  East  Indies,  and  yellow  tever  in 
he  West  Indies,  but  that  epidemics  of  the  disease 
)ccur  only  occasionally  and  after  the  interval  of  seve- 
ral years  ? 

A.  Yes,  1  am.  Cholera  never  appeared  nor  travel- 
ed to  these  shores  till  last  year ;  an  extraordinary 
^ear  it  was  in  reference  to  atmospheric  phenomena  ; 
lome  great  epidemic  was  anticipated  by  many,  and 
jreparations  made  accordingly.  Yellow  fever  is  ab- 
ent  sometimes  for  several  years,  except  a  sporadic 
ase  or  two.  Nine  or  ten  years  ago  it  made  awful  ra- 
ages  amongst  the  military  and  naval  forces  here. 

y.  109.  How  do  you  account  for  such  phenomena, 
n  reference  to  plague,  yellow  fever,  and  cholera  ? 

A.  By  the  peculiarities  of  season,  and  the  exist- 
mce  of  certain  atmospheric  influences.  This  is  the 
►rdinary  occurrence  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Q.  1 10.  Then  these  diseases  shew  no  tendency  to 
pread  or  become  epidemic  in  some  years,  although 
10  restrictive  measures  are  adopted,  while  they  do  in 
>thers. 

A.  Yes  ;  it  is  so. 

Q.  111.  Do  you  consider  that  the  atmospheric  pe- 
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xiuliarities  to  which  you  have  jusi  alhided,  are  neces- 
sary accompaniments  or  precursor  to  the  spreading 
of  all  diseases  Avhich  are  every  now  and  then  liable  to 
prevail  epidemically — small  pox  and  the  other  ex- 
anthemata, as  well  as  the  plague,  yellow  fever,  and 
cholera  ? 

A,  Yes,  1  do  ;  and  I  would  give  the  late  awful  vi- 
sitation as  an  instance  worthy  of  record.  Previous  to 
the  outbreak,  numerous  cases  of  intermittent  fever, 
dysentery,  and  diarrhcpa  prevailed  in  the  district  of 
Kingston,  under  my  charge.  It  is  an  unhealthy  dis- 
trict, surrounded  by  grave  yards,  &c.  &c.  and  is  in- 
habited chiefly  by  paupers  ot  the  lower  orders. 

Q.  112.  Do  you  consider  that  quarantine,  as  it  is  at 
present  practiced  in  Jamaica,  is  a  safeguard,  or  affords 
much  protection  to  the  public  health  ? 

A.  No  ;  it  is  not  now  a  sufficient  safeguard  as  it  is 
carried  out,  but  it  might  be  rendered  otherwise,  very 
easily  too,  and  the  public  health  better  protected. 

Q,  113.  Is  it  a  source  of  much  inconvenience  and 
distress,  as  well  as  of  expence  to  the  shipping  ? 

A.  Yes ;  it  is,  1  believe.  No  class  of  persons  are 
disposed  to  submit,  under  any  circumstances,  to  re- 
strictions on  their  liberty. 

Q.  114.  What  changes  or  modifications  in  the  ex- 
isting practice  of  quarantine  here  would  you  recom- 
mend ? 

A.  In  the  first  place  1  should  recommend  that  the 
health  officer  should  go  on  board  instead  of  merely 
going  alongside  of  each  vessel,  and  fully  ascertain  the 
actual  condition  of  those  on  board,  and  also  of  the 
vessel  itself,  preparatory  to  the  adoption  of  such  pre- 
cautionary measures  as  he  may  require  to  be  carried 
into  effect. 

Q.  1 15.  In  the  event  of  any  person  or  persons  be- 
ing confined  to  bed  by  sickness  in  the  between  decks, 
would  you  recommend  that  the  health  officer  should 
go  below  and  see  them,  if  there  was  no  medical  man 
on  board  ? 

A,  Yes,  I  would  ;  I  have  done  so  in  some  instances 


Appendix,  6!^ 

wh\\  American  steamers  Avhen  dysentery  and  inter- 
iiittent  fevers  prevailed,  and  I  have  caused  the  dead 
o  be  removed  from  them  and  buried  on  shore. 

Q.  116.  Do  you  consider  it  necessary  that  letters 
ihould  be  fumigated  before  being  landed  ? 

A.  I  do  not ;  the  present  practice  might  bediscon- 
inued  with  perfect  safety,  under  certain  restrictions. 

Q.  117.  Would  you  permit  the  body  clothes  of  those 
)n  board  a  vessel  in  quarantine  to  be  sent  ashore  to 
36  washed? 

A.  I  see  no  objections,  provided  they  were  first 
mmersed  in  boiling  or  in  sea  water. 

Q.  118.  Against  what  diseases  do  you  consider  that 
quarantine  is  necessary  ? 

A.  Against  small  pox,  measles,  and  scarlatina  ; 
ilso  whenever  there  were  very  many  cases  of  yellow 
ever,  erysipelas,  and  dysentery  on  board,  if  these 
liseases  appeared  to  have  assumed  an  infectious  cha- 
•acter,  as  I  have  known  them  to  do. 

Q.  119.  What  measures  should,  in  your  opinion,  be 
idopted  in  the  event  of  a  vessel  having  any  of  the 
liseases  now  enumerated  on  board? 

A.  I  would  recommend  that  all  on  board,  the  sick  as 
well  as  the  healthy,  be  removed  out  of  the  ship  and 
anded  in  a  lazaretto,  or  place  of  security,  keeping 
:he  sick  and  healthy  apart  from  each  other,  while  the 
k^essel  should  be  fumigated  and  cleansed.  We  have 
ao  lazaretto,  but  P'ort  Augusta  was  recently  convert* 
ed  into  one  for  the  service  of  the  emigrant  ship. 

Q.  120.  Do  you  think  that  the  healthy  and  unat- 
tacked  should  be  kept  in  quarantine  as  well  as  the 
sick  ? 

A.  In  some  cases  1  am  of  opinion  that  they  should^ 
for  some  days  at  least. 

Q.  121.  Supposing  that  a  vessel  arrived,  having 
had,  during  the  voyage,  one  or  two  cases  of  small  pax 
on  board,  but  that  all,  upon  arrival,  were  quite 
healthy,  what  duration  of  quarantine,  or  segregation, 
in  a  place  of  detention,  would  you  recommend  ? 

A.  1  should  require  fourteen  days,  to  have  elapsed 
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since  the  date  of  the  last  death,  or  the  convalescence 
of  the  last  case,  before  I  would  permit  any  on  board 
to  have  "  pratique."  1  think  this  the  minimum  re- 
striction in  such  cases.    I  speak  from  facts. 

Q.  122.  If  one  or  two  cases  of  measles,  or  scarla- 
tina had  occurred  under  the  like  circumstances,  what 
detention  would  you  impose? 

A.  As  in  the  case  of  small  pox,  but  for  a  shorter 
period,  viz. :  a  week  or  ten  days  ;  measles  and  scarla-^ 
Una  are  highly  infectious,  and  fatal  diseases. 

Q.  123.  In  the  case  of  numerous  cases  of  yellow  fe- 
ver, erysipelas,  and  dysentery  being  on  board  a  ves- 
sel on  her  arrival,  what  measures  should  be  taken  ? 

A.  I  should  only  detain  the  sick,  but  I  should  im- 
pose no  restraint  on  the  unattacked ;  segregation 
would  answer  all  purposes  in  preventing  any  mis- 
chief in  such  cases,  especially  if  they  had  not  assumed 
an  infectious  tendency. 

Q.  124.  If  all  the  crew  and  others  on  board  a  ves- 
sel to  be  put  into  quarantine,  were  removed  out  of  her, 
do  you  think  that  the  cargo  might  be  landed  at  once 
without  any  danger  to  the  public  health  ? 

A.  As  I  have  never  seen  or  known  of  an  authentic 
case  of  any  infectious  disease  being  conveyed  by  any 
description  of  merchandize  or  goods,  (excepting  per- 
haps foul  vapor  linen,  in  certain  infectious  diseases,) 
I  do  not  see  any  good  reason  why  the  cargo  might 
not  be  landed  at  once. 

Q.  125.  Do  you  consider  that  vessels  might,  with 
safety,  be  allowed  to  come  up  at  once  to  the  port  of 
Kingston  and  be  boarded  by  the  health  officer  there 
in  place  of  being  detained  at  Port-Royal  for  that  pur- 
pose ? 

A.  Yes,  I  do  ;  at  the  wharf  or  wharves  at  the  west 
end  of  Kingston,  1  ti)ink  that  a  better  and  more  rigid 
mode  of  examination  could  be  carried  on,  and  the 
public  more  effectually  secured  against  the  introduc- 
tion of  all,  or  any  contagious  or  infectious  diseases, 
than  the  course  now  adopted.  lean  see  no  danger 
from  such  a  course  being  pursued.    1  have  sent  a 
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vessel  from  that  direction  or  station  into  quarantine, 
having  a  case  of  small  pox  on  board  while  lying  in 
the  stream,  just  as  it  broke  out,  and  prevented  the 
spread  of  the  disease. 

Q.  1*26.  Might  ships  of  war,  on  their  arrival  at  Port- 
Royal,  be  permitted,  do  you  think,  to  carry  out  pre- 
cautionary measures  against  the  introduction  of  dis- 
ease under  the  direction  of  the  principal  medical 
officer  of  the  royal  naval  hospital  ? 

A.  I  am  of  opinion  that  quarantine  regulations 
may  be  safely  carried  out  by  such  authorities  in  their 
own  department.  1  may  mention  that  prior  to  1830, 
ships  of  war  were  not  subject  to  supervision  of  the 
health  officer,  or  to  the  quarantine  regulations  affect- 
ing other  vessels,  but  the  legislature  deemed  it  ne- 
cessary to  include  them  afterwards. 

Q.  1*27.  Are  you  aware,  whether  before  1830,  when 
ships  of  war  were  first  brought  under  the  operation  of 
the  quarantine  laws,  they  were  ever  suspected  of 
having  introduced  an  epidemic  infectious  disease  into 
Jamaica  ? 

A.  1  am  not  aware  that  they  ever  were.  I  havey 
no  instances  to  relate.  They  were  in  1840  included 
and  placed  under  the  supervision  of  the  health  officer, 
like  other  craft,  perhaps  upon  suspicion.  1  may  state 
that  after  the  appearance  of  cholera  in  England,  in 
1831  and  183*2,  the  board  of  health  established  here, 
by  Lord  Bel  more  and  his  council,  directed  a// ves- 
sels to  be  visited  by  the  health  officer. 

Q.  1*28.  Have  you  read  the  report  of  the  French 
academy  of  medicine  on  quarantine,  and  the  plague 
in  1846  ? 

A.  No ;  I  have  seen  extracts  from  it, 

Q,  1*29  Have  you  read  the  report  of  the  general 
board  of  health  on  quarantine  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  I  have  read  portions  of  it. 

Q.  130.  Do  you  concur  with  the  general  conclu- 
sions of  that  report  ? 

A-  Answer  above.  No. 
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Q.  l;31.  Are  you  aware  that  formai  quarantine  is 
virtually  abolislietl  in  (inglancl  ? 

A.  I  have  heard  so,  under  the  free  trade  laws  and 
regulations,  and  I  look  upon  it  as  rather  unsafe,  and 
a  dangerous  expei  iment  in  some  cases.  I  mean  the 
substitution  oi'  sanitan/  measures  a/one  for  quarantine 
restrictions,  as  recommended  by  the  general  board 
of  health  of  England. 

Additional  Queries. 

Q.  1.  What  restrictions  would  you  recommend  on 
the  sending  of  letters  ashore  ? 

A.  In  (iase  small  pox  or  olher  infectious  disease 
appeared  on  board  at  or  near  ihe  end  of  the  voyage^ 
the  mail  bags  ought  to  be  freely  exposed  to  the  air 
for  sometime  before  being  landed  or  fumigated. 

Q.  2.  How  would  you  determine  on,  from  what  ex- 
act period  of  a  case  would  you  date  convalescence 
from  small  pox,  measles,  and  scarlatina  *^ 

A.  In  reference  to  measles  and  scarlatina  I  should 
date  from  two  to  three  days  after  the  completion  of 
the  desquamation  of  the  cuticle  ;  in  case  of  small  pox 
perhaps  later. 

Q.  3.  At  w  hat  period  of  an  exanthematous  fever  do 
you  rejjard  the  activity  of  the  morbific  poison,  or  the 
risk  of  infection  to  be  greatest  ? 

A-  In  measles,  after  the  eruption  has  appeared,  or 
is  fully  established,  but  particularly  during  the  pro- 
cess of  desquamation. 

Ill  scarlatina,  at  the  com.mencement  of  tb.e  process 
of  desquamation  in  particular,  and  perhaps  shortly 
after  the  commencement  of  the  efflorescence. 

In  small  pox.  soon  after  the  maturation  of  the  pus- 
tules has  commenced,  and  during  the  process  of  des- 
quamation also.  I  allude  to  the  ordinary  forms  of 
these. 

Q.  4.  Would  yon  require  the  same  period  of  deten- 
tion in  quarantine  for  vaccinated,       for  unvacci- 
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natci]  persons  who  happened  to  he^on  board  a  ves- 
sel in  which  one  or  two  cases  of  small  pox  had  oc- 
curred during  a  voyage,  but  which  was  free  from  dis- 
ease upon  her  arrival  \ 

A.  i\o  ;  1  consider  that  one  half  the  period  would 
be  sufficient  for  vaccinated  persons  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, and  therefore  that  only  seven  days  should 
be  required  in  their  case  to  have  elapsed  since  the 
death  or  convalescence  of  the  last  case. 

Q.  5.  Do  you  consider  that  if  all  on  board  of  a  ship 
which  was  put  into  quarantine  in  consequence  of  a 
case  or  two  of  small  pox  having  been  on  board  were 
vaccinated  immediately  upon  arrival,  the  period  of 
detention  might,  with  safety,  be  abridged  I 

A.  Yes,  1  think  it  might;  nevertheless  it  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  one  vaccinated  emigrant  on  board 
the  "Brandon"  took  the  disease,  but  recovered. 

Q.  6.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  cases  of  small  pox 
have  occurred  on  board  any  of  the  royal  mail  steamers 
during  the  voyage  from  England  to  Jamaica  ?  If  so, 
were  they  ])ut  into  quarantine  ? 

A.  1  have  been  quite  recently  informed  by  Dr. 
Maclean,  the  chairman,  that  a  single  case  of  small  pox 
occurred  in  the  "  Medway,"  in  November,  1849. — 
The  man,  one  of  the  crew,  sickened  after  leaving  Ma- 
deira. When  they  reached  Barbadoes  he  was  conva- 
lescing.  The  vessel  was  put  and  kept  in  quarantine 
during  the  three  days  she  remained  there,  and  the 
patient  was  put  on  board  a  sciiooner  for  the  purpose 
of  completing  his  quarantine.  A  sort  of  sentry  box 
on  the  deck,  in  which  he  had  been  kept  apart  from  the 
rest  of  the  crew,  was  thrown  overboard.  The  IVJed- 
waj."  proceeded  onto  St,  Thomas,  where  she  was 
at  once  admitted  to  pratique.  As  she  was  leaving 
Barbadoes,  they  saw  some  fishermen  hauling  the  sen- 
try box  ashore  and  landing  it.  The  "  Medway"  ar- 
rived at  Jamaica  six  days  after  leaving  Barbadoes,  and 
was  at  once  admitted  to  })r;ilique,  having  a  dean  bill 
of  health  from  St,  Thomas,  and  all  on  board  having 
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continued  quite  healthy.  Dr.  Milroy  has  also  inform- 
ed me  that  a  single  case  of  small  pox  occurred  on 
board  the  ''Severn,"  during  his  voyage  out  in  Ja- 
nuary last.  'J  he  man,  one  of  the  crew,  was  conva- 
lescent when  they  reached  St.  Thomas,  and  the  ves- 
sel was,  in  consequence  of  this,  and  of  no  other  case 
having  occurred  on  board,  admitted  to  pratique  at 
once.  Dr.  Milroy  and  the  ol her  passengers  for  Ja- 
maica Wfre  transferred  to  another  steamer,  the 
"  Great  Western,"  w  hich  brought  a  clean  bill  of 
health  from  St.  Thomas,  and  consequently  received 
"  pratique"  on  arrival  at  Port  Royal.  I  had  not  heard 
of  th(ise  cases  until  the  other  day. 

(Signed,)      R.  CHAMBERLANE,  M.D. 

Examination  of  Dr.  Wahhe,  H.A.  before  the  quaran- 
tine committee  of  the  Central  Board  of  Healthy  bth 
June,  1851. 

Question  1.  How  long  have  you  acted  as  deputy 
health  officer  at  Port- Royal  \ 

Answer.  Two  years  and  a  half. 

Q.  2.  In  your  absence  the  health  officer's  visit  may 
be  performed  by  an  officer  of  the  customs  ? 

A.  Yes,  it  may  ;  it  is  permitted  by  the  quarantine 
act. 

Q.  3.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  vessels  have  had 
communication  with  the  shore  before  the  visit  of  the 
health  officer,  or  after  quarantine  had  been  imposed  ? 

A.  I  have  known  instances  of  persons  going  on 
board  vessels  before  1  had  visited.  They  were  re- 
ported upon. 

Q.  4.  Was  any  penalty  inflicted  on  the  offenders  ? 

A .  I  believe  not. 

Q.  5.  Are  there  any  means  of  preventing  communi- 
cation between  vessels  in  quarantine  and  the  shore 
at  night  \ 

A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  6.  In  your  opinion  does  the  existing  system  or 
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practice  of  quarantine  afford  a  safe  guard  or  protec- 
tion against  the  introduction  of  infectious  or  conta- 
gious  diseases  *? 

A.  1  thiniv  not,  in  its  present  state. 

Q.  7.  Is  it  the  source  of  much  inconvenience  and 
distress,  as  well  as  of  great  expence  to  the  shipping? 

A.  Yes,  decidedly. 

Q.  8.  What  changes  or  modifications  should  you 
recommend  in  the  present  system  or  practice  of  qua- 
rantine  ? 

A.  There  should  be  a  lazaretto  for  the  reception  of 
suspected  as  well  as  of  sick  persons;  they  should  be 
separated  one  from  the  other. 

Q.  9.  Do  you  consider  that  the  public  health  would 
be  endangered  if  the  liealth  officer  were  to  go  on 
board  and  inspect  a  vessel  on  her  arrival,  and  also 
those  on  board,  instead  of  merely  going  alongside  as 
at  present  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  do,  if  there  were  any  infectious  disease 
on  board. 

Q.  10.  You  were  at  Port-Royal  when  the  earliest 
cases  of  Asiatic  cholera  occurred  there  ;  had  you  any 
reason  to  believe  that  the  disease  was  introduced  by 
any  vessel  ? 

A.  No,  1  have  not. 

Q.  11.  Supposing  a  vessel  arriving,  having  recent- 
ly  had  one  or  two  cases  of  small  pox  on  board  during 
the  voyage,  but  with  all  quite  healthy  after  arrival, 
do  you  consider  that  the  vessel  should  be  put  into 
quarantine  ;  and,  if  so,  for  what  length  of  time  ? 

A.  1  am  not  prepared  to  give  a  decided  opinion 
upon  this  question. 

Q.  12.  Have  you  ever  known  of  persons  dying  on 
board  of  vessels  in  quarantine,  and  without  any  me- 
dical attendance  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have ;  and  of  small  pox. 

Q.  13.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  circumstances, 
of  H.  M.  S.  Alban  being  put  into  quarantine  for  tea 
days,  a  few  months  ago,  in  consequence  of  two  cases 
of  measles  having  occurred  on  board   during  the 
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voyage  from  to  Jamaica,  although  the 

children  were  declared  to  be  convalescent  upon  ar- 
rival, and  all  others  on  board  had  been  and  were 
perfectly  healthy  ;   do  you  consider  that  such  de- 
tention was  necessary. 
A.  Yes,  I  do. 

Q.  14.  Is  quarantine  ever  imposed  at  Port-Royal 
for  cases  of  any  sort  of  fever,  continued  or  periodic, 
having  occurred  during  the  voyage,  or  being  on  board 
at  the  time  of  arrival  V 

A.  ISo,  I  believe  never. 

Q.  15.  Have  you  known  of  any  instance  of  a  ves- 
sel arriving  with  the  corpse  of  a  patient  who  had 
died  on  board  from  fever ;  if  so,  was  quarantine  im- 
posed ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have;  no  quarantine  was  imposed. 

Q.  16*.  "The  order  of  the  governor,  dated  2ftth 
October,  1850,  contains  the  following  instructions 
That  if  there  be  any  *'  body  on  board  who  is  ill  of  ma- 
lignant cholera,  or  of  any  other  disease  which  either 
yourself  or  other  medical  men  regard  as  infectious  or 
contagious,  or  if  any  person  has  died  on  the  passage 
of  any  such  disease,  or  if  the  clothes  of  any  person 
who  has  so  died  are  on  board,  or  if  the  vessel  has  ar- 
rived after  a  passage  of  less  than  five  days  from  any 
part  where  you  ascertain  that  any  such  disease  pre- 
vailed at  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  vessel,  then, 
and  in  every  such  case,  you  insist  upon  the  vessels 
stopping  and  casting  anchor  if  necessary,  and  re- 
fraining from  all  communication  with  the  shore,  until 
you  shall  have  reported  the  case  and  circumstances 
to  the  actual  president  of  the  board  of  health,  at 
Kingston,  and  to  the  governor  or  oflicer  administer- 
ing the  government  of  the  island,  and  until  further 
.directions  are  given  by  competent  authority."  The 
order  then  proceeds  lo  state,   "  you  may  consido 
these  instructions  for  the  present,  as  applicable  indis- 
criminately to  all  vessels  of  any  description,  except 
Jier  majesty's  ships  of  war,  or  oiher  vessels  of  the  roijal 
stavij:'    ]>o  you  consider  that  these  instructions  au- 
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thorizeil  you  not  to  detain  or  put  into  quarantine 
ships  of  war,  if  they  had  had  a  case  or  cases  of  cho- 
lera or  other  infectious  disease  on  board,  or  if  cases 
of  such  diseases  had  occurred  during  the  voyage? 
A.  Yes,  I  do. 

Q.  17.  Do  you  consider  that  the  public  health 
would  be  endano-ered  if  ships  of  war,  at  Port- Royal, 
were  left  to  carry  out  precautionary  and  preventive 
measures  under  the  direction  of  the  medical  officers 
of  the  royal  naval  hospital  ? 

A.  In  my  opinion,  all  vessels  of  war  should  be 
subjected  to  the  same  regulations  and  restrictions 
which  are  imposed  on  merchant  vessels. 

Please  to  add  any  remarks  illustrative  of  the  ope- 
ration and  practice  of  quarantine  in  this  port,  or  sug- 
gestive of  any  modification  which  you  would  recom- 
mend to  be  adopted  and  which  you  think  it  right 
that  the  Central  Board  of  Health  should  be  made  ac- 
quainted with. 

Examination  of  captain  Cooper,  JZ.N.  harbour  master 
of  the  port  of  Kingston y  before  the  quarantine  com- 
mittee^ oth  June,  1851. 

Question.  1.  How  long  have  you  been  harbour 
master  of  the  port  of  Kingston  ? 
Answer.  Six  years. 

Q.  2.  Has  your  attention  been  drawn  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  quarantine  laws  on  the  vessels  arriving  in 
the  port? 

A.  Yes  ;  on  various  occasions. 

Q.  3.  Do  you  consider  that  the  existing  system  of 
quarantine,  as  carried  out  here,  affords  a  security  and 
safeguard  against  the  introduction  of  infectious  dis- 
eases by  vessels  arriving  ? 

A.  No  ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  4.  Can  you  inform  the  committee  whether  any 
vessels  from  Havanna,  or  other  port  iji  Cuba,  were 
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put  into  quarantine  here  during  the  first  nine  months 
of  last  year  ? 

A.  Not  to  my  knowledge,  although  there  was  a 
monthly  communication  with  Havanna  by  the  royal 
mail  steamers. 

Q.  5.  Are  you  aware  whether  vessels  from  Kingston 
dming  the  prevalence  of  cholera  here,  were  put  into 
quarantine  in  Cuba,  where  the  disease  was  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  6.  Can  you  inform  the  committee  of  the  aver- 
age usual  expences  to  which  a  vessel  is  subjected  in 
the  ports  of  Cuba,  when  she  is  detained  tliere  in 
quarantine  ? 

A.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  charges  which 
were  imposed  on  a  cutter,  the  "  Hero,"  during  qua- 
rantine for  seven  days,  in  the  harbour  of  St.  Jago  de 
Cuba : — 

Interpreter  of  visits,  at  4s.  per  visit  £1  8  0 
Doctor,  seven  visits,  at  12s.  4    4  0 

One  voyage  aboard  0    4  0 


£5  16  0 

The  daily  expences,  at  30s.  per  day  £I0  10  0 


Q.  7.  If  it  was  deemed  advisable  that  vessels  should, 
instead  of  being  visited  by  the  health  officer  at  Port- 
Royal,  be  permitted  to  come  up  the  harbour  and  be 
then  boarded  from  the  shore,  is  there  convenient  an- 
chorage ground  in  the  stream  and  within  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  shore  where  vessels  might  come  to  ; 
and  what  place  would  you  recommend  ? 

A.  There  is  jierfectly  good  anchorage  ground,  and 
vessels  might  be  anchored  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
from  the  shore,  south  of  the  town  ;  they  woul^then 
be  perfectly  clear  of  all  vessels  lying  in  the  pt)rt  of 
Kingston,  by  placing  a  buoy  there,  and  instructions 
being  given  to  the  pilots,  to  anchor  all  vessels  there 
until  b'jartled, 
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Q.  8.  Are  there  any  disadvantages  or  inconveni- 
ences attending*  the  present  practice  of  the  vessels 
being  visited  by  the  health  ollicer  off  Port- Royal  ? 

A.  None;  but  I  do  not  consider  that  snfhcient  time 
is  given  to  the  health  officer  to  make  the  necessary 
enquiries  and  examination,  the  vessel  being  under 
weigh  at  the  time,  and  frequently  two  or  three  vessels 
entering  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  9.  Would  it  be,  in  your  opinion,  a  convenience 
or  any  saving  of  expence  to  the  shipping,  if  such  a 
place  were  adopted  in  place  of  the  present  practice"? 

A.  It  would  not  be  a  saving,  but  if  it  be  necessary 
that  quarantine  regulations  should  be  strictly  carried 
3ut,  it  would  be  far  better  than  the  present  plan,  and 
to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  without  any  additional 
risk  to  the  public  health. 

Please  to  add  any  remarks  or  observations  illustra- 
tive of  the  operation  of  the  quarantine  laws,  with 
which  you  think  that  the  Central  Board  of  Health 
should  be  acquainted. 

(Signed,)  W.  S.  COOPER, 

Harbour  Master. 


70 


Appendix. 


APPENDIX  E,  No.  2. 

Answers  oj  Dr.  John  McFarlane,  to  the  questions  is- 
sued hij  the  quarantine  committee  of  the  Central 
Board  of  Health. 

Question  1.  How  lone;  have  yon  acted  as  health  of- 
ficer at  the  port  of  Montego-Bay  ? 

Answer,  Since  the  1 5th  April  last. 

Q.  '2,  Do  yon  act  as  health  officer  for  more  than 
one  port;  if  so,  how  far  distant  are  they  from  each 
other,  and  from  vour  residence? 

A.  I  act  as  health  oiiicer  for  the  port  of  Montego- 
Bay,  and  reside  in  tlie  town. 

Q.  3.  What  is  the  average  nnmber  of  vessels  per 
annum,  put  into  quarantine  in  the  port  of  Montego- 
Bay,  while  you  have  been  health  ofticer  ? 

A.  There  has  been  no  vessel  put  into  quarantine, 
since  I  have  been  health  oflicer. 

Q.  4.  In  most  of  the  instances  where  quarantine 
has  been  imposed  during  your  service,  has  it  been 
owing  merely  to  the  vessels  having  arrived  from  an 
infected  or  suspected  port,  or  to  their  having  actual 
disease  on  board  at  the  time  of  arrival  ? 

A.  See  answer  to  query  No.  3. 

Q.  5.  State  as  nearly  as  yon  can,  the  number  of 
vessels  which  have  been  put  into  quarantine  in  your 
port,  during  your  tenure  of  office  in  consequence  of 
actual  disease  on  board,  and  please  specify  the  disease 
or  diseases  for  which  the  detention  was  imposed  ? 

A.  See  answer  to  query  No.  3. 

Q.  6.  Is  any  medical  attendance  given  to  the  sick 
on  board  a  vessel  in  quarantine.  Have  you  ever 
known  of  a  case  proving  fatal  on  board  % 

A.  See  answer  to  query  No.  3. 

Q.  7.  Please  to  describe  the  mode  of  procedure  in 

ascertaining  whether  a  vessel  outside  the  port  is  to 
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receive  pratique,  or  to  be  put  into  quarantine  ;  does 
the  pilot  ascertain  this  before  the  visit  of  the  health 
officer;  do  you  know  of  an  instance  or  instances 
where  the  pilot,  boarding-  a  vessel  at  sea,  has  taken 
the  crew  of  his  boat  on  board,  and  that  the  crew  af- 
terwards left  the  vessel  and  returned  on  shore  leaving 
the  pilot  on  board  to  take  the  vessel  into  port ! 

A.  In  general  the  pilot  boards  the  vessel  at  sea, 
but  the  pilot  crew  do  not  board  ;  they  proceed,  when 
within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  anchorage,  for 
the  health  officer,  who  immediately  goes  alongside 
md  ascertains  the  state  of  the  health  of  the  vessel, 
idmitting  her  to  pratique  or  otherwise,  according  to 
;ircumstances.  1  am  not  aware  of  any  instance 
where  the  crew  of  the  pilot  boat  have  boarded  a  ves- 
sel and  returned  on  shore,  leaving  the  pilot  on  board. 

Q.  8.  At  what  distance  from  the  port  is  the  qua- 
rantine ground  or  station  ;  is  it  a  safe  anchorage  ; 
rave  you  ever  known  of  accidents  from  vessels  lying 
there  ;  are  there  any  means  of  preventing  communi- 
cation with  the  shore  \ 

A.  The  quarantine  ground,  (Great  River,)  is  dis- 
ant  about  three  miles  l)y  sea,  from  Montego-Bay, 
md  seven  miles  by  land.  Jt  is  considered,  by  the 
nost  competent  judges,  an  anchorage  of  the  best  and 
safest  description.  I  have  never  known  any  acci- 
lents  happen  to  any  vessel  lying  there  ;  but  there 
ire  no  means  of  preventing  communication  with  the 
ihore. 

Q.  0.  Have  )'ou  heard  of  instances  where  any  vio- 
ation  of  the  existing  quarantine  regulations,  in  yonr 
)ort,  have  taken  place,  either  in  the  way  of  an  incor- 
ect  statement,  having  been  given  on  arrival  as  to  the 
lealth  of  those  on  board  d'uring  the  voyage,  or  by 
-ny  communication  with  the  shore  duripg  quaran- 
ine  ? 

A.  1  am  not  aware  of  any  violation  of  the  existing 
[uarantine  regulations,  in  either  of  the  ways  mention- 
d  in  the  query. 

Q.  10.  During  your  residence  at  or  near  to  the 
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port  of  Monlego-Bay,  what  epidemic  diseases  liave 
prevailed  in  the  town  or  surrounding  district?  Were 
they  distinctly  traceable  to  introduction  by  ship- 
ping ? 

A.  D  uring  my  residence  in  Montego-Bay,  yellosv 
fever  has  thrice  prevailed  as  an  epidemic,  once  in 
1842,  and  the  second  time  in  1848;  scarlet  fever, 
once  in  1844,  and  the  late  visitation  of  cholera  in 
1850  and  18-51.  They  have  never  been  traceable  to 
introduction  by  shipping.  M 

Q.  1  I.  In  your  opinion  does  the  system  of  quaran- 
tine, as  it  exists  at  present  and  is  carried  out,  afford 
protection  to  public  health  ;  and  is  it,  do  you  con- 
sider, a  safeguard  against  the  importation  of  epi- 
demic infectious  diseases. 

A.  In  my  opinion  the  system  of  quarantine  as  at 
present  existing,  aff()r(ls  a  tolerable  efficient  protec- 
tion to  public  heal  til.  It  is  not  a  perfect  safeguard  to 
the  importation  of  epidemic  diseases,  nnless  the  pilots 
were  prevented  from  boarding  before  ascertaining 
the  existence  or  non-existence  of  disease  on  board, 
and  also  having  some  efficient  means  of  preventing 
any  communication  with  the  shore,  in  the  event  of 
a  vessel  being  put  into  quarantine. 

Q.  12.  Are  there  any  changes  or  modification  in 
the  present  system,  Avhich  would  render  it  in  your 
opinion,  more  efficient  as  a  safeguard,  or  make  it  less 
vexatious  to  shipping,  without  compromising  the 
public  health  ? 

A.  The  two  suggestions  made  in  my  last  answer,  ♦ 
are  the  only  ones,  1  at  present  can  make,  and  these 
being  carried  out,  would  not  be  at  all  vexatious  to 
the  shipping. 

Q.  13.  Do  you  consider  that  the  public  health 
would  be  endangered,  if  the  health  officer  went  on 
board  instead  of  merely  alongside,  as  at  present,  eve- 
ry vessel  upon  arrival,  and  ascertained  by  personal 
inspection  and  examination  the  condition  of  those  on 
board,  and  also  the  state  of  the  vessel  itself? 

A.  1  do  not  think  it  would  be  prudent,  (keeping; 
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tn  view  the  piiLlic  health,)  for  the  health  officer  to 
hoard  immediately,  without  first  making  the  necessa^ 
ry  enquiries  as  to  the  state  of  the  ship  ;  but  I  think 
it  would  be  advantageous,  after  being  satisfied  as  to 
the  state  of  the  vessel,  for  the  health  officer  to  board 
md  examine  the  passengers,  crew,  and  ship,  more 
especially  ;  I  consider  the  above  necessary  as  regards 
emigrant  shijys. 

Q,.  14.  Is  there  any  convenient  place  on  shore  to 
ivhich  the  sick  might  be  sent  for  medical  attendance, 
fyou  deemed  it  advisable  that  they  should  be  re- 
moved out  of  the  ship  ? 

A.  P^one. 

Q.  15.  In  the  event  of  a  vessel  being  found  to  be 
exceedingly  foul,  and  therefore  liable  to  produce,  of 
lo  keep  up  and  aggravate  sickness,  is  there  any  placQ 
3n  shore  where  the  healthy  on  board  the  vessel 
night  be  conveniently  located  during  the  process  of 
cleansing  and  purifying  her  ? 

A.  None. 

Q.  16.  Please  to  add  an?  obserrations  respectin^r 
;he  subject  of  anarantme,  or  in  anv  measure  illustra- 
:iveof  its  operation  in  the  island,  either  for  good  or 
jvil,  which  you  think  it  may  be  useful  that  the  Cen* 
,ra|  Board  of  Health  should  be  acquainted  with  ? 

A.  I  have  no  suggestions  or  observations  further 
lian  vvlKit  i  have  ulready  embodied  in  the  previous 
inswers. 

dnstcers  of  Dr.  A.  C.  Stevens  to  /he  qur.sli.Gns  issued 
bij  the  quarauliue  committee  of  the  Centred  Boarel  of 
Health. 

Question  1.  How  long  have  you  acted  as  health  of- 

icer  at  the  port  of  Falmouth  \ 
Answer.  Appointed  in  December,  ln48> 
Q.  %  Do  you  act  as  health  oilicer  for  more  that>. 

me  port  ;  if  so,  how  far  distant  are  they  from  eaciji 

>lher  iiml  from  your  residence  ? 


A.  For  the  port  of  Falmouth  onJy.  I 

Q,  3.  What  is  the  avera^  number  of  vessels,  per 
annum,  put  into  quarantine  in  the  port  of  Falmouth, 
•while  you  have  been  health  officer? 

A.  One  American  brigantine  last  year  put  into 
quarantine,  having  small  pox  on  board  ;  and  during 
the  existence  of  cholera  several  coasting  vessels,  hav- 
ing the  disease  on  board,  were  placed  under  observa- 
tion in  the  harbour. 

Q.  4.  In  most  of  the  instances  where  quarantine 
lias  been  imposed  during  your  service,  has  it  been 
owing  to  the  vessels  having  merely  arrived  from  an 
infected  or  suspected  port,  or  to  their  having  actual 
disease  on  board  at  the  time  of  arrival  ? 

A.  In  consequence  of  the  actual  existence  of  dis-- 
ease  on  board  at  the  time  of  arrival. 

Q.  5.  State,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the  number  of  ves- 
sels which  have  been  put  into  quarantine,  in  your 
port,  during  your  tenure  of  office,  in  consequence  of 
actual  disease  on  board  ;  and  please  to  specify  the 
V disease  or  diseases  for  which  the  detention  was  im- 
posed ] 

A.  One  American  brigantine,  and  four  droghers. 
The  brigantine  had  one  case  of  small  pox  on  board, 
and  the  coasting  vessels  had  cases  of  cholera. 

Q.  6.  Is  any  medical  attendance  given  to  the  sick 
on  board  a  vessel  in  quarantine  ;  have  you  ever  known 
of  a  case  proving  fatal  on  board  ? 

A.  Large  vessels  are  sent  to  Great  River,  to  lee- 
w^ard  of  Montego-Bay,  and  are  under  the  observation 
of  the  health  officer  of  that  port ;  I  know  of  no  fatal 
cases  occurring  on  board  while  in  quarantine. 

Q.  7.  Fiease  to  describe  the  mode  of  procedure 
in  ascertaining  whether  a  vessel  outside  the  port  is 
to  receive  pratique,  or  to  be  put  into  quarantine. 
Does  the  pilot  ascertain  this  before  the  visit  of  the 
health  officer  ;  do  you  know  of  an  instance  or  in- 
stances where  the  pilot  boarding  a  vessel  at  sea,  has 
taken  the  cre'»y  of  his  boat  on  board,  and  that  the 
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crew  afterwards  left  the  vessel  and  returned  on  shore, 
leaving  the  pilot  on  board  to  take  the  vessel  inta 
port  ? 

A.  Vessels  are  boarded  by  the  pilot  at  a  distance 
from  the  harbour,  who,  before  he  boards,  ascertains 
that  no  sickness  exists,  or  has  existed  during  the 
voyage.  The  vessel,  if  the  replies  are  satisfactory, 
is  then  brought  into  port,  when  she  is  boarded  by 
the  health  officer  and  examined.  The  pilot  and  his 
:rew  are  not  permitted  to  leave  a  vessel  till  she  has 
been  so  examined. 

Q.  8.  At  what  distance  from  the  port  is  the  qua- 
rantine ground  or  station ;  is  it  a  safe  anchorage  ; 
have  you  ever  known  of  accidents  from  vessels  lyin* 
there;  are  there  any  means  of  preventing  communis 
cation  with  the  shore 

A.  Vessels  are  sent  from  this  port,  (Falmouth,")  to 
Great  River  to  perform  quarantine,  which  is  about 
six  miles  below  Montego-Bay.  1  am  not  acquainted 
with  the  locality. 

Q.  9.  Have  you  heard  of  instances  where  any  vio* 
lation  of  the  existing  quarantine  regulations,  in  your 
port,  has  taken  place  either  in  the  way  of  an  incor- 
rect statement  having  been  given  on  arrival,  as  to 
the  health  of  those  on  board  during  the  voyage,  or 
by  any  communication  with  the  shore  during  quaran- 
tine ? 

A.  In  the  case  occurred  last  year,  the  captain  en- 
deavoured to  conceal  the  sickness  he  had  on  board, 
and  did  deceive  the  pilot,  who  was  sent  with  the 
vessel  to  quarantine,  when,  inspected  by  the  health 
officer,  the  case  was  discovered. 

Q.  10.  During  your  residence  at  6r  near  the  port 
of  JFalmouth,  what  epidemic  diseases  have  prevailed 
in  the  town  or  surroundings:  district ;  were  they  dis^ 
tinctly  traceable  to  introduction  by  shipping 

A.  1  am  not  aware  of  any  case, of  disease  being  in*^ 
troduced  by  the  shipping. 

Q.  11.  In  your  opinion  does  the  system  of  quaran 
line,  as  it  exists  at  present  and  is  carried  out,  afford 
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protection  to  public  health  ;  and  is  it,  do  you  consi- 
der, a  safeguard  against  the  importation  of  epidemic 
infectious  diseases  I 

A.  If  the  present  system  is  carried  out  properly, 
I  consider  it  a  safeguard  to  pul)lic  health  ;  the  dis- 
ease, the  introduction  of  which  we  have  most  to 
dread,  is  smallpox,  and  a  proper  inspection  of  the 
crev/  of  vessels  is  the  only  safeguard,  as  little  reliance 
is  to  be  placed  on  the  master's  reports, 

Q.  12.  Are  there  any  changes  or  modifications  in 
the  present  system,  which  would  render  it,  in  your 
opinion,  more  eflicient  as  a  safeguard,  or  make  it  less 
vexatious  to  shipping,  without  compromising  the  pub- 
lic health  ? 

A.  1  am  afraid  that  in  some  of  the  small  ports  of 
the  island,  the  quarantine  regulations  are  not  strictly 
carried  out.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  vexatious  opera- 
tion of  the  quarantine,  in  regard  to  the  shipping,  ex- 
cept when  disease  actually  exists  on  board 

Q.  13.  Do  you  consider  that  the  public  health  would 
be  endangered,  if  the  health  officer  went  on  board, 
instead  of  merely  alongside,  as  at  present,  every  ves- 
sel upon  arrival,  and  ascertained  by  personal  inspec- 
tion and  examination,  the  condition  of  those  on  board, 
and  also  the  state  of  the  vessel  itself? 

A.  The  plan  I  follow  is  to  have  the  crew  mustered 
at  the  side  of  the  vessel,  and  see  that  all  is  right, 
then  go  on  board,  and  make  a  more  minute  inspection. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  public  health  would  be  en- 
dangered by  the  officer  going  on  board. 

Q.  14.  Is  there  any  convenient  place  on  shore,  to 
which  the  sick  might  be  sent  for  medical  attendance, 
if  von  deemed  it  advisable  that  they  should  be  re- 
moved  out  of  the  ship  ? 

A.  There  is  no  fit  place  for  persons  having  conta- 
gions diseases. 

Q.  15.  Ill  the  event  of  a  vessel  being  found  to  be 
^exceedingly  foul,  and  therefore  liable  to  produce,  or 
to  keep  up  and  aggravate  sickness,  is  there  any  place 
on  shore  where  the  healthy  on  board  the  vessel  couki 
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\ye  conveniently  located  diirin,^  the  process  of  cleans- 
ing and  purifying  her  \ 

A.  There  is,  on  shore,  an  excellent  hospital  where 
seamen  only  are  admitted,  and  where  all  not  labour- 
ing under  contagious  disease  may  be  sent ;  i  would 
not  recommend  patients  having  small  pox  to  be 
taken  there,  the  hospital  being  near  other  institu- 
tions. 

Q.  10.  Please  to  add  any  observations  respecting  the 
subject  01  quarantine,  or  in  any  measure  illustra- 
tive of  its  operation  in  this  island,  either  for  good  or 
evil,  which  you  think  it  may  be  useful  that  the  Cen- 
ral  Board  of  Health  should  be  made  acquainted 
with. 

A.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  quarantine  laws,  as 
they  exist,  are,  if  properly  carried  out,  a  sufficient 
safeguard  against  the  introduction  of  contagious  dis- 
eases, but  i  fear  that  the  duties  of  health  officer,  at 
some  of  the  small  ports  of  the  island,  are  carelec>sly 
performed  in  consequence  of  the  officer  living  at  a  dis- 
tance  from  the  port,  and  that  communication  has 
been  had  with  the  shore  before  his  inspection  of  the 
vessel.  I  consider  that  it  is  highly  necessary  that 
the  health  officer  should  be  empowered  to  enforce 
sanitary,  measures  on  shore,  as  this  important  point 
is  greatly  neglected. 

(Signed,)  A.  C.  STEVENS, 

Health  Officer ^  Part  of  Falmouth, 

Answers  qf  Dr.  Jelly ,  to  the  questions  issued  hy  the 
quarantine  committee  of  the  Central  l^oard  of 
Health, 

Question  !.  Flow  long  have  you  acted  as  health 
officer  at  the  Port  of  Savanna-la-Mar. 

Answer.  From  the  21st  of  February,  1848. 

Q.  2.  Do  you  act  as  health  officer  for  more  than 
one  port;  if  so,  how  far  distant  are  they  from  each 
other  and  from  your  residence 

A.  I  act  as  health  officer  for  the  port  of  Savanna- 
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la- Mar  only,  and  tlie  duty  is  performed  by  my  part-* 
ner,  J)r.  U.  8.  Harvey,  wiio  practices  on  the  bay. 
and  whose  residence  is  within  ten  minutes  ride  of  it.  ^ 

Q.  3.  What  is  the  average  number  of  vessels,  per 
annum,  put  into  quarantine  in  the  port  of  Savanna-la- 
Mar  while  vou  have  been  health  officer? 

A.  Prior  to  the  outbreak  ot  cholera  in  this  island, 
no  necessity  has  occurred  for  putting  vessels  into 
quarantine  since  1  have  held  the  appointment  of 
health  officer. 

Q.  4.  in  most  of  the  instances  when  quarantine 
has  been  ini posed  during  your  service,  has  it  been 
owing  to  the  vessels  having  merely  arrived  from  an 
infected  or  suspected  port,  or  to  their  having  actual 
disease  on  board  at  the  time  of  arrival  ? 

A.  With  the  exception  of  one  instance,  (a  drogher 
arriving  here  with  a  case  of  cholera  on  board  from 
Green  Island,)  the  whole  of  the  vessels  which  have 
'been  placed  in  quarantine,  have  been  so  placed  sim- 
ply from  the  fact  of  their  having  come  from  some  in- 
fected place. 

Q.  5.  State,  as  nearly  as  yon  can,  the  number  of 
"vessels  which  have  been  put  into  quarantine  in  your 
port,  during  your  tenure  of  office,  in  consequence  of 
actual  disease  on  board  ;  and  please  to  specify  the 
disease  or  diseases  for  which  the  detention  was  im- 
posed ? 

•A.  Only  one.    The  disease  having  been  cholera. 

Q.  6*.  Is  any  medical  attendance  given  to  the  sick 
on  board  a  vessel  in  quarantine;  have  you  ever 
known  of  a  case  proving  fatal  on  board  ? 

A.  Medical  attendance  js  given  to  the  sick  on 
board  ;  and  no  case,  to  my  knowledge,  has  proved 
fatal  on  board. 

Q.  7.  Please  ttv  describe  the  mode  of  procedure  in 
ascertaining  whether  a  vessel  ontside  the  port  is  to 
receive  pratique,  or  to  be  put  into  quarantine.  Does 
the  pilot -ascertain  this  before  the  visit  of  the  health 
officer;  do  you  know  of  an  instance  or  instances 
where  the  pilot,  boarding  a  ve^ei  at  sea,  has  taken 
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the  crew  of  his  boat  on  board,  and  that  the  crew  af- 
terwards left  the  vessel  and  returned  ou  shore,  leav- 
ing the  pilot  on  board  to  take  the  vessel  into  port  ? 

A.  The  usual  practice  at  this  port  is  to  go  along- 
side vessels  as  soon  after  their  appearance  as  possi- 
ble, w  ithin  a  reasonable  distance,  and  to  ascertain  the 
state  of  the  health  of  those  on  board,  by  putting  the 
usual  questions  as  prescribed  by  quarantine  regula- 
tions, and  subsequently  corroborating,  by  personal 
inspection,  the  correctness  of  the  replies.  In  all 
cases  where,  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera,  ves- 
sels have  been  ordered  into  (juarantine,  the  pilot  ca- 
noes have  merely  placed  the  pilot  on  board,  and  the 
crew  have  returned  on  shore  ;  the  pilot  performing 
quarantine  with  the  ship,  and  in  no  case  has  it  come 
to  my  knowledge  that  the  crew  have  gone  on  board 
and  subsequently  returned  on  shore. 

Q.  8.  At  what  distance  from  the  port  is  the  qua- 
rantine ground  or  station  ;  is  it  a  safe  anchorage ; 
have  you  ever  known  of  accidents  from  vessels  lying 
there ;  are  there  means  of  preventing  coramunica^ 
tion  with  the  shore? 

A.  The  distance  of  the  quarantine  ground  from  the 
port  is  about  one  and  a  half  mile.  The  anchorage  is 
good,  though  somewhat  exposed.  No  accidents,  how- 
ever, have  been  known  to  have  happened  from  ships 
lying  there.  There  are  no  means  whatever  of  pre- 
venting communication  with  the  shore. 

Q.  9.  Have  you  heard  of  mstances  where  any  vio- 
lation of  the  existing  quarantine  regulations  in  your 
port  has  taken  place,  either  in  the  way  of  an  incorrect 
statement  having  been  given,  on  arrival,  as  to  the  health 
of  those  on  board  during  the  voyage,  or  by  any  com- 
munication with  the  slu^re  during  quarantine  ? 

A.  The  only  case  that  has  come  under  my  know- 
ledge of  the  nature  alluded  to,  was  in  the  instance  of 
a  drogher  from  Kingston,  when  the  cholera  was 
raging  at  the  time  of  her  departure,  landing  a  pas- 
senger at  Paradise  during  the  evening,  a  distance  of 
four  miles  from  tl)€  bay,  without  having  been  visits 


^"0  Appendix. 

l>y  the  \\vA\\\\\  officer,  for  'which  oHViice  the  master 
was  l>rought  np  (lelore  the  magistrates  and  Ihied  £3  ; 
no  evil,  however,  resulted  from  it. 

Q.  10.  Diu  iiio- votir  residence,  at  or  near  the  port 
of  Savauna-la-.Viar,  what  epidemic  diseases  have  pre- 
vailed in  the  town  or  surrounding-  districts  ;  were 
tliey  distinctly  traceable  to  introduction  by  ship- 
phis  ^ 

A.  Inftaenzas,  fevers,  dysenteries.  In  th-e  year 
1822,  we  had  a  malignant  fever  which  proved  fatal 
to  many  seamen  and  masters  of  ships,  as  well  as  to 
those  resi<hug  uu  shore,  boll)  in  the  town  and  coun- 
try. h\  no  instance  were  epidemic  diseases  traceable 
io  the  siripping, 

Q.  1 1.  in  your  opinion.,  <loes  the  svstem  of  quaran- 
tine, as  it  exists  at  present  and  is  carried  out,  afford 
protection  to  public  jjealih  ;  and  is  it,  do  you  con- 
sider, a  safeguard  against  thti  importation  of  epide- 
mic infections  diseases  ? 

A.  In  ray  opinion  the  system  of  quarantine  at  this 
port  is  defective,  from  the  absence  of  more  ample 
means  to  ensure  protection  to  public  health.  But 
i  consider  it,  to  a  limited  extent,  a  safeguard  against 
the  importation  of  epidemic  ini"ec^iou^s  diseases. 

Q.  12.  Are  there  an^  ciianges  or  modifications  in 
the  present  system  which  would  render  it,  in  your 
opinion,  more  efficient  as  a  safeguard,  or  make  it  less 
vexatious  to  shipping,  without  compromising  the 
public  health  t 

A.  1  know  of  no  r^hanges  in  the  present  system 
which,  to  be  beneficial,  would  not  involve  a  consider- 
able outlay  ;  and  the  more  stringent  the  powers  of 
inquisition,  the  more  vexatious  wouM  those  powers 
be  to  the  shipping. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  that  the  public  health 
^ould  be  endangered  if  the  health  officer  went  on 
l^oard,  instead  of  merely  alongside,  as  at  pi^sent,, 
■every  vessel  upon  arrival,  and  ascertain,  by  personal 
itispeciion  and  .examination,  the  condition  of  thos^ 
on  board,  and  also  th€  state  of  the  vessel  it«df  l 
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A.  i  consider  by  subjecting  a  medical  ofBcer  to 
joard  an  infected  vessel  and  examine  the  state  of  the 
^revv  and  sliip,  you  are  either  bound  to  place  that  of- 
ker  ill  (he  same  quarantine  as.  the  crew,  or  to  repu- 
iiate  entirely  all  ideas  of  contagion. 

Q.  H.  Is  there  any  convenient  place  onshore  to 
vhich  th-e  sick  might  be  sent  for  medical  attendance, 
f  you  deemed  it  advisable  that  they  should  be  remov- 
?d  out  of  the  ship  ? 

A.  There  is  no  convenient  place  vi^ithin  some  miles 
rom  the  port,  v^'here,  if  it  were  deemed  advisable, 
;he  sick  could  be  removed  to  with  safety. 

vQ.  15.  In  the  event  of  a  vessel  being  found  to  be 
jxceedingly  foul,  and  therefore  liable  to  produce  or 
0  keep  up  and  aggravate  sickness^  is  there  any  place 
)n  shore  where  the  healthy  on  board  the  vessel  could 
)e  conveniently  located  during  the  process  of  cleans- 
ng  and  purifying  her  ? 

A.  As  in  the  preceding  case,  there  is  no  conveni* 
mt  place  out  of  the  town  where  the  healthy  on  board 
)f  a  foul  vessel  could  be  placed  during  the  process 
)f  cleansing  and  fumigating. 

Q.  Ifi,  Please  to  add  any  observations  respecting 
he  subject  of  quarantine,  or  in  any  measure  illustra- 
ive  of  its  operation  in  this  island,  either  for  good  o<i* 
3vil,  which  you  think  it  may  be  useful  that  the  Cen- 
ral  Board  of  Health  should  be  made  acquainted 
ivith  ? 

A.  I  am  not  prepared  with  any  observations  of 
lufficient  weight  or  utility  to  entitle  them  to  the  con- 
jideration  of  the  Board, 

Answers  of  Dr.  Potts  to  the  questions  issued  hy  iht 
quaranthie  committee  of  the  hoard  of  Health. 

Question  1.  How  long  have  you  acted  as  health  off- 
icer at  the  port  of  Lucea  ? 
Answer.  About  nine  years. 

Q,  2,  Do  you  act  as  health  officer  for  more  than 
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©ne  port  ;  if  so.  how  far  distant  are  th^y  from  each 
other  and  from  your  residence  I 

A.  For  Lucea  alone ;  about  a  mile  from  my  resi- 
dence, from  which  1  have  a  view  of  vessels  passing 
into  the  port. 

Q.  3.  What  is  the  average  number  of  vessels,  per 
annum,  put  into  quarantine  in  the  port  of  Lucea,  while 
you  have  been  health  officer? 

A.  Only  one  since  my  iappointment,  the  Glen  Hunt«» 
ley,  about  six  years  ago. 

Q.  4.  In  most  of  the  instances  where  quarantine 
has  been  imposed  during  your  service,  has  it  been 
awing  to  the  vessels  having  merely  arrived  from  an 
infected  or  suspected  port,  or  to  their  having  actual 
disease  on  board  at  the  time  of  arrival  ? 

A.  The  Glen  Huntley  had  small  pox  on  board,  on 
her  arrival  at  the  port  of  Lucea, 

Q.  5.  State,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the  number  of 
vessels  which  have  been  put  into  quarantine  in  your 
J)ort,  during  your  tenure  of  office,  in  consequence 
of  actual  disease  on  board,  and  please  to  specify  the 
diseases  for  which  the  detention  was  imposed? 

A.  The  above  reply  answers  this  query. 

Q.  6.  Is  any  medical  attendance  given  to  the  sick 
OB  board  a  vessel  in  quarantine  ? 

Ao  The  Glen  Huntley  had  a  medical  man  on  board. 

Q.  7.  Have  you  ever  knov*'n  a  case  proving  fatal  on 
board  \ 

A.  Several  African  emigrants  died  on  board  the 
Glen  Huntley,  and  many  after  they  were  landed. 

Q.  8.  Please  to  describe  the  mode  of  procedure  in 
ascertaining  w  hether  a  vessel  outside  the  port  is  to 
receive  pratique,  or  to  be  put  into  quarantine  ?  ^ 

A.  In  case  of  disease  on  board,  the  yellow  flag  is 
expected  to  be  hoisted  ;  in  all  cases  I  run  to  wind- 
ward of  the  vessel  and  examine  the  master. 

Q.  9.  Does  the  pilot  asccjrtain  this  before  the  visit 
of  the  health  officer  ? 

A,  If  the  pilot  ascertains  it  before  the  health  offi- 
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cer  he  gives  information  to  the  latter,  md  does  not 
board  the  vessel. 

Q.  10.  Do  you  know  of  an  instance  or  instances 
where  tiie  pilot,  boarding  a  vessel  at  sea,  has  taken 
the  crew  of  his  boat  on  board,  and  that  the  crew  af- 
terwards left  the  vessel  and  returned  on  shore,  leav* 
ing  the  pilot  on  board  to  take  the  vessel  into  port? 

A.  The  pilot  of  the  Glen  Huntley  boarded  that 
vessel  off  the  port  of  Montego-Bay,  and  on  his  arrival 
at  the  port  of  Lucea,  was  sent  into  quarantine  witli 
the  vessel, 

Q.  U.  At  what  distance  Irom  the  port  is  the  qua- 
rantine ground  or  station ;  is  it  a  safe  anchorage  ? 

A.  About  seventeen  miles  from  Lucea,  but  the 
Glen  Huntley  rode  out  her  quarantine  at  the  east  end 
of  the  port  of  Lucea ;  1  believe  so. 

Q.  12.  Have  you  ever  known  of  accidents  from  ves- 
sels lying  there  ? 

A.  Never. 

Q.  13.  Are  there  any  changes  or  modifications  in 
the  present  system  which  would  render  it,  in  your 
opinion,  more  efficient  as  a  safeguard,  or  make  it  less 
vexatious  to  shipping,  without  compromising  the 
public  health  ? 

A.  1  have  considered  of  none. 

Q.  14.  Do  you  consider  that  the  public  health 
would  be  endangered  if  the  health  officer  went  on 
board,  instead  of  merely  alongside,  as  at  present^ 
every  vessel  upon  arrival,  and  ascertE^ined  by  per- 
sonal inspection  and  examination,  the  condition  of 
those  on  board,  also  the  state  of  the  vessel  itself? 

A.  When  the  health  officer  has  asc-ertained  that 
there  is  disease  on  board  a  vessel,  there  is  no  neces* 
sity  for  him  to  board  her;  but  if  be  is  doubtful  he 
would  board  the  vessel  and  examine  her  crew,  as  he 
is  as  likely  to  convey  the  disease  o-n  shore  as  any  of 
the  crew. 

Q.  15.  Is  there  any  convenient  place  on  shore  to 
which  the  t<ick  might  be  seut  for  medical  attendance, 
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if  you  deemed  it  advisable  that  they  shoidd  be  re 
moved  out  of  the  ship  ? 

A.  A  temporary  hospital  can  always  be  procured. 

Q.  1(J.  Are  there  any  means  of  preventing-  commu 
nication  with  the  shore  ? 

A.  The  integrity  of  the  master  and  a  coast  j^uard. 

Q.  17.  Have  you  heard  of  instances  where  any  vio- 
lation of  the  existing  quarantine  regulations  in  you 
port  has  taken  place,  either  in  the  way  of  an  incor- 
rect statement  having  been  given,  on  arrival,  as  to  ti 
health  of  tliose  on  board  during  the  voyage,  or  by  any 
communication  with  the  shore  during  quarantine  ? 

A.  None. 

Q.  18.  During  your  residence  at  or  near  the.  port 
of  Lucea,  what  epidemic  diseases  have  prevailed  in 
the  town  or  surrounding  district? 

A.  The  present  cholera. 

Q.  19.  Were  they  distinctly  traceable  to  introduc- 
tion by  shipping  ? 

A.  Tho  cholera  was  introduced  into  Lucea  both 
by  passengers  by  land  and  droghers. 

Q.  20.  In  your  opinion  does  the  system  of  quaran- 
tine, as  it  exists  at  present  and  is  carried  out,  afford 
protection  to  public  health  ;  and  is  it,  do  you  consi- 
der, a  safeguard  against  the  importation  of  epidemic 
infectious  diseases  ? 

A.  I  think  it  does.  In  the  case  of  the  Glen  Hunt- 
ley the  measures  employed  prevented  the  spread  of 
the  small  pox  among  the  inhabitants. 

Q.  21.  In  the  event  of  a  vessel  being  found  to  be 
exceedingly  foui,  and  therefore  liable  to  produce  or 
to  keep  up  and  aggravate  sickness.,  is  there  any  place 
on  shore  w  here  the  healthy  on  board  the  vessel  might 
be  conveniently  located  during  the  process  of  cleans- 
ing and  purifying  her  ? 

A.  in  the  case  of  the  Glen  Huntley  the  emigrants 

were  landed  up  the  river  and  marched  to  a  depot, 
rented  for  the  occasion. 

Q.  2%.  Please  to  add  any  observations  respecting  the 
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subject  of  quarantine,  or  in  any  measure  illustrative 
of  its  operation  in  this  island,  either  for  good  or  evil, 
\vhicli  you  think  it  may  be  useful  that  llie  Central 
Board  of  Health  should  be  made  acquainted  with '! 

A.  1  have  not  sufficiently  considered  the  subject 
to  venture  an  opinion. 

JOHN  D.  POTTS, 

Health  Officer,  Lucea. 


Ajiswers  of  Dr.  Chevers,  to  the  questions  issued  by 
the  quarantine  committee  of  the  Board  of  Health, 

Question  1.  How  long  have  you  acted  as  health  of- 
ficer at  the  port  of  Alligator  Pond  ? 
,    Answer.  Since  INovember,  1847. 

Q.  2.  Do  you  act  as  health  officer  for  more  than 
one  port;  if  so,  how  far  distant  are  they  from  each 
other  and  from  your  residence? 

A.  I  only  act  for  the  port  of  "  Alligator  Pond," 
about  eighteen  miles  from  my  residence. 

Q.  3.  What  is  the  average  number  of  vessels,  per 
annum,  put  into  quarantine  in  the  port  of  Alligator 
Pond  while  you  have  been  health  officer. 

A.  None  have  been  put  in  quarantine  since  my  ap- 
pointment, except  droghing  vessels  from  Kingston, 
during  the  months  of  November  and  December, 
18r)0. 

Q.  4.  In  most  of  the  instances  where  quarantine 
has  been  imposed  during  your  service,  has  it  been 
owing  to  the  vessels  having  merely  arrived  from  an 
infected  or  suspected  port,  or  to  their  having  actual 
disease  on  board  at  the  time  of  arrival 
.    A.  ^ 

Q.  5.  State,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the  number  of 
vessels  which  have  been  put  into  quarantine  in  your 
port,  during  your  tenure  of  office,  in  consequence  of 
actual  disease  or  diseases  on  board,,  and  please  to 
specify  the  disease  or  diseases  for  which  the  deten- 
tion was  imposed, 

A.  None, 
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Q.  G.  Is  any  medical  attendance  given  to  the  sick 
on  l>ourd  a  vessel  in  quarantine  ;  have  you  ever 
known  oi'a  case  proving  fatal  on  board. 

A.  ^  

Q.  7.  Please  to  describe  the  mode  of  procedure  in 
ascertainins:  whether  a  vessel  outt^ide  the  port  is  to 
receive  pratique,  or  to  be  put  into  quarantine ;  does 
the  pilot  ascertain  this  before  the  visit  of  the  health 
officer;  do  jon  know  of  an  instance  or  instances 
where  the  pilot,  boarding  a  vessel  at  sea,  has  taken 
the  crew  of  his  boat  on  board,  and  that  the  crew  af- 
terwards left  tlie  vessel  and  returned  on  shore,  leav- 
ing the  pilot  on  board  to  take  the  vessel  into  port  ? 

A.  iMost  of  the  vessels  visiting  Alligator  Pond" 
are  from  Kingston,  one  or  two  from  England  direct ; 
ilo  pilot  lives  at  the  port. 

Q.  8.  At  what  distance  from  the  port  is  the  quaran- 
tine ground  or  staiicni ;  is  it  a  safe  anchorage  ;  have  you 
ever  known  of  accidents  from  vessels  lying  there  ; 
are  there  any  means  of  preventing  communication 
with  the  shore  ? 

A.  If  necessary  to  put  vessels  in  quarantine,  there 
is  a  fine  bay  two  miles  from  the  port,  but  no  means  of 
preventing  communication  with  the  shore. 

Q.  9.  Have  you  heard  of  instances  where  any  vio- 
lation of  the  exiisting  quarantine  regulations  in  your 
port  has  taken  ])lace,  either  in  the  way  of  an  incorrect 
statement  having  been  given,  on  arrival,  as  to  the 
health  of  those  on  board  during  the  voyage,  or  by  any 
communication  with  the  shore  during  quarantine? 

A.  Nolle. 

Q.  10.  Uurini  your  residence  at  or  near  to  the  port 
of  Alligator  Pond,  what  epidemic  diseases  have  pre- 
vailed in  the  town  or  surrounding  district ;  were  they 
distinctly  traceable  to  introduction  by  shipping'? 

A.  J  have  attended  the  sick  at  this  port  for  nineteen 
years,  also  the  shipping  ;  it  is  a  very  unhealthy  place ; 
ive  once  had  small  pox  here,  brought  over  land  from 

Kingston."  A  vast  number  of  people  live  on  the 
beach  ;  no  town  ;  sailors  suffer  less  at  this  place  per- 
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baps  than  most  other  seaports  in  the  island,  from  my 
advice  to  the  captains  not  to  allou^  any  one  to  land 
except  the  boat's  crew. 

Q.  11.  In  yonr  opinion  does  the  system  of  quaran- 
tine, as  it  exists  at  present  and  is  carried  out,  afford 
protection  to  public  health  ;  and  is  it,  do  yon  consi- 
der, a  safeguard  against  the  importation  of  epidemic 
infectious  diseases  I 

A.  I  consider  this  port  being  free  from  the  cho- 
lera, in  consequence  of  all  "  coasting  vessels"  from 
Kingston,  according  to  his  excellency's  judicious  or* 
tiers,  '*  that  all  vessels,  either  from  Kmgston  or  any 
other  infected  port,  should  be  put  under  quarantine, 
or  be  a  certain  number  of  days  from  said  port. 

Q.  12.  Are  there  any  chane;es  or  modilications  in 
the  present  system  which  would  render  it,  in  your 
opinion,  more  efficient  as  a  safeguard,  or  make  it  less 
vexatious  to  shipping,  without  compromising  the  pub- 
lic health  ? 

A.   .  ^  — ^- 

Q  13.  Do  you  consider  that  the  public  health 
would  be  endangered  if  the  health  officer  went  on 
board,  instead  of  merely  alongside,  as  at  present,  eve- 
ry vessel  upon  arrival,  and  ascertained  by  personal  in« 
spection  and  examination,  the  condition  of  those  on 
board,  and  also  the  state  of  the  vessel  itself? 

A,  I  consider  the  health  oflacer  ought  to  have  the 
crew  mustei-ed  at  the  gangway ;  if  the  least  doubt  be  on 
his  mind,  he  ought  to  go  on  board  ;  the  public  health 
must  and  ought  to  be  tUe  tirstandonly  consideration. 
I  have  visited  vessels  with  bad  cases  of**'  yellow  fever,'* 
remained  hours  on  board  with  the  sick,  with  no  ill 
effects  to  myself  or  those  that  1  came  in  contact  with 
on  shore. 

Q.  14.  Is  there^  any  convenient  place  on  shore  to 
which  the  sick  might  be  sent  for  m'edical  attendance, 
if  you  deemed  it  advisable  that  they  should  be  re- 
moved out  of  the  ship  "? 

A.  Several  places,  where  the  sick  could  be  landed 
and  taken  care  of. 
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Q.  15.  In  the  event  of  a  vessel  heinj?  found  to  he 
exceedingly  foul,  and  therefore  liahle  to  produce  or 
to  keep  up  and  aggravate  sickness,  is  there  any  plwce 
on  shore  wijere  the  healthy  on  board  the  veysei  might 
be  conveniently  located  during  the  process  of  cleans- 
ing and  purifying  her  1 

A.  The  same  places,  where  the  sick  could  be 
taken. 

Q.  1(>.  Please  to  add  any  observations  respecting 
the  subject  of  quarantine,  or  in  any  measure  illustra- 
tive of  its  operation  in  this  island,  either  for  good 
or  evil,  which  you  think  it  may  be  useful  that  the 
Central  Board  of  Health  should  be  made  acquainted 
with  '( 

A.  Although  few  vessels  call  at  this  port,  neverthe- 
less I  consider  a  boat  and  two  men  ought  to  be  phiced 
at  the  command  of  the  *'  health  oflicer  ;"  avsmall  sum 
per  annum  for  the  men.  1  had  great  trouble  to  get 
the  hshermen  to  take  me  off  to  the  "  coasting  ves- 
sels" during  the  months  of  November  and  December, 
1850,  and  part  of  January,  1851.  In  both  ports  to 
windward  and  leeward  of  "  Alligator  Pond"  cholera 
was  very  bad. 

Evidence  of 

W.  CHEVERS, 

Health  Officer  at  Alligator  PontL  . 

Answers  of  Dr.  CInchar  in  the  qtiestions  issued 
the  quarantine  committee  of  the  Board  of  Health, 

Question  1 .  How  long  have  you  acted  as  health  of-r 
ficer  at  the  port  of  Port  Antonio  ? 

Answer.  For  upwards  of  three  years. 

Q.  -2.  Do  you  act  as  health  officer  for  more  than 
one  port;  if  so,  how  far  distant  are  they  from  each 
other  and  from  your  residence  ? 

A.  1  act  for  one  port  only. 

Q.  3.  What  is  the  average  number  of  vessels,  per 
annum,  put  into  quarantine  in  the  port  of  Port  Aft* 
tonio,  while  you  baVe  been  health  offtc^r  ? 
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A.  \  have  put  no  vessels  into  quarantine,  except 
loastini;-  vessels,  during  the  prevalence  ofcholera. 

Q.  4.  Inmost  of  the  instances  where  quarantine 
las  been  imposed  during  your  service,  has  it  been 
wing  to  the  vessels  having  merely  arrived  from  an 
tifected  and  suspectecl  port,  or  to  their  having  actual 
lisease  on  board  at  the  time  of  arrival  ?  ; 

A.  With  reference  to  the  vessels  last  mentioned, 
[uarantine  was  imposed  because  they  arrived  from 
itected  ports,  except  one,  where  actual  disease  was 
n  l>oard. 

Q.  5.  State,  as  nearly  as  yon  can,  t'ue  number  of 
essels  which  have  been  put  into  quarantine  in  your 
ort,  during  your  tenure  of  ofdce,  in  consequence  of 
ctual  disease  on  board,  and  please  to  specify  the  dis- 
ase  or  diseases  for  which  the  detention  was  im- 
osed  ? 

A.  One  vessel  only  was  put  into  quarantine  in 
onsequence  of  actual  disease  on  board,  and  that 
^as  cholera  maligna. 

Q.  6.  Is  any  medical  attendance  given  to  the  sick 
n  board  a  vessel  in  quarantine  ;  have  you  ever 
nown  of  a  case  proving  fatal  on  board  ? 

A.  I  always  give  medical  attendance  to  the  sick 
n  board.  The  case  last  mentioned  proved  fatal 
fter  the  vessel  w'as  'placed  in  quarantine. 

Q.  7.  Please  to  describe  the  mode  of  procedure  iu 
scertaining  whether  a  vessel  outside  the  port  is  to 
Dceive  pratique,  er  to  be  put  into  quarantine  ;  does 
le  pilot  ascertain  this  before  the  visit  of  the  health 
fticer ;  do  you  know  of  an  instance  or  instances 
'here  the  pih)t,  boarding  a  vessel  at  sea,  has  taken 
16  crew  of  h,is  boat  on  board,  and  that  the  crew  af- 
jrwards  left  the  vessel  and  returned  on  shore,  leaving 
le  pilot  on  board  to  take  the  vessel  into  port ! 

A.  The  pilot  is  the  first  to  ascertain  if  there  ])e 
ckness  on  board   of  vessels  outside  the  port ;  if 
rought  into  port,  the  health  officer  would,  if  neces- 
iry,  place  her  in  qua-rantine,  and  report  to  the  exe- 
irtive  ^or  (Jeutrai  \So\\\:\\  of  Ilealth.    I  never  kr*ei.y 
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an  instance  of  that  described  in  the  last  pari  bf 
this  query. 

Q.  8.  At  what  distance  from  the  port  is  the  qua 
rantine  ground  or  station  ;  is  it  a  safe  anchorage ; 
have  you  ever  known  of  accidents  from  vessels  lying 
there  ;  are  there  ahy  means  of  preventing  communi- 
cation  with  the  shore  \ 

A.  About  half  a  mile  to  the  leeward  of  the  port ; 
the  anchorange  is  perfectly  safe.  Never  knew  of  any 
accidents.  There  are  no  means  of  preventing  com- 
munication with  the  shore  except  the  fear  of  penal- 
ties under  quarantine  law. 

Q.  9.  Have  you  heard  of  instances  where  any  vio- 
lation of  the  existing  quarantine  regulations,  in  your 
port,  has  taken  place,  either  in  the  way  of  an  incor- 
rect statement  having  been  given,  on  arrival,  as  to  the 
health  of  those  on  board  during  the  voyage,  or  by 
any  communication  with  the  shore  during  quaran- 
tine ? 

A.  I  have  known  of  one  instance  of  each. 

Q.  10.  During  your  residence  at  or  near  the  port 
of  Port  Antonio,  what  epidemic  diseases  have  pre- 
vailed in  the  town  or  surrounding  district ;  were  they 
distinctly  traceable  to  introduction  by  shipping  ? 

A.  Measles  and  hooping  cough  have  prevailed  as 
epidemics  many  years  ago  at  Port  Antonio  and  the 
surrounding  district.  The  malignant  cholera  prevail- 
ed as  an  epidemic  at  the  end  of  last  year  and  the 
beginning  of  this.  In  no  instance  were  they  distinct- 
ly traceable  to  introduction  by  shipping. 

Q.  11.  In  your  opinion  does  the  system  of  qnaran- 
tine.  as  it  exists  at  present  and  is  carried  out,  afford 
protection  to  public  health  ;  and  is  it,  do  you  con- 
sider, a  safeguard  against  the  importation  of  epi- 
deraic  infectious  diseases  ? 

A.  The  present  system  of  quarantine  cannot,  in  ray 
opinion,  afford  adequate  protection  to  the  public 
health,  nor  be  a  security  against  the  importation  of 
epidemic  diseases,  so  long  as  the  means  of  enforcing 
quarantine  regulations  are  «o  inefftcient. 


Appendix.  ^ 

Q.  12.  Are  there  any  changes  or  modifications  in 
the  present  system  which  would  render  it,  in  your 
opinion,  more  efficient  as  u  safeguard,  or  make  it  less 
vexatious  to  the  shipping,  without  compromising  the 
public  health 

A.  I  am  of  opinion  tliat  if  the  penalties  could  be 
summarily  enforced  by  a  bench  of  justices  of  the 
peace,  instead  of  a  prosecution  in  the  supreme  court, 
infringements  of  the  law  would  rarely  occur,  especially 
if  means  were  given  to  health  officers  to  detect  or 
prevent  infractions  of  the  law. 

Q.  13.  Do  you  consider  that  the;  public  health 
would  be  endangered,  if  the  health  officer  went  oa 
board,  instead  of  merely  alongside,  as  at  present,  eve- 
ry vessel  upon  arrival,  and  ascertained,  by  personal 
inspection  and  examination,  the  condition  of  thos^  on 
board,  and  also  the  state  of  the  vessel  itself? 

A.  I  consider  the  personal  visits  of  health  officers^ 
on  board  of  vessels,  instead  of  alongside,  would  not 
endanger  the  public  health,  and  might  be  advantage- 
ous to  the  shipping  by  enabling  health  officers  to  form 
more  correct  judgments  of  the  condition  of  the  sick, 
and  the  state  of  the  vessel  itself. 

Q.  14.  Is  there  any  convenient  placp  on  shore  to 
which  the  sick  might  be  sent  for  medical  attendance^ 
if  you  deemed  it  advisable  that  they  should  Jse  re- 
moved out  of  the  ship  ? 

A.  Navy  Island,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
quarantine  ground,  presents  a  most  convenient  place 
for  the  removal  of  the  sick,  it*  proper  buildings  were 
erected  for  their  reception.  Jt  has  been  used  on  se- 
Teral  occasions  for  this  purpose,  when  captured  Afri^ 
cans  have  been  brought  into  port  with  small  pox  on 
board,  and  not  a  single  case  w^jls  jev^r  communicated 
to  persons  on  shore, 

Q.  15.  In  the  event  of  a  vessel  being  found  to  be 
exceedingly  foul,  and  therefore  liable  to  produce,  or 
to  keep  up  and  aggravate  sickness,  is  there  any  place 
■m  shore  where  the  healthy  oq  board  the  vessel 

w  2 
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could  be  conveniently  located  during  the  process  of 
cleansing  and  purifying  her  ? 

A.  A  more  eligible  spot  than  Navy  Island  cannot 
possibly  be  found. 

Q.  16.  Please  to  add  any  observations  respecting 
the  subject  of  quarantine,  or  in  any  measure  illustra- 
tive of  its  operation  in  the  island,  either  tor  good  or 
evil,  which  you  think  it  may  be  useful  tliat  the  Cen- 
tral Board  of  Health  should  be  acquainted  with  ? 

A.  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  instead  of  quaran- 
tine grounds  being  arbitrarily  chosen  by  health  officers 
at  almost  all  the  ports  of  this  island,  as  at  present,  it 
^vould  be  more  conducive  to  the  public  security,  and 
less  vexatious  and  oppressive  to  shipping,  if  a  few 
approved  places  were  permanently  fixed  for  vessels 
Avith  infectious  diseases  on  board,  immediately  to  re- 
pair to  on  their  arrival,  where  adequate  means  should 
be  provided  for  an  efficient  performance  of  quarantine 
and  the  due  attendance  of  the  sick.  The  places 
most  eligible  for  this  purpose,  appear  to  me  to  be 
somewhere  near  Port-Royal  and  Port  Antonio,  and 
at  the  latter  place,  Navy  Island,  as  being  the  best 
ports  on  the  south  and  north  of  the  east  part  of  the 
island,  where  vessels  usually  make  the  land. 

(Signed,)  JOHN  S.  CLACHAR,  M.D. 

Health  O^ieer,  Part-Antonio.. 

24  th  June,  1851. 

Ansivers  of  Dr,  Mailland  to  the  questions  issued  hi/ 
the  quarantine  committee  of  the  Central  Board  (if 
Health. 

Question  1.  How  long  have  you  acted  as  health  of- 
licer  at  the  port  of  Black  River  1 
A.  For  ten  years. 

Q.  -2.  i)o  you  act  as  liealth  officer  for  more  than 
^ne  port ;  if  so,  how  far  distant  are  they  from  each 
ftxther  and  from  your  residence  \ 

A.  FoK  the  port  of  Black  River  alone. 
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Q.  .3.  Wliat  is  the  average  number  of  vnssols,  per 
anmini,  })ut.  into  quarantine  in  tlie  port  ol"  Black 
Kiver  while  yon  have  been  health  oliicer  ? 

A.  Fourteen  vessels,  under  the  order  in  council  of 
October,  1850. 

Q.  4.  In  most  of  the  instances  where  quarantine 
has  been  imposed  during  your  service,  has  it  been 
owing  to  the  vessels  having  merely  arrived  from  an 
infected  or  suspected  port,  or  to  their  having  actual 
disease  on  board  at  the  time  of  arrival  ? 

A,  From  the  vessels  arriving  from  an  infected  port. 

Q.  5.  State,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the  number  of  ves- 
sels which  have  been  put  into  quarantine,  in  your 
port,  during  your  tenure  of  office,  in  consequence  of 
actual  disease  on  board  ;  and  please  to  specify  the 
diseases  for  which  the  detention  Mas  imposed? 

A.  Two  vessels,  a  Spanish  schooner  with  typhus 
fever  on  board,  and  the  schooner  Rosa,  with  cholera, 
as  reported  to  the  Board  on  the  ;3d  instant. 

Q.  0.  Is  any  medical  attendance  given  to  the  sick 
on  board  a  vessel  in  <]uarantine  \ 

A.  Not  in  this  harbour. 

Q.  7.  Have  you  ever  known  a  case  proving  fatal  on 
board  ? 

A.  One  case,  that  of  Mrs.  Bucknor,  on  board  the 
Rosa  schooner,  John  Innis,  master,  as  reported  on 
the  3d  instant. 

Q.  8.  Please  to  describe  the  mode  of  procedure 
in  ascertaining  whether  a  vessel  outside  the  port  is 
to  receive  pratique,  or  to  be  put  into  quarantine  ? 

A.  A  vessel  entering  the  port  is  approached  within 
speaking  distance,  and  her  condition  ascertained  by 
questioning  the  master. 

Q.  .9.  Does  the  pilot  ascertain  this  before  the  visit 
of  the  health  officer  ? 

A.  The  pilots  have  the  power  of  ascertaining  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  vessel  before  the  health  of- 
licer  visits. 

Q.  10  Do  yoji  know  of  an  instance  or  instances 
where  the  i)ilut  boarding  a  vessel  at  sea,  has  taken 
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the  crew  of  his  bout  on  board,  and  that  the  crew  af- 
terwards left  ilie  vessel  and  returned  onshore,  leaving 
the  pilot  on  board  to  lake  the  vessel  into  port  ? 

A.  I  know  of  no  such  occurrence. 

Q.  II.  At  what  distance  from  the  port  is  the  qua- 
rantine ojround  or  station  ;  is  it  a  safe  anchorage  ? 

A.  The  distance  stated  by  the  harbour  master  is 
two  miles  and  a  half.  Yes. 

Q.  12.  Have  you  ever  knowxi  of  accidents  from  ves- 
sels lying  there  ? 

A.  iSone. 

Q.  t3.  Are  there  any  means  of  preventing  commu- 
nication with  the  shore  ? 

A.  J  know  of  none,  except  through  the  interfer^' 
•ence  of  the  magistrates  and  police. 

Q.  14,  Have  you  heard  of  instances  where  any  vio- 
lation of  the  existing  (piarautine  regulations,  in  your 
port,  has  taken  place  either  in  the  way  of  an  incor- 
rect statement  having  been  given,  on  arrival,  as  to 
the  health  of  those  on  board  during  the  voyage,  or 
by  any  communication  with  the  shove  during  quaran- 
tine ? 

A.  I  JcDOw  of  none. 

Q.  15.  During  your  residence  at  or  near  the  port 
♦of  Black  River,  what  epidemic  diseases  have  prevail- 
^ed  in  the  town  or  ^urroundins:  district  ? 

A.  Measles,  hooping  cough,  and  cholera. 

-Q.  i6.  Were  they  distinctly  tr<iceable  to  introduc- 
'lion  hy  shipping  9 

A.  They  w«re:not. 

'Q.  17.  In  your  opinion  does  the  system  of  quaran- 
•dne,  as  it^isfcs  at  ])resent  and  is  carried  out,  afford 
protection  to  public  health;  and  is  it,  do  you  consi- 
der, a  isafeguaixl  against  the  importation  of  epide- 
mic infectious  diseases  ? 

A.  1  consider  a  system  of  quarantine  indispensa- 

Q.  18.  Are  there  any  changes  or  modifications  in 
the  present  system,  which  would  render  it,  in  your 
lopiiiioii,  nxore  eificient  as  a  safeguard,  or  make  it  less 
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Vexatious  to  shippinji;,  without  compromising  the  pub- 
lic health  ? 

A.  1  am  unable  to  suggest  any  alterations. 

Q.  19.  Do  you  consider  that  the  public  health  would 
be  endangered,  if  the  health  otticer  went  on  board, 
instead  of  merely  alongside,  as  at  present,  every  ves- 
sel upon  arrival,  and  ascertained,  by  personal  inspec- 
tion and  examination,  the  condition  of  those  on  board, 
also  the  state  of  the  vessel  itself? 

A.  I  consider  the  practice  of  boarding  infected 
vessels  would  be  attended  with  risk.  The  precise 
state  of  the  vessel  and  crew  could  no  doubt  be  as-- 
certained  with  greater  correctness  by  actual  examina- 
tion. 

Q.  20.  Is  there  any  convenient  place  on  shore  to, 
which  the  sick  might  be  sent  for  medical  attendance, 
if  you  deemed  it  advisable  that  they  should  be  re- 
moved out  of  the  ship  ? 

A.  1  am  not  acquainted  with  any  suitable  place. 
There  is  no  public  hospital  at  this  port. 

Q.  21.  In  the  event  of  a  vessel  being  found  to  be 
exceedingly  foul,  and  therefore  liable  to  produce,  or 
to  keep  up  and  aggravate  sickness,  is  there  any  place 
on  shore  where  the  healthy  on  board  the  vessel  might 
be  conveniently  located  during  the  process  of  cleans* 
ing  and  purifying  her  ] 

A.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  suitable  place  for 
such  purpose. 

Q.  22.  Please  to  add  any  observations  respecting  the 
subject  of  quarantine,  or  in  any  measure  illustra- 
tive of  its  operation  in  this  island,  either  for  good  or 
evil,  which  you  think  it  may  be  useful  that  the  Cen- 
ral  Board  of  Health  should  be  made  acquainted 
with. 

A.    
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Ansiuers  of  Dr.  Lemonioiis  to  the  queslions  issued  hif 
ike  quaraiUim  commillee  of  the  Central  Board  of 
Health. 

Rio  Bucno,  ^^ilhJiine,  1851. 

Sir^ 

I  herevvitli  return  the  queries  whicli  you  directecj 
to  me,  by  order  of  the  quarantine  conniiittee  of  tiie 
Central  Board  of  Healtli,  with  my  answers. 
I  Ijuve  the  iionor  to  be,  Sir, 

\  our  nuKst  obedient  servant. 
(Sign^id,)  \V.  LEMON lOU.S, 

Health  Officer,  Rio  Bueno. 

T.  J.  Biiov/iV,  Esquire, 

Secretary  to  ike  Central  ■Board  of  llealtli. 

Question  L  Kow  lona:  have  vou  acted  as  health 
officer  at  the  port  of  Rio  Bueno  ? 
A.  Since  the  year  1838. 

Q.  2.  Do  you  act  as  health  officer  for  more  than 
one  port ;  if  so,  how  far  distant  are  they  from  each 
other  and  from  your  residence  *^ 

A.  For  Rit>  Bueno  only.  Distance  from  my  resi- 
dence four  miles. 

Q.  3.  What  is  the  average  number  of  vessels,  per 
annum,  j)ut  into  quarantine  in  the  port  of  Rio  Bueno 
while  YOU  have  been  health  officer? 

A.  Foin\ 

Q.  4.  In  most  of  the  instances  when  quarantine 
has  been  imposed  during  your  service,  has  it  been 
owing  to  the  vessels  having  merely  arrived  from  an 
infected  or  suspected  port,  or  to  their  having  actual 
disease  on  board  at  the  time  of  arrival  ? 

A.  No  quarantine  has  been  ^necessary  to  be  im- 
posed on  any  vessel  during  my  service. 

Q.  5.  State,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the  number  of 
vessels  which  have  been  put  into  quarantine  in  your 
|>ort,  during  your  flenure  of  office,  in  consequence  of 
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ftctual  disease  on  board  ;  and  please  to  specify  the 
diseases  for  which  the  detention  was  imposed? 
A.  None. 

Q.  0*.  Is  any  medical  attendance  given  to  the  sick 
on  board  a  vessel  in  quarantine;  have  you  eter 
known  of  a  case  proving  fatal  on  boji^rd  ? 

A.  Answered  above. 

Q.  7.  Please  to  describe  the  mode  of  procedure  in 
ascertaining  whether  a  vessel  outside  the  port  is  to 
receive  pratique,  or  to  be  put  into  quarantine.  Does; 
the  pilot  ascertain  this  before  the  visit  of  the  health 
officer;  do  you  know  of  an  instance  or  instances 
where  the  pilot,  boarding  a  vessel  at  sea,  has  taken 
the  crew  of  his  boat  on  board,  and  that  the  crew  af- 
terwards left  the  vessel  and  returned  on  shore,  leavr 
ing  the  pilot  on  board  to  take  the  vessel  into  port  ? 

A.  Tiie  pilot  boards  every  vessel,  hoisting  a  signal 
for  him,  outside  the  port,  and  1  visit  her  as  early  as 
possible  after  she  is  anchored  ;  the  master  sends  a 
boat  for  n^e,  no  boat  being  furnished  to  me  for  that 
purpose.  I  believe  that  the  pilot  only  goes  on  board, 
any  vessel,  and  sends  his  canoe  on  shore. 

Q.  8.  At  what  distance  from  the  port  is  the  qna-r 
rantine  ground  or  station;  is  it  a  safe  anchorage; 
bave  you  ever  known  of  accidents  from  vessels  lying 
there ;  qire  there  any  means  of  preventing  eoramunicar 
tion  with  the  shore? 

A.  The  last  instructions  1  received  directed  me  to 
send  any  vessel  I  might  find  it  necessary  to  put  into 
quarantine  to  Ocho  Rios,  about  twenty  two  miles  to 
windward  of  Rio  Bueno.  I  am  not  sufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  the  roadstead  at  Ocho  Rios  to  afford 
any  information. 

Q.  9.  Have  you  heard  of  instances  where  any  vio- 
lation of  the  existing  quarantine  riegulations  in  your 
port  has  taken  place,  either  in  the  way  of  an  incorrect 
statement  having  been  given,  on  arrival,  as  to  the  health 
[>f  those  oq  board  during  the  voyage,  or  by  any  comr 
i^uaication  with  the ^hore  during  quarantine  ? 
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A.  I  know  of  no  such  case,  nor  have  I  ever  heahti 
-of  one. 

Q.  JO.  During  your  residence,  at  or  near  the  port 
of  Rio  Biieno,  what  epidemic  diseases  have  pre- 
vailed in  the  town  or  surrounding  districts  ;  were 
they  distinctly  traceable  to  introduction  by  ship- 
ping ? 

A.  No  epidemic  disease  has  fever  prevailed  at  Rio 
Bueno  during  my  residence  there,  or  near  it.  Asi- 
atic cholera  visited  it  in  December  and  January  last 
past,  which  certainly  was  not  introduced  by'ship^ 
ping. 

Q.  11.  In  your  opinion,  does  the  system  of  quaran- 
tine, as  it  exists  at  present  and  is  carried  out,  afford 
protection  to  public  health  ;  and  is  it,  do  you  con- 
jsider,  a  safeguard  against  the  importation  of  epide- 
mic infectious  diseases  } 

A.  I  am  not  possessed  Of  the  quarantine  laws,  and 
therefore  cannot  give  my  opinion  on  it ;  but  I  consi- 
der that  when  epidemic  or  infectious  disease  is  im- 
ported in  any  vessel,  her  being  put  into  quarantine, 
must,  in  a  great  degree,  prevent  such  disea^  from 
spreading  among  the  inhabitants  on  shore. 

Q.  12.  Are  there  a*ny  changes  or  modifications  ifi 
the  present  system  which  would  render  it,  in  your 
opinion,  more  efficient  as  a  safeguard,  or  make  it  less 
vexatious  to  shipping,  without  compromising  the 
public  health  1 

A.  1  cannot  say. 

Q.  13.  Do  you  consider  that  the  pul)ric  liealth 
would  be  endangered  if  the  health  officer  went  on 
board,  instead  of  merely  alongside,  as  at  present, 
every  vessel  upon  arrival,  and  ascertained  by  personal 
inspection  and  e?:aminatioii,  the  condition  of  those 
on  board,  also  the  state  of  the  vessel  itself? 

A.  I  consider  that  when  the  master  or  pilot  de- 
clares that  there  is  epidemic  or  infectious  disease  on 
board,  it  would  endanger  the  public  health  if  the 
iiealth  ofiicer  went  on  board,  and  would  be  useksH 
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hy  vnnning  risk,  as  it  is  tlie  duty  of  that  officer  to  or- 
<ier  her  immediately  to  sea,  to  proceed  to  the  quai-an- 
tine  ground. 

Q.  14.  Is  there  any  convenient  place  on  shore  to 
xyhich  the  sick  might  be  sent  for  medical  attendance, 
ii'  you  deemed  it  advisable  that  they  should  be  remov- 
ed out  of  the  ship  ? 

A.  Whenever  1  havQ  thought  it  advisable  to  ordef 
sick  seamen  on  shore,  the  master  of  the  vessel  to  which 
they  belonged  has  made  some  arrangement  with  aa 
inhabitant,  and  paid  for  their  lodging  and  attendance. 
In  other  cases  I  have  sent  sick  seanjen  to  the  marine 
hospital,  at  Falmouth. 

Q.  15.  In  the  event  of  a  vessel  being  found  to  be 
exceedingly  foul,  and  therefore  liable  to  produce  or 
to  keep  up  and  aggravate  sickness,  is  there  any  place 
on  shore  where  the  healthy  on  board  the  vessel  might 
be  conveniently  located  during  the  process  of  cleans- 
ing and  purifying  her  ? 

A.  There  is  no  other  way  of  locating  the  crew  of 
any  vessel  on  shore  during  the  process?  of  cleansing 
and  purifying  her,  except  the  one  mentioned  in  the 
foregoing  answer. 

Q.  16.  Please  to  add  any  observations  respecting- 
the  subject  of  quarantine,  or  in  any  nieasure  illustra- 
tive of  its  operation  in  this  island,  either  for  good  or 
evil,  which  you  think  it  may  be  useful  that  the  Cen- 
tral Board  of  Health  should  be  made  acquainted 
with  ? 

A.  I  have  already  stated  my  belief  that  the  quaran- 
tine law,  (as  far  as  1  know  it,)  must,  in  a  great  d€gree, 
afford  protection  to  public  health,  and  I  think,  that 
is  more  the  case  in  ports  where  no  marine  or  other 
public  hospital  exists.  But  in  Kingston,  Falmouth, 
Montego-Bay,  and  the  other  ports,  i)aving  such  hos- 
pital, 1  consider  it  a  cruel  i^l^lictio^  on  both  sick  and 
well  on  board  of  any  foul  ship.  In  my  humble  opi- 
nion it  would  be  better  to  send  the  sick  to  the  hos- 
pital, where  they  would  be  more  cpmfortabie  ani 
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better  attended  to,  and  to  lodge  the  well  on  shord 
Avhilst  the  vessel  was  being  cleansed  and  purified. 
(Signed,)  W.  LEMONJOUS, 

F.  C.  P.  &  S.  Jamaica. 

Health  Officer,  Rio-Buena. 

Anmej's  of  Dr.  Thomas  Johnsto?ie  to  the  questions  is- 
sued  hy  the  quarantine  committee  of  the  Central 
JBoard  of  Healths 

Question  1.  How  long  have  you  acted  as  health  of- 
ficer at  the  port  of  Dry  Harbour? 

A.  From  the  20th  March,  1840. 

Q.  2.  Do  you  act  as  health  officer  for  more  than 
one  port ;  if  so,  how  far  distant  are  they  from  each 
other  and  from  your  residence  1 

A.  I  do  not  act  for  any  other  port.  I  reside  five 
miles  from  Dry  Harbour,  and  within  sight  of  the  port. 

Q.  3*  What  is  the  average  number  of  vessels,  per 
annum,  put  into  quarantine  in  the  port  of  Dry  Har- 
bour, while  you  have  been  health  officer  *? 

A.  I  have  never  had  occasion  to  place  any  vessel 
in  quarantine. 

Q.  4.  In  most  of  the  instances  where  quarantine 
has  been  imposed  during  your  service,  has  it  been 
owing  to  the  vessels  having  merely  arrived  from  an 
infected  or  suspected  port,  or  to  their  having  actual 
disease  on  board  at  the  time  of  arrival? 

A.  See  answer,  query  No.  3.  From  four  to  five 
Vessels  annually  arrive  at  Dry  Harbour,  and  those  di- 
rect from  London  or  Liverpool,  being  at  sea  from  five 
to  six  weeks,  and  have  seldom  found  that  sickness 
prevailed  during  the  passage.  Several  other  vessels 
call  in  during  the  year  frotn  dthei'  ports  in  the  island 
for  tVeali  cargo. 

Q.  5.  State,  as  nearly  as  yoii  can,  the  number  of 
Vessels  which  hfive  been  put  into  quarantine  in  yout 
{>oH,  diirihg  your  tenure  of  office^  in  consequence 
bf  actual  disease  oh  board,  and  please  to  specify  th^ 
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lisease  or  diseases  for  which  the  detention  was  iiii- 
)Osed  ? 

A.  See  answer,  query  No.  3. 

Q.  6.  Is  any  medical  attendance  given  to  the  sick 
m  board  a  vessel  in  quarantine  ;  have  you  ever  known 
)f  a  case  proving  fatal  on  board  1 

A.  Were  it  necessary  medical  attendance  would  be 
;iven,  sickness  arising  after  entry,  I  generally  attend. 

Q.  7.  Please  to  describe  the  mode  of  procedure  in 
iscertaining  whether  a  vessel  outside  the  port  is  to 
•eceive  pratique,  or  to  be  put  into  quarantine  ;  does 
he  pilot  asc(;rtain  this  before  the  visit  of  the  health 
)fficer ;  do  you  know  of  an  instance  or  instances 
^vhere  the  pilot,  boarding  a  vessel  at  sea,  has  taken 
he  crew  of  his  boat  on  board,  and  that  the  crew  af- 
;er wards  left  the  vessel  and  returned  on  shore,  leav- 
ng  the  pilot  on  board  to  take  the  vessel  into  port? 

A.  There  is  no  anchorage  or  quarantine  ground 
Dutside  the  harbour  ;  the  pilot  generally  boards  some 
iistance  from  the  port,  and  his  crew  mostly  go  on 
board  with  him,  towing  the  canoe  with  a  line.  I 
:)oard  immediately  on  her  coming  to  anchor,  and  if 
necessary  to  place  the  vessel  in  quarantine,  my  in- 
structions are  to  place  her  2?z,  and  to  leeward  of  the 
other  vessels  in  port ;  the  pilot  never  leaves  the  ves- 
sel until  boarded. 

Q.  8.  At  what  distance  from  the  port  is  the  qua- 
rantine ground  or  station;  is  it  a  safe  anchorage; 
have  you  ever  known  of  accidents  from  vessels  lying 
there;  are  there  any  means  of  preventing  communis 
cation  with  the  shore  ? 

A.  See  answer,  query  No.  7,  The  anchorage  with- 
in the  harbour  is  safe ;  there  are  no  means  of  prevent- 
ing communication  with  the  shore  that  1  am  aware 
of  further  than  the  strict  orders  of  the  master  on 
board  to  the  contrary. 

Q.  9.  Have  you  heard  of  instances  where  any  vio- 
lation of  the  existing  quarantine  regulations  in  your 
port  lias  taken  place,  either  in  the  way  of  an  incor- 
rect statement  having  been  given,  on  arrival,  as  to  ilm 
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henltli  of  those  on  !)oard  during  the  voyage,  or  by  any 
voniniuniration  M'ith  the  shore  during  quarantine  ? 

A.  1  have  never  known  of  the  existing  quarantine 
regulations  violated  in  this  port. 

Q.  10.  During  your  residence  at  ornear  to  the  per 
of  Dry  Harl)()ur,  what  epidemic  diseases  have  pre, 
vailed  in  the  town  or  surraunding  district ;  were  they 
distinctly  traceable  to  introduction  by  shipping  ? 

A.  The  only  disease  that  has  prevailed  in  Dry- 
Harbour  is  from  no  epidemic  disease  ever  introduced 
by  the  shipping  to  my  knowledge;  cholera  prevailed 
to  some  extent  in  St.  Ann's  Bay,  to  windward,  and 
IWo  Bueno  to  leeward.    Dry  Harbour  escaped, 

Q.  11.  Jn  your  opinion  does  the  system  of  quaran- 
tine, as  it  exists  at  present  and  is  carried  out,  afford 
protection  to  public  health;  and  is  it,  do  you  consi- 
der, a  safeguard  against  the  importation  of  epidemic 
infectious  diseases 

A.  I  do  consider  it  affords  protection  to  public 
health,  and  if  the  duties  are  strictly  attended  to,  it 
is  a  safeguard  against  the  introduction  of  epidemic 
infectious  diseases. 

Q.  1*2.  Are  there  any  changes  or  modifications  in 
the  present  system  which  would  render  it,  in  your 
opinion,  more  efficient  as  a  safeguard,  or  make  it  less 
vexatious  to  shipping,  without  compromising  the 
public  health  ? 

A.  My  experience  docs  not  warrant  me  in  o5ering 
any  suggestions. 

Q.  13.  Do  you  consider  that  the  public  health 
would  be  endangered  if  the  health  officer  went  oi^ 
board,  instead  of  merely  alongside,  as  at  present, 
every  vessel  upon  arrival,  and  ascertained,  by  per- 
sonal inspection  and  examination,  the  condition  of 
those  on  board,  and  also  the  state  of  the  vessel  itself? 

A.  1  do  not  consider  the  public  health  endangered 
by  the  health  officer  going  on  board.  I  consider  the 
duties  inefficiently  performed  unless  the  health  officer 
personally  inspected  the  men  and  the  state  of  the.  ves» 
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vj.  14.  Is  there  any  convenient  place  on  shore  to 
which  the  sick,  might  he  sent  for  medical  attendiince, 
if  you  deemed  it  advisable  that  they  should  be  re- 
moved out  of  the  ship? 

A.  There  is  no  place  at  present  ;  if  teq^aired,  a 
place  could  be  procured. 

Q.  1-5.  In  the  event  of  a  vessel  being  found  to  be 
exceedingly  foul,  and  therefore  liable  to  produce  or 
to  keep  up  and  aggravate  sickness,  is  there  any  place 
5n  shore  "where  the  healthy  on  board  the  vessel  might 
be  conveniently  located  during  the  process  of  cleans- 
ing and  purifying  her  ? 

A.  Accommodations  might  bfe  procured  iov  the 
bealthy  in  the  town. 

Q.  16.  Please  to  add  any  observations  respecting  the 
subject  of  quarantine,  or  in  any  measure  illustrative 
)f  its  operation  in  this  island,  either  for  good  or  evil, 
w'hich  you  think  it  may  be  useful  that  the  Central 
Board  of  Health  should  be  macle  acquainted  with? 

A.  See  answer, 'querv  No.  12. 

THOMAS  JOHNSTONE, 

Heahk  Officer.  Dry  Harbour. 

Answers  of  Dr.  Bayley  to  the  questions  issued  ly  the 
quarantine  committee  oj  the  Cential  Board  of 
Health. 

Question  1.  How  lon|r  have \on  acted  as  Jiealth  of- 
icer  at  the  port  of  St.  Ann  s  Bay  ? 

A.  The  date  of  my  appointment  as  ^health  officer  at 
he  port  of  St.  Ann's  Bay,  is  the  ^Oth  November,  1838, 
imce  which  time  I  have  acted  as  such. 

Q.  2.  Do  you  act  as  health  officer  for  more  than 
me  port;  if  so,  how  fur  distant  are  they  from  each 
)ther  and  from  your  residence*? 

A.  Only  for  St.  Ann  s  Bay. 

Q.  3.  What  is  the  average  number  of  vessels,  per 
innum,  put  into  quarantine  in  the  port  of  St.  Ann's 
^ay,  while  you  have  been  hadth  officer. 


^  Appmdi.v. 

A.  Since  I  have  Resided  in  St.  Ann's  Bay,  now 
twenty-three  years,  I  have  never  known  a  vessel  put 
in  quarantine. 

Q.  4.  In  wxM  of  the  instances  wiiere  qnarantino 
has  been  imposed  during'  your  service,  has  it  bee^ 
owing  to  the  vessels  having  merely  arrived  from  aii 
infected  or  suspected  port,  or  to  their  having  actual 
disease  on  board  at  the  time  of  arrival  ? 

See  answer  to  query  No,  3. 

Q.  5.  State,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  t]m  nnmbef  of 
"vessels  which  have  been  put  into  quarantine  in  your 
port,  during  your  tenure  of  office,  in  consequence  of 
actual  disease  on  board,  and  please  to  specify  the 
disease  or  diseases  for  M'hicl^  the  detention  was  im^ 
posed, 

A.  Vide  answer,  No.  3. 

Q.  6.  Is  any  medical  attendance  given  to  the  mck 
on  board  a  vessel  in  quarantine  ;  have  you  ever 
knoWTi  of  a  case  proving  fatal  on  board  ? 

A.  I  cannot  give  an  answer  to  this  question,  as  the 
quarantine  ground  is  twenty  miles  from  St.  Ann's 
Bay,  and  as  I  have  never  had  occasion  to  order  a  ves- 
sel in  quarantine,  I  am  not  a  position  to  say  what 
practice  is  obsei  ved. 

Q.  7.  Please  to  describe  the  mode  of  procedure  in 
^ascertaining  whether  a  vessel  outside  the  port  is  to 
receive  pratique^  or  to  be  put  into  quarantine;  does 
the  pilot  ascertain  this  before  the  visit  of  the  health 
officer ;  do  you  know  of  an  instance  or  instances 
where  the  pilot,  boarding  a  vessel  at  sea,  has  taken 
the  crew  of  his  boat  on  board,  and  that  the  crew  af- 
terwards left  the  vessel  and  returned  on  shore,  leav- 
ing the  pilot  on  board  to  take  the  vessel  into  poit  ? 

A .  The  pilot  has  inst rpctions,  if  a  vessel  has  any 
epidemic  disease  on  board,  not  to  bring  he^'  into  port. 
The  healtli  offtper  boards  a  vessel  when  she  comes 
into  harboiir,  bnt  no  communication  is  permitted  with 
the  town  until  the  health  officer  visits  iiie  vessel.  |t 
|s  ^  ■common  prs^cticp  f<)f  th^  ^f^W  'Pf  ^  l^^i 
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to  go  on  board  tlie  vessel,  at  sea,  with  the  pilot,  and 
he  boat  is  towed  into  harbour  ;  the  crew  of  the  pilot 
joat  seldom  return  on  shore  before  the  pilot. 

Q.  8.  At  what  distance  from  the  port  is  the  quaran- 
ine  ground  or  station  ;  is  it  a  safe  anchorage  ;  have  you 
;ver  known  of  accidents  from  vessels  lying  there; 
ire  there  any  means  of  preventing  communication 
;vith  the  shore  ? 

A.  Oracabessa,  (about  twenty  miles  from  St.  Ann's 
Bay,)  is  the  quarantine  ground,  and  it  is  said  to  have 
afe  anchorage.  I  have  never  heard  of  any  accidents 
rom  vessels  lying  there  ;  there  are  no  means,  to  my 
Lnovviedge,  to  prevent  communication  with  the  shore. 

Q.  9.  Have  you  heard  of  instances  where  any  vio- 
ation  of  tiie  existing  quarantine  regulations  in  your 
)ort  has  taken  place,  either  in  the  way  of  an  incorrect 
tatement  having  been  given,  on  arrival,  as  to  the 
lealth  of  those  on  board  during  the  voyage,  or  by  any 
:ommunication  with  the  shore  during  quarantine  ? 

A.  I  have  never  heard  of  any  instance. 

Q.  10.  During  your  residence  at  or  near  to  the  port 
•f  St.  Ann's  Bay,  what  epidemic  diseases  have  pre- 
ailed  in  the  town  or  surrounding  district ;  were  they 
iistinctly  traceable  to  introduction  by  shipping  ? 

A.  The  only  epidemic  diseases  I  have  known  in  the 
>ort  of  St.  Ann's  Bay  are  small  pox  and  cholera, 
teither  of  which  were  traceable  to  introduction  by 
hipping. 

Q,  11.  In  your  opinion  does  the  system  of  quaran- 
ine,  as  it  exists  at  present  and  is  carried  out,  afford 
irotection  to  public  health  ;  and  is  it,  do  you  consi- 
ler,  a  safeguard  against  the  importation  of  epidemic 
afectious  diseases  X 

A.  It  does  not;  there  are  ports  adjacent  to  St. 
knn's  Bay  where  vessels  might  go  in,  and  no  health 
fficer  present  to  board  them.  I  may  mention  Ocho 
lios  especially;  this  port  is  to  the  windward  of  St, 
Lnn  s  Bay  ;  there  is  no  health  officer  there. 

Q.  12.  Are  there  any  changes  or  modifications  in 
le  present  system  which  would  render  it,  in  your 
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opinion,  more  efficient  as  a  safeguard,  or  make  it  im 
vexatious  to  shipping,  without  compromising  the  pub- 
lic health  ?'  •  b  1 

A.  The  only  modification  I  would  suggest  is,  that 
.the  health  officer  should  be  required  to  board  each 
Tessel,  and  not  to  trust  simply  to  the  captain's  report 
of  the  health  of  the  crew. 

Q.  13.  Do  you  consider  that  the  public  health 
rAVouId  be  endangered  if  the  health  officer  went  on 
board,  instead  of  merely  alongside,  as  at  present,  eve- 
ry vessel  upon  arrival,  and  ascertained  by  personal  in- 
spection and  examination,  the  condition  of  those  on 
Iboard,  and  also  the  state  of  the  vessel  itself  ? 

A.  It  has  b<^en  my  practice  to  board  the  vessels 
and  personally  inspect  the  crew,  &c. 

Q.  14.  Is  there  any  convenient  place  on  shore  to 
which  the  sick  might  be  sent  for  medical  attendance, 
if  you  deemed  it  advisable  that  they  should  be  re- 
jnoved  out  of  the  ship  ? 

A.  When  it  is  necessary  to  order  a  sick  patient  on 
Fhore,  the  captain  procures  lodgings  and  pays  theex- 
pence ;  in  most  cases  the  medical  man  is  employed 
by  the  ship  to  attend  the  crew^ 

Q.  15.  in  the  event  of  a  vessel  being  found  to  be 
exceedingly  foul,  and  therefore  liable  to  produce  or 
to  keep  up  and  aggravate  sickness,  is  there  any  place 
on  shore  where  the  healthy  on  board  the  vessel  might 
be  conveniently  located  during  the  process  of  cleans- 
ing and  purifying  her? 

A.  Yes;  no  difficulty  in  getting  lodgings, 

Q.  1(3.  Please  to  add  any  observations  respecting 
Xhe  subject  of  quarantine,  or  in  any  measure  illustra- 
tive of  its  operation  in  this  island,  either  for  good 
or  evil,  which  you  think  it  may  be  useful  that  the 
Central  Board  of  Health  should  be  made  acquainted 
with  1 

A.  1  have  no  observations  to  add. 

(Signed^J  T,  N,  BAYLEV, 

S-urgeon. 
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nsivers  oj  Dr.  Clarke  to  the  questions  itsncd  hy 
the  quarantine  committee  of  the  Central  Board  of 
Health. 

Question  1.  How  \on%  have  you  acted  as  health  of- 
:er  at  the  port  of  Aiinotto  Bay 
A.  Since  April,  1850 ;  1  acted  as  deputy  also  some 
5ars  back  under  Dr.  Maxwell. 
Q.  2.  Do  you  act  as  health  officer  for  more  than 
le  port ;  if  so,  hov/  far  distant  are  they  from  eaclt 
her  and  from  your  residence  "? 
A.  For  the  port  of  Annotto  Bay  only. 
Q.  3.  What  is  the  average  number  of  vessels,  per 
inum,  put  into  quarantine  in  the  port  of  Annotto 
ay,  while  you  have  been  health  officer  ? 
A.  None  have  been  put  into  quarantine  since  I 
ive  held  the  office. 

Q.  4.  In  most  of  the  instances  where  quarantine 
IS  been  imposed  during-  your  service,  has  it  been 
iving  to  the  vessels  having  merely  arrived  from  an 
ifected  or  suspected  port,  or  to  their  having"  actual 
isease  on  board  at  the  time  of  arrival  ? 

A.  — - 

Q.  5.  State,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the  number  of 
3ssels  which  have  been  put  into  quarantine  in  your 
ort,  during  your  tenure  of.  office,  in  consequence  of 
:tual  disease  on  board,  and  please  to  specify  the  dis- 
ise  or  diseases  for  which  the  detention  was  im* 
osed  ? 

A.  — ^-^ 

Q.  6.  Is  any  medical  attendance  given  to  the  stele 
n  board  a  vessel  in  quarantine;  have  you  ever 
nown  of  a  case  proving  fat^l  on  board 

A,  

Q.  7.  Please  to  describe  the  mode  of  procedure  in 
scertaining  whether  a  vessel  outside  the  port  is  to 
Dceive  pratique,  or  to  be  put  into  quarantine  ;  does 
be  pilot  ascertain  this  before  the  >isit  of  the  health 
fficer  ? 

G  2 
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A  This  is  seldom  or  never  ascertained  till  the  vessel 
comes  into  port,  the  harbour  being  large  and  an  open 
roadstead  ;  the  pilot  is  not  looked  to  in  the  matter  at 
all,  the  question  being  settled  M'hen  suspicion  arises 
by  the  decision  of  the  health  officer. 

Q.  8.  Do  you  know  of  an  instance  or  instances 
where  the  pilot,  boarding  a  vessel  at  sea,  has  taken 
the  crew  of  his  boat  on  board,  and  that  the  crew  af- 
terwards left  the  vessel  and  returned  on  shore,  leaving 
the  pilot  on  board  to  take  the  vessel  into  port ! 

A.  ^  

Q.  9.  At  what  distance  from  the  port  is  the  qua- 
rantine ground  or  station  ;  is  it  a  safe  anchorage ; 
have  you  ever  known  of  accidents  from  vessels  lying 
there  ;  are  there  an}^  means  of  preventing  communi- 
cation with  the  shore  1 

A.  At  Oracabessa  about  eighteen  miles  distant.  I 
am  told  by  competent  judges  that  the  anchorage  is 
safe.  1  do  not  know  that  there  are  any  particular 
means  of  preventing  communication  with  the  shore. 

Q.  10.  Have  you  heard  of  instances  where  any  vio- 
lation of  the  existing  quarantine  regulations,  in  your 
port,  has  taken  place,  either  in  the  way  of  an  incor- 
rect statement  having  been  given,  on  arrival,  as  to  the 
health  of  those  on  board  during  the  voyage,  or  by 
&ny  communication  with  the  shore  during  quarantine? 

A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  11.  During  your  residence  at  or  near  the  port 
of  Annotto  Bay,  what  epidemic  diseases  have  pre- 
vailed in  the  town  or  surrounding  district ;  were  they 
distinctly  traceable  to  introduction  by  shipping  ? 

A.  Measles  in  1837  ;  scarlatina  in  1842  and  1843 ; 
hooping  cough  in  1843;  dysentery  in  1844  and  1845; 
and  cholera  in  1850.  1  am  not  prepared  to  say  in 
what  way  they  were  introduced. 

Q.  12.  In  your  opinion  does  the  system  of  quaran- 
tine, as  ii  e..  ists  at  present  and  is  carried  out,  afford 
protection  to  public  health  ;  and  is  it,  do  you  con- 
sider, a  safeguard  against  the  importation  of  epi- 
demic infectious  diseases  ? 
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A.  1  believe  that  it  is  calculated  to  afibnl  consider- 
able protection,  but  1  will  not  say  a  complete  sale- 
guard  against  it. 

Q.  13.  Are  there  any  changes  or  modifications  in 
the  present  system  which  would  render  it,  in  your 
opinion,  more  efficient  as  a  safeguard,  or  make  it  less 
vexatious  to  the  shipping,  without  compromising  the 
public  health  ! 

A.  I  am  not  prepared  to  offer  any.  The  destruc- 
tion of  fomites  and  proper  cleansing  and  ventilating 
of  the  vessel  are  obvious  suggestions,  and  might  be 
enforced  by  penalties. 

Q.  14.  Do  you  consider  that  the  public  health 
would  be  endangered,  if  the  health  officer  went  on 
board,  instead  of  merely  alongside,  as  at  present,  eve- 
ry vessel  upon  arrival,  and  ascertained  by  personal 
inspection  and  examination,  the  condition  of  those  on 
board,  and  also  the  state  of  the  vessel  itself? 

A.  The  individual  risk  to  the  officer  would,  of 
course,  be  increased  "  pro  tanta"  by  the  increased 
exposure  to  noxious  emanation ;  the  channel,  and 
consequently  the  chance  of  propagation,  would  be  li- 
mited in  the  case  suggested,  and  the  latter  capable  of 
being  still  further  diminished  by  the  use  for  the  oc- 
casion of  personal  precautions  ;  perhaps  therefore, 
the  degree  of  danger  to  the  public  health  from  such 
a  course  would  be  inconsiderable. 

Q.  15.  Is  there  any  convenient  place  on  shore  to 
which  the  sick  might  be  sent  for  medical  attendance, 
if  you  deemed  it  advisable  that  they  should  be  re- 
moved out  of  the  ship  ? 

A.  1  know  of  no  place  on  shore  to  which  they  could 
be  carried  with  safety  to  the  inhabitants. 

Q.  16.  In  the  event  of  a  vessel  being  found  to  be 
exceedingly  foul,  and  therefore  liable  to  produce,  or 
to  keep  up  and  aggravate  sickness,  is  there  any  place 
on  shore  where  the  healthy  on  board  the  vessel 
might  be  conveniently  located  during  the  process  of 
cleansing  and  purifying  her  ? 

A.  The  same  answer  applies  to  this  question  ;  po- 
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sibly  the  cleaiisin*^  and  purifying  might  be  carried  an 
without  disembarking  the  crew. 

Q.  17,  Please  to  add  any  observations  respecting 
the  sul)ject  of  quarantine,  or  in  any  measure  illustra- 
tive of  its  operation  in  the  island,  either  for  good  or 
evil,  which  you  think  it  may  be  useful  that  the  Cen- 
tral Board  of  Health  should  be  acquainted  with  ? 

A,  1  have  no  special  information  to  give  on  the 
subject,  but  as  ilhistrative  of  the  beneficial  operation 
of  quarantine  in  this  island,  1  may  be  allowed  to  point 
to  the  entire  absence  of  small  pox  from  it  for  a  period 
of  nineteen  years,  although  infected  vessels  have  ar- 
rived at  its  shores  during  that  time. 

(Signed,)         THOMAS  CLARKE,  M.D. 

Health  Officer ^  Annotto  Bay. 

Answers  of  Dr,  W .  B.  CooJce  to  the  questions  issued 
by  the  quarantine  committee  of  the  Central  Hoard 
of  Health. 

Question  I.  How  long  have  you  acted  as  health  of-^ 
ficer  at  the  port  of  Morant  Bay  X 

A.  From  the  22nd  March,  1845. 

Q.  2.  Do  you  act  as  health  officer  for  more  than 
one  port;  if  so,  how  far  distant  are  they  from  each 
other  and  from  your  residence? 

A.  For  Port  Morant  also,  the  distance  being  se- 
ven miles  by  the  post  road. 

Q.  3.  What  is  the  average  number  of  vessels,  per 
annum,  put  into  quarantine  in  the  port  of  Morant 
Bay,  while  you  have  been  health  officer? 

A.  None. 

Q.  4.  In  most  of  the  instances  where  quarantine 
has  been  imposed  during  your  service,  has  it  been 
owing  to  the  vessels  having  merely  arrived  from  an 
infected  or  suspected  port,  or  to  their  having  actual 
disease  on  board  at  the  time  of  arrival  ? 

A.  None. 

Q.  5.  State,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the  number  of  ves- 
sels which  have  beeii  put  into  quarantine,  in  your 
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port,  <lnving  your  tcuure  uf  office,  in  consequence  of 
actual  disease  on  board  ;  and  please  to  specify  the 
disease  or  diseases  for  which  the  detention  was  im* 
posed  \ 
A.  None. 

Q.  0.  Is  any  medical  attendance  given  to  the  sick 
on  board  a  vessel  in  quarantine  ;  have  you  ever  known 
a  case  proving  faXal  on  board  ? 

A.  None. 

Q.  7.  Please  to  describe  the  mode  of  procedure 
in  ascertaining  whether  a  vessel  outside  the  port  is 
to  receive  pratique,  or  to  be  put  into  quarantine  ? 

A.  Jt  is  not  usual  to  board  a  vessel  outside  the 
roadstead  at  Morant  Bay,  it  not  being  always  prac- 
ticable, but  as  soon  as  the  reef  is  cleared  the  health 
officer  goes  alongside  and  makes  the  usual  enquiries. 

Q.  8.  Does  the  pilot  ascertain  this  before  the  visit 
of  the  health  officer ;  do  you  know  of  an  instance  or 
instances  where  the  pilot  boarding  a  vessel  at  sea, 
has  taken  the  crew  of  his  boat  on  board,  and  that  the 
crew  afterwards  left  the  vessel  and  returned  on  shore, 
leaving  the  pilot  on  board  to  take  the  vessel  into 
port  ? 

A.  No.    It  is  their  con«;tant  habit. 

Q.  9.  At  what  distance  from  the  port  is  the  iqua- 
rantine  ground  or  station  ;  is  it  a  safe  anchorage  ; 
have  you  ever  known  of  accidents  from  vessels  lying 
there  ;  are  th^re  any  means  of  preventing  communi* 
cation  with  the  shore  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  quarantine  ground  either 
at  this  port  or  at  Port  Morant.  I'he  crew  can  always 
be  prevented,  but  not  the  crew  of  the  pilot  boat,  as 
they  may  board  and  come  on  shore  before  the  vessel 
is  in  sight. 

Q.  10.  Have  you  heard  of  instances  where  any  vio- 
lation of  the  existing  quarantine  regulations,  in  your 
port,  has  taken  place  either  in  the  way  of  an  incor- 
rect statement  having  been  given,  on  arrival,  as  to 
the  health  of  those  on  board  during  the  voyage,  o|« 
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by  any  cominmiioation  with  the  shore  durina:  quaran- 
tine V  * 
A.  None. 

Q.  11.  During;  your  residence  at  or  near  the  port 
of  Morant  Bay,  what  epidemic  diseases  have  prevail 
ed  in  the  town  or  surrounding-  district ;  were  they 
distinctly  traceable  to  introduction  by  shipping  ? 

A,  Cholera.    Not  at  all. 

Q.  12.  In  your  opinion  does  the  system  of  quaran- 
tine, as  it  exists  at  present  and  is  carried  out,  afford 
protection  to  public  health;  and  is  it,  do  you  consi- 
der, a  safeguard  against  the  importation  of  epide- 
mic infectious  diseases  ? 

A.  I  do,  with  the  exceptions  already  stated  in  re- 
gard to  pilots  leaving  the  vessel  before  the  visit  of 
the  health  officer. 

Q.  13.  Are  there  any  changes  or  modifications  in 
the  present  system,  which  would  render  it,  in  your 
opinion,  more  efficient  as  a  safeguard,  or  make  it  less 
vexatious  to  shipping,  without  compromising  the  pub- 
lic health  ? 

A.  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  vessels  were  compelled 
to  hoist  a  yellow  flag  at  the  mast  head  in  all  cases 
where  there  had  been  a  death  on  board,  or  where 
there  had  been  any  infectious  disease  within  sixteen 
days  of  her  arrival,  it  w^ould  answer  well,  and  do 
away  with  the  necessity  of  lying  to  in  a  dangerous 
situation,  such  as  outside  the  reef  at  this  port. 

Q.  14.  Do  you  consider  that  the  public  health  would 
be  endangered,  if  the  health  officer  went  on  board, 
instead  of  merely  alongside,  as  at  present,  every  ves- 
sel upon  arrival,  and  ascertained,  by  personal  inspec- 
tion and  examination,  the  condition  of  those  on  board, 
also  the  state  of  the  vessel  itself.^ 

A.  This  involves  the  question  of  contagion  or  non- 
contagion  ;  a  subject  which  cannot  be  entered  into 
in  so  brief  a  space.  I  am  of  opinion,  hov/ever,  that 
the  public  health  v/ould  not  suffer  except  in  cases 
^here  the  disease  is  known  to  he  coBtag-eous^  i  -^-^ 


jcmall  pox,  croup,  &c.  &€.  I  am  convinced  that  nei- 
ther cholera  nor  yellow  fever  are  at  all  contagious,  ex- 
cept in  the  former  after  death.  1  am  confirmed  m 
this  opinion  by  a  lengthened  and  extended  expe- 
rience. 

Q.  15.  Is  there  any  convenient  place  on  shore  to 
which  the  sick  might  be  sent  for  medical  attendance^ 
if  you  deemed  it  advisable  that  they  should  be  re- 
moved out  of  the  ship  ? 

A.  There  is  no  place  whatever. 

Q.  16.  In  the  event  of  a  vessel  being  found  to  be 
exceedingly  foul,  and  therefore  liable  to  produce,  or 
to  keep  up  and  aggravate  sickness,  is  there  any  place 
on  shore  where  the  healthy  on  board  the  vessel  might 
be  conveniently  located  during  the  process  of  cleans- 
ing and  purifying  her  1 

A.  There  is  no  public  place.  A  house  might  be 
procured  for  the  healthy. 

Q.  17.  Please  to  add  any  observations  respecting  the 
subject  of  quarantine,  or  in  any  measure  illustra- 
tive of  its  operation  in  this  island,  either  for  good  or 
evil,  which  you  think  it  may  be  useful  that  the  Cen- 
ral  Board  of  Health  should  be  made  acquainted 
with. 

A.  The  existing  quarantine  laws  are  perfectly  ade- 
quate to  the  prevention  of  the  importation  of  epide- 
mic diseases,  if  faithfully  and  rigorously  carried  into 
execution,  but  the  remuneration  afforded,  in  many  in- 
stances to  the  health  officers,  renders  their  services  al- 
most altogether  inefficient,  and  in  some  cases  entails  a 
loss  to  the  holders  of  the  office.  At  this  port  or  road- 
stead the  sum  of  sixty  pounds  is  paid  by  the  receiver- 
general  ;  out  of  this  small  sum  the  health  officer  has 
to  provide  a  boat  and  crew  which  absorbs  nearly  one 
half  of  the  income ;  now  should  it  so  happen  that 
a  vessel  arrives  with  an  infectious  disease,  the  health 
officer  is  expected  to  give  his  whole  attention  to  the 
sanitary  condition  not  only  of  the  crew  but  of  the. 
vessel  ;  should  such  an  unfortunate  contingency 
arise,  he  must  take  his  choice  of  either  staiving  or 
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doing  his  duty.  I  would  suggest  that  either  the  sala- 
ry be  increased,  or  a  sum  allowed  for  a  boat  and  crew. 
1  am  no  advocate  for  doing  away  with  quarantine  re- 
gulations, as  I  conscientiously  believe  them  to  be  a 
safeguard  to  the  public  healths 

Answers  of  Dr.  Tarrant  to  the  questions  issued  by  the 
quarantine  committee  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

Question  I.  How  long  have  you  acted  as  health 
officer  at  thd  ports  of  Old-Harbour  and  Salt  River? 

Answer.  Acting  two  years  ;  confirmed  two  years. 
See  below. 

Q.  2.  How  far  distant  are  they  from  each  other  and 
from  your  residence 

A.  Old  Harbour,  by  land,  nine  miles  ;  Salt  River, 
by  land,  one  mile ;  and  Carlisle  Bay,  by  land,  twelve 
miles. 

Q.  3.  What  is  the  average  number  of  vessels,  per 
annum,  put  into  the  ports  of  Old-Harbour  and  Salt 
River  while  you  have  been  health  officer  ? 

A.  In  1848,  two;  in  1849,  eighteen;  in  1850;  eigh- 
teen ;  and  in  1851,  sixteeti. 

Q.  4.  In  most  of  the  instances  when  quarantine 
has  been  imposed  during  your  service,  has  it  been 
owing  to  the  vessels  having  merely  arrived  from  an 
infected  or  suspected  port,  or  to  their  having  actual 
disease  on  board  at  the  time  of  arrival  1 

A.  Quarantine  has  never  been  imposed  during  the 
period  1  have  been  health  officer. 

Q.  5  State,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the  number  of 
vessels  which  have  been  put  into  quarantine  in  your 
portvS,  during  your  tenure  of  office,  in  consequence  of 
actual  disease  on  board,  and  please  to  specify  the  dis- 
ease or  diseases  for  which  the  detention  was  im- 
posed. 

A.  Nojie. 

Q.  f).  Is  any  medical  attendance  given  to  the  sick 
bh  board  a  vessel  in  quarantine  ;  have  you  ever 
known  of  a  case  proving  fatal  on  board  f 
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A.  As  liealth  officer  I  should  consider  it  my  dutj 
to  give  professional  advice  when  needed.    IN  one. 

Q.  7.  Fiease  to  describe  the  mode  of  procedure  in 
ascertaining  whether  a  vessel  outside  the  port  is  to 
receive  pratique,  or  to  be  put  into  quarantine  ;  does 
the  pilot  ascertain  this  before  the  visit  of  the  health 
officer ;  do  yoa  know  of  an  instance  or  instances 
where  the  pilot,  hoarding  a  vessel  at  sea,  has  taken 
the  crew  of  his  boat  on  board,  and  that  the  crew  af- 
terwards left  the  vessel  and  returned  on  shore,  leav- 
ing the  pilot  on  board,  to  t^ke  the  vessel  into  port  % 

A.  By  calling  alongside.    Never  ;  no. 

Q.  8.  At  what  distance  from^he  ports  is  the  qua^ 
rantine  ground  or  station  ;  have  you  ever  known  of 
accidents  from  vessels  lying  there  ;  are  there  any 
means  of  preventing  communication  with  the  shore? 

A.  At  each  place  from  two  to  three  miks  ;  the  an- 
chorage in  each  place  is  good;  I  am  not  aware  gf 
any. 

Q.  9.  Have  you  heard  of  instances  where  any  vio- 
lation of  the  existing  quarantine  regulations,  in  your 
port,  has  taken  place,  either  in  the  way  of  an  incor- 
rect statement  having  been  given,  on  arrival,  as  to  the 
health  of  th  ose  on  board  during  the  voyage,  or  by 
my  communication  with  the  shore  during  quaranr 
tine  ? 

A.  No.. 

Q.  10.  During  your  residence  at  or  near  to  the 
ports  of  Old  Harbour  and  Salt  River,  what  epidemic 
diseases  hav^  prevailed  in  the  town  or  surrounding- 
listrict  ;  were  they  disti^ctly  traceable  to  introduc- 
tion by  shipping  ? 

A.  The  nsual  epidemics  of  the  country,  and  none 
)f  them  attributable  to  the  shipping  in  port. 

Q.  11.  In  your  opinion  does  the  system  of  quaran- 
:ine,  as  it  exists  at  present  and  is  carried  out,  aftbrd 
protection  to  public  health  ;  and  is  it,  do  von  consi- 
ler,  a  safeguard  against  the  importation  of  epidemic 
nfetioijs  diseases  ?  i 
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A.  Certainly  so  when  properly  carried  out.  Yes, 
in  a  great  measure^ 

Q.  12.  Are  there  any  changes  or  modifications  in 
the  present  system  which  would  render  it,  in  your 
•opinion,  more  efficient  as  a  safeguard,  or  make  it  less 
vexatious  to  shipping  without  compromising  the  pub- 
lic health  ? 

A.  I  am  not  aware  of  any. 

Q.  13.  Do  you  consider  that  the  public  health 
would  be  endangered  if  the  health  officer  went  on 
board,  instead  of  merely  alongside,  as  at  present, 
every  vessel  upon  arrival,  and  ascertained  by  personal 
inspection  and  examination,  the  condition  of  those 
•i)n  board,  also  the  state  of  the  vessel  itself? 

A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  14.  Is  there  any  convenient  place  on  shore  to 
^vhich  the  sick  might  be  sent  for  medical  attendance, 
af  you  deemed  it  advisable  that  they  should  be  remov- 
ed out  of  the  ship  ^ 

A.  At  Old  Harbour  Bay,  lodgings  could  be  ob- 
tained, and  probably  at  Salt  River,  if  needed  ;  but  1 
am  not  aware  of  any  at  Carlisle  Bay. 

Q.  15.  In  the  event  of  a  vessel  being  found  to  be 
exceedingly  foul,  and  therefore  liable  to  produce  or 
to  keep  up  and  aggravate  sickness,  is  there  any  place 
on  shore  where  the  healthy  on  board  the  vessel  might 
be  conveniently  located  during  the  process  of  cleans- 
ing and  purifying  her  I 

A.  As  above. 

Q.  16.  Please  to  add  any  observations  respecting; 
the  subject  of  quarantine,  or  in  any  measure  illustra- 
tive of  its  operation  in  this  island,  either  for  good  or 
evil,  which  you  think  it  may  be  useful  that  the  Central 
Board  of  Health  should  be  made  acquainted  with  ? 

A,  I  think  penalties  should  be  imposed  on  persons 
boarding  vessels,  and  on  masters  of  vessels  ieavm^ 
their  ships  before  the  visit  of  the  health  officer,  both 
of  v/hich  frequently  occur  to  my  knowledge. 

^  W.  TARRANT. 

Vere,  29th  August,  1851. 
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N.B. — To  the  ports  of  Old  Harbour  and  SaltKiver, 
that  of  Carlisle  Bay  is  attached,  the  duties  of  which 
1  have  to  perform,  although  not  named  in  my  com- 
mission, and  for  which  1  receive  no  extra  pay. 

W.  TARRANT. 
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APPENDIX  F. 

The  followhig  are  copies  of  the  circular  and  quea-* 
tions  on  small  pox  : — 

Central  Board  of  JJeallh,  4l/i  August,  1851, 
Sir. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  by  order  of  the  com- 
tnittee  of  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  on  the  preven- 
tion of  the  spread  of  epide^nic  diseases,  certain  que- 
i'ies  on  the  subject  -of  the  reported  outbreak  of  small 
pox  in  the  parish  of  'i'relawny,  to  which  the  Board 
request  your  answers  will  be  as  prompt  and  explicit 
as  the  nature  of  a  written  examination  will  admit. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

T.  J.  BROWN.  Secretary, 


Have  you  iMet  with  any  cases  of  small  pox  in  your 
'district  within  the  last  two  months  ? 

If  so,  how  many  such  cases  have  come  under  your 
notice  ? 

When  and  where  did  the  first  case  occur ;  please 
describe  particulars  T 

Did  the  cases  occur  in  vaccinated  or  qnvacci^ 
Dated  persons  ? 

Could  the  disease  be  traced  to  introduction  ;  or  did 
it  occur  spontaneously  ? 

Over  what  extent  of  district  does  the  disease  ex* 
tend  ^ 

What  is  tbe  existing  state  of  vaccination  in  jom 
iparish^ 

Please  to  ^dd  any  observatioilS  which  yon  t}iil?¥ 
fna^^  be  of  importance?  ' 
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Falmouth y  Slh  August,  1851. 

Siry 

1  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of 
le  Central  Board  of  Health,  in  reply  to  certain  que- 
ies  forwarded  to  me,  that  no  cases  of  small  pox 
ave  occurred  in  my  district. 

Very  few  persons  have  been  vaccinated,  the  negro 
opulation  being  generally  very  careless  about  it,  and 
le  only  means  to  ensure  its  general  performance, 
'ill  be  making  it,  if  possible,  compulsatory  among 
hem. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  STEVENS. 


Have  you  met  with  any  cases  of  small  pox  in  your 
istrict  within  the  last  two  months  ? 

If  so,  how  many  such  cases  have  come  under  your 
otice  ? 

When  and  where  did  the  first  case  occur ;  please 
escribe  particulars. 

Did  the  cases  occur  in  vaccinated  or  unv^iccinated 
ersons  ?  , 
Could  the  disease  be  traced  to  introduction,  or  did " 
occur  spontaneously  ? 

Over  what   extent  of  district  does  the  disease 

xtend  ? 

No  case  of  small  pox  has  occurred  in  my  district* 

WILLIAM  SCOTT,  M.D. 
^almoulh,  1th  August^  185  L 

Please  to  add  any  observations  which  you  think 
lay  be  of  importance. 

I  believe  that  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  native 
opulation  is  now  vaccinated.  From  lymph,  lately 
btained  from  England,  some  fifty  or  sijity  person* 
•ere  vaccinated  a  few  months  since* 
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It  would  be  desirable  that  a  periodical  supply  should 
be  Torwarded  to  tfiis  place  from  the  iioval  Naval  In- 
Jititntion,  per  packet. 

I'he  lymph  obtained  from  Kingston  generally  fail- 
ino\  that  on  the  otiier  band  in  hermetically  sealed 
jj^la^s  tubes  beinjj;-  always  ibund  efficacious. 

W.  8. 


Have  you  met 'with  any  cases  of  small  pox  in  your 
district  within  the  last  two  months  ?  No. 

If  so,  how  many  such  cases  have  come  under  vour 
notice  V 

VVhen  and  where  did  the  first  case  occur;  please 
describe  particulars  \ 

J)id  the  case  oc(;ur  in  vaccinated  or  unvaccinated 
persons '? 

Could  the  disease  be  traced  to  introduction^  or  did 
it  occur  spontaneously  ? 

Over  what  extent  of  district  does  the  disease  ex- 
tend ? 

What  is  the  existing  state  of  vaccination  in  your 
parish  ? 

Please  to  add  any  observations  which  you  think  may 
be  of  importance. 

1  believe  that  the  population  of  Trelawny  are  but 
■very  partially  vaccinated,  particularly  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. The  negroes,  generally  spea»king,  seem  indif- 
ferent to  vaccination,  and  it  is  only  when  impelled  by 
dread  of  the  disease,  that  is  to  say,  when  they  believe 
it  to  be  in  their  immediate  neighbourhood,  that  they 
apply  for  the  insertion  of  the  vaccine  matter. 

LEWIS  ASHENHEIM. 
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Duncans,  P.O.  August  15 thy  1851, 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  4tli  instant,  has  only  reached  me 
in  time  to  reply  by  this  day's  post. 

I  ain  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  DALUYMPLE. 

T.  J.  Brown,  Esquire, 

Secretary  to  the  Board  of  fJealth,  Kingston. 

Swanswick  District. 

No.  1.  Several  cases  of  small  pox  have  lately  oc^ 
curred. 

2.  About  thirty. 

3.  A  month  ago,  at  Hyde  estate,  the  first  two  cases 
ivere  those  of  two  lately  imported  Africans  by  the 
ship  "  Brandon,"  of  a  very  mild  type,  which  did  not 
ittract  much  notice.  In  a  few  days  after,  the  disease 
spread  amongst  the  Creole  negroes,  and  in  a  more  ag- 
gravated form. 

4.  Unable  to  answer  this  question, 
t).  Answered  in  question  No.  3, 

6.  About  five  or  six  miles  round  on  the  adjoining 
3states  to  Hyde,  Swanswick,  Gibraltar,  and  a  viljage 
:alled  Haddington. 

7.  There  has  been  no  regular  yacqinatioii  since 
freedom,  (1834.) 

8.  A  few  days  after  the  appearance  of  the  disease 
nthe  two  Africans,  three  Creoles,  man,  wife,  and  cliildj^ 
living  under  the  same  roof,)  were  attacked  ;  the  man 
ilied,  and  the  nurse  who  attended  him  has  since  died 
[>f  the  disease, 

1  have  to  notice  two  more  deaths  of  Africans  in^- 
ported  in  1849,  and  there  are  several  more  cases  in  q, 
jjangerous  state. 

The  last  supply  of  vacqine  lymph  has  taken. 
(Signed,)  W.  DALRYMPLE, 
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iSwansivich  District,  W/iilehall, 

Trelawny,  September  IGl/i,  I80I, 

Sir, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  commu-. 
nication  of  the  6th  instant,  enclosing  certain  resolu- 
tions passed  that  day,  by  the  Central  Board  of 
Health,  I'egarding  vaccination  in  this  parish  ;  and  I 
have  to  request  the  favour  of  your  laying  before  the 
members  of  the  Board,  my  anxious  desire  to  carry 
out  their  suggestions,  that  I  have  already  vaccinated 
some  three  or  four  hundred,  and  distributed  lymph 
in  various  directions,  and  to  all  and  every  one  who 
made  application. 

I  find  it  impossible  to  obtain  a  medical  vaccinator, 
and  in  order  fully  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the 
Board,  will  have  to  employ  one  or  two  intelligent  in- 
dividuals in  this  the  principally  infected  and  wind- 
ward part  of  the  parish,  and  shall  have,  at  a  future 
time,  to  bring  under  the  favorable  consideration  of 
the  Board,  remuneration  for  their  services.  The 
small  pox  continucjs  to  spread,  and  my  report  to  the 
several  sessions  of  the  peace,  held  in  Falmouth  last 
Saturday,  shewed  one  hundred  and  fifty  cases  which 
had  come  nnder  my  knowledge  up  to  that  date,  with 
fourteen  deaths  ;  but  I  have  to  add  two  more  fatal 
cases  since,  making  in  all,  up  to  this  date,  sixteen 
deaths  ;  still,  however  strong,  1  think  that  the  disease 
has  not  as  yet  assumed  any,  or  in  fact  its  usual  ma- 
lignant character ;  and  I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  re- 
port about  Stewart  Town  was  much  exaggerated  ; 
for  up  to  last  week  only  two  cases  had  taken  place, 
and  they  have  now  the  me^ns  of  vaccination. 
I  remain. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

W.  DALRYMPLE. 


T.  J.  Brown,  Esquire, 
Secretary  to  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  Kingston. 
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September  Ist,  1851. 

IN  PRIVY  COUNCIL. 

Whereas  his  excellency  the  governor  and  council 
have  received  certain  information  that  the  parish  of 
Trelawny,  in  this  island,  is  threatened  with  the  dis- 
ease called  small  pox,  which  has  actually  appeared 
in  several  places  in  the  said  parish :  And  whereas 
*'  the  Central  Board  of  Health,"  under  the  provisions 
of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  island,  fourteenth 
Victoria,  chapter  sixty,  have  drawn  up  rules,  bye- 
laws,  and  regulations,  for  preventing  the  spread,  and 
mitigating  the  violence  of  epidemic  or  contagions  dis- 
eases, which  rules,  bye-laws,  and  regulations  have 
been  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  governor  and 
council,  and  certain  of  them  have  been  confirmed  and 
sanctioned  by  the  governor  in  council :  It  is  therefore 
ordered  by  his  excellency  the  governor,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  the  privy  council,  that  until  the  further  order 
of  the  governor  and  council,  the  following  rules  and 
regulations,  submitted  by  the  said  Central  Board  of 
Health,  shall  be  enforced  and  carried  into  effect 
Avithin  and  throughout  the  said  parish  of  Trelawny : — 

1.  All  rubbish,  filth,  or  refuse  of  any  kind,  likely  to 
be  injurious  to  the  public  health,  shall  be  immediate- 
ly removed  by  the  parties  depositing  the  same  from 
dwellings  and  their  immediate  neighbourhood,  to  such 
place  or  places  as  the  justices  of  the  peace,  in  quarter 
or  special  sessions  assembled,  may,  from  time  to  time, 
appoint  for  such  purpose, 

2.  All  rank  vegetation  close  to,  or  any  thing  that 
obstructs  the  free  ventilation  of  air  around  dwellings 
shall  be  cut  down  and  removed,  due  consideration  be^ 
?ng  had  for  trees  planted  for  ornament  and  shade. 
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3.  All  dung  and  other  refuse  of  stables  shall  be  re- 
moved daily  to  a  place  or  places  appointed  by  the 
isaid  justices  of  the  peace,  and  shall  be  there  deposit- 
ed  and  got  rid  of  by  burning  or  otherwise. 

4.  All  foul  stagnant  ditches^  pools,  gutters,  or 
drains  shall  be  covered  and  filled  up,  or  shall  be 
drained,  and  all  accumulations  of  privy  soil  or  other 
offensive  decaying  matter  near  to  human  dwellings^ 
and  which  cannot  be  easily  removed  or  destroyed, 
shall  be  covered  with  a  layer  of  earth  or  lime* 

5.  The  proprietor  or  occupier  of  any  house  or 
houses,  not  provided  with  such  conveniences,  shall 
construct  and  provide  suitable  privy  or  privies  for  the 
iaccommodation  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  house  or 
houses^  due  regard  being  had  to  the  health  and  com- 
forts of  the  iieighbonrhood. 

6.  All  houses  which  shall  be  pronounced  filthy  or 
unwholesome  by  any  officer  or  officers  acting  under 
the  instruction  of  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  or 
"vvherein  a  case  or  cases  of  cholera  or  any  epidemic  or 
contagious  disease  shall  have  occurred,  and  whicli 
shall  not  have  been  inhabited  since,  or  where  no 
means  of  cleansing  shall  have  been  employed,  shall 
be  cleansed  and  ptirified  by  lime-tvashiiis?;  and  such 
other  means,  as  the  said  Board  may  direct. 

7.  That  an  officei*,  or  officers,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  justices  of  the  peace  in  special  sessions  assem- 
bled^  and  acting  under  their  authority  in  any  place  or 
places  w  here  the  cholera  or  any  epidemic  or  contagi- 
ons disease  shall  threaten  to  appeaiS  or  shall  actually 
exist,  shall  have  power  to  entei*  and  inspect  all  or 
any  dwelling  or  other  buildings,  and  all  or  any 
courts  01"  premises  around  such  dwellings  or  other 
buildings  which  shall  be  suspected  of  being  in  an  un- 
wholesome condition,  and  shall  require  the  owner  or 
occupier  thei'eof,  ot  any  person  having  the  custody 
and  care  of  such  buildings  to  remove  Or  correct, 
"^'tthin  a  reasonable  period  of  tiuie,  to  be  by  the  said 
justices  specified,  all  existing  nuisances  as  shall  he 
declared  by  the  Central  Board  of  Health  to  he  injtt- 


Appendix. 


125 


•loUs  to  health,  \vhether  by  rendering  the  atmosphere 
mpure,  or  by  preventing;  the  free  access  of  air. 

8.  The  said  Central  Board  of  Health  shall  have 
ull  power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  declare 
he  means  necessary  for  the  proper  ventilation  of  any 
)uilding  or  buildings  used  as  a  dwelling  or  dwellings  ; 
md  such  means  shall  be  used  and  adopted  in  any 
)lace  or  places  named  by  the  said  Board,  so  that  such 
neans  of  ventilation  do  not  interfere  with  tlie  rights 
)f  persons  occupying  lands  or  premises  in  the  imme- 
liate  neighbourhood  of  such  buildings. 

9.  The  said  Central  Board  shall  have  full  power, 
md  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  cause  to  be  pulled 
lown  and  removed  all  or  any  other  dilapidated  build- 
ng  or  buildings  which  shall  be  uninhabited  and  in  a 
ilthy  and  unwholesome  condition,  unless  the  same 
ihali  be  forthwith  repaired  and  purified  as  the  said 
Board,  or  any  officer  acting  under  the  instructions  of 
;he  said  Board  shall  direct. 

10.  The  justices  of  the  peace  throughout  this  is- 
land, in  their  respective  districts,  shall  have  full  pow- 
3r,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  when  directed  by 
:he  said  Central  Board,  to  hire  or  to  procure  houses, 
buildings,  or  other  tenements,  suitable  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  used  as  places  of  refuge  and  retreat  for 
such  persons  as  the  said  local  authorities  may  see  fit 
to  remove  out  of  infected  houses  or  districts. 

11.  The  said  Central  Board  of  Health  shall  have 
full  power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  require 
md  enforce  the  removal  of  inmates  from  houses  which 
shall  be  declared  by  any  duly  qualified  medical  man, 
or  other  person  acting  under  the  instructions  of  the 
said  Board,  to  be  unwholesome,  from  overcrowding  oi* 
otherwise,  to  buildings  or  places  of  greater  safety. 

12.  The  said  Central  Board  of  Health  shall  have 
full  power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  engage 
any  suitable  building  or  buildings^  or  a  room  or  rooms 
in  any  building,  for  the  reception  of  necessitous  per=- 
sons  attacked  with  cholera  or  any  epidemic  or  con* 
tagious  disease^ 
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13.  riie  said  Ct-ntral  Board  of  Health  shall  have 
iull  [)o\ver,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  re- 
tjuire  the  immediate  removal  and  interment  of  the 
dead,  and  to  make  an.d  issue  all  rules  and  regulations 
for  removal  of  the  dead  and  mode  of  sepulture,  and  to 
prohibit  wakes  and  other  idle  congregations  of  per- 
sons in  infected  districts  or  places. 

14.  The  said  Central  Board  shall  have  power,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  institute  and  establish 
a  system  of  house  visitation  in  towns  or  districts 
threatened  or  already  affected  with  cholera  or  any 
epidemic  or  contagious  disease,  including  a  provision 
for  the  supply  of  medical  and  other  assistance,  and  of 
medicines  and  necessaries,  for  the  sick  as  well  as  for 
other  sanitary  pui  poses. 

15.  Tlie  said  Central  Board  of  Health  shall  have 
power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  require  the 
local  boards  of  liealth  of  the  several  parishes  in  the 
island  wherein  cholera  or  any  epidemic  or  contagious 
disease  exists,  to  jsend  regularly,  and  by  every  post, 
to  tiie  secretary  of  the  Central  Board,  a  correct  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  persons  attacked  by  cholera  or 
any  epidemic  or  contagious  disease,  of  the  number  of 
deaths  in  each  town  and  district  over  which  such 
local  board  presides,  and  containing  such  other  par- 
ticulars as  may  be  required  by  the  said  Central  Board, 
in  order  that  the  information  so  obtained  may  be 
made  public  in  an  official  form. 

16.  The  public  authorities  of  this  island  are  hereby 
required  to  execute  the  above  bye-laws,  rules,  and  re- 
gulations, or  such  of  them  as  the  said  Central  Board 
shall  direct,  in  all  cases  where  the  owners  or  occu- 
piers of  houses  and  tenements  shall,  from  poverty  or 
any  other  sufhcient  cause,  be  unable  to  carry  out  the 
same. 

17.  The  Central  Board  of  Flealth  are  hereby  autho- 
rised to  call  upon  the  authorities  of  any  parish  in  the 
island  which  shall  appear  to  be  threatened,  or  shall 
be  already  affected  with  any  epidemic  or  c  onlagiouK 
disease,  to  carry  into  effect  the  existing  police  aiad 
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ther  laws  for  cleansing  and  keeping  free  from  nui- 
ances,  and  to  enforce  regulations  enacted  for  that 
urpose  in  all  towns,  and  that  the  said  Central  Board 
f  Health  shall  also  have  power  to  employ  a  proper 
erson  to  see  the  laws  obeyed  in  those  respects,  when 
nd  as  occasion  may  require,  and  to  superintend  the 
xecution  of  any  future  rules  and  regulations  that 
lay  be  issued  by  the  said  Board  under  the  sanction 
f  his  excellency  the  governor  in  council. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  of  the  council  do  cause 
le  foregoing  order  of  his  excellency  the  governor  in 
ouncil  to  be  published  in  ''The  Jaiqaica  Gazette  by 
Luthority,"  and  to  be  communicated  to  the  Central 
>oard  of  Health. 

SAML.  RENNALLS, 

Clerk  to  lite  CounciL 


128  Appe.)ulix\ 


APPENDIX  H,  No.  1. 

Central  Board  of  Jlcallh,  Kingston, 

September  1851. 

Sir, 

I  am  desired  by  the  committee  of  the  Central 
Board  of  Health,  on  the  subject  of  medical  relief,  to 
address  to  yon,  as  one  of  the  medical  g;entlemen  of 
the  parish  of  the  accompanying 

questions,  and  to  request  that  you  will  afford  the 
committee,  which  has  been  appointed  to  consider  the 
best  means  of  providing  medical  relief  for  the  poor 
of  this  island,  answers  to  the  same,  with  such  addi- 
tional information  as  may  aid  the  committee  in  their 
labours. 

1  am  also  desired  by  the  committee  of  the  Central 
Board  of  Health,  appointed  to  consider  the  sanitary 
state  and  wants  of  the  different  parishes  of  the  island, 
to  request  that  you  will,  previous  to  answering  the 
above  mentioned  queries,  favour  the  committee  with 
a  statement  of  the  present  sanitary  condition  and  re- 
quirements of  your  parish  or  district. 

As  the  time  is  limited  by  which  the  reports  of  the. 
two  committees  must  be  prepared,  and  the  s^eneral  re- 
port of  the  Central  Board  of  Health  be  laid  before 
the  legislature,  the  Board  desire  me  to  request  that 
your  answers  will  be  as  prompt  and  full  as  ther\3,ture 
pf  a  written  examination  will  admit. 

I  l^ave  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

\oi^r  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BROWN,  Secveiavy. 

True  copy, 

JaHN  C.  ]V|acfarlane,  S^retary^ 

i.  Wlpt.at  is  the  area  or  extent  in  square,  nailes  at 
your  parish  ;  is  it  scattered,  or  congregated  in  towns. 
i^X  villages  [  is  the  ^^nd  chiefly  mQuntajnou^  ox  ijk 
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plains ;  are  all  the  inhabiteil  localities  accessible  l>y 
i;oo(),  bad,  or  what  description  of  roads  ? 

•2.  What  was  the  estimated  population  of  your  pa- 
rish before  the  late  heavy  visitation  of  cholera  ;  and 
what  is  the  estimated  reduction  by  the  pestilence  ; 
are  the  adult  survivors  principally  male  or  female  ; 
what  is  their  occupation,  trade,  or  calling  ;  is  it  prin- 
cipally agricultural,  or  otherwise  ? 

.3.  What  is  the  number  of  sugar  or  other  estates  ia 
cultivation  in  your  parish  ;  is  the  demand  for  labour 
in  the  cnllsvation  of  these  equal  to,  or  greater  than, 
the  labouring  population  can  supply  ? 

4.  What  is  the  average  amount  of  wages  paid  to  an 
estate's  labourer,  per  diem,  in  your  parish  ;  how  is  it 
in  o-eneral  paid,  regularly  or  otherwise  ;  and  in  money 
or  in  kiml ;  are  the  people  willing  to  work  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  estates;  and  if  not,  what  cause  contri- 
butes to  their  unwillingness? 

5.  Please  state,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the  amount 
of  pauperism  in  your  parish,  and  what  is  the  number 
of  persons  who,  from  sickness,  age,  or  other  disability, 
are  unable  to  contribute  anything  for  providing  them- 
selves with  medicine  and  medical  attendance. 

0.  What  is  the  number  of  qualified  medical  practi- 
tioners in  your  parish ;  and  please  state  their  places 
of  residence  ;  do  you  consider  the  number  adequate 
to  the  requirements  of  the  population? 

7.  Is  there  any  public  dispensary  or  hospital  in  your 
parisli  ;  if  so,  please  state  how  it  is  supported  ;  whe- 
ther by  voluntary  contributions  or  by  the  legislature, 
or  by  both  ;  and  if  by  voluntary  contributions,  do  the 
negro  population  contribute  their  quota  towards  the 
same ;  is  there  any  medical  practitioner  resident  in, 
or  employed  to  visit  such  dispensary  or  hospital ;  and 
if  not  resident,  at  what  distance  from  the  same  does 
lie  live ;  what  amount  of  remuneration  is  paid  to  a 
medical  attendant  for  his  services  ? 

«.  Are  the  negro  population  in  general  willing, 
when  sick,  to  apply  for  medicines  at  such  dispensary, 
ar  to  submit  to  the  discipline  and  medical  treatment 


-provided  for  sick  persons  in  such  hospital ;  if  not, 
4o  what  do  you  attribute  their  reluctance  ? 

9.  Are  you  aware  if  the  dispensary  act  of  the  ninth 
Victoria,  chapter  forty  three,  worked  well  in  your 
parish,  and  throughout  the  island  ;  and  if  not,  to  wiiat 
cause  may  its  failure  be  attributed  t 

10.  Who  is  the  coroner  of  your  parish  ;  please 
state  his  name,  occupation,  and  place  of  residence, 
how  he  is  remunerated,  whether  by  a  fixed  salary, 
or  by  fees,  or  by  both  ;  please  also  state  the  proba- 
ble inccme  of  the  coroner  in  your  parish,  the  average 
number  of  inquests  held  yearly,  within  the  last  ten 
years,  the  number  of  post  mortem  examinations  aris- 
ing out  of  these,  and  the  preponderating  cause  or 
causes  of  mortality. 

11.  Do  YOU  consider  that  anv  advantagre  w^ould 
T^rise  from  the  oSice  of  coroner  being  filled  by  a  duly 
qualified  medical  practitioner;  if  so,  please  state  on 
what  grounds. 

12.  is  there  any  register  kept  in  your  parish  of 
bii  ths,  marriages,  and  deaths  ;  and  how  far  back  does 
such  register  extend  perfect  and  uninterrupted  ? 

i:3.  VVhat  diseases  are  shewn  by  such  register  to 
have  been  most  common  and  fatal  during  the  last  ten 
years  *? 

14.  Is  the  rite  of  marriage  generally  observed  by 
t])e  peasantry  of  your  parish,  or  is  their  offspring  ge- 
nerally the  result  of  the  illicit  intercourse  of  the 
sexes  ? 

15.  Is  the  practice  of  obeahism  or  myalism  common 
in  your  parish  ? 

i(L  Are  there  in  your  parish  any  uneducated  black 
men  who  practice  on  the  sick  as  "  quack  (ioctors  ;" 
and  can  you  state  what  payment  they  receive  for  their 
visits  or  medicines'? 

17.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  where  deleteri- 
ous drugs  or  noxious  mixtures 'have  been  administer- 
ed l)y  such  persons,  or  have  you  reason  to  believe  that 
such  cases  have  occurred  ? 

IB.  Do  you  think  that  recourse  would  be  had  to 
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such  "  quacks"  if  the  professional  services  of  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  duly  qualified  medical  men  could  be 
obtained  at  a  fair  remuneration  ;  and  do  you  consider 
that  a  preference  would  be  given  to  such  last  named 
persons? 

19.  Do  the  negro  women  generally  apply  for  the- 
assistance  of  siich  quacks"  during  the  season  of 
child-bearing  ;  have  you  know^n  of  instances  where 
unskilful  treatment  has  resulted  in  injury  to  the  child 
or  mother  ? 

20.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  crime- 
of  infanticide  is  ever  committed  in  your  parish,  either- 
by  the  mal-practices  of  such  "  quacks/'  or  by  the  mo- 
thers themselves  ;  and  what,  in  your  opinion,  would 
be  the  effect  of  more  extended  medical  relief  towards 
the  suppression  of  such  crime  ? 

21.  Do  you  think  that  a  legislative  provision,  hav- 
ifig  for  its  object  the  encouragement  of  medical  geii- 
tlemen  to  visit  and  reside  in  this  island  from  England, 
Ireland,  or  Scotland,  would  be  acceptable  to  the  la- 
bouring classes  of  this  country  ;  and  would  the  gen- 
tlemen so  coming  here  be  likely  to  meet  with  a  fair- 
share  of  employment,  producing  a  competent  living? 

22.  If  the  legislature  should  impose  a  tax  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  medicines  and  medical  aid 
throughout  the  different  parishes  of  the  island,  under 
the  denomination  of  a  "  Medical  Relief  Tax,"  how 
do  you  consider  such  an  impost  would  be  paid — wil- 
lingly or  not ;  and  what  method  would  you  advise  for 
laying  it,  on  the  person,  or  on  the  property,  and  on 
what  description  of  property  ? 

23.  Is  a  proper  and  adequate  supply  of  medicines 
provided  and  kept  in  your  parish  in  the  event  of  any- 
epidemic  disease  appearing  therein  ? 

Be  pleased  to  state  anything  that  may  occur  to  you 
as  useful  to  be  known  to  the  Central  Board  of  Health, 
on  the  subject  of  medical  relief  generally,  and  parti- 
cularly in  Jamaica. 
True  copy, 
John  C.  Macfarlane,  Sccreiarij, 
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APPENDIX  H,  No.  2. 

Ansivers  of  the  honor  able  Hector  Miichel,  custos  of 
King  stony  to  the  questions  appended  to  circular  of 
8th  September,  18-5 J. 

1st.  It  extends  along  the  sea  shore  about  five  miles 
and  a  half,  and  may  be  said  to  be  one  mile  in  breadth 
north  to  south,  lying  on  an  inclined  plain  and  partly 
on  the  long  mountain,  and  all  accessible.  The  soil  is 
clay,  and  may  be  cultivated  into  gardens.  The  roads 
require  frequent  repairs.  It  has  never  been  sur- 
veyed. 

2nd.  The  population  was  never  coiTectly  ascer- 
tained, but  was  variously  estimated  from  forty  to 
thirty-live  thousand.  The  loss  by  cholera  may  be 
considered  three  thousand  five  hundred.  It  has  not 
been  possible  to  ascertain  the  proportion  of  ages  and 
occupations.  A  very  small  proportion  of  agricultu- 
ral occupation  may  be  mixed  with  the  inhabitants. 

.3rd.  There  are  no  sugar  estates. 

4th.  There  is  no  rule  of  wages  for  estates  labour. 

5th.  The  number  of  paupers  on  the  list  is  ninety- 
On6  males,  and  three  hundred  and  sixty  females,  and  , 
the  cost  for  the  last  twelve  months  £4M0.  At  the 
present  moment  half  the  number  of  the  inhabitants 
do  not  know  how  to  provide  themselves  with  subsist- 
ence, and  they  shift  among  themselves  from  morning 
to  niuht  as  thev  best  can,  therefore  unable  to  provide 
themselves  with  medicines  and  medical  attendance. 

Gth.  There  are  ten  doctors  in  this  parish.  It 
would  be  dilficult  to  calculate  the  requirements  of  a 
poor  population.  The  number  of  medical  gentlemen 
in  practice  appears  to  be  sufficient  for  the  ordinary 
call'*  of  payment.  Complaint  exists  among  the  pau- 
pers. 

7th.  There  is  no  public  dispensary,  but  there  is 
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lublic  hospital.  It  is  supported  entirely  hy  the  legis- 
atiire.  There  is  a  private  dispensary  supported  l>y 
tidividuals  who  contribute  a  small  sum  each.  The 
emuneration  for  medical  attendance  is,  1  am  told, 
mall.  The  tilth  Victoria,  chapter  eighth,  provided 
hat  each  parish  should  have  a  parochial  asylum,  and 
:nthorized  the  establishing  of  dispensaries  throughout 
lie  islaaid,  but  it  is  repealed. 

8th.  The  negro  population  in  general  are  willing* 
o  take  medicines  from  a  dispensary  or  submit  to 
iiedical  treatment  if  they  get  it  for  nothing,  but  in 
[lany  cases  would  rather  die  than  pay  for  it. 

9th.  1  am  aware  of  the  ninth  Victoria,  chapter 
brty-three,  and  it  was  never  attempted  to  be  carried 
nto  ett'ect  in  this  parish.  1  cannot  answer  for  the 
>tiier  parishes. 

loth.  The  coroner's  name  is  Benjamin  Naar,  a  to- 
bacconist, and  lives  in  Harbour  and  Hanover  streets, 
uid  is  remunerated  by  fees. 

1 1th.  A  medical  practitioner  filling  the  office  of 
;oroner  woul^d,  as  a  man  of  education,  be  more  com- 
)etent. 

1 2th.  There  is  a  register  of  births  and  deaths,  and 
t  has  been  opened  for  registering  since  the  year  one 
housand  eight  liundred  and  forty-four,  ])ut  it  is  very 
ittle  used  in  consequence  of  no  penalty  to  enforce  it. 

13th.  The  diseases  have  not  been  attended  to. 

14th.  The  rite  of  marriage  is  comparatively  little 
Lttended  to,  and  I  fear  is  generally  the  result  of  illicit 
ntercourse  of  the  sexes. 

1 5th.  The  practice  of  obeahism  and  myalism  occa- 
:ionally  shews  itself. 

Kith.  There  are  persons  uneducated  among  the 
^lack  and  coloured  inhabitants,  who  assume  to  them- 
selves a  knowledge  of  quackery,  and  no  doubt  do 
nischief,  but  are  not  easily  detected.  They  take 
my  tiling  they  can  get  as  remuneration,  but  they  do 
lot  .shew  it. 

17th.  1  j  lave  no  doubt  that  deleterious  drugs  and 
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noxious  niixfures  have  been  administered  bv  siicli 
persons. 

IBfh.  {gnorance  predominates  so  much  among  the 
lower  classes,  that  they  do  not  pretend  to  judire  for 
themselves,  and  1  think  compulsion  would  be  neces- 
sary for  the  preservation  of  society. 

19th.  JN'egro  women  are  very  commonly  used  as 
midwives  in  child-bearing-.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
bring  their  unskilful  treatment  to  the  child,  or  the 
mother  to  a  legal  conviction. 

"20th.  The  crime  of  infanticide  is  occasionally  oc- 
curring, but  is  of  very  difficult  detection.  Society 
must  be  more  generally  refined,  and  morality  more 
generally  dilVusevl  before  that  crime  can  entirely  dis- 
appear. 

21st.  The  welfare  of  the  island  depends  upon  a  le- 
gislative enactment  to  provide  the  island  with  the  ne- 
cessary medical  assistance,  to  enforce  the  rules  ne- 
cessary among  an  ignorant  population,  for  the  preser- 
vation of  life. 

22nd.  The  experience  the  island  has  already  had 
by  the  cholera  shews  that  medicines  and  medical  aid 
should  be  provided  for  by  the  legislature,  whether  it 
would  be  willingly  acceded  to  or  not.  If  the  same 
ruin  should  continue  to  the  island,  no  person  or  pro- 
perty could  bear  such  an  impost.  If  prosperity 
should  follow  cultivation,  tiie  legislature  could  have 
no  difficulty  in  aportioning  the  measure  of  taxation. 

23rd.  1  believe  a  proper  and  adecpiate  supply  of 
medicines  is  not  provided  and  kept  in  this  parish  to 
-meet  the  wants  of  an  epidemic  disease  appearing 
therein.  I  was  much  surprised,  on  the  late  visitation 
of  cholera,  to  find  a  deficiency  of  medicines  in  the 
whole  island,  and  as  Kingston  was  considered  the 
^capital  and  the  principal  place  of  commercial  inter- 
course, every  part  of  the  island  looked  to  it  for  a  sup- 
ply. Medicines  are  of  no  great  value,  and,  in  future, 
it  would  bo  culpable  negligence  to  be  without  a  rea- 
sonable supply. 
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HSivers  of  Dr.  Chamherlaiiie  to  circular  Qtk  Seplem- 

ber,  1851. 

A  statement  of  the  present  sanitary  condi- 
tion and  requirements  of  the  city  and  parish  of 
Kino-ston.  bv  R.  Chamberlaine,  M.D.,  M.R.C. 
S.  London. 

The  committee  of  the  Central  Board  of  Health  in 
eir  circular  of  the  8th  ultimo,  desire  inter  alia,'"  to 
ive  a  statement  of  the  present  sanitary  condition 
id  requirements  of  this  parish. 

One  of  these  "  circulars'  is  addressed  to  me,  and  I 
)pe  I  shall  be  found  readily  disposed,  when  any  re- 
lisition  is  put  forth,  and  couched  in  the  language  of 
>urtesy,  as  this  "  circular'  undoubtedly  is,  to  meet 
le  wishes  and  desires  therein  expressed,  and  particu- 
rly  on  a  subject  of  such  primary,  of  such  paramount 
terest  and  consideration.  A  subject  indeed  that  in- 
)lves  life  itself.  A  subject  in  which  our  very  exist- 
ice,  one  and  all,  is  intimately  connected  and  mainly 
spends  ;  and  who  and  what  members  of  our  profes- 
on  would  be  backward  or  indifferent  in  responding 
or  complying  with,  an  apj)lication  so  complaisant- 
made?  None  surely.  But  let  one  ask,  in  sober 
piousness,  is  it  not  a  work  of  supererogation  ?  I 
link  it  such.  Have  not  reports  of  a  similar  nature 
?en  repeatedly  made  ?  Have  I  not  often  individu- 
ly  called  the  attention  of  the  authorities,  aye,  in 
l  int  likewise  to  the  state  of  such  things  ?  Have  I 
Dt  for  special  reasons  conducted  the  queen's  com- 
lissioner  in  person,  over  all  those  sections  of  the  city 
I  which  abominations  were  most  frequently  preva- 
int,  and  most  commonly  to  be  seen,  and  which  I 
onceived  should  he  brought  under  the  notice  and 
ognizance  of  sucii  a  functionary]  Verily  1  have!  And 
diat  utility,  what  benefit  have  these  labours  brought 
)rth  ?  What  indeed]  What  attention  or  care  has, 
t  any  time,  or  in  any  season,  been  bestowed  upon 
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this  most  important,  most  al>«orljing  siihject?  H:is 
it  ever  met  with  the  due  consideration  its  neglect  in- 
volves, or  the  danj^ers  with  which  it  is  always  pre.i;-- 
iiant,  and  hy  which  it  is  still  surronnded,  and  may 
apin  entail  upon  this  suffering,  pauperized  connnn- 
nity,  another  (overwhelming  calamity,  sooner  or 
later?  I  say  what  are  tfie  results  of  all  this  trouhh^ 
and  exertion  and  cost  of  time ?  Aye,  what?  Nil! 
We  only  write  and  talk,  not  kin  o-  more  !  In  obeying- 
the  requisition  of  the  Berard,  1  have  only  to  telf  "a 
tale  of  ten  told  that  almoj>t  all,  or  most  of  our  streets, 
lanes,  and  thorougiifares,  continue  to  be,  and  are  in 
the  same  condition  as  they  were  antecedently  to  llie 
frightful  and  destructive  visitation  of  last  year.  Tiiey 
were  then,  as  all  men  know,  a  blot  and  a  reproach  upon 
our  system  of  municipal  government,  an(l  a  disgrace, 
a  curse,  an  eye-sore,  and  an  affliction  of  no  ordinary 
character  to  a  civilized  and  enlii^htened  commnnitv. 
With  their  foul,  fetid  j)estiferous  emanations,  and  ac- 
€iUTiulated  filth,  their  deep  pits  and  rugged  excava- 
tions, more  like  ravines  and  water  courses,  danger- 
ous alike  to  man  and  beast,  and  consecpiently  unfit 
for  travelling  night  or  day,  and  in  many  instances  so 
uneven  and  irregular  as  to  resemble  tlie  undulations 
or  heavings  of  a  troubled  sea  after  a  storm,  (e.  g.  Ox- 
ford, Bond,  and  Charles  streets,)  so  intersected  by 
ruts  antl  hollow  s,  as  to  endanger  the  safety  of  every 
vehicle  that  attempts  to  pass  over  them  ;  such  as 
they  are,  they  have  not,  I  assert,  their  parallel  on  the 
face  of  the  earth.  The  neglect  in  w  hich  the  city  of  King- 
ston is  left  in  all  sudi  matters,  is  strikingly  apparent  at 
all  times.  It  has  ever  attracted  the  notice  of  Europeans 
and  foreigners,  who  have  had  the  misfortune  to  land 
on  these  shores,  to  be  disgusted  with  its  filthy  condi- 
tion. Its  sanitary  condition  has  been  generally  sta- 
tionary, alwaifs  bad,  but  certainly  the  evil  has  in- 
creased, and  become  worse  annually,  particularly 
smce  negro  emancipation,  (premature,  hasty,  injudi- 
cious, reckless  emancipation,)  was  thrust  uokus 
V&lens'   upon  these  ill-starved,   dooined  colonies..  - 
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^■'om  this  source,  and  the  inflexible  perseverance  in 
,  stubborn,  perverse,  dogged  policy,  conspicuously 
lanefdl  and  destructive,  almost  all  the  calamities 
nd  disasters  that  have  befallen  this  once  flourishing 
nd  prosperous  island,  (and  Btill  (Continue  to  afflict 
i,)  may  be  solely  traced  oi'  mainly  ascribed.  Surely 
lean,  smooth,  orderly  and  level  streets,  lanes,  and 
lorough fares  are  closely,  nay^  intimately  connected 
nd  blended  with  the  comfort^  with  the  wholesome, 
ealthy-,  prosperous  condition  and  circumstances  of 
;s  denizens.  Then,  let  me  ask,  ho^t  "can  the  sani- 
iry  state  of  a  city  be  ihi[>roving  as  long  as  its  tho- 
oughfares  are  suffered  and  continue  to  be  the  depo- 
itory  of  variform  carcases^  under  various  degrees  of 
ecomposition,  or  putrefaction,  or  hlthy,  offensive, 
oisonous  fluids  proceeding  from,  and  funning  out 
f  all  the  the  yards  and  horse  stables  into  the  streets 
nd  lanes,  and  there  forming  pools  for  swine  to  per- 
)rm  their  daily  ablutions  and  bask  in  ?  As  long,  in 
ict,  as  dirt,  carrion,  ordure,  offal^  broken  glass-bot- 
ies  and  tin  kettles,  cocoanut  shells^  dead  dogs,  cats, 
nd  pigs,  rats  and  fowls,  are  cast  into  the  public  al~ 
3ys  and  thoroughfares,  and  allowed  to  remain  there 
liremoved  and  undisturbed,*  so  long  will  the  atmos- 
here  become  more  polluted,  more  unwholesome, 
nd  consequently  unsnited  for  the  purposes  of  life, 
ausing  sickness  and  mortality,  particularly  amongst 
lose  most  exposed  to  its  influence  in  confined, 
amp,  low,  narrow  unventilated  hovels  and  decayed 
0US8S— surely  where  such  horrors  prevail  that  towi 
r  village  is  no  longer  a  fit  place,  a  meet  habitatio 
)r  civilized  man,  and  so  long  must  the  sanitary  co- 
ition  of  such  be  at  its  ebb.  It  is  a  sad  tale  to  te 
lit  tliese  are  not  the  only  nuisances  and  %vrongs 
loral,  sobery  and  virtuous  portion  of  the  inhabit: 

*  During:  the  prevalence  of  cliolera  in  this  town,  it  was  not  v. 
on  to  see  foul  beds,  linen,  pillows,  blaiilccti,  ^-c.  lyirt^  iu  the 
reets,  thorou^^hfares,  and  dunghills',  unnoticed  or  unlouchtd  u 
oolies  pounced  upon  the  prizes  and  sacked  them,  qUite  regar 
ly  consequences  connected  with  the  infections  or  contagious 
''foynites. 
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have  to  encounter  and  endiu'p  dav  after  dav,  year  af- 
teryear,  apparently  without  reform,  without  remedy  ; 
other  abominations  exist,  are  seen,  felt,  and  borne, 
equally  disgusting,  equally  dangerous  to   life,  and 
equally  expose  us  to  disease  and  death.    "  We  live 
under  an  enlightened  government,''  people  tell  us,  and 
some  prate  about  it  in  the  public  prints.    I  do  not 
think  that  the  absence  of  sound  regulations  or  con^ 
tempt  for,  or  a  wilful  neglect  of  the  laws,  are  proofs  of 
this  assertion  ?  Some  have  began  to  manifest  a  dispo- 
sition to  resist  and  put  them  at  defiance  ;  perhaps 
this  is  the  new  mode  of  shedding  light  upon  an  idle, 
slothful,  semi-barbarous  race.    The  new  code,  per- 
haps to  promote  order,  peace  and  industry,  or  *'  to  teach 
the  young  idea  hoiv  to  shoot,'  or  to  regenerate  the 
worthless,  indolent,  thievish,  self-willed  independ- 
ent paupers''  that  infest  in  myriads  the  town  and  its 
vicinity.    I  record  the  fact  with  sorrow  and  regret, 
that  in  this  citv  almost  all  the  laws  and  ordinances 
that  enjoin,  or  contain,  or  have  for  their  object  any 
^vholesorae  regulations  and  rules,  for  the  promotion 
and  preservation  of  the  public  health,  or  for  keeping 
the  town  in  a  clean,  orderly,  and  sound  condition, 
and  for  repressing  and  correcting  all  such  nuisances 
as  render  it  foul,  filthy,  and  uninhabitable,  are  allov/- 
ed  to  remain  in  abeyance.    They  seem  as  if  made 
to  be  violated,  or  to  be  thrown  aside  unnoticed  and 
unheeded,  and  there  they  lie  neglected  and  unen- 
forced.   These  are  well  known  facts,  so  that  none 
can  have  the  temeritv  to  gainsay  such  statements. — 
Now  then  what  are  the  sad  consequences  to  which 
all  classes  become  obnoxious  under  such  circum- 
stances,  under  such  an   accursed  system  }  Why, 
countless   numbers  of  meagre,    hungry  hogs,  and 
starveling  curs  belonging  to  the  lower  orders  are  suf- 
fered to  spread  themselves  over  the  town,  to  peram- 
bulate the  streets,  and  to  roam  undisturbed  in  all  di- 
rections.   There  is  scarcely  a  street,  or  a  lane,  or  a 
dung  hill,  or  a  dirt  heap,  or  a  foul  recess  of  any  de- 
scriptiou  where  these  animals  are  not  seen  congre- 


Appendix, 


139 


gate<l  together,  or  found  alone,  revelling  unmolested 
in  filth,  or  taking  their  customary  repast  upon  offal, 
or  ordure,  or  the  putrid  carcasses  of  their  own,  or 
other  species  of  animals  found  in  abundance  (and 
readily  found)  in  these  localities  at  all  times,  it 
would  seem  for  their  accommodation  and  for  which 
purpose  their  owners  set  them  loose.  There  is  no  call 
upon  their  purse  for  this  system  of  dieting  their  pets  ! 
it  may  be  contended  that  hogs  and  dogs  are  scaven- 
gers, be  it  so,  but  they  are  both  nevertheless  a  migh- 
ty nuisance*  inasmuch  as  they  add  to  the  collected 
filth,  and  are  besides  a  source  of  great  inconveni- 
ence and  danger  to  travellers.  This  is  not  all,  the 
hogs  form  with  their  snouts,  in  most  of  the  public 
avenues  and  thoroughfares,  large  excavations,  thereby 
adding  to  the  danger  and  unsafety  of  life  and  limb, 
exposing,  as  well,  all  kinds  of  vehicles  and  the  quad- 
rupeds in  common  use,  to  the  same  contingencies. — • 
In  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  I  shall  notice  other  mat- 
ters connected  with  their  being  at  large,  hereafter. — ■ 
How  these  pests  to  our  community  are  disposed  of, 
after  they  get  into  good  conditioii,  1  shall  not  at- 
tempt to  sicken  the  Board  with  a  detail  of  the  process, 
suffice  it  to  say,  that  those  who  are  fond  of  sausages, 
or  swine  flesh,  or  as  it  is  termed  in  common  ptirlance, 
country  pork,''  may  hear  of  the  recherche^  dishes 
that  are  occasionally  prepared  for  the  gratification  of 
their  gastronomic  propensities,  and  it  is  worthy  of 
record,  that  the  keeping  and  rearing  of  this  species  of 
animal,  and  that  too  at  the  cheap  rate  of  feeding 
which  has  been  adopted  in  common,  and  brought 
under  notice  in  the  prieceding  lines,  forms  no  incon» 
.siderable  source  of  revenue  to  this  class  of  our  popu- 
lation, hence  the  feeling  of  resistance  to  the  laws  ma- 
nifested when  any  attempt  is  made  to  mitigate  such 

•  Surely  nothing  caa  be  moTe  fjta,tjnn;ly  indecent,  more  pteemincntly 
'calculated  to  produce  disgust  and  loatiiiog  as  quoad  nauseam,  or  to  taint 
the  morals  of  youth  fha:!  the  lillhy  scenes  that  are  too  IVequcnLly  txhi^ 
hited  in  the  public  streets  and  lanes  daily,  when  bogs,  dogs,  aud  goat* 
•are  permitted  to  be  at  large  at  all  hours  iu  them. 
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9,  crying  evil.  The  sanitary  condition  of  tlie  city  h 
more  seriously  aiiected  and  more  permanently  dam- 
niried  by  other  causes  than  any  yet  brought  under 
notice  in  the  foregoinj;-  pages,  of  which  J  shall  shortly 
speak  more  at  length,  i  have,  in  a  cursory  manner, 
liinted  at  the  pits  and  cavaties  discoverable  in  all  di- 
rections, by  the  sides,  and  often  in  the  mixidley  of  the 
raost  popidous  streets  after  heavy  showers.  I'hese 
are  quickly  tilled  with  water,  in  w  hich  swine  are  ac- 
customed to  wallow  and  bask.  Thev  soon  become 
stagnant  pools,  emitting  foetid  exhalations.  These 
pools  are  found  also  in  the  yards  of  the  miserable  ho- 
vels in  which  the  masses  are  chiefly  domiciliated,  and 
tills  at  once  brings  me  to  the  immediate  considera- 
tion of  other  sources  bv  wlvich  the  sanitarv  state  o£ 
the  metropolis  is  more  s.erioi.]sly  damaged  than  any 
yet  recorded,  such  sources  of  contamination  as  de-. 
iiiand  immediate  att^ention. 

I'he  wretched,  hovels,  tenanted  and  occupied  by 
the.  masses,  I  maintain,  present  to  our  view  the  worst 
receptacles  of  filth  and  miasinata  it  is  possible  to  con- 
ceive,, and  such  as  no'iody  can  contemplate  withoiU 
the  most  thorough  disgust  and  alarm.    These  loath- 
some habitations  are  in  the  vrorst  condilion  one  cai> 
imagine.    They  are  not  confmed.  tp  any  particular 
quarter  of  the  town,  but  are  found,  now  a  days,  in  all 
<iirectiDns,  and  are  nothing  move  or  less  than  pest- 
hGiz.sci:.'''  The  wails  and  floors  are  saturated  with  rain 
watery  tiiat  percolates  tl,]rough  the  decayed  roofs. — 
They  keep  them,  generally  closed  and  unventilated 
both  niiiht  and  dav.    In,  verv  many  instances  there 
ore  no  lloors,,  so  tiiat  their  inmates  repose  upon  the 
damp  earth.,    3ncli  is  the  condition  and  state  of  theis: 
clormiiories.    Kow,  in  what  ciroumstances  do  v,;e  tind 
the^  ?/Yfrf;^5  of  thes^  wretched  dwellings?    Soon  after 
the  town  be.'^ame  supplied  witli  w-ater  by  the  compa- 
ny, tive  washerwomen  discontinued  and  left  off  the 
wasliing  of  clothes  out  of  the  city,  as  they  were  w  ont 
to. do  at  I^vock  Spring  and  elsewiiere,  but  now  a  days 
ti.j.cv  carrv  on  this  operation  in  their  vards.  Ihei^ 
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innumerable  tub.?,  set  in  rows,  will  be  found,  nil  con- 
taining stale  soap-suds,  or  putrid  soap- w^tcr,  l;eeome 
so  trom  keeping'  and  dlowed  to  remain  in  that  state 
for  daijs,  they  are  then  upset  or  cast  inio  the  public 
streets  and  lanes,  where,  amalgamating  w  ith  mud  and 
other  offensive  materials,  it  forms  a  most  noisome  and 
poisonous  compound,  generating  in  their  neighbour- 
liood  intractable  fevers  and  other  distempers,  \^hich 
spread  and  inCect  all  who  have  tlie  bad  luck  to  be 
within  the  range  of  their  banehd  inHuence.  There 
also  will  be  seen  lean  iiogs,  starved  dogs,  and  fa- 
mished goats,  (all  like  their  owners  and  their  family 
liuddlcd  together,)  the  excreta  oi  which,  scattered  in 
ail  directions,  emit  a  most  intolerable  stench.  The 
recent  pestilence  afforded  iJe  nn>j,\<i  op:j(a^t)unities  of 
entering  all  such  peaces,  and  during  my  visits  1  was 
compelled  to  keep  my  pocket  han;!kerchief  applied 
to  my  nose.    To  these  may  be  added  the  putrid  ex- 
halations from  their  hogsties,  (generally  erected  next 
to,  and  seldom  iar  from,  their  narrow  sleeping  rooms 
or  cabins,)  and  also  from  their  scanty  confined  shal- 
low privies,  never  purified,  never  cleansed,  never  emp- 
tied.   The  occupants  of  these  low  and  filthy  hovels 
live  poorly  and  nastily.    (As  the  foundation  of  ano- 
ther source  o'l  malaria ,  T  shall  have  occasion  to  speak 
of  the  quality  of  their  food  soon.)    They  generally 
appear  attired  in  rags,  .and  their  persons  are  ever  fil- 
thy and  offensive.    They  are  chiefly  daily  labourers, 
waslierwonien,  house  cleaners,  coalers,  fishermen, 
coolers,  canoemen,  grave-diggers,  &c. ;  such  are  their 
occupations  when  they  choose  to  exercise  them.-— 
They  beloiig  to  the  class  of  inclependant  paupers, — 
The  next  abomination  to  wiiich  1  shall  call  the  atten- 
tion of  tiie  Board  is  the  converting  of  some  of  the 
public  streets  into  a  market  or  mart,  for  the  expo- 
sure and  sale  of  putrid  salted  fishes,  (cod,  salmon^ 
mackere!,  herrings,)  pork,  beef,  hams,  and  rotten 
cheese  ;  all  these  articles  of  human  food  are  four.d 
laid  out  in  stalls  or  tal)]es  at  the  west  end  of  King- 
etou,  and  cliicwhere.    One  third  of  Princess  street  is 
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thus  disposed  of,  on  both  sides.  Bourden  street,  from 
the  iiiK^rsectioii  at  Princess  street,  to  West  street,  is 
simihirly  appropriated.  The  stench  emanating,  at  all 
times,  from  these  unsound  provisions  is  absolutely 
suffocatin<>-,  increased,  as  it  frequently  is  after  shov*'- 
ers,  hy  the  iilthy  pools  of  muddy  water,  or  putrid 
mire,  immediately  in  front  of  these  disgusting  booths. 
Are  sucii  likely  to  damage  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  tow  n  '?  Are  they  calculated  to  engender  disease  % 
Is  the  health  of  the  people  likely  to  sufier  from  such 
u  loathsome  accumulation  malaria  ? — I  mean  those 
that  are  in  proximity  to  the  efjlavium.  The  havoc  made 
by  the  recent  pestilence,  in  these  districts,  is  a  suffi- 
cient respo  ■  '\  is  '  ipossibie  to  Look  at  the  in- 
niat  is  of  tl  :;  s'  )S  an  vliveliings,  where  such  arti- 
cles are  kt;  anu  sold,  \'\  iihout  feeling  a  deep  com- 
miseration ;  their  countenance  is  pale,  sallow,  blood- 
less ;  their  bodies  are  lean,  asthenic,  and  witiiered»_ 
their  limbs  refuse  apparently  to  perform  the  functions 
for  which  they  w  ere  destined  ;  in  fact,  a  better  sub- 
stitute could  not  be  found  for  the  nnaiomie  vivanle.'' 
They  are  painful  specimens  of  the  baneful  effects  of 
inhaling  an  impure  atmosphere.  The  articles  enu- 
merated, and  thus  put  forth  for  sale,  constitute  the 
principal  food  of  the  independent  paupers,  jmme- 
diatelv  after  cholera  travelled  to  these  shores,  the  in- 
mates  of  such  foul,  tihhy  habitations,  in  ail  quarters 
<)f  the  town,  became  the  firsl,  and  almost,  with  few 
exceptions,  th.e  principal  victims  of  this  desolating 
and  extraordinary  malady.  In  a  Hygeian  point  of 
-view,  this  was  to  be  expected,  and  consequently  the 
ravages  of  tiiis  direful  pestilence,  in  such  localities, 
were  most  frightful  and  formidable.  The  virulence 
with  which  its  victims  was  assailed  had  no  parallel, 
except  at  Kurrachee,  when  it  fell  upon  the  military, 
where,  in  little  more  than  five  minutes,  the  hale  and 
hearthy  w^ere  cramped,  colapse,  and  dead  !  They 
were  speedily  decimated  in  all  such  quarters.  In  very 
many  instances  they  severally  became  corses  in  two 
liours  !    The  absence  of  cleanliness  and  ventilation 
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%vas  conspicioiis  all  aroiiud  tlieir  dweliings  ;  in  fact, 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  could  nut  be  wor^-e 
^vhen  the  dVslroying"  fiend  alighted  aiuongst  us.  The 
whole  country  was  quite  unprepared  in  every  re- 
spect,   and  the  results  of   the  dreadful  visitation 
are  now  well  known  and  most  severely  felt.    In  this 
colony  alone,  at  the  lowest  calculation,  not  less  than 
thirty-six  thousand  persons  (chiefly  the  agricultural 
clasJ^es)  perished,    in  tiiis  city,  the  deaths  could  not 
be  less  than  five  thousand  ;  and  in  fourteen  years, 
from  iai7  to  1831,  Macaulay  states,  that  fifty  mii- 
iions  of  the  human  race  have  been  swept  off  by  this 
scourge  alone  ;  and  since  1832  to  1850,  Gunn  adds 
ninety  millions  more,  making  a  total  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  miiiioiis  destroyed  by  cholera  in  all  parts  of 
the  globe.    Great  Britain  supplies  its  quota  at  above 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  victims  in  1832 
jind  1849.    It  is  incumbent,  as  it  is  useful,  to  relate 
that  in  certain  quarters  of  this  city,  where  the  streets 
happened  to  be  free  from  most  of  the  abominations 
(set  forth  anrl  described  in  this  summary)  and  Avhere 
sanitary  processes  and  free  ventilation  were  put  in  force 
and  strictly  maintained,  not  only  in  th^  dwellings, 
but  in  the  yards  and  out-ofFices,  there  the  scourge 
seldom  paid  its  visits,  ami  when  it  did,  their  inmates 
were  more  commonly  attacked  singly,  generally  es- 
caping the  fate  of  their  less  fortunate  fellow-citizens. 
Cholera  then,  7nalig7ia7it  -cholera,  would  a])pear  to  be 
the  disease  of  filth  and  ^milaria,  never  controlled  or 
confined  within  bounds  by  any  guards,  police,  sanita* 
ry  cordons,  or  restrictions  of  any  description.  Hav- 
ing endeavoured  to  place  before  the  Board  most  of 
the  noticeable  points  that  have  reference  to  tlie  sani- 
tary condition  of  this  town,  (once  the  abode  of  wealth, 
and  rank,  and  grandeur,^  1  proceed  to  consider  the 
last  demand  of  the  committee  of  the  Central  Board  of 
Health,  viz. :— "  a  statement  of  the  requirements  of 
;your  parish  or  district;"  and  in  the  circular  trans- 
mitted tome,  the  Board  desire  "  that  your  answers^, 
win  be  as  prompt  and  full  as  the  wature  of  ^  wfittea 
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examiimtioh  will  admit."  I  hopi:^  I  hav^  iii  Uiis  in- 
stance met  their  requevst ;  iand  J  hope  the  answers  in 
both  documents  are  as  full  as  the  nature  of  a  \vritten 
tommunicatiuu  will  adiiiii,  and  as  prompt  as  the  li- 
mited time  prescribed  by  the  Boai'd  for  the  conside- 
ration of  subjects  so  truly  momentous,  and  of  such 
deep  interest  to  all  classes  will  allovV.  And  now  i  be- 
lieve i  should  istop  !  j  do  not  desire  to  throw  anv  obsta- 
cles or  impediments  in  the  patii  of  improvementj  nor 
do  I  feel  indifference  or  supineness  for  the  reforma- 
tion of  abuses  ;  on  the  contrary,  every  honest  man^ 
every  good  citizen,  who  has  made  these  beautiful  is- 
lands his  chosen  abode,  or  his  adopted  country,  oi* 
who  is  forced  to  spend  his  days  in  them,  hopes  to 
see  those  laws  faithjnllij  carried  out,  that  . have  for 
their  object,  the  preservation  of  his  health,  the  pro- 
curement of  his  comforts,  the  providing  for  his  safety^ 
by  the  exclusion  of  destructive  or  pestilential  mala- 
dies ;  in  fcict,  ail  such  as  throw  around  him  protec- 
tion for  life  and  property,  and  the  certain  correction 
of  all  evils,  moral,  social,  and  physical.  It  is  easier 
to  find  fault  than  to  apply  a  remedy.  The  remedies 
soui^ht  after  and  loudly  called  for  in  the  present  emer- 
gency, ( the  ■Destile7tce  has  not  as  yet  departed  our  shores,) 
are  surrounded  by  difiicullies  of  no  ordinary  stamp. 
Id  the  exhausted  and  embarrassed  state  of  the  public 
finances,  one  is  really  at  a  loss  what  to  recommend — 
what  answ^er  to  make  to  a  question  of  such  vast  im- 
portance— one  in  which  all  human  interests  are  more 
or  less  concerned  or  interwoven — or  to  describe  or  to 
suggest  "  ivhat  are  the  requirements  of  your  parish  V 
But  1  am  digressing.  I  humbly  submit  that  the  rigid 
enforcement  of  the  laws,  (even  such  as  they  now 
stand  on  the  statute  books,)  is  one  of  the  Jii^st  require- 
ments. This  is  imperatively  demanded  if  the  ques- 
tion of  sanitation  is  to  be  seriously  entertained.  In  a 
community  so  peculiarly  constituted  as  this  is,  it  may 
turn  out  a  more  difficult  task  than  is  imagined  ;  "  Hie 
labor,  hoc  opus''  "  Liberty  of  the  subject  is  a  great 
privilege,  but  not  to  be  tolerated  wheu  it  prejudice* 
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the  public  weal."  By  a  faithful  and  strict  observance 
of  the  laws  a  vast  amount  of  existing  evils  might  be 
overcome.  As  soon  as  these  are  put  into  achial  ope- 
ration, others  may  be  devised,  having  for  their  object 
general  internal  sanitary  arrangements,  and  other  reme- 
dial measures.  2d.  A  continuous  and  plentiful  supply 
of  water  for  the  irrigation  of  the  streets,  and  for  all  pur  - 
poses of  internal  cleanliness.  3d.  Sewers  and  ces- 
pools,  to  carry  off,  to  the  remotest  distance,  all  the 
noxious  fetid  fluids  now  collected  and  retained  in 
most  yards,  a  large  portion  of  which  afterwards  run 
into  the  streets  and  lanes.  4th.  The  prohibition  of 
washing  clothes  in  the  town.  5th.  Tlie  destruction 
of  all  old  decayed  and  filthy  hovels.  6th.  The  tax  on 
dogs,  to  be  imposed  and  enforced  ivitluml  distinction^ 
so  that  the  town  may  be  rid  of  the  superfluily  of  these 
pests  by  night  and  day.  7th.  The  immediate  aboli- 
tion or  removal  of  that  pre-eminent  grievance,  preg- 
nant at  all  times  with  danger,  "  The  marUet  of  abo- 
oninations"  kept  at  the  west  end  of  Kingston. — 
8th.  And,  second  to  none,  an  amended  and  stringent 
enactment  to  rid  the  town  of  all  hogs  and  goats  ;  at 
all  events  to  exclude  or  keep  them  confined  out  of  the 
town,  as  is  done  in  Barbados.  9th.  And  last,  though 
not  least,  a  special  sanitary  police,  appointed  and 
paid  to  carry  out  the  ordinances  and  laws  in  all  such 
matt(M-s  which  have  been  hitherto  neglected  and  al- 
lowed to  moulder  on  their  shelves.  The  late  police 
and  the  present  constabulary  force  are  ineligible  for 
such  a  service  ;  and  if  reasons  were  required  to  be  ad- 
duced for  such  assertion,  they  shall  be  furnished, 
even  as  plentiful  as  black-berries.  I  have  refrained 
from  touching  as  yet,  except  in  a  partial  manner,  upon 
a  source  of  malaria  I  consider  as  pestiferous  as  any — 
I  allude  to  privies  of  the  whole  metropolis,  it  is 
supposed  that  their  numbers  are  not  much  below 
three  thousand.  1  believe  I  can  assert,  without  fear 
of  contradiction,  that  none  have  been  emptied  (an  act 
of  cleanliness — a  duty  seldom  neglected  in  former 
days)  since  emancipation.    ]\ight-men  are  no  longer 
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to  be  found,  they  have  been  converted  into  gentlemen. 
Ave  these  depositories,  daily  accumulating,  to  remain 
thus?  Are  they  not  concerned  in  tainting  the  atmos- 
phere and  disturbing  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
tov^^n?  Undoubtedly  they  are.    It  must  be  kept  in 
rememberance  that  atmospheric  impurity  is  not  al- 
ways confined  to  the  domiciles  of  the  wretched. 
When  the  north  or  the  west  winds  prevail,  the  atmos- 
phere, in  the  dwelling  now  occupied  by  me  in  East 
street,  becomes  so  painfully  disagreeable  and  offen- 
sive, in  consequence  of  the  effluvia  being  wafted  into 
its  chair.bers  or  apartments  from  the  neighbouring 
privies,  (never  emptied,  never  purified,)  that  it  com- 
pels the  closing  of  doors  and  windows  for  its  exclu- 
sion.   How  to  deal  with  this  mammoth  nuisance, 
(such  a  pestiferous  accumulation  of  putridity.)  1  do 
not  offer,  at  present,  any  opinion.    1  must  leave  it  to 
the  superior  wisdom  of  the  learned  Board,  as  well 
also  as  the  folio v.  ing  sink-holes  of  corruption  : — 

1st.  The  barrack  privy  nuisance. 

2nd.  The  railway  putrid  mud  nuisance. 

3rd.  The  public  hospital  privy  nuisance. 

4i\\,  riie  intramural  interments  nuisance, 

oth.  The  intramural  slaughter  house  nuisance. 

Gth.  The  Solas  market  nuisance. 

7th.  The  carbonic  2:as  nuisance.* 
The  atmospheric  pollution  which  such  a  hoarded 
conglomeration  must  necessarily  produce,  can  hard- 
ly ])e  less  fatal  tha!i  tlie  destructive  epidemics  by 
^vhich  we  have  repeatedly  suffered,  tending,  at  the 
same  time,  to  increase  their  virulence.  And  howevei: 
ignorant  wc  may  still  continue  to  remain  of  the  real 
causes  of  zymotic  and  epidemic  distempers,  we  know 

*  It  may  be  asked  what  is  this  nuisance?  It  is  the  (7fl5  CTolved  ia 
lime  kilns  and  ivafted  info  onr  dwplljn<i;s  by  ihe  sea  breezes,  or  north 
•winds— the  respiration  of  wliicb  is  very  oppressive,  and  interferes  with 
sleep  ;  and  consequently  is  unsuited  to  the  delicate  structure  of  our 
luncjs  ?  Alan  carries  a  pair  of  t.lscm  beneath  his  ribs,  fitted  only  to  in- 
spire ox.ycon  and  nitrop,ea  in  their  put  itt/ — a  ■physiohyical  fact  most 
people  seem  to  lor(xel.  and  very  few  care  about ;  nevertheless  it  is  upon 
this  important  consideration  that  qur  enjoyment  of  health  oininiy 
ianges^ 
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that  filtli,  uncleanliness,  and  an  impure  atmosphere, 
are  positively  favourable  to  their  outbreak  and  ta 
the  virulence  of  their  ravages. 

In  these  pages  sufiicient  proof,  I  hope,  has  been 
adduced  of  the  irresistible  truth,  of  the  damning  fact* 
as  it  had  reference  to  one  of  the  causes,  and  also  to  the 
awful  consequences  of  thedisQial  pestilence  by  which 
this  unfortunate  colony  was  afflicted  last  year.  It 
therefore  behoves  the  authorities,  when  put  in  pos- 
session of  such  testimony,  to  adopt  at  once,  and  urge 
upon  the  legislature  the  carrying  out,  without  delay, 
such  a  scale  of  general  and  effective  remedial  measures 
as  will  ensure  and  fix  upon  an  immovable  basis  the  pro- 
motion of  the  public  healtii :  the  maintenance  of  order, 
cleanliness,  and  decency,  (public  and  private,)  as  well 
as  the  abatement  or  the  annihilation  of  every  nuisance 
wherever  found,  moral,  social,  and  physical,  by 
"which  this  community  has  long  been,  and  is,  up  to  the 
present  moment,  afflicted,  degraded,  and  disgraced !  In 
these  colonies  the  science  of  sanitation  is  in  its  in- 
fancy, but  it  is  hoped  that  the  '^'circular'  is  ini- 
tiatory to  a  sanitary  movement,  in  this  city  at 
least,  the  ultimate  effect,  whether  so  intended  or  not, 
lies  beyond  the  pecuniary  advantage,  pounds,  shil- 
lings, and  pence. 

I  must  draw  this  hasty  sketch  of  the  sanitary  con- 
dition and  requirements  of  the  parish  to  an  end,  begg- 
ing the  committee  to  keep  in  mind,  that  "  we  have 
outlived  the  notion  that  the  calamitous  results  of  hu- 
man error  and  social  ignorance  are  the  direct  and  in- 
evitable inflictions  of  Providence,  to  be  submitted  to 
with  Mahommedan  fatality.  The  philosophy  of  cause 
and  effect  has  cleared  the  question  of  most  of  its 
difiiculties,  and  we  Can  but  trust  that  fjir-reaching 
views  will  be  combined  in  its  solution  w  ith  soundness 
of  judgment  and  promptitude  of  action,  and  that  a  li- 
beral spirit  will  animate  all  parties  in  the  furtherance 
of  so  grand  and  benevolent  a  work." 
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Ansivers  of  Dr.  Chamherlaine  to  the  questions  append* 
ed  to  ciixular  Htli  September y  1851. 

No.  1,  2,  3,  and  4.  These  questions  appear  to  have 
reference  chiefly  to  agricultural  districts,  1  may  sa5  al- 
most exclusively  so.  I  therefore,  as  an  inhabitant  of 
Kingston,  the  principal  city  of  the  British  West  In- 
dies, leave  them  to  be  answered  by  the  medical  gen- 
tlemen and  others  residing  in  such. 

No.  5.  An  able  writer  says,  *'  the  pauperism  of 
UngLand  is  to  be  attributed,  in  a  great  measure,  to 
the  reckless  and  improvident  habits  of  its  labouring- 
poor."  Now,  if  the  habits  of  the  EnoUsh  labouring 
poor  be  in  reality  such  as  to  elicit  such  an  opinion,  a 
fortiori,  with  how  much  more  force,  and  truth,  and 
correctness,  may  we  apply  the  remark  to  the  lazy, 
indolent,  emancipated  population  of  these  unfortu- 
nate decaying  colonies,  who  have  none  of  the  numer- 
ous evils  with  which  their  European  brothers  have  to 
contend.  The  same  writer  continues  to  inform  us, 
*' that  the  greatest  prudence,  united  v^  hh  the  greatest 
industry  on  the  part  of  the  poorer  classes,  will  not 
always  save  them  from  want. 

"This  is  frequently  the  casein  England,  where  wages 
are  loiu,  compared  with  the  expences  of  living,  so  that 
an  ordinary  labourer  often  cannot,  in  the  period  of 
bis  life,  when  he  can  do  the  greatest  amount  of  la- 
bor, save  any  thing  against  the  time  of  decrepitude 
or  sickness,  and  the  children  of  suffering  parents 
must  suffer  with  them.  The  question  in  regard  to 
such  is,  by  what  means  shall  their  present  distress  be 
relieved  1  The  economists  of  the  Jieiu  school  (as  it  is 
sometimes  called)  say,  that  they  are  to  be  abandoned 
to  starvation.  But  a  doctrine  so  abliorrent  to  our 
nature,  is  only  a  hideous  theory  which  cannot  enter 
into  the  laws  or  h.'ibits  of  any  people,  until  human  na- 
ture shall  be  sunk  into  brutal  hard-heartedness.  The 
dictates  of  religion,  conscience,  and  compassion  en- 
join us  to  give  relief,  and  the  only  questions  practically 
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discussed,  relate  to  the  mode  and  decree  of  tlie  as- 
sistance to  be  aHbrded,  and  (lie  measures  which  ouj^ht 
to  be  adopted  for  reclaiming-  such  as  bring-  their  misery 
upon  themselves,  by  vice  and  idleness.  H»e  two 
great  objections  are,  remedy  of  present  suffering,  and 
prevention  of  future  ;  and  these  two  objects  are  very 
much  blended,  for  it  is  a  great  rule  so  to  administer 
succour  as  not  to  encourage  idleness  or  vice.  In  the 
case  of  yonntr  subjects  of  relief,  the  greatest  charity 
is  that  which  is  directed  to  the  forming  of  good  ha- 
bits and  uivins;  them  instruction  in  useful  arts.  With 
older  sul^jects  there  is  very  little  hope  of  any  great 
amelioration  of  character.  But  even  with  these,  a  re- 
gard to  the  influence  upon  their  habits  is  constantly 
to  be  kept  in  view  in  administering  to  their  present 
wants. 

"  One  essential  condition  is,  thai  they  should  he  made 
to  labour y  and  thus  contribute  as  far  as  is  possible  to 
their  own  support.  As  to  the  sick  and  infirm,  the 
rest  of  the  community  are  bound  to  support  them  by 
a  just  assessment  of  the  expences." 

These  observations  strictly  apply  to  the  ^^pauper- 
ism'' of  Kingston  as  well,  but  it  may  be  useful  to  se- 
parate pauperism  from  vagrancy,  before  the  answer  is 
made  to  the  question  in  reference  to  '*  the  amount  of 
pauperism  in  your  parish  ?"  Dalton  gives  three 
classes  of  poor,  or  pauper.  We  have  them  all!  Of 
the  first  two,  the  numbers  are  not  very  great  and 
they  are  provided  for,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter.  It  is 
to  the  third  class  I  shall  direct  my  observations 
chiefly,  "  the  poor  by  prodigality  and  debauchery,  also 
called  thriftless  poor ;  as  idle,  slothful  persons,  pilfer- 
ers, vagabonds,  strtunpets,*  4'C-"  upon  this  over- 

*  M.  Dnchatelet,  after  tracing  the  first  causes  of  prostitution  to  an 
irregular  life,  sa3S,  in  his  elaborate  statistical  work  "on  the  Prostitu- 
tion in  the  city  of  Paris,"  "  This  is  a  general  cause,  and  acts  upon  al  1 
indiscriminately,  but  there  are  secondary  causes  which  he  thus  notices 
in  detail.  Laziness  may  be  placed  in  the  first  rank  ;  it  is  the  desire 
of  procuring  enjoyment,  without  working,  that  causes  many  young  wo- 
men to  leave  their  places,  or  to  refrain  from  seeking  others  when  oat  of 
service.   The  laziness,  carelessnesir;  and  cowardice  of  prostitutes  liave 
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M'helmiiu;-  wmmiinity  of  va<rrants  that  my  answer 
t^luili  liini^^e — '"those  \\ho  produce  notliing,  and  who 
coiitiibute  nothing-,  either  l*or  their  own  support,  or 

become  almost  proverbial.  Misery,  proceedinf^  to  frightful  extremes,  is 
;il<o  (tne  of  the  most  acuive  causes  of  this  evil.  Vanity,  and  the  desire 
of  liciiij;  fini  lv  (irrssed,  i.s  aiioiher  active  cause  of  |)rostitution,  particu- 
larly iii  Paris,  w  here  simplicity  in  dress  is  actually  a  subject  of  re- 
I)roach,  and  shabbiucss  is  still  more  condemned.  »  *  • 

*  *  •  «  *  *  Those  who  know  the  ex- 

tent to  which  love  ui  dress  and  /?rjc?_y  exists  in  some  women,  will  easily 
judge  of  the  activity  ol  such  «  cause  of  fnoslilution  in  Paris." 

State  of  (flu  oil  ion  amouf/  tJicse  women. — On  registering?  the  prosti- 
tutes it  is  customary  to  make  them  sign  an  engagement  tliat  Ihey  will 
conform  (o  a!i  the  measures  of  sanity  and  safely  which  are  prescribed 
by  the  police  *'  It  appeared  to  me,"  says  the  author,  "  tiiat  these  sig- 
natures mijjht  make  known,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  education  which  llie 
signers  had  received,  f  therefore  considered  that  all  those  who  had 
tleclared  that  thi y  would  m  l  sign  their  names,  and  merely  made  a 
cross,  or  some  other  mark,  were  entirely  ignorant  and  uncultivated  ; 
that  those  who  could  sign  should  ba  divided  again  into  two  classes, 
■^'iz. :  into  those  who  wrote  xvvll,  and  those  who  wrote  ladl;/ ;  of  the 
four  tho'fsand  four  huiidrcd  and  seventy  prostitutes  born  and  brought 
Mp  in  Paris,  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  could  not  sign  ; 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  could  sign,  but  badly  ;  one 
liundred  and  ten  signed  well  ;  many  of  them  indeed  particularly  so. 
Of  two  hundred  and  Ibrty  eight,  I  had  no  inforn)ation.  Of  those  who 
were  born  in  the  departments  the  proportion  entirely  without  educa- 
tion, was  still  greater — of  seven  thousand  six  hundred,  four  thousand 
three  hundred  and  filty-two  were  unable  tosigij:  two  tliousand  seven 
hundred  signed  badly;  ninety-live  signed  well  ;  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  penmanship  not  known.  Of  il.e  five  hundred  and  one  foreigners, 
two  hundred  and  forty-five  could  not  sign;  two  hundred  and  seventeen 
signed  badly  ;  seventeen  signed  well  ;  twenty-two,  their  writing  not 
known." 

Now,  I  would  ask  do  these  observations  in  any  wise  embrace  a 
class,  or  do  Ihey  apply  to  the  habits  ami  customs  of  the  swarms  of  ladies 
found  in  Pink,  Chesnut,  Rose,  lirenil.  Muttlievv's,  and  Peters'  lanes,  of 
this  delectable  town  \iany  in  addition  may  be  expected  from  the  rural 
districts  to  swell  their  numbers,  it  being  more  than  possible  that 
"  Othello's  occupation's  fjovc." 

Poor  Jamaica  !  Under  the  sway  of  one  of  the  most  urbane,  hospita- 
ble and  witty  of  her  rulers,  long  lingering  in  the  hopelessness  ofdis- 
pair,  is  doomed  lo  abandonment  and  irretrievable  desolation!  But 
what  can  Sir  Charles  Grey  do  to  save  the  gem  of  the  Antilles  ?  The 
beautiful  land  of  springs!  whose  peaceful  green  hills,  and  fertile  plains 
and  cultivated  valleys,  will  soon  resemble  those  of  the  sister  isle!  whose 
*flZ»/e  sons,  retrograding  in  the  scale  of  human  beings,  must  speedily 
return  to  lawless  life  and  unmitigated  barbarism.    A  land  where  civili- 
Eation  and  the  arts  once  nourished — but  alas!  ""in  the  vicissitudes  of 
ihiriffs,"  is  consigned  to  destruction — to  ruin — to  utter  annihilation  ! 
a  desert !  a  wilderness  !  another  Hay  ti  !  a  land 
*'  Where  savage  monsters  roar, 
Where  love  ne'er  deigns  to  dwell," 
And  must  it  he  so?  Such  Mill  be  the  effects  of  cmancipalionj  free  IradC; 
aud  cheap  sugar! 
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the  support  and  enjoyiuent  of  others,  arc,  m  every 
community,  a  public  nuisance  And  such  is  the  Uiird 
class,  as  delined  by  Mr.  j)aUon,  in  its  strictest  sense. 

The  amount  then  of  "  such  pauperism"  in  Kin c^- 
ston  is  very  great  indeed.    It  is  becoming;  more  pre- 
valent, more  rampant  daily,  and  how  can  it  be  other- 
M'ise?    The  laws  and  ordinances  are  frequently  in 
abeyance.    They  are,  such  as  they  are,  in  many  in- 
stances, a  dead  letter ;  and  the  negro  population  are 
consequently  more  prone  and  disposed  to  vice  and 
idleness,  and  crime,  since  premature  emancipation 
was  forced  upon  these  colonies  than  before.  They 
very  frequently  refuse  all  kind  of  honest  employment,, 
and  when  engaged  for  any  kind  of  labour,  their  con- 
duct is  always  marked  by  dogged  disobedience,  in- 
dolence, and  sluggishness.    They  go  where  they  list^ 
and  in  fact,  do  as  they  please,  thus  producing  utter 
disgust  in  the  employer.    The  domestics  partake  of 
the  same  characteristics.    They  take  or  refuse  work 
as  they  please,   and   often  prefer   wandering  and 
roaming  about  in  all  directions,  night  and  day,  like 
their  hogs,  committing  petty  thefts  upon  all  lands,, 
open,  or  otherwise,  or  they  are  engaged  at  nights  in 
plundering  stores,  wharves,  or  dwelling  houses,  and 
thus  we  find  when  struck  down  by  sickness,  or  acci-, 
dents,  or  maimed  by  their  fellow-man  in  squables  and 
fights,  (I  allude  to  the  youno'  and  rnhiist  of  fioth  seAes,)i 
they  seek  {'ov pauper  medical  and  other  aid  ;  they  have 
no  means,  no  pecuniary  resources  in  reserve,  for  pro- 
curing sustenance  in  such  cases,  and  under  such  cir-, 
cumstances,  but  should  they,  at  any  time,  possess 
themselves  of  coin  by  honest,  ov  dishonest  callings,  the 
men  squander  and  exhaust  their  stock  on  cigars,  rum, 
dress,  and  concubines.  The  women  on  finery,  silk  pa-- 
rasols,  polkas,  muslin  goivns,  and  white  kid  gloves, 
with  which  they  decorate  the  persons  of  themselves 
and  children,  in  imitation  of,  and  often  vying  with, 
their  superiors.    The  emancipated  negro  of  these  co-^ 
lonies  is  in  fact,  an  "  independent  pauper,''  (particu- 
larly  those  resident  in  towns,)  and  some,  of  our  legis-. 
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lative  acts  render  liim  hold,  insolent,  and  however 
anomalous  it  may  seem,  idle,  tending  at  the  same  time 
to  confirm  him  in  his  assumed  independence.  Neither 
«ex  wox'k  conl innotui I u  now  a  days.  When  the  insolent 
and  refractory  conduct  of  the  men  exclude  them  from 
employment,  tliehihour  is  then  performed  by  women. 
They,  in  turn,  work  irregularly,  and  when  not  occu- 
pied in  any  honest  vocation,  pursue  and  indulge,  ;)t 
the  same  time,  in  a  dissolute  and  profligate  course  of 
life.  Adultery  and  fornication  are  almost  exclusively 
confined  to  this  class.  It  is  proper  to  state  in  answer 
to  the  question  propounded,  that  ihoae iv ho,  from 
sickness,  age,  or  other  disabi/i/j/,  are  unable  to  co7i- 
iribiiie  any  Lhing  Jor  providin<i;  themselves  medicines- 
mid  medical  attendance,  '  receive  such  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  public,  at  an  outlay  of  £5000  per  an- 
num. On  the  pauper  list,''  tlie  names  of  four  hun- 
dred and  lifty  persons,  termed  out-pensioners,  will 
be  seen,  on  whom  eleemosynary  assistance  is,  be- 
sides, bestowed  iceeldy,  at  the  rate  of  £50  sterling. 
Independently  of,  and  apart  from,  this  number  on 
the  pauper  list,  the  quarterly  returns  of  the  medical 
officers  will  exiiibit  an  average,  annually,  of  above 
six  hundred  others,  visited  and  prescribed  for  at 
their  homes  ;  for  all  these  services  a  paltry  reduced 
salary  of  £120  is  awarded  to  each.  The  numbers 
are  increasing.  In  the  year  1810  the  numbers  did 
not,  altogether,  exceed  ninety,  including  the  then  ci- 
ty guard,  for  which  the  surgeon  received  £.300  per 
annum,  as  salary  !  Compare  the  numbers  and  the  sala- 
ry then  and  now — and  ask,  if  the  perseverance  in 
such  a  policy  is  honest  and  correct,  and  who  has  rea- 
son to  complain  ?  In  this  abominable  city,  eighteen 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-seven  persons, 
(this  computation  was  made  previous  to  the  recent 
visitation,)  it  is  said,  are  to  be  found  toithout  any  oc- 
cupation; a  portion  of  these,  males  and  females,  are 
to  be  found  collected  at  the  rails  in  the  police  office, 
and  around  the  court-house,  wasting  their  time 
from  morning  till  evening,  daily.    Ought  these  to  be^ 
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included  in  the  amount  of  pauperism  f\  As  they, 
too,  apply  lor  parish  medical  aid  when  sick,  as  the 
cUypoor,^'  I  think  they  must  be.  Much  of  the 
crime  and  ''pauperism'  that  now  exist  in  the  land, 
must  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  education. 
.  JNo.  0.  In  th3  city  of  Kingston  they  are  now  re- 
duced to  ten  or  eleven,  and  they  reside  in  \arious 
parts  of  the  town  ;  this  number,  /  conceive,  is  more 
than  udecfdciie  in  the  present  stage  of  our  colonial  po- 
licy, marked  as  it  is  in  its  consequences,  by  deca- 
dence, ruin,  and  abandop.ment,  to  the  requirements 
of  such  a  population. 

■  No.  7.  Yes  ;  a  public  hospital,  a  vast  and  expen- 
sive pile — and  that  noble  institution  the  ''  Ifeical/e 
Dispensary,''  falling  rapidly  into  decay  for  a  want  ot^ 
support  by  those  for  whose  benefit  it  was  specially 
erected  and  endowed.  The  legislature  has  been  \m- 
jieWed,  bj;  pciition,  to  make  annual  grants  to  keep 
and  sustain  it.  It  has  worked  badly  since  it  was 
founded,  because  the  negro  popudation  generally  will 
not  subscil)e  to  it,  although  medicines  and  medical 
aid  can  be  readily  obtained  at  all  times,  and  at  all 
hours  for  themselves  and  their  families,  at  the  very 
lowest  cost,  vis^.  :  .3d.  per  week.  Two  professional 
gentlemen  are  em})loyed,  or  attached  to  this  institu- 
tion, viz. :  Doctors  Aitman  and  Jobert,  at  salaries  of 
£50  each,  per  anmtm*  The  voluntary  subscriptions 
for  1850  amount  to,  £44  (os.  The  subscriptions  from 
contributing  members  for  1B50  amount  to,  £201. 
Grants  from  the  iegtslature  £lOO  per  amum,  annu-. 
ally. 

No.  8.  No  ;  they  ^rudire  all  money  expenditura 
for  such  purpose,  and  will  not  part  witii  a  quaiee  in 
the  employment  of  medical  men  in  town  and  country, 
jfind  their  reluctance  may  be  ascribecj  to  the  noiion 
they  entertain  that  it  is  useless  to  cmploii  doctors^  as 
people  must  die,"  as  well  as  a  merceiiavy,  covetous, 
venal,  and  parsimonious  disposition,  peculiar  to 
the  race  in  general,  in  such  cases  particularly^ 
Jtl  the  purchase  of  luxuries  there  is  no  lack 
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coin.  The  same  remark  applies  with  redoubled 
force  to  the  pageantry  observed  and  maintained  in  th6 
costly  obsequies  of  their  dead.  The  procession,  in 
such  cases,  often  reminds  the  spectator  of  the  tail  of 
a  coir.et !  And  1  cannot  help  noting  the  fact,  tliat  the 
negro  population  generally,  seem  to  have  an  unac- 
countable propensity  to  law  and  lawyers.  This  pre- 
dilection may  be  ascribed  to  their  invincible  love  of 
feuds.  They  are  the  most  litigious,  wrangling,  quar- 
relsome, jabbering  people  upon  earth  ;  and,  liowever 
incon*^istent  it  may  appear,  they  can  always  find  mo- 
ney for  law  expenses  ;  physic^  nnder  any  circum- 
stances, they  throw  to  the  dogs.''  The  sentences  of 
i'he  police  justices,  involving  pecuniary  fines,  are  no 
sooner  pronounced  by  them,  than  they  are  paid  to 
the  clerk. 

]No.  0.  A  question,  I  apprehend,  for  medicnl  men 
residing  in  MiT«/ districts.  To  my  knowledge  it  worked 
badly,  and  the  failure  is  attributable,  j)erhaps,  to  the 
^iiuses  recorded  in  answer  eight. 

No.  10.  Benjamin  Naar,  esquire,  tobacconist,  Ha- 
nover street  ;  some  times  fees,  other  times  salary  ;  now 
fees  again,  by  the  disallowance  of  the  act  to  fix  the 
salary,  at  the  colonial  office;  fees  average  now  nearly 
£400  per.annum.  Average  number  of  inquests,  per 
annum,  after  the  late  visitation,  ninety  ;  before,  one 
nundred  ;  average  number  of  post  mortem  examina- 
tions about  twenty-eight  ;  preponderating  cause  or 
causes  of  mortality,  I  would  say  '*  intemperance,'* 
(apoplexy  and  pectoral  disorders  maybe,  so  recorded, 
but  are  not  these  very  often  superinduced  by  intem- 
perance 0  prevailing  alike  in  palaces  and  in  hovels.^ 

*  Hoacc  wc  Uavc,  i;:  iliis  iiiiaau,  n  considerable  amount  ofintemper- 
ance,  r^nd  as  tl:c  cnnscquencc,  a  coiisidci  aI>ie  amount  of  disease,  mentaL 
derang&mcTit,  pfiuyevism,  crime,  and  misery.  This  must  be  obvious  to 
the  most  casuHi  observer.  Mr.  Nelson  read  n paper  before  the  Statisti- 
cal Society  of  Loudc;n,  in  .lr.r*c,  l.'isi.  year,  "■on  the  rate  nf  viortality^ 
among  persofts  of  intemperate  huliits,^'  which  shows  lhat  the  lives  of  becr- 
dri.ikcii  .';yera;;o  I'venty-one  j'ears :  j;3w*ii-diiukers,  sixteen  ;.  and  those 
Tkho  drank  botii  heT  inuX  spiriL  indiscriminatelif,  sixteen.  The  ai'erag-o 
duraiif^n  of  life  after  the  commencement  of  intemperate  habits  among 
misciiinics,  workiatj  and  labouring  men,  wa^  eighteen  years ;  traders^ 
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Irrespective  of  the  mortality  consequent  upon  the  vi- 
sitations of  contaj^ious  and  destructive  epidemics,  I 
retain  this  opinion.* 

J\o.  n.  1  do  ;  every  advantage.  The  office  of  co- 
roner is  one  of  tlie  most  ancient  and  responsible  under 
the  crown,  and  has  l)een  so  from  time  immemorial.— 
I  look  upon  this  question  as  a  most  important  one, 
and  will  deal  with  it  as  such  to  the  best  of  my  judg- 
ment and  information ;  in  answer,  I  say  important ^ 
because  legislative  measures  are  quickly  required  that 
Avill  at  once  strike  at  the  root  of  a  mighty  evil.  I  am 
of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  filled  in  these  colonies 
by  no  other  class  of  persons  but  '*  a  duly  qualified 
medical  practitioner,''  especially  when  we  know  that 
the  duty  of  this  official,  ia  the  present  day,  is  almost 
solely  confined  to  enquire  *'  \vheil  any  person  comes 
to  a  violent,  or  a  sudden  dea.th,  or  dies  in  prison^  by 
what  manner  he  comes  to  his  end."  And  because, 
according  to  Sir  Edward  Coke,  a  coroner  should 
have  five  qualities — he  should  be  (I)  probus  liomOy  (2) 
'legalis  homo,  (;3)  of  sufficient  knowledge  and  under- 
standing, (4)  of  good  ability  and  power  to  execute  hig 
duties  according  to  his  knowledge,  (5)  of  diligence^ 
and  attendance  for  the  due  execution  of  his  office," 
and  then  when  vacancies  occur,  isrnorant  and  illiterate 
aspirants  follow iiiif  mean  occupations^  as  tailors,  cob^ 
lers,  carpenters,  shoemakers,  bricklayers,  'linkers,  ^c, 
will  be  excluded  and  rendered  ineligible.  As  the  law 
now  stands,  anybody  may  be  pitch- forked  into  the 

dealers,  and  merchants,  seventeen  ;  professional  men  and  gentlemen; 
iCfteen,  and  females,  fourteen  yrars  only  ! 

The  number  of  paupers  in  MassachuseUs,  ih  1840,  was  twenty-four 
;thousaad  eijjht  hundred  and  ninety-two,  of  whom  ten  thousand  luo 
hundred  and  fifty-three  were  foreifiilers.  niofe  than  niHc-lenihs  of  the 
whole  number  were  made  so  by  mtemperunce  I, 

•  Mr.  Porter,  of  the  Board  pf  Trade,  in  his  treatise  called  "  Self 
Imposed  Taxation,"  shews  that  the  workinjr  classes  of  Great  Britain 
.spend  annually  on  beer,  spirits,  and  toliacco,  (these  three  articles  alone,) 
bo  less  than  £'60,000,000  sterling  !  .  And  lord  Shaftesbury,  belter  known 
as  lord  Ashley,  tells  us  in  his  Speecft  on  "public  amusements,"  that  fully 
six-tenths  of  all  cases  of  ihsanity  to  be  found  in  these  realms  (Great 
Britain)  and  America,  arise  from  no  other  cause  than  the  habits  of  Iti^. 
teriiperancc  in  which  the  peopl(?  have  inUnlged, 
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office  irrespective  of  his  fitness  or  qualifications,  by 
the  most  open  and  barefaced  practice  of  bribery  and 
corriintion.  That  candidate  has  the  best  chtmce  of 
seciirinji'  the  vacancy,  *'  of  being  returned  and  duly 
elected"  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  forsooth,  who  can 
make  arrangements  with  the  electors  themselves,  or 
through  the  instrumentality  of  their  friends  to  give 
the  highest  amount  of  bribes.  Now,  this  is  the  cer- 
tain, the  injalllble  passport  to  office,  and  however 
monstrous  and  indefensible  such  a  state  of  things, 
such  a  vicious  system,  may  appear,  nevertheless  it 
commonly  prevails  in  our  community.  lience  mearr 
boveis,  sQiepeiX  '-^Jreeholds,''  rise  up  in  all  direc- 
tions, as  if  at  the  wand  of  the  magician,  (and  chiefly 
by  dishonest  means,)  so  that  the  principal  traffic, 
now  a  days,  in  such  cases,  is  established  and  derived 
from  the  wages  of  bribery  and  corruption,  demanded 
iind  openly  accepted  with  impunity  by  those  who  are 
na)w  permitted  to  exercise  the  elective  franchise  for 
their  services  at  all  elections  ! 

The  present  coroner  is  a  most  intelligent,  pains- 
taking officer,  perhaps  one  of  the  best  that  ever  filled 
that  poi^t  in  this  island  ;  in  his  court,  he  is,  however, 
boisterous  and  undignified,  and  there  is  a  lamentable' 
absence  of  urbanity  and  Idndness  to  those  placed 
above  or  heloiv  him  in  society. 

No.  12.  There  are  three  registers,  one  of  bnihs, 
one  of  deaths,  and  one  of  marriages,  now  kept  at  the 
registrar's  oliice  in  Spanish-Town,  but    when  a?id how 
Jar  back  either  of  them  extends  perfect  and  uninter' 
pupled,''  I  am  not  prepas^ed  to  state,  at  present.  The 
rectors  of  the  several  parishes  may  furnish,  perhaps, 
more  full  and  satisfactory  details  of  these.    I  consider 
them  impeifect.    The  law  to  enforce  the  registration 
'  of  births  and  deaths,  enacted  in  1842,  was  objection- 
able and  inutile,  because  penaltifless.    It  was  conse- 
quently soon  repealed  and  another  substituted,  but 
the  home  governn^ent  put  its  veto  upon  the  amended 
f^naclment.    Serious  evils  have  transpired,  arising  out 
of  the  careless  and  negligent  manner  in  which  the  re-- 
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glstcrs  of  Uirth^  marriages,  and  deallis  Were  formerly 
kept.  Omissions  have  occurred  by  which  persons 
have  failed  to  establish,  in  sucii  cases,  their  just 
claims  ;  and  if  proof  were  wantin;;;,  I  adduce  tlie  case 
of  the  late  Mr.  Hannaford,  as  a  striking-  exempiihca- 
tion  of  the  fact  of  the  omission  in  recording-  a  raar- 
riatre  ;  otliers  are  not  wanting,  still  more  distressing 
and  painful,  l>y  the  omission  of  deaths. 

No.  13.  I  have  already  stated  tlrat  there  are  three 
registers — the  question  therefore  applies,  1  presume, 
to  the  register  of  birl /is  and  cleat  lis,'"  kept  in  the 
oliice  of  the  common  council  of  Kingston,  and  by  the 
clerks  of  the  vestries  of  other  parishes  also,  and  not 
those  records  now  made  in  obedience  to  a  clause  in 
the  clergy  act  of  J«47.  The  latter  is  simply  a  regis- 
ter of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  and  are  bona  fide 
the  registration  of  names  and  dales  of  such  made  by 
the  rectors  in  their  respective  parishes.  Upon  the 
face  of  these  no  diseases  whatever,  or  mortality  in 
consequence,  are  or  were  ever  exhibited  in  their  co- 
in m.ns,*  But  by  the  fanner  *'  the  diseases  shown  to 
be  most  common  and  jatal  during-  the  last  seven  years j  * 
(there  was  no  registration  made  antecedently  to  that 
period,)  are  consumption,!  fevers,  dysentery,  apo- 

*  Tn  this  category,  we  must  except  Spanish-Town>  where,  for  seve- 
ral years  at  the  besinnin};  of  this  ceutury,  the  causes  of  death  were  re- 
corded in  the  rector's  register. 

t  Pulraonary  eonsmnptioQ  is  very  rife  in  this  island  of  recent 
years,  and  may  be  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  chief  preponderating 
caases  of  mortality. 

:  The  statistical  reports  issued  by  the  resistrar-geueral  show  that 
fifty-nine  thousand  and  twenty  five  of  the  inhabitants  of  England  and 
VV'ales  are  cut  olf  by  pulmonary  consumption  in  one  year,  and,  as  the 
mean  duration  of  the  disease  is  about  two  yezrs,  it  follows  that  the  num- 
ber of  consumptive  patients  constantly  living,  and  destined  eventually 
to  sink  under  the  rava.^es  of  the  disease,  ii  no  less  than  one  hundred  and 
ci;j;hieen  tisoasand  and  fifty  !  In  other  wordsj  eighteen  and  a  half  per 
cent,  or  about  one  fifth  of  the  total  mortality.  England  and  W^lcs  ac* 
knowledges  pulmonary  consumption  as  its  cause.  And  by  this  malady 
alone,  society  is  constantly  deprivrd  of  the  services  of  one  hundred  an^l 
thirtieth  part  of  its  members !  !  Had  our  fcgistef  of  births  and  deaths'* 
been  kept  "perfect  and  uninterrupted,"  a  statistical  report  of  the  mop- 
tality  cotisequeal  upon  this  insidious  disease  would  have  proved  useful 
ond  ia;ercsting,  but  alas !  there  arc  no  records  made  since  1850 — and 
thtuo  extend  to  only  three  raonthi  iu  that  year  ! 
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plexy.  ont]  lastly,  the  recent  pestilence  of  cholera.-^ 
As  the  registers  now  stand,  1  place  little  or  no  value 
upon  either  or  any  of  them,  because  Jaulti/.  *'1he 
reiii.ster  oi  births  and  deaths,"  kept  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  common  council,  has  become  obsolete, 
Tlie  reasons  are  assij^ned  in  answer  twelve. 

No.  !4.  This  question  applies  chiefly  to  imral  dis- 
tricts ;  one  of  the  greatest  pecuniary  encumbrances 
to  some,  perhaps  to  all  parislies,  is  the  desertion  and 
abandon snent  by  the  male  of  his  offspring — I  mean 
these  that  are  the  result  of  the  illicit  intercourse  of 
the  sexes. 

JNo.  15.  Certairdy  not ;  but  a  little  is  to  be  found, 
now  and  then,  in  love  afluijs,  as  the  records  of  our 
police  office  and  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  occa- 
sionally disclose  ;  nevertheless  it  is  my  conviction 
that  both  stili  continue  to  be  practised  in  most  of  the 
a«77fM//wr«/  districts,  (J  speakctdvisedly,)  and  that 
the  negro  j)opuIation  generally,  but  particularly  the 
peasantry,  are  unchanged  in  their  feelings  as  to  the 
power  and  influence  of  this  species  of  magic,  or  witch- 
craft. All  llie  efforts  of  their  pastors  to  eradicate,  by 
moral  and  religious  instruction,  and  discourses,  the 
belief  in,  and  the  dread  of,  tiiis  remnant  of  African  bar- 
barism, have  failed.  The  female  natives  of  Hayti  are 
adepts  in  the  art.  And  woe  be  unto  that  unfortunate 
wight  who  happens  to  be  the  object  of  their  jealousy 
or  revenge,  the  consequences  are  most  distressing — 
o^tew  fatal.  Their  rnacmidals'  are  gv^uti rally  com- 
posed of  the  teeth  of  various  animals,  of  hair,  feathersi 
'coAvries,  or  jeggays,  bits  of  glassj  &c.  &c. 

"  Eye  of  newt  and  toe  of  frog, 
Wool  of  bat  and  tongue  of  doji^, 
AddeTs's  fork  and  blind  worms', sting, 
Lizzard's  kg  and  owlet's  \ving." 

These  are  sometimes  introduced  into  a  glove  an4 
placed  in  the  bed  of  the  victim  ;  at  others,  some  of  these 
articles  is  administered  by  mixing  thera  with  the  sou|5 
tor  other  aliment^  condiments  for  a  '*  hell  brot^U  '-r 
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'*  Bruler  la  cltandeile  voir  '  is  a  part  and  parcel  of  this 
infernal  machinery,  the  grouiHl  work  of  which  is 
poison,  anrl  hundreds  of  l)Oth  sexes,  in  town  and 
country,  have  fallen  victims  to  these  diabolical  prac- 
tices. '  The  "  shadow  box'  belongs  to  this  demonia- 
cal art. 

No.  16.  Yes;  there  are  two  or  three  ''clever' 
black  doctors— their  charges  are  very  low  indeed, 
nevertheless  they  are  seldom  paid,  and  they  cannot  re- 
cover in  our  courts,  for  reasons  that  are  self-evident. 

No.  I7.  No;  1  do  not  ;  but  I  have  heard  of  a  re- 
cent case  which  was  published  ''pro  bono  publico,''  I 
suppose. 

No.  18.  Yes;  I  do.  The  black  population  ap- 
pear to  prefer  their  own  people.  They  seem  always 
to  entertain  a  marked  sympathy  for  their  own  colour 
in  most  tilings,  and  they,  in  turn,  pander  to  their  wants 
and  desires,  and  particularly  so,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
*■  healing  art,"  and  if  any  or  a  little  obeaism  is  inter- 
mingled, the  prepossession  is  unchangeable  and  insur- 
mountable. I  am  constrained  to  think  that  a  pre- 
ference would  not  be  given  to  the  last  named  persons  ; 
nor  do  1  think  they  could  be  obtained  for  the  Jair 
remuneration  that  is  provided  generally  for  such  pur- 
poses, in  Jamaica. 

No.  19.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  cases  of  un- 
skilful treatment,  attended  with  loss  of  life  to  mo- 
ther or  child,  have  occurred  by  the  employment  of 
such  persons,  but  as  I  made  no  record  of  names  and 
numbers  at  the  time,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  much 
more  on  the  subject.  During  the  season  of  child- 
bearing,  they  apply  to  old  black  midwives  generally 
for  assistance,  most  of  whom  are  ignorant,  coarse, 
and  devoid  of  skill. 

No.  20.  I  have  heard  of,  and  read  paragraphs  on, 
such  occurrences,  but  no  cases  have  come  under  my 
own  immediate  observation  and  notice.  J  cannot  see 
how  "  extended  medical  relief  could  tend  to  the  sup- 
pression of  such  a  crime  on  the  part  of  the  mother, 

JVo.  21.  I  fear  not;  it  is  another  important  ques- 


tion  and  well  worth  the  experiment  The  agrirultn^ 
ral  classes  aj){)ear  to  have  no  great  predilection  lor 
wjiite  docror:>.  'i'hey,  in  my  opinion,  vvonld  meet 
with  little  or  no  encouragement  from  tins  portion  of 
our  community,  unless  it  he  carried  out  hy  stringent 
cow/yw/ior// enactments ;  even  then,  1  have  my  doubts. 
7'he  negro  will  not  consider  this  provision  a  boon  con- 
fer re<l  upon  him.  We  find  medical  srcntlemcn  leaving' 
the  island,  when  iheij  can,  for  ivtnil  of  such  lesponsi- 
hie  employment ,  tinder  ani)  cii  cnnislancts,  and  the  .scwr- 
vy  trevitment  that  the  profession  encounter  generally,^ 
from  otiier  classics  also,  on  most  occasions,  is  asigni- 
iicant  hint  enougli  for  them  to  keep  away  and  seek 
employment  in  other  and  more  genial  climes. 

No.  '1'2,  This  is  another  serious  question  and  adif- 
iicult  one  to  be  (lealt  with.  1  really  do  not  desire  to 
speak  disparagingly  in  answer,  on  a  subject  of  such 
Tast.  such  vital  importan-ce,  but  knowing  as  I  do  the 
disinclination,  and  in  innumerable  instances,  the  un- 
alterable fixed  resolution  of  the  negro  labourers  not 
to  part  with  their  money  for  such  purposes  (even  icheii 
life  itself  trris  invoiced/)  I  fear  such  an  impost  would 
be  met  unwillingly 1  see  no  utility  in  laying  it 
on  the  ^'person,''  An  impost,  in  the  shape  of  a  ca- 
pilation  lax,'"  was  laid  not  long  since,  and  whilst  one 
class  paid  it,  anotlier  p7d  the  law  at  definnce.  *'  JEx 
uno  disce  omnes.''  An  impost  laid  on  house  and  land 
may  answer,  and  in  default,  levy  must  be  made  on 
chattels. 

,  Tlie  negro  population  have  little  dread  at  the  de-. 
privation  of  personal  liberty.  Yes!  if  you  deny  him 
his  cigars  and  rum.  at  the  same  time,  it  then  becomes 
realiiy^  an  insupportable  infliction,  not  otherwise. 
Our  penitentiary  and  prisons  present  the  strongest 
proof  we  can  desire  of  this  fact.  Do  they  not  look 
sleek  and  joyous  in  their  marine  palace,  at  Kae  town  1 
The  diet  and  sea  air  are  great  inducements  to  linger 
here  in  inglorious  ease  \  And  wihen  the  la\r  is  satis- 
fied, and  they  are  at  large  again,  do.  theij  not  return 
quickly  to  their  happy  abode  ?    Corjporal  chastis^iiie^^ 
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is  quite  another  consideration.  The  dread  is  mani- 
fested upon  all  occasions  when  this  mode  of  punish- 
ment is  only  spoken  of.  1  would  ask  again,  is  this 
class  inspired  by  the  fear  of  imprisonment  in  our 
gaols  for  the  violation  of  any  law  ?  No  !  ^  They  tell 
you  exuitingly,  *'  t/iei/  arc  quite  ready  to  go''  Educa- 
tion will  change  all  these  things. 

No.  23,  and  last  question.  The  druggists,  in  ex- 
pectation of  another  visitation  from  cholera,  have 
made  provision  accordingly  ;  I  speak  advisedly. 


**  Be  pleased  to  state  anything  that  may  occur  t6 
you  as  useful  to  be  known  to  the  Central  Board  of 
Health,  on  the  subject  of  medical  relief  generally,  and 
particularly  in  Jamaica." 

The  requisition  is  made,  and  the  Board  will  pardon 
me  if  I  prove  a  little  diffuse,  in  answer.  I  have,  in  the 
preceeding  pages,  directed  their  notice  to  the  working 
of  the  "  Metcalfe  Dispensary,''  wdiich  was  established 
about  ten  years  since,  for  the  benefit  of  the  labouring 
classes  of  this  city,  but  those  for  whom  it  was  exclu- 
sively erected,  will  not  subscribe  to  it,  or  if  they  do,  and 
fall  into  arrears,  refuse  to  ratify,  or  fulfil  their  engage- 
ments, or  pay  up  their  subscriptions,  especially  ivhen 
tlieij  meet  with  no  difficulty  in  procuring  orders  for 
medical  and  surgical  aid  ujjon  the  medical  officers  ap- 
pointed to  attend  the  destitute  poor,  exclusively.  Now, 
in  this  category,  I  find  the  following  trades  and 
occupations,  viz.  : — cooks,  grooms,  nurses,  house 
cleaners,  tailors,  cobiers,  carpenters,  fishermen,  ped- 
lers,  bricklayers,  boot  and  shoe  makers,  brickmakers, 
seamstresses,  cabinet  makers,  storemen,  plumbers, 
coopers,  basket-makers,  higlers,  cigar  and  straw  hat 
makers,  coalers,  and  general  labourers,  allofAvhom 
do  not  receive  as  wages  less  than  six,  and  most, 
more  than  twelve  shillings  per  week.  Some  of  the 
tradesmen  viz.  :  f)lumbers,  carpenters  and  others, 
often  refuse  to  work  at  four  shillings  per  diem,  and 
cooly  tell  you  '*  they  are  doing  nothings  and  cm't 

X 


162 


Appendix, 


get  work.''  These  facts  1  think  it  right  to  record 
in  this  place,  iu  order  to  prove  the  umvillingness' 
of  this  class  to  pay  for  medical  assistance  even  when 
it  can  be  obtained  at  the  lowest  possible  figure.  In 
many  instances  both  men  and  women  apply  to  me  for 
recoraraendaticns  to  the  chairman  of  the  oiilpension- 
ers  committee,  for  what  do  you  imagine,  gentle  read- 
erTo  obtain  pecuniary  aid,  forsooth!  The  parties 
in  such  cases  are  most  frequently  adolescent,  or  they 
are  in  the  prime  of  life.  The  men  tell  you  "  they  are 
too  weak,  or  too  old,  or  they  are  sick,  and  can't 
work."  The  ivomen,  that  "  they  can't  go  to  work, 
for  they  have  children  to  look  alter,  and  the  fathers 
are  gone  to  sea,  or  dead,  or  live  in  the  mountains," 
find  .  will  give  them  no  assistment  !  Such  are  tiie 
cliaracterislics — such  the  matchless  profligacy  and 
itfleness  by  which  the  present  generation  is  dis- 
tin guis lied  !  And  what  renders  ihem  more  odious 
and  less  v/orthy  of  protection  and  assistance  from 
any  quarter,  is  the  rude  carriage  and  independent 
deportment  usually  manifested,  when  offered  work 
of  any  kind  in  the  town  ;  out  of  it,  as  it  refers  to 
the  services  of  domestics,  is,  on  most  occasions, 
beside  ti.ic  question.  Squalidity,  indigence,  want,, 
rags,  and  ail  their  concomitants,  prove  no  induce- 
ment to  accept  proffered  employment  in  such  cases  1 

Tlie  town  is  infesied  with  myriads  of  the  young  and 
liealthy  of  both  sexes,  who  come  under  this  reproach, 
and  they  are  domiciliated  chiefly  in  the  lanes — east, 
west,  north,  and  south. 

"  On  t  lie  subject  of  medical  relief gencraJly,  and  par- 
ticidarty  in  JiimaicvJ'  1  think  it  relevant,  perhaps 
imperative,  to  direct  the  notice  of  the  Board  to  ano- 
ther fact,  and  as  senior  magistrate,  it  falls  within  my 
province  to  do  so  without  trenching  upon  the  duty  or 
privileges  of  others.  I  he  town  of  Fort- Royal  is 
now,  and  lias  been,  for  some  time  past,  left  without 
a  duly  qualified  resident  medical  practitioner,  and 
the  destitute  poor,  and  indeed. all  classes  of  the  civil 
iahabitants,  are  thus  unprovided  and .  totally  unfur- 
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nished  with  medicines,  or  medical  and  chirurgical  as- 
sistance for  themselves,  or  their  families,  at  all  times 
and  at  all  hours  ;  nor  is  there  any  hospital,  or  public 
dispensary  to  be  found  in  the  town,  and  although  re- 
peated offers  were  made  by  myself  to  reside  there 
and  afford  the  required  help,  for  a  reasonable  salary, 
(£100  per  annum,*)  tliey  were  never  accepted  by  the 
authorities,  but  objections  always  raised  on  the  score 
of  poverty."  The  parish  icas  too  peor  to  promde 
medicines  and  medical  altendance  for  its  paupers  T 
Such  offers  it  was  presumable,  would  never  have  met 
with  a  dissentient  voice ;  so  might  opposition  and 
objections  be  started  on  the  same  grounds  against 
the  employment  of  a  rectory  an  organist,  a  parish 
clerk y  a  beadle,  a  solicitor  of  the  parish,  a  clerf$  of  the 
peace,  a  clerk  of  Ihe  vestry,  a  collector  of  petty  t(ebtsj 
a  clerk  of  the  market,  or  any  other  parish  officer,  but 
the  parish  is  provided  with  all  these  public  servants  ; 
and  surely  a  medical  officer  is  as  necessary  and  a8 
useful  to  a  body  of  civilized  people,  equally  indis- 
pensable to  the  helpless  poor  writhing  under  pain, 
disease,  and  aliliction,  as  either  or  any  of  these  func- 
tionaries, all  of  whom  are  annually  elected,  and  most 
paid,  by  the  Vestry.  There  is  no  lack  of  funds  for 
these  !  But  the  professors  of  the  healing  art''  are  of 
no  consequence  ;  *'  they  are  at  a  discount  f  Their 
services,  it  would  seem,  can  be  dispensed  with,  until 
fell  disease  and  deatli  are  found  stalking  over  the 
land.  ''Sufficient  is  the  day — say  they, y<>y*  the  evil 
thereof  V  And  if  this  is  not  a  proof  of  a  falling,  lost, 
demoralized  country,  then  i  know  not  what  is  i 
•Ou.2.ht  we  to  be  surprised  to  find  our  black  fellow- 
sui)jects  chime  in  with  such  sentiments  and  chase  the 
doctors"  from  their  doors  ?  Certainly  not !  The 
cholera  made  its  invasion,  it  is  said,  first  in  this 
ancient  town  in  October  last,  and  the  people  were 
■compelled,  (and  gladly  too,)  to  accept  medical  aid 
at  tiie  hands  of  the  medical  officers  attached  to  the 

*  An  army  medical  officer  made  a  tender  to  perform  the  duties  fof 
Aajfthis  amount.,.  It  was  also  reject$4  by  the  Vestry  ! 
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navy  and  army.  There  was  no  other  class  from 
whom  aid  in  such  iinparallelled  distress  could  be 
sought  on  «uch  an  extraordinary  emergency,  and 
the  numbers  proving  insufficient  for  the  arduous  and 
harrassing  task,  another  was  ferretted  out  and 
brought  from  an  extensive,  distant  agricultural 
parish,  where  he  had  little  or  nothing  to  do'since  free- 
dom dawned  upon  these  now  almost  useless  colonies, 
in  order  to  render  additional  help  to  those  attacked 
by  the  pestilence  in  this  wretched,  unfortunate,  de- 
serted town,  and  he  and  four  others  received  remu- 
neration in  a  sum  much  below  £400  sterling  for 
three  months  services,  niarhl  and  day  /* 

**  0?i  ihc  subject  of  medical  velief  generally^  and 
particularly  in  Jamaica''  there  is,  1  venture  to  assert, 
a  vast  field  for  speculation  and  improvement  well 
worth  the  attention  and  consideration  of  the  Board. 
But  1  warn  the  Board  that  their  labours  will  be  of 
very  little  or  no  value  to  the  public  if  they  are  not 
supported,  maintained,  and  enforced  by  stringent  le- 
gislative enactments.  We  live  in  fearful,  in  very  extra- 
ordinary times.  This  beautiful  island  is  suffering  in 
various  forms.  The  present  state  of  things  in  gene- 
ral is  most  deplorable.  In  the  recent  awfnl  visitation 
hundreds,  aye,  thousands,  that  were  prostrated  by  the 
fell  disease,  lost  their  lives,  in  fact,  were  swept  away 
in  rapid  succession  for  icant  of  the  services  and  care 
(f  those  ivJiom  bad  treatment-,  emanating  in  the  adop- 
tion of  a  niggardly  parsimonious  course,  in  most  mea- 
sures, (evincing  a  rotten  system  of  the  most  despicable 
policy.)  had  driven  out  oj  the  country  to  seek  their  for* 
tunes  in  other  and  distant  lands,  denied  as  it  icas  to 
them  during  their  sojourn  amongst  us,  and  that  too 
on  the  soil  in  tvhich  they  first  drew  (heir  breath,  and 
which  was  endeared  to  them  by  every  tie,  human  and 
divine,  tvilst  others  in  their  almost  irremediable  help- 
lessness and  despair  are  left  to  pine  and  tvaste  their 
days  in  neglect,  obscurity  and  tvaut  ! 

•  Dr.  SfftDnett,  alone,  had  a  vole  of  =£830  for  sir  ^rtclit  professiontil 
aetvices  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera  in  his  parish. 
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In  concluding  these  answers  to  the  ''circular/'  I 
beg  the  Board  to  keep  in  rememberance  this  simple, 
but  painful  truth,  that  no  class  of  her  njaje»ty's  sub- 
ject in  these  distant  and  health-destroying  dependen- 
cies experience  more  iiliberality,  meet  with  more  in- 
gratitude, that  are  more  frequently  imposed  upon 
and  worse  rewarded  for  their  services  than  the  mem- 
bers of  the  noble  profession  to  which  I  have  the  ho- 
nor to  belong  !  We  may  make  laws,  holding  forth 
encouragement  and  tempting,  with  rewards  the 
Faculty  to  migrate  and  reside  amongst  us  :  We  may- 
expatiate  upon  the  beauty  and  salubrity  of  our 
mountain  homes  :  We  may  also  entertain  them  by 
discussing  ti)e  liberal  grants  of  money  that  have 
been  bestowed  in  consideration  of  professional  ser- 
vices djjring  the  awful  visitation  of  last  year.  *'  And 
we  may  call  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep,''  but  will  they 
come  ?  No  !  Your  reputation  is  jixed^  it  is  esta- 
hlished  upon  an  adamantine  basis  !  Ingratitude  and 
neglect  have  done  their  work,  and  premature  eman- 
cipation has  clenched  it  ! 

K.  CHAMBERLAINE,  M.D. 
M.R.C.S.  England. 

iQth  October,  1851. 

Answers  of  Dr.  Doivner  to  questions  appended  to  cir- 
cular ofSt/i  September,  1851. 

No.  1.  The  parish  of  St.  Andrew  contains  an  area 
of  about  two  hundred  and  forty  square  miles.  It  has 
neither  town  nor  villages.  There  are  probably  a 
dozen  houses  scattered  round  about  the  parish  churcU 
and  courthouse,  at  Halfway-Tree,  and  there  are  two 
p^rog  and  salt  provision  shops  there  also,  which  I 
think  barely  sufficient  to  entitle  the  place  even  to  be 
called  a  village,  and  this  is  by  far  the  most  important 
congregation  of  houses  in  this  parish.  Part  of  the 
parish  is  a  gently  inclined  plain,  which  constitutes 
about  one  fifth  or  one  sixth  of  the  whole  extent ;  the 
residue  of  the  parish  is  mountainous,  and  a  large  part 
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of  that  is  (liJlirnU  of  access,  the  mountains  being  hig;h 
and  .ste«  ]).  Some  of  the  main  roads  in  the  lowlands 
are  passably  good,  but  those  in  the  uplands  are  in 
very  bad  order,  some  of  them  nearly  impassable. 
•  IS^).  2.  Tho.  population  of  8t.  Andrew's,  before  the 
\isitation  of  cholera,,  was  estimated  at  near  twenty 
thousand.  Ihe  ascertained  deaths  from  cholera  i 
have  understoo(i  to  be  about  one  tenth.  The  chole- 
ra pi incipally  aOected  the  lower  orders  of  hociejy, 
and  the  occupation  of  that  part  of  the  communily  in 
tliis  parisli  is  agriculture.  I  am  unable  to  state 
which  of  the  sexes  suflered  most  from  ihe  pestilence, 
my  imjjression  is  that  they  sufl'ered  equally. 
'  No.  .3.  The  su, u.:.ir  OS  J  a(es  in  existence  in  tin's  pa- 
rish, twenty  years  ai^o,  were  Constant  Spring  ;  Little 
Spring;  Norbrook  ;  Cherry  Garden  ;  Somerset ;  Bar- 
bican; Hope;  .Mona;  Papine;  Molynes ;  jMaverly  ; 
Chancery  Hall  ;  VvliiteHali;  Pembroke  Hall;  Wa- 
terhouse;  Temple  Ball ;  Golden  Spring  ;  Hall's  De- 
light. All  of  these  have  been  thrown  up  but  Con- 
stant Spring  ;  Cherry  Garden  ;  Molynes  ;  Golden 
Spring;  ]N'ori)rook  ;  Mona  ;  and  Temple  Hall.  In 
order  to  cultivate  tiiese  and  the  few  coffee  planta- 
tions still  continued  in  cultivation,  the  agricultural 
population  is  fully  adequate,  but  then  that  po[>uia- 
tion  is,  for  the  most  part,  scattered  about.  Some  of 
the  labourers  cultivate  their  own  little  freeholds,  and 
some  occupy  the  lands  of  the  proprietary  as  tenants, 
cultivating  the  esculent  loots  of  the  country,  &c.  to 
maintain  themselves.  AVith  some  very  rare  excep- 
tions they  are  a  worthless  class  of  persons,  idle,  im- 
provident, and  sadly  debauched. 

No.  4.  1  am  unable  to  reply  confidently  to  this 
question.  Before  the  occurrence  of  cholera,  day  la- 
bour was  reduced  to  nine-pence,  but  I  have  reason  to 
think  that  labour  cannot  now  be  procured  readily  at 
that  rate,  especially  in  the  lowland  part  of  this  pa- 
rish. In  the  u|)iand  eastern  district,  w  here  the  cli- 
mate and  soil  are  pecubarly  adapted  to  the  growth 
Sind  cultivation  of  coffee,  I  believe  labour  is  still  pro- 
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cured  at  nine-pence,  {)or  day.  In  payinsj  wages,  I 
believe  the  rent  for  house  and  ground  is  deducted,  and 
1  rather  think  settlements  are  usually  made  weekly. 
The  main  cause  whicli  draws  labour  from  the  estates 
anil  plantation,  is  the  petty  freeiiolJ  and  money  culti- 
vation, of  which  I  spoke  in  my  hist  anssver  to  ques- 
tion three. 

No.  5.  The  out- door  paupers  cost  this  parish,  at 
this  present  time,  rather  more  than  £()oO  per  annum,' 
the  number  of  persons  on  the  out  door  pauper  list,  is 
one  hundred  and  forty  seven.  The  parish  asylum  cost 
about  £200  more.  The  ex  pence  of  graves  and  coffins 
exceeds  £r>0  per  annum,  niakins;  a  total  of  £.900  per 
annum.  I  do  not  think  any  part  of  the  agricultural 
population  al)]e  to  pay  f)r  medical  assistance  indivi- 
dually. Hie  only  way  they  could  procure  it  would 
be  by  each  paying  a  small  sum  yearly  or  half  yearly, 
so  as  to  raise  a  fund,  out  of  which,  when  a  call  was 
made,  the  medical  attendant  might  be  remunerated. 
This  almost  all  have  the  ability  to  do,  but  the  incli- 
nation is  wanting. 

No.  (>.  Three.  Dr.  Pine,  at  Golden  Spring ;  Dr. 
Falconer,  at  Ketreat  Cottage,  near  the  foot  of  .Stoney 
Hill ;  and  S)r.  Downer,  al  Bran's  Delight,  near  Half- 
way Tree.  Tlie  number  is  not  adequate.  There  is 
no  medical  practitioner  in  t!te  east  district,  and  none 
in  the  Red  Hill  district.  These  two  districts  vv'ould 
not  be  attended  by  tiie  three  practitioners  alluded  to. 
The  medical  gentlemen  who  practiced  in  this  parish, 
under  the  old  regime,  were  Hawkins,  Stamp,  Gray,' 
senior.  Gray,  junior,  Downer,  M'Fadyen,  Dallas,  and 
another,  whose  nauie  1  forget ;  all  these  had  full  em- 
ployment. But  independent  of  three  being  inade- 
quate to  attend  in  all  parts  of  so  large  an  area  as  St. 
Andrew's  comprises,  two  out  of  the  three  are  engaged 
in  other  avocations,  and  decline  active  practice,  per 
haps,  however,  it  miglit  be  otlierwise  was  the  remu- 
neration made  equal  to  the  labour  involved. 

No.  7.  There  is  no  dispensary,  there  is,  however, 
an  asylum,  or  poor  house;  into  which  sick  or  decre- 
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pit  poor  persons  are  received,  if  they  procure  and 
present  to  tlie  nuUroii  an  order  signed  by  a  justice, 
churchwarden,  or  vestryman.  Sometimes  such  per- 
sons are  sent  in  from  distant  parts  of  the  parish  in  a 
cart. 

This  institution  is  supported  entirely  by  the  parish, 
and  a  sum  is  raised  for  the  support  of  it  annually  in 
the  ways  and  means  of  the  parish,  under  the  head  of 
*' Poor  Asylum."  A  medical  attendant  is  provid- 
ed for  this  institution,  v/ho  visits  daily.  His  resi- 
dence is  barely  one  mile  from  the  asylum.  There  is 
also  a  matron  and  nurse,  who  reside  in  the  institu- 
tion. The  salary  of  the  medical  attendant  is  £50. 
That  of  the  matron  ±'20,  and  the  nurse  £l2,  per 
annum. 

To  supervise  this  institution  a  committee  is  annual* 
ly  appointed,  who,  wiih  the  churchwardens,  are  ex- 
pected to  visit  it  occasionally,  and  see  that  the  de- 
tails of  it  are  properly  carried  out.  The  persons  re- 
ceived into  this  institution  are  ordinarily  of  the  very 
poorest  description,  and  are  furnished,  during  their 
stay  in  it,  with  coarse  clothing,  marked  Asylum  on 
jt.  Any  person  who  presents  an  order  from  a  jus- 
tice, churchwarden,  or  vestryman,  is  entitled  to  pre- 
scription and  medicines,  if  not  directed  to  be  receiv- 
ed as  an  in-door  patient.  The  buildings  are  parish 
property,  and  the  annual  cost  of  this  institution  va- 
ries from  £200  to  £240. 

]\o.  8.  The  negroes  are  glad  to  get  medicines,  or 
to  be  received  into  the  institution  spoken  of,  in  an- 
swer to  query  No.  7,  and  submit  quietly  to  sucb 
treatment,  as  may  be  directed. 

No.  9.  The  dispensary  act  worked  but  indifferent- 
ly in  St,  Andrew's  ;  the  failure  of  the  act  was  the 
natural  consequence  of  the  very  nature  of  the  act ; 
its  provisions  were  unsuited  to  carry  out  the  object 
contemplated.  No  act,  having  for  its  object  protec- 
tion in  periods  of  sickness  to  the  poor,  and  getting 
for  them  constant  and  efficient  medical  assistance  can 
i^ucceed,  unless  the  medical  assistant  is  adequately 


remunerated,  and  a  fund  raised  adequate  to  remiine-r 
rate  him.  These  two  objects,  duly  attended  to,  the 
detail  could  easily  l>e  worked  out.  Every  dny,  how- 
ever, tliat  is  suficred  to  pass  hy  unheeded,  tends  to 
inrrenso  the  diflicuUy  in  res{3ect  to  the  procuring 
medical  aici  for  tlie  poor  medical  men  are  coi>tinual- 
]y  as  such  diminishing  in  numher,  sonic  leave  thei? 
]>rolession  to  occupy  other  stations  in  society  ;  s:)me 
leave  the  island,  and  others,  (in  many  cases  1  fear,) 
v/orn  down,  broken-lieartetl,  and  half-starved,  pass 
away  from  the  stai>e  of  life.  These  men's  places,  in 
the  present  condiiion  of  society,  can  never  he  filled 
lip.  Already  large  tracts  oi'  land  in  the  rural  districts; 
of  the  island  are  destitLite  of  medical  men,  «nd  rjiedi- 
cal  assistance  cannot  be  obtained  at  uny  price.  Thi^ 
is  the  case  even  in  St.  Andrew's,  which,  from  iis 
oonti;;i'uity  to  King'ston,  ])ossesses  advantages  whicli 
are  not  t(i  be  found  in  titose  parishes  which  arc  re- 
duced to  one  or  two  doctors,  as  the  whole  medical 
Gtaff  of  the  parish. 

No.  10.  I  he  coroner  of  this  parish,  is  John  Ry^iei* 
Brice.  He  was  formerly  the  proprietor  of  a  small 
co^^ee  plantation  in  St.  Thomas  in  thf*  Vale,  he  now 
keeps  a  ship  yard,  at  t!]C  West  end  of  Kingston.  He 
is  remunerated  for  discharging  the  duties  of  coroner 
l)y  fees  and  mileage.  Judging  from  the  proceeds  of 
his  odice,  for  ihehist  two  quarters,  [  should  think  his 
income  might  be  fairly  estimated  at  £300  per  annum, 
or  thereabouts;  i  am  unable  to  iurnish  the  isiforma- 
tion  requirerl  in  the  last  part  Qi  thi3  question.  To 
finish  this  information,  reference  must  be  ina(!e  to  the 
coroner  iiimself  who  has  the  inquisitions  of  the  seve- 
ral inquests  \\3  has  held  since  in  office.  V 

INo.  11.  It  the  othce  of  coFoner  were  necessarily 
fdled  fjy  a  me(b'cal  man,  this  advantage  would  accrue, 
the  coroner  wouiij  then  be  a  man  of  education.  Tho 
duties,  however,  of  coroner,  1  look  upon  to  be  judi- 
cial and  not  medical ;  under  isnch  an  i^nangement, 
many  post  mortem  examinatiotis  might  doubtlesfijiy 
obviated^  iind  the  attei^aattce  of  a  medical  ma^ 
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otherwise,  might  in  many  case,  be  dispensed  with. — 
But  the  coroner  could  not  act  in  the  doulUe  capacity 
to  hohl  the  inquest  and        medical  evidence  also. 

No.  12..  A  register  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages, 
is  kept  or  professed,  rather,  to  be  kept  in  St.  An- 
drew's; but  the  record  is  so  defective,  not  from  any 
neglect  of  the  registrar,  that  the  information  to  be  de- 
siretl  from  it  would  mislead.  I  cannot  say  how  far 
back  this  registration  extends. 

No.  13.  he  record  of  deaths,  being  stated  to  be 
imperfect,  if  consulted,  would  notaffor<l  useful  infur- 
rnation  in  respect  to  the  most  prevalent  causes  of 
death  within  tlie  last  ten  years. 

No,  14.  Many  marriages  take  place  amongst  the 
blacks,  but  illicit  intercourse  between  the  sexes  prc- 
Taiis  to  a  greater  extent  than  marriage.  Chastity  any 
way  is  not  mnch  observed.  1  should  suspect,  bas- 
tard children  to  be  by  far  the  most  numerous.. 

Nc.  !5.  I  cannot5i|jeak  positively  in  answer  to  this 
question.  J  think  the  negroes,  as  a  body  have  retro- 
graded in  civilization  since  Ihey  were  emancipated. — 
Many  0.'" their  African  habits  and  amusements  have 
been  revived,  and  i  suspect  their  African  supersti- 
ticns  are  practised  also,  though  it  is  only  occasional- 
ly that  the  practice  of  them  is  broiight  to  light.  Tliis 
is  a  mere  opinion,  and  will  be  taken  for  just  as  much 
as  it  appears  to  be  worth. 

No.  K).  There  are  mauy  persons,  black  and  other- 
yrise,  who  practice  physic,  but  where  no  doctor  is  to 
be  hud,  the  evil  naturally  springs  up  ;  perhaps  in  tlie 
first  instance  benevolence  dictates  ihe  attempt  to  af- 
ford relief  to  the  sufferer,  and  if  success  follows  the 
attempt,  the  individaal  who  makes  it  is  pressed  into 
the  service  and  iiecomes  a  doctor  per  force,  and  niti- 
mr.tely  gets  his  fee  and  rejoices  in  ids  new  vocation. 
I  caniiot  tell  what  are  the  fees  given  or  received  un- 
der tlio.se  circumstances.  Some  cases  of  the  kind, 
many  yci^^s  ngo,- pame  to  my  knowledge,  in  which  the 
f'wes  exacted  were  consideiahie. 

IS'O.  n*l  am  not  Go^nizant  of  any  instances  in 
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which  deleterioiis  drug^  have  been  used  hy  such  per- 
fions;  neither  do  I  heiieve  fhat  such  cases  have  oc- 
curred through  ignorance.  On  the  contrary,  in  such 
cases  as  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  the  nostrums 
used  liave  been  very  simple,  sucJi,  as  if  they  did  no 
good,  were  not  likely  to  do  any  h<H'm. 

No.  18.  Unquestionably  p-eierence  would  be  given 
to  duly  (jualihed  professional  men,  provided  the  ser- 
vices of  such  could  be  had,  irrespective  of  the  pay- 
ment of  fees.    Tiie  flicl  is,  medical  men  are  unwilling 
now  to  f^ve  tlieir  attenda:ice  unless  their  fees  are  first 
paid  ;  and  oftentimes  the  negroes  really  have  not  the 
money  to  p  ly  ;  and  even  if  tliey  have  it,  they  arc  re- 
luctant to  part  with  it,  and  procrastinate  under  the 
hope  of  amendment  in  the  case  to  save  their  money, 
until  it  becomes  too  late  for  medical  assistance  to 
avail.    It  is  not  in  one  case  out  of  a  hundred,  nay,  ia 
even  a  less  j)roportion,  that  a  fee  will  be  paid,  how^- 
ever  small,  for  prospective  medical  aid.    The  princi- 
j)le  of  a  contract,  negroes  do  not,  or  cannot  under- 
stand ;  ill  respect  of  medical  assistance,  if  they  pay 
a  dollar  they  must  have  a  dollar's  worth,  and  rarely 
do  thev  evince  such  moderation  as  to  be  satisfied  -with 
the  mere  dollar's  worth.    I  was  one  of  the  district 
practitioners  in  this  parish  during  the  existence  of 
the  medical  relief  bill     One  day  a  negro  came  to  my 
house  and  brought  a  ticket,  not  for  himself,  but  for 
his  wife,  and  having  received  the  ticket  and  paid  the 
fee,  he  begged  me  to  come  and  see  her,  as  she  wag 
ill.    I  found,  on  making  the  visit,  she  had  been  two 
days  in  labour.    1  had  an  arduous  attendance  in  a 
miserable  negro  hut  of  many  hours,  and  at  length  I 
was  obliged  to  resort  to  the  use  of  instruments  to 
consummate  the  birth  of  the  infant. 

No.  1.9.  Negro  midwives  and  others  attend  inthess 
c;ises,  and  labours  are  ordinarily  happily  completed. 
Formerly,  wlien  these  midwives  had  the advantuge  of 
the  advice  of  professional  men,  I  found  tiiem  ignorant 
and  unskilled,  "literally  doing  the  things  which  they 
Qug^ht  not  to  have  done,  and  leaving  undone  what  they 
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otiglit  to  have  done."  Still  nature  is  so  kind  that 
ill  a  natural  process,  such  as  parturiiion,  she  is  not 
to  be  thwarted  even  hy  officious  inlerreit-nce,  and  tlie 
Lirth  is  happily  consrimmatefl  ii\  a  vast  nvajoiiiy  of 
cases  in  spite  of  the  malpractice  crtlio  midwiie. 

At  the  present  time,  1  suspect  the  practice  of  these 
ivoraen  to  be  more  deieclive  than  it  used  to  be  under 
the  old  regime,  and  1  dare  sav,  death  sometimes  to 
the  mother,  and  sometimes  to  the  child,  is  the  result. 

l^hen  I  was  in  active  practice,  instance  of  death 
bcciirred  occasionally  from  the  malpractice  of  these 
midvvives,  and  oftentimes  labours  wliich  would  liavc 
terminated  kindly,  have  been  rendered  untoward  by 
improper  early  interference  on  the  part  of  those  peo- 
ple. Under  many  circumstances,  however,  th.ey  are 
useful,  anc!  indeed  their  services  are  indispensihie, 
and  if  an  evil,  a  necessary  evil ;  but  J  looked  upon  it 
that  the  injuries  which  sometimes  result  from  tiieir 
ignorance  is  much  more  than  c(iunterbalanced  by 
the  amount  of  useful  servit^e  rendered. 

No.  20.  infanticide  is,  1  siiould  say,  as  far  as  my 
fexperience  guides  me,  an  uncommon  crime  in  this  is- 
land. That  some  chihiren  are  lost  from  the  false 
practice  of  ignorant  mit(  wives,  there  can  be  no  doubty 
and  the  efiect  of  medical  relief  eOectually  carried  out, 
Xvould  be  to  save  some  lives,  mothers  and  children 
^vhich  arc  occesionaily  lost  during  tlie  parturient  [)ro- 
cess. 

No.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that  to  cstaj 
blish  tiiroughoutlhe  rural  districts,  medical  gentlemen 
^viiosc  province  it  would  be,  l)y  legislative  eniictment^ 
to  attend  the  peasantry  professiciially;  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly acceptalde  to  them,  but  unless  they  were 
pai(i  eacii  oiie  a  stipend  for  his  ser^  icesj  he  could  not 
exist,  and  J  think  it  would  be  useless  to  ofier  less 
than  i:JOO  a  year.  I  hardly  think  competent  and 
<i]ualitied  practitioners  could  be  prevailed  on  to  efc>ta- 
Llish  themselves  in  the  mountainous  districts  of  the 
ijsjand  at  a  less  rate. 

.  No.-  22.  A  medical  relief  tax  is  the  ou\)i  method  bj' 
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M'hicb  a  fund  could  be  raised  at  all,  equal  to  llie  o!)- 
jpct  to  be  carried  out,  such  a  tax  on  the  whole  by 
those  interested  in  its  operation,  would  be  paid  more 
wiiiin-ly,  when  the  peasantry  were  made  to  compre- 
hend tiie  motive  of  the  tax,  thaji  any  other  tax  now 
in  existence.    But  tiiat  is  not  the  question.    All  di- 
rect taxes  are  paid  unwillingly  by  all  persons,  and  the 
great  land-ownerss  who  are  taxed  less  heavily  in  pro- 
i)orlion  than  any  of  the  other  classes  of  society,  grum- 
ble most  to  pay  their  taxes,  nolens  vokms.    If  the 
measure  of  medical  relief  is  necessary,  levy  it,  and 
let  tliose  whose  duty  it  is  to  collect  it,  deal  with  the 
question  of  gathering-  it  in     Some  questions  are  most 
easily  settled,  not  by  temporising  with  the  parties, 
but  by  boldi y  walking  up  to  the  bull,  and  taking 
him  at  once  by  the  horns.    No  contribution,  how- 
ever small,  if  left  to  the  option  of  the  j)arties  to  be 
benefitfed,  will  ever  be  realized.    No  &;ystem  will  an- 
swer to  raise  a  fund  but  the  imposition  of  a  direct 
tax.    This  is  a  subject  which  once  engaged  my  earn- 
est attention,  and  1  drew  out  the  rough  sketch  of  a 
bill,  and  sent  it  to  Mr.  Raynes  W.  Smith,  who  was 
the  originator  of  the  measure  of  medical  relief.  The 
bill  he  <ire\v  up  was  thrown  out  of  the  assembly,  and 
another  bill  was  introduced,  by  some  other  member 
and  that  passed,  and  1  rather  think  a  second  bill, 
nearly  similar  to  the  first.    When  this  first  bill  had 
run  its  course,  Mr.  Smith  applied  for  a  committee  to 
prepare  a  bill  on  evidence.    1  was  summoned  to  at- 
tend tliat  committee,  but  no  committee  ever  sat,  and 
be  requested  me  to  give  him  my  idea  on  the  subject 
of  medical  relief,  which  I  did,  and  if  it  be  not  de- 
titroyed,  he  has  the  paper  I  wrote  still  in  his  posses- 
sion.   1  have  no  rough  draft  of  the  plan  1  then  sug* 
geslcd,  and  am  therefore  unable  to  do  more  at  the 
present  mon^.ent  than  to  give  a  crude  and  brief  out- 
line of  the  nature  of  the  enactment  I  suggested,  and 
1  aril  still  of  opinion  that  some  such  method,  as  1  then 
devise,  wo?dd  succeed  best.    1  refer  to  the  appendix 
\vhich  accompanies  this  document* 


174 


Appendix. 


No.  2:3.  A  ^raal!  .supply  of  medicines  is  kept  at  the 
parochial  asylum,  hut  insuHicient  to  serve  in  case  of 
the  outbre;ik  of  any  severe  epidemic.  I'he  fact  is 
medical  relief;  ot  any  descripLion,  is  rendered  most 
nnwiliingly  by  the  aitthfu  ities  of  this  parish,  and  eve- 
ry account  presented  to  the  vestry,  by  a  medical  man, 
for  attendance  rendered  to  any  member  of  thiC  poorer 
orders  of  tiie  community,  is  seldom  passed  williout 
impertin ances  ;.nc{  unmeriled  opposition. 

Appendix  rcj an cd  lo  hif  Dr.  DaiomTy  in  (uisiccr  to 

gitesfiou  No.  22. 

In  order  to  accMmnlatc  a  funfl  to  remunerate  medi- 
cal men  for  rendering-  professional  aid  to  ihe  labour- 
ing classes  of  society  in  this  island,  1  think  a  tax  on 
tlie  person,  and  not  on  property,  Avouid  be  the  pre- 
f e  ra  b  1  e  ra  (m)  e  oft  a  x  a  t  i  o  n . 

The  pcr:>ons  to  b»e  becefsted  out  of  the  fund  are  not 
property  persons,  many  of  them  p()ssessiu,cj  none  in 
their  own  right,  tiK:;refore  these  persons  shouUi  pay  a 
quota  in  the  raising;  of  sucii  fund,  far  larger  in  propor- 
tion than  tliose  pay  vvho  are  to  receive  no  personal 
benefit  from  the  imposition  of  the  tax. 

1st.  1  would  therefore  suggest  a  per  ca[)i{a  tax,  re- 
gulated Ijyascale,  respective  of  the  number  in  family 
of  each  householder  in  the  parish,  wisether  such 
householder  be  a  mere  labourer,  located  on  a  planta- 
tion, a  tenant,  or  a  freehrslder.  The  scale  to  decrease 
in  proportion  to  each,  as  the  number  in  flimiiy  in- 
creases— thus, 

i^r  1  in  a  family,   Os.     For  G  in  a  family,  10s. 
2         ,,      "    lOs.  7  I7s. 


2nd.  I  vv'ou'.d  su^^gest  at  the  usual  time  of  givin;^-  in 
ft  statement  of  taxable  property  for  the  year,  every 
householder,  be  he  rich  oi*  poor,  sbould  be  bound 
under  a  penalty,  to  be  recovered  summarily,  to  give 


3 
4 
5 


J2s. 
15s. 


10  or  more, 


18s. 
IPs. 
20p, 
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in,  together  with  his  taxiible  property,  (if  he  possesses 
any,)  a  statement  of  tlie  nuinber  of  persons  of  which 
his  family  is  composed,  i?ctting-  forth  the  names  of  eacli, 
and  distin2;ui,^hin<;-  the  sexes,    i^iit  as  very  few  of  the 
lower  classes  of  society  in  this  ishind  are  able  to 
write,  itsiioald  be  provided  under  such  circumstances 
that  the  return  should  be  made  to  the  clerk  of  the 
vestry,  viva  voce,  and  an  enrolment  made  by  him  in 
a  book,  cut  in  alphabet,  ad.ipted  for  the  purpose,  and 
after  the  time  had  expired  for  making  such  returns, 
the  clerk  of  ilje  vestry  should  enter  in  the  same  book 
tha  names  of  all  those  persons,  and  the  several  mem- 
bers of  their  families  who  had  made  returns  in  writ- 
ing.   1  really  cannot  understand  why  the  28th  March 
should  be  chosen  as  the  time  at  which  the  ordinary 
tax  returns  should  be  made,  or  within  twenty  days 
after.    1  think  the  allowance  of  time  insufficient  and 
would  therefore  suggest  that  the  returns  should,  for 
t!ie  future,  l)e  made  on  the  lOth  day  of  February,  or 
not  later  tliau  the  lOth  of  April,  wiii(di  would  be  a 
sufficient  allowance  of  time.    Tiie  registration  of  the 
several  persons  with  the  numerical  strength  of  each 
family  being  thus  made,  the  general  tax  rolls  might 
issue  as  tliey  do  at  present. 

3rd.  Soon  after  tiie  accounts  are  made  out  and  is- 
sued, the  collecting  constables  of  the  several  parish- 
es should  !>e  required  to  attend  at  the  court  house  of 
the  parish,  or  at  some  certain  and  convenient  loca- 
tion, a  certain  number  of  days  every  week,  and  for 
certain  number  of  hours  on  those  davs,  both  to  re- 
ceive  tax  accounts  Which  might  be  offered  to  be  paid, 
^ind  to  issue  others  not  yet  delivered,  and  if  tax  ac- 
counts generally  were  madethr»s  deliverable  and  pay- 
able, the  general  collection  of  the  revenue  would  be 
facilitated,  and  the  coilections  be  augmented. 

41  h.  On  payment  of  every  tax  account,  it  should 
be  required  of  the  person  paying,  to  make  a  solemn 
declaration  whether  he  is,  or  is  not  in  a  condition  of 
life,  and  in  circumstances  to  avail  himself  necessarily 
pf  the  beuevoleat  provisions  of  the  loedicaj  rdief  bUl, 
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nnd  in  such  declaration  beinj?  made  in  the  affirmative 
his  name  should  he  entered  hy  the  coliectiiijj  consta-^ 
hie,  in  a  register  book,  cut  in  alphoLet,  as  a  |)erson 
entitled  to  medical  relief  under  the  hill,  and  ti:e  {.ro- 
duction  of  the  receipt  of  the  coHectiuiV  C(»nsJal)ies 
when  he  shall  have  duly  paid  his  taxes,  should  enti- 
tle such  person,  and  each  member  of  his  family,  for 
one  year  ''rom  the  date  of  each  receipt,  to  all  the  be- 
nefits of  the  biii. 

5th.  On  declaration  being  made  in  the  riep:ative  l)y 
any  tax  payer,  his  name  should  also  he  enrolled  in  a 
.si»milar  rei^ister,  and  on  payment  of  his  account,  one 
fifth  of  the  medical  relief  tax  should  be  refunded  to 
him  by  the  collecting:  constable  of  the  parish,  and  his 
receipt  should  be  endorsed,  entitled  to  medical  re- 
lief." 

Cth.  Parishes  should  be  divided  into  districts,  con- 
formably to  their  localities,  and  then  again  into  sec- 
tions, as  many  as  might  be  requisite. 

7th.  A  medical  attendant  should  be  aj)puintrd  to 
each  district,  and  a  salary  appointed  to  the  dvities  hs 
wouJd  have,  (or  might  be  supposed)  he  would  have  to 
perform.  An  allowance  should  also  lje  provided  for 
a  supply  of  requisite  medicines,  &c.,  which  should  ba 
kept  at  the  house  of  such  medical  attendant,  a  room 
therein,  or  out  room  being  provided  by  him  as  a  dis- 
pensary and  surgery. 

8th.  The  district  surgeon  should  be  required  to  re- 
main at  home  for  one  or  two  hours  every  day,  and  the 
time  should  be  fixed  and  nnalterable  to  prescribe  for 
any  persons  who  might  wait  on  him  at  that  period  of 
the  day.  And  such  district  surgeon  should  be  bound 
to  prescribe  for  such  persons,  furnish  them  with  medi- 
cines, and  administer  professionally  to  them,  provid- 
ed the  <:ollecting  constables  receipt  on  the  first  \'\* 
sit  produced,  shewing  they  were  entitled  to  the  pre* 
visions  of  the  bill. 

9th.  On  the  production  of  such  receipt,  the  name 
of  the  person  so  applying  for  professional  assistance 
ijiould  be  enrolled,  i>y  the  djstri<?t  sijr^e^)i3|  ia  a  r^* 
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Igisterliook,  cut  in  alphabet,  and  a  card  slioulfl  be 
Turnisbed  with  his  name  written  thereon,  and  t\\tt 
nainen  of  iho  several  numbers  of  his  family  &liould 
;also  be  stateii  in  the  date  ofenrolment,  anfl  date  of  the 
(.'ollecting  consUible's  receipt.  The  production  of 
this  card,  at  any  ftiiure  time,  shonid  entitle  such  per- 
son and  such  niimber  of  liis  family  to  raedical  atten'- 
dance,,  either  at  the  dispensary  of  the  surgeon,  or  at 
.t!i3  resid-ence  of  the  person  enrolled  for  the  year  as 
herein  before  stated. 

lOth.  Ill  all  cases  in  which Tt  would  not  prove  in- 
.jiirious  |;o  tlie  hi^alth  of  tlis  patient,  tlie  person  enti- 
tled to  medical  relief,  and  the  several  members  of  his 
family,  ^Iiould  be  bound  to  seek  advice  at  the  dispen- 
sary, circumstances  being  uth-erwise,  the  surgeoa 
should  |je  bound  to  visit  the  patient. 

Jith.  Ail  cases  •shociil  be  atienderl  by  the  snr2:eon, 
whether  involving- the  daties  of  physician,  snri^eon, 
or  accoucheur,  without  any  extra  charge  ;  ordinary 
cases  in  midwifery  excepted,  which  the  inidwives  of 
the  parish  are  eornpetent  to  atten.i  to. 

A  commissioner  siiouhl  be  appainted  (o  each 
section,  wh;)  sliould  lorni  a  board  to  superintend  the 
fluties  of  'the  district,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace 
-shoultl  be  located  in  the  district,  he  shoidd  virluta 
officii  be  the  chairman  of  such  board,  and  if  mortj 
than  one,  the  senior  ju«tice  in  sikch  district  should, 
be  the  chairman. 

i'ith,  it  should  be  the  duty  of  each  commissioner 
to  ascertain  whether  returns  have  been  duly  made  by 
t'acli  hou^^dliolder  in  his  district,  awd  power  »haidd 
be  given  him,  nndfr  the  bill,  -to  presec^ite  and  brinj2j 
to  puni^bvneut  idl  delinqueiTts  who^enileavour  to  cvad-e 
payment  of  the  medical  relief  lax. 

Nth.  It  should  be  the  dutj^ i^^yf  fhe  ■frr.rg-eon  of  tiie 
^tlistrict,  evt.ry  quarter,  to  ^transmit  to  the  chairuKin  of 
.the  district,  a  list  of  patientLi  enrolled,  ihe  names  of 
the  several  mend^ers  of  their  faniiiies,  being  set  fortk 
ia  a  sejjera.te  9i)luiDn  in  sucji  iist^  und  the  eameiShGuM 
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be  nrranged  alphabetically  ;  clisepcses  trentrd,  and 
deaths  occuring  in  his  practice,  being  set  forth  toge- 
ther, with  such  other  inforiLaiion  or  suggestions  as  he 
inigl)t  consider  it  iiiciUTibent  on  hi:n  to  make  to  liis 
district  board. 

15th.  The  bill  should  make  it  imperative  on  the 
coroner,  to  hold  an  inquest  o\er  any  person  who 
might  die  in  any  district  ot*  the  parish,  of  \vhom  he 
might  h.ave  inforiTi:Uion,  that  deatlj  occi;rrc{i  incon- 
sequence of  no  medi'*nl  man  havin^i  seen  or  prescribed 
for  the  deceased  in  that  liis  last  illness,  and  rigorous 
prosecution,  under  such  cases,  of  wilfid  no'dect  or 
..evasion  of  the  medical  relief  tax,  should  be  ])rov:dcd 
jas  consequential  and  iniperative  under  the  bill. 

I6'ih.  1  lie  register  should  be  kept  optn  at  the  e<  1- 
iecting  constable's  ofiice  throughout  the  vvhole  pf  the 
first  year,  to  give  every  facility  for  a  complete  and 
entire  enrolrrient  of  all  persons  liable  to  the  mediral 
relief  tax,  (ui<ler  the  biii,  and  any  person  should  bo 
entitled  to  enroll  his  name,  at  any  time,  on  payment 
of  a  surcharge  of  one-fifth  more  than  the  tax  as  set 
forth  by  the  scale. 

17th.  Every  person  found  to  evade  the  tax  to  be 
liable  to  prosecution  summarily  on  information  laid 
i)cfore  any  one  justice,  and  liable  to  fine,  not  less 
than  twice  the  amount  of  what  his  medical  relief  tax 
■would  have  been,  nor  more  than  four  times  the 
amount — one  lialf  to  go  to  the  poor  of  ihe  parisli,  and 
in  augmentation  of  the  medical  reh'effund,  and  the 
Vv'hole  payable  into  the  hands  ^)f  the  collecting  con- 
stable on  conviction,  or  to  stand  commiiteil  to  tlie 
penitentiary  for  any  nund^er  of  days,  not  exceed- 
ing days,'tmlcss  in  ihe  mean  time  lire  and 

costs,  be  fully  paid. 

18th.  The" several  district  surgeons  to  be  liaide  to 
fine,  r\ct  exceeding  i*  for  each  case  of  wiUul  neg- 
lect proved  again.-t  i»im,  or  misconduct  i/i  the  dis- 
(:harge  of  the  professional  duties  of  bis  district,  the 
9£^s^  tjO  be  surarQcM-ily  disposed  qf  in  petty  sessipnsi^ 


ftnd  hy  information  on  oath  before  any  one  justice  of 
tiie  peace  ;  fine  anrJ  cost,  if  not  paid  in  court,  to  be 
stopt  out  of  l)i.s  next  iiccriiin^  fjfiarter^s  stipend. 

1  iilh.  Surgeons  of  districts  to  be  paid  theifstipends 
quarterly,  l>y  the  parish  treasurer,  on  their  account 
being  attested  hy  the  chairman  of  their  districts- 

•20lh.  The  monies  accruing"  from  the  medical  relief 
lax,  (o  be  paid  into  one  of  the  banks  every  quarter, 
by  the  several  coiiectiu!^  constables,  a  seperate  ac- 
count thereof  beins-  rendered  into  the  cjiiarterlv  tes- 
tries,  such  fund  beinj^  kept  distinct  and  ex'clusive  of 
ail  Other  taxes.  An  account  also  of  all  fines  accruing 
under  the  acr,  to  be  added  to  such  fund,  a  separate 
and  di^=tinct  account  being  kept  of  ihem  also. 

•2Ist.  No  relief  whatever  of  this  tax  to  be  grante:]# 
except  the  case  be  first  exaraineri  into  by  the  chair- 
men of  the  several  districts  of  the  parish,  assembled 
in  coinmiLtee,  of  which  not  less  than  three  to  l)e  a 
quoruiT!,  of  whom  one  must  necessarily  be  the  chair- 
Man  of  the  district  to  ^^vhich  the  applicant  seeking  re- 
lief shall  belong.  On  such  examination  being  so 
made,  relief  may  be  rccomrneiided  by  such  committee 
for  the  whole,  or  a  jiart,  of  the  tax,  on  the  ground  that 
tlie  applicant  is  really  and  truly  too  poor  to  pay  it. 
On  such  recommendation  so  made,  the  vestry  to  b{* 
empowered  to  pass  and  confirm  the  relief  in  ques* 
tion. 

22nd.  District  surgeons  to  be  bound  to  afford  me- 
dical aid  in  all  cases  of  pauperism  and  actual  desti- 
tution, on  certificate  furnished  by  the  commissionei' 
of  section,  and  to  be  authorized  to  recommend  to  the 
churchwardens  of  the  parish  for  such  pecuniary  relief* 
as  the  destitution  of  the  case  may  seem  to  him  to 
warrant. 

^  2:}rd.  The  justices  and  veslr}'  lo  he  empowered,  if 
they  deem  it  necessary,  during  liie  lirst  year  of  the 
operation  of  the  i)iil,  to  borrow  from  any  banki  ng  es- 
tablishment, such  additional  sum  over  a"nd  above  the 
ttmouftt  of  the  taxes  as  may  appear  to  them  requisite 
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to  carry  into  successful  effect,  the  provisions  of  tte 
bill. 

24tli,  Jnsdces  ami  voslry  to  be  empov/ered,  after 
tlie  termination  of  the  first  year,  to  lay  sucli  addition, 
al  tax,  on. such,  property,,  as-  may  he  taxable  in  the- 
current  year,  as  may  be  necc;v-5ary  to-  increase  the- 
medical  relief  fund,  toasum  adequate  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  bill,  i^i  respect  of  the  past  vear,  and 
the  year  then  cnrrent. 

25th.  S':ale  laid  down,  to  be  subject  to  alleratioa 
and  modification,  and  the  provisions'of  the  bill,  other- 
-wise,  to  be  so  subject  in  the  next  sessions  of  the  as- 
sembly.. . 

20t!3.  linactment  shoukl  not  be  (cr.  a  less  period, 
than  live  vears. 

Answers  of  Dr.  Slewarl  to  circular  of  8tk  Sfptan- 

^r;v  18.31. 

Pedro  District,  Claremoiit,  P.  Q: 

St,  AniLs^  September  1851. 

^erUhmcn^ 

riiave  received  your,  circular  renuestinjj:  informa- 
t\o\\  res|>ecting.  the  ^^anitary  sUite^  6cc.  of  the  district 
in  the  circuit  of  my  practice. 

1  have  to  info 5un  you  lliat  the  ext.rnmc  length  of  this 
district  from  my  residence  is  fifieen  miles,  ^i'here  is. 
no  public  divf^penHary  iiere,  and  only  my  o\vn  Ibr  the 
Gonjpofindiii.g'  and  ^..ale  of  medicines. 

This  (bs-trict,  and  tti'ie  adjoining  one,  the  Moncas^ne, 
bave  been  general] V  health v  dudiiir  the  live  years  th.at  L 
bave  practiced  in  them,  but  sickness  lias  been  more- 
prevalent,  in.  J  his^ycar,  irrespeetive  ol'.  ch.olera,,  than  in 
anv  precedins:  of  my  lersidence  here.    Acute  disease 
T)earrj  n-o  GOinparison  in  frequer*cy-  liere  to  thai  of  its 
<?ccurren,.s8  iu;the  lowland.s.    Yet  l  anKav.'are  there  is 
much  of  a  chronic  nature,  totailv  neglected  and  im-. 
provided  for,  oithcj*  !>v  attendance  or  medicines.    M  v 
«^ispQiisary  is  siUiatcd  in. the  marktet  and  postto.vViLa^ 
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CTnremont,  being  sinTicienlly  central  for  tlie  Piip])ly  of 
medirines  to  tlie  Pedro  district.  A  dispensary  assist- 
ant is  always  in  attendance,  and  lam  there  on  a  a: 
average  of  iive  days  m  the  week.  Avt  St.  Anns-Bay,, 
ten  miles  to  the  N.W.  of  (Jlarein^^nt,  an  al)nndant 
tiupply  of a.11  m^d icin<es and  appliaruces,  can  ^^je  obtained 
from  \\y<}.  resklenX  practitioner,  and  from  Keveral 
Ntores  in  Hie  town  ;  but  at  the  Moneague,  which-is  the 
market  viihi«;e,  at  the  other  extremity  of  my  district,. 
1  think  it  highly  desirable  that  a  well  constituted 
dis])ansary  siioul-l  be  established^  and  I  would  vvill- 
iii::c!v  ua>lertake  tiu?  responsibility  m.yself,,  buX  from  a 
conviction,  tiia.t  withom  some  assistance,.;!,  pecuniary 
I0.SS  would  be  the  result.  At  the  Moneag.ue,  medi- 
cines may  cei'tainly  he  purchased  at  the  stores,  but 
as  there  is  no  n^edical  pracliitionei?  for  many  miles  to- 
the  eastward  of  lh«  village,  the  district  being  recent- 
ly relinquished  by  J)r.  j^onald  of  St.  Mary's-,  it  is, 
obviously  important  that  a  duly  qualified  and  recog- 
nized dispenvoary  &ly)uhl  be  at  band,  not  only  to  en- 
sure an  adecpiate  supply  of  drugs,  but  also  to  advise,, 
in  slight  cas^s>  an-d  t©  commamicatfr  wltlv  me  when  re- 
quisite, also  as  a  point  accessible  to  the  pnblic,  ta 
diffuse  vaccination.  The  di,stricts  above  mentioned, 
are  at  pj-esent  healthy. 

1  am,  gentlemenv 

Your  obedient  servant,. 
(Signed,)  JAMES  STEW  A IIT. 

Answers  of  the  hmwm^)ie  Bn/an  Edwards  to  circular- 

of  ^th  September y  1851v 

Sj)anish-  Towny  October  4tky  J  85 1 , 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  ^o.  a'cLnowIedige-yonr  letter  of  18ll> 
Septeini^er,  requiring,  on  the  part  of  thiC  committee  of 
the  Central  Bjard  of  Beaith,  a  statement  of  the  pre- 
sent sanitarv  condition  and  requirements  of  (he  pa- 
i^of      Tlionicis  in  the  Vale,  previously  to  ansAver- 
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ing  the  queries  snhjoined,  by  their  direction  to  your 
letter. 

In  reply  thereto,  I  h^^ve  to  str.to,  that  with  tl)c  ex- 
ception of  infineaza,  whicli  was  a  few  weeks  hack, 
generally,  and  in  some  localities,  severely  prevalent', 
r.he  f^-eneral  iiealth  of  the  parish  has  been  satisfactory,' 
so  far  as  I  know,  ever  since  t!ie  disa]ipearaiice  of  the 
cholera. 

Cases  of  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  and  cliolera,  have 
from  time  to  time  appeared,  and  in  sosne  instances 
have  terminated  fatally;  biU  this  class  of  disecise  has 
probably,  and  not  unnalurally,  required  an  undue 
share  of  importance,  in  cooseqaence  of  the  visitatioa 
last  year. 

With  respect  to  the  requirements"  of  the  parish  ; 
tliey  may  l)e  summonerl  up  shorJly,  as  befn^^^  the  ser- 
Tices  of  an  additional  nuinher  of  medical  practition- 
ers; and  ihe  insticdiion  of  some  sort  of  dispentiarv, 
or  other  means  of  aMoniing;  medical  and  suriiicai  re- 
lief and  medicines,  at  a  reasonable  rate,  to  the  labour- 
ing classes. 

At  present  (here  is  notliin,!^  of  tlie  sort  v/liatever ; 
and  for  medical  practiJoners,  there  arc?  but  two^  for 
a  district  extensive  enough  to  keep  in  exercise  the 
skill  of  double  the  number,  and  whic-h  Ought  to  be 
able  to  afford  remuneration  suilicient  for  liiem  all. 

Though,  thus  in  answer  to  the  committee's  enqui- 
ries, I  have  staled  what  the  parish  wants,  I  am  by  no 
means  prepared  to  point  out,  or  even  to  suggest,  how 
these  requirements  are  to  be  supplied. 

Thus  much  is  certain,  the  laljouring  classes  will 
do  nothing:  in  this  wav  to  !ie!p  themselves. 

1  have  myself  oP/ered  repeatedly,  that  is  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1838,  and  several  times  since,  to  supply  ail 
common  medicines  gratuitously,  and  to  make  up  in 
money,  what  might  be  required  to  engage  the  regidar 
attendance  of  a  luedical  man,  provided  tiie  people 
living  on  my  property,  or  within  reach,  woid(l  sub* 
Bcribe  one  dollar  a  year  each  ;  and  these  cfTers  hava 
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been  as  repeateilly  rejected  or  disregarded.    And  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  luine  has  not  been  ihe 
only  proposivioii  which  has  met  the  same  fate. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed,)  BRYAN  EDWARDS, 

Cuslos  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale. 

JUonteiro-Ba:/,  St.  James\ 

iSth  October,  1851. 

Sir,  • 

1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter,  of  the  iBih  ultimo,  having  queries  from 
the  Central  Board  of  Health  annexed  thereto,  and 
request  in. i!:,  prior  to  my  answering  them,  "  a  state- 
ment or  the  present  sanitary  condition  and  require- 
ments" of  the  parish  of  8t.  James. 

In  complying  with  that  wish,  J  beg  to  say  that 
there  is  not,  iu^t  now,  anv  ijjeneral  sickness  within  its 
limits. 

Some  time  ago  influenza  was  prevalent,  and  al- 
thoJigh,  coinmonly  mild  in  its  character,  it  neverthe- 
less ijiducerl  in  some  persoiis,  and  especially  in  the  el- 
derly, bronchial  affections  which  varied,  of  course  in 
severity  ;  but  tidsflisease  lias  nearly  altogether  disap- 
peared ;  diariha^a  lias,  1  understand,  shewn  itself  in 
some  of  the  rural  districts,  and  so  have  other  forms 
of  intestinal  disease,  but  it  is  difticnlt  to  arrive  at  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  tlieir  character  in  such  locali- 
ties. Cases  of  cholera  have  also  occurred  during  the 
last  four  weeks.  Tiiis  disease  has  not  assumed  that 
virulence  which  marked  the  late  epidemic  at  its  on- 
set ;  but  it  has,  at  the  same  time,  been  so  severe  as  to 
be  very  fatal ;  and  the  cases  have  increased  in  num- 
ber within  the  last  few  dayoJ. 

In  respect  to  the  sanitary  requirements  of  this  pa- 
rish, it  appears  to  me  to  be  necessary,  that  the  direc- 
tions which  are  contained  in  the  first  seven  sections 
of  the  regulations  issued  by  the  Central  Board  of 
liealthjn  th^  Jamaica  Gazette,  of  the  l  lth  ultimo^^ 
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*^houl(l  be  rei^iilarly  carried  out,  but  on  these  poin^ 
iliere  are  (liliiculiies. 

Our  constabulary  force  on  wliich  we  should  look 
'for  assistance  in  the  town,  at  least,  nnlil  a  better  ar- 
rangeinent  com!<I  be  made,  (h)e.s  not  as  at  preseni 
constituted,  afford  any  one  person  posses^sed  of  »suffi- 
•cient  weight  of  character  to  (ill  tlie  oflice  required  by 
the  seventh  .section,  and  thusaii.ses  a  very  great  ini- 
■pedinieut.  I  tiieref<u-e  think  it. advisable.,'  tlrat  some 
step  siionld  be  taken  to  give  it  eMect,  and  tiiat  the 
j)erson  who  may  hold  rise  office,  sbouJd  perform  i»s 
duties  with  unbiassed  steadiness  of. purpose. 

Connected  with  this  snbiect  is  the  want  of  medical 
practitioners  in  the  rural  .(li>trictfc;  of  tiie  parish  :  and 
J  believe  that  it  is  admitted  by  every  intelligent  per- 
;Son,  that  if  practicable,  encou.ri]g.einent  should*  be 
.given  to  their  establishing  themselves  therein. 
1  have  the^honor  to  Ive,  Sir, 

Yo-ur  most  obedient  ^<ervant, 
(Signed,)  G.  M.  LAVVSON,  M.  D. 

■  Custos,  St.  James. 
To  the  Sccrtiarij  of  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  KincjUon. 

■Ausicers  of  Dr.  I^awsou  lo  the  queslians  appended  to 
circular  ^Ui  September ^  1 85 1 . 

No.  1.  T*here  are,  1  learn,  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty seven  square  miles  three  quarters  in  the  parish  of 
8t.  James.  One  town,  Montego-Bay,  and  several 
villages  are  in  it.  Tiie  land  is  chiedy  mountanions. 
The  highways  leading  to  the  inhabited  localities  are, 
for  the  most  part,  good  ;  but  the  bye-tracts  branch- 
ing off  from  them  to  the  inter:ior  .habitations  of  the 
negroes  very  generally  l)ad,  in  taat,  dangerous,  ia 
many  instances,  for  one  on  h;>rse.back. 

No.  *2.  '^lle^^:ensn^!  of  1844  gav.e  n  population  in 
St.  James  of  twcnty-fme  thousand  live  hundred  and 
twelve.  The  number  of  inhabitants.,  -l)y  Ixirths  and 
ctherw'ise,  may  ba-ve  increased  to  J>elween  two  and 
three  thousands,  after  ^allowing  a  deduction  for 
^ifleath^  saj  the^  it  "lias  Incx^tised  to  ^tweatj-ci^bi 
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thousand.  The  number  of  deaths  from  cholera  were 
about  two  thousand  five  hundred,  as  nearly  as  could 
be  computed.  The  population  then,  may  now  be 
.said  to  be,  in  round  numbers,  twentj-three  thousand. 

No,  3.  There  are,  in  cultivation,  in  the  parish  of 
St.  James,  fifty-seven  sugar  estates  and  four  penns 
for  the  breeding:  of  stock.  The  demand  for  labour 
on  these  properties,  the  sugar  estates  in  particular,  is, 
I  am  informed,  much  greater  than  the  supply. 

No.  4.  The  amount  of  wages  paid  to  an  estates  la- 
bourer is,  I  understand,  one  shilling  per  task,  some- 
times one  shilling  and  six  pence  ;  and  the  task  is  fin- 
ished in  a  space  of  time  varying  from  four  to  six 
hours.  The  wages  are  generally  paid  weekly  ;  but 
sometimes,  every  fortnight.  There  are  also  rare  in- 
stances in  which  they  are  paid  monthly.  The  pay- 
ments are  made  in  coin.  The  people,  according  to 
my  information,  are  not  willing  to  work,  and  in  illus- 
tration it  may  be  observed^  that  notwithstandmg  the 
facility  with  which  they  do  their  task,  and  the  early 
hour  at  which  it  is  finished,  they  can  scarcely  ever  be 
got  to  take  a  second  one  in  the  same  day  ;  but  when 
they  have  done  so,  there  are  instances  in  which  they 
have  completed  it  by  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.,,, 
and  by  which  time  each  of  them  has  earned  three 
shillings  for  that  day's  work.  The  system  of  task 
work  was  established  during  the  apprenticeship,  and 
the  negroes  were  taught  to  consider  the  cleaning  of 
a  certain  number  of  cane  roots  a  days  work  ;  this 
they  desire  to  adhere  to,  and  I  have  information  that 
they  prefer  taking  one  shilling  for  cleaning  three 
hundred  cane  roots  as  a  day's  work,  to  working  con- 
tinuously, at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  and  six- pence 
for  four  hundred  roots.  The  negro  is  naturally 
of  indolent  habits,  and  his  unwillingness  to  work 
may  be  thus  accounted  for  :  13 is  wants  are  few 
and  having  it  in  his  power  to  supply  them  readily  by 
moderate  labour,  he  is  enabled  also  to  indulge  his 
<lisposition.  Besides  these  causes,  the  cultivation  of 
ibis  provision  grounds  affords  him  such  ample  retiirjis 
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fi,s,  in  numerous  instances,  to  rentier  him  intlepend. 
ent  of  his  wages  as  a  labourer.  Durinj^  the  seasoa 
of  crop,  the  labourers  work  tive  days  in  each  week  ; 
but  Lil  other  times  of  the  year  only  four;  and  they 
take  many  holidays  at  Easter,  in  August,  and  at 
Ciiristmas. 

]\'o.  0.  There  are  two  hundred  and  twenty  persons 
on  the  pauper  relief  list  of  the  parish  ofSt.  Jauies, 
%vho  leceive  parochial  aid  weekly;  but  it  is  iuipos- 
sibie  forme  to  form  an  accurate  idea  of  the  number 
\vho,  from  sickness,  age,  or  other  disa'.)ilir.y,  are  un- 
able to  contribute  anything  for  providing  themselves 
"with  medicines  and  medical  alteiidanoe.  1  should 
think  however,  that  the  number  is  large. 

No.  6.  There  are  seven  medical  practitioners  in 
the  parish  oi  St.  James.  Five  of  tliem  reside  in  the 
town  of  Montego-Bay,  and  the  remaining  two  in  the 
rural  districts.  Tlie  residence  of  one  of  tlie  hitter,  is 
aliout  «i\'  milcB  from  Monte?;o-Bay,  in  a  southwardly 
direction  ;  and  that  of  the  other  at  the  Tillage  of 
Good- Will,  distant  from  the  above  named  town, 
about  Ofteen  miles,  and  to  the  eastward  of  it. 

ISo.  7.  There   is  a  hospital  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Janies,  about- a  mile  distant  from  Montego-Bay,  for 
the  reception  of  seamen  and  j)aupers ;  and  a  poor 
hoi'.se  in  that  town  to  which  the  destitute  are  sent 
arid  in  which  chronic  diseases  are  treated.    Tiiere  is 
not  a  dispeusary  in  the  parish.    Tv/o  medical  men 
are  appointed  to  attend  at  the  hospital,  at  a  salary  of 
seventy-iive  pounds,  each  per  annum,  and  it  is  sup- 
ported by  a  tax  on  the  vessels  trading  to  the  port  of 
Montego-B;iy,  and  on  the  parish  also.    There  ^arc 
two  medical  attendaiiis  to  the  poor  house  at  a  salary 
of  twenty- eigiit  pounds  each,  per  annum.    A  sur- 
geon is  appointed  also,  to  attend  the  out  door  poor  of 
ihs  parish  at  tlieir  own  residences,  at  one  hundred 
pounds,  per  annum.    The  medical  men  reside  at 
Montego-Bay. 

No.  y.  As*^ there  is  not  a  dispensary  in  the  parish 
of  St.  JaRes,  au  answer  cannot  be  givea  to  the  first,. 


part  of  this  query;  but  as  regards  the  Seconal,  dei 
fjirins:  to  know  \{' ihc  ne^vo  population  are  willing  to 
submit  to  the  discipline  and  merlical  treatment,  pro- 
vided for  the  sick  in  the  hospital,  1  would  say  that 
they  A  ery  i»eneraliy  yield  to  them.  But  thenumbef 
of  such  admissions*  has  not  as  yet  been  large,  ;is 
there  was  at  one  time  much  relnctance  on  the  part  of 
these  people  to  go  to  the  hospital.  That  feelings  how- 
ever, is  wearing  off. 

No.  9.  It  did  not;  The  l*-ibouring  people  very  ge* 
nernily  were  averse  to  pay  for  medical  attendance, 
and  to  induce  them  to  do  so,  credit,  a  system  not 
coritem})Lited  by  the  act,  was  given  in  many  in- 
stances ;  nevertheless,  a  few  of  tliem  only  kept  their 
eagagements.  The  act  compelled  the  medical  prac- 
titioners, who  accepted  appointments  under  it,  to  re- 
ceive, as  patients,  any  of  those  people  who  might  pay 
for  their  registration,  and  it  sometimes  occurred  that 
])8rsons  who  did  not  register  when  in  heaUh  came  for- 
ward in  sickness,  and  if  with  a  family,  the  sick  mem- 
ber alone  was  registered.  The  disinclination  to  regis- 
ter, when  in  l.ealth,  led  to  impositions  upon  the  parties 
■who  were  authorized  to  give  orders  for  attendance 
on  these  persons  as  paupers  in  sickness.  There  were 
causes  of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  medical 
men.  Bat  1  fear  that  some  of  them  were  indifferent 
also  to  their  engngements  ;  and  living  on  the  borders 
of  two  parishes  they  obtained  districts  in  each,  and. 
ihereliy  undertook  to  ])erform  duties  which  it  was  im- 
possible they  coultl  accomplish^  The  districts  in 
each  parish  being  already  more  extensive  than  they 
shoal  1  have  been. 

No.  10.  Kuward  Evans  is  the  coroner  of  the  pa- 
rish of  St.  James.  He  has  no  other  occupation  than 
that  of  coroner.  He  resides  at  Montego-Bay. 
remunerated,  at  present,  by  fees  alone.  His  proba- 
ble income  is  £-210  per  annum.  The  average  ninn- 
ber  ofinquests  from  1841  to  1850  inclusive,  is  sixty- 
tw«  per  annum,  and  that  oi post  mortem  examinations 
arising  therefrom,  five  and  five-tenths.  Freponder* 
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ating  causes  of  mortality  according  to  the  verdlcts^f 
*'  natural  causes." 

No.  1 1.  It  appears  to  me  that  it  might  be  of  advan- 
tage to  have  the  office  of  coroner  filled  by  a  duly  qua- 
lified medical  practitioner.  The  enquiry  instituted 
to  discover  the  cause  of  death,  involves  very  frequent- 
ly the  pathological  condition  of  the  deceased,  and  it 
is  therefore  reasonable  to  conclude  that  he  who  is 
acquainted  with  the  structure  and  diseases  of  the  hu- 
man body,  would  be  more  likely  to  make  a  fuller  in- 
vestigation, and,  if  required,  to  assist  a  jury  more 
efficiently  than  one  who  has  not  any  knowledge  of 
them. 

ISo.  12.  On  reference  to  the  clerk  of  the  vestry's  of- 
fice of  the  parish  of  St.  James,  1  find  that  by  an  act 
ot  the  assembly,  seventh  Victoria,  chapter  fifty-four, 
a  registry  of  births  and  deaths  was  established  on  the 
4th  June,  1844  ;  but  which  was  very  irregularly 
complied  with  by  the  inhabitants.  This  act  was 
repealed  in  1846  by  the  tenth  Victoria,  chapter  six- 
teen, which  repealing  act  was  disallowed  by  the 
queen  in  council,  in  1848,  and  since  that  disallow- 
ance the  registrations,  up  to  the  present  time,  have 
been  still  more  irregular. 

No  13.  Fever  and  dysentery  appear  to  have  been 
the  most  common  causes  of  death  amongst  the  num- 
ber registered. 

No.  14.  My  information  leads  me  to  believe  that 
during  the  apprenticeship,  and  immediately  after 
emancipation  the  rite  of  marriage  was  observed  to  a 
considerable  extent  by  the  peasantry  ;  but  the  num- 
ber of  marriages  diminished  very  much,  indeed,  af- 
ter the  last  mentioned  period,  and  consequently, 
the  ofispring  from  illicit  intercourse  of  the  sexea 
greatly  preponderates  now.  The  number  of  mar- 
riages has  mcreased,  however,  I  understand,  since 
the  visitation  of  cholera. 

No.  15.  Myalism  prevailed  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent in  St.  James  a  few  years  ago,  but  signal  exai:*- 
pies  were  made  of  the  parties  engaged  in  it,  and  it  has 
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not  been  heard  of  since  to  my  knowledge.  There 
have  been  only  three  convictions  for  obeahism  in  the 
parish  witliin  the  last  two  years.  Concealrnent,  how- 
ever, is  enjoined  by  the  persons  who  practice  it,  and 
as  tlie  minds  of  their  victims  are  enthralled  by  them, 
fears  are  entertained  that  it  is  carried  on. 

No.  10.  There  are  uneducated  black  men  in  this 
parish  who  practice  upon  the  sick,  but  it  is  difficult 
to  arrive  at  a  knowledge  of  the  payments  they  usual- 
ly receive.  An  instance  of  this  kind  occurred,  bow- 
ever,  just  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  epidemic 
cholera  in  which  one  of  these  persons,  a  former 
hospital  attendant,  charged  sixteen  shillings  as  was 
shown  at  a  coroner's  inquest  for  a  visit  and  a  pill. — 
The  distance  of  the  patient  from  him  was  under  a 
mile. 

No.  17.  I  do  not  know  of  any  instances  where  de- 
literious  or  noxious  mixtures  have  been  administered 
by  such  persons. 

No.  18.  The  negro  is  fond  of  secrecy,  and  attach- 
es much  importance  to  mystery,  and  by  these  means 
connected  vvilh  bold  assurances  as  he  expects  very 
generally  to  be  cured  at  once,  he  is  imposed  upon  ; 
and  it  is  doubtful,  under  these  circumstances  whe« 
ther  educated  practitioners  of  honourable  principles 
coidd  hold  a  footing  against  the  impostors  with  such 
a  class  of  people  as  the  negroes,  if  they  should  have 
to  pay  for  the  medicines  and  attendance.  But  quac- 
kery in  St.  James  is  not  confined  to  the  "  black 
men."  Persons  who  are  of  a  better  order  are  en- 
gaged in  this  practice,  and  it  is  sometimes  done  un- 
der the  pretext  of  charity,  and  while  there  is  little 
doubt  that  money,  to  a  large  amount,  is  received  for 
what  is  done.  Negroes  have  often  come  to  my 
house  by  mistake  to  "  see  mistress,"  and  get  advice, 
and  have  had  the  money  with  them  ;  but  on  finding 
their  error,  have  ^one  away.  To  bring  up  such  per- 
sons for  violating  the  law,  would  be  a  fruitless  at- 
tempt, for  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  witness 
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es  having,'  son;:^ht  the  assistance,  wonid  not  be  got  ta 
(lisclojse  the  fact.  If  medical  attendance  and  medi- 
cines were  to  be  OiTered  as  a  gratuity,  I  think  the 
negroes  wonld  often  take  advantage  of  it,  but  if  pay- 
ment is  to  be  made  for  them,  they  wiii,  it  appears  to 
me,  prefer  jxoing-  to  a  quack,  althongh  tliis  may  not 
])e  done  until  the  sickness  lias  continued  for  some 
time. 

No.  19.  \  do  not  lliink  that  a^jsistance  is  souj^ht  for 
from  such  quacks  during-  parturiiion,  nor  do  I  know 
of  any  instance  where  unskilful  treatment  has  result- 
ed  in  injury  to  tlie  mother.  These  patients  are  usu- 
ally attended  by  midwives,  and  they  have  not  any 
knowledge  of  what  they  undertake  beyoiid  receiving 
the  child  afler  a  natural  birih,  and  performing  the 
simple  operation  which  is  reqinred  at  the  tiuie. — 
Where  injury  arises  to  the  patient,  I  am  of  opinion  tiiat 
it  occurs  rather  from  ti^e  oniission  of  (hat  assistance 
which  is  required,  and  which  the  midwife  is  unable 
to  give,  than  from  commission. 

No.  '20.  The  crime  cf  inlanticide  is  scarcely  known 
in  this  parish.  I  have  not  heard  of  more  than  one 
case  of  it. 

No.  21.  I  have  already  expressed  an  opinion  bear- 
ing reference  to  Ihi.'-  query  ;  but  1  would  repeat,  that  a 
legislative  enactment,  having  for  ils  object  the  encou- 
ragement of  medical  gentlemen  as  exprei-sed  in  it, 
would,  1  dare  say,  be  acceptable  to  tiie  labouring 
classes,  provided  they  be  not  called  upon  to  contri^ 
bute  towards  tiie  expences  attendant  on  it;  but  1 
do  notthinkthat  the  gentlemen  w  ho  might  be  invited 
to  reside  here,  would  meet  with  such  a  share  of 
employment  as  lo  afibrd  them  the  means  of  living,  if 
they  are  to  depend  on  the  labouring  classes. 

No.  22.  In  alluding  generally  to  such  an  impost 
as  is  contained  in  this  query,  1  would  say  that  I  do 
not  think  that  it  would  be  willingly  paid.  If,  how- 
ever, a  tax  should  be  imposed,  a  capitation  tax  would 
be  the  fairest  one  I  should  thinks 
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No.  23.  There  is,  I  believe,  a  very  good  supply  of 
rnediriues  in  this  p  uish  to  meet  ordinary  epidemics, 
but  not  adeqaate,  1  imagine,  to  aieet  such  a  one  as 
cholerLi. 

G.  M.  LAWSON,  M.  D. 

Castas,  St  James. 

Monlego-BTj,  l^lh  Ocloher,  1851. 

Gosh-n,  P.  O.  2Ul  October,  1851. 

Siry 

Your  letter  date  dthe  8th  ultimo,  directed  to  me  by 
the  desire  of  the  committee  of  tlie  Central  Board  of 
Health  had  been,  some  how  or  the  other,  miscarried 
and  had  come  to  hand  only  four  days  since  ;  conse- 
quently my  ansv;ers  to  the  questions  therein  are  not 
so  prompt  and  full  as  J  coidd  wish. 

Respcv^nng  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Elizabeth,  it  is  somewhat  similar  to  the  state  of 
all  the  otiier  parishes  of  the  island— a  mere  nonentity. 
Eiit  the  requirements  are  great  on  account  of  its  ex- 
tent. The  parish  requires,  at  least,  six  a!)le  duly 
qualified  medical  gentlemen,  "svith  as  many  active  as- 
sistance;:, and  vviih  u  proper  and  adequate  supply  of 
medicines  {)rovided  and  kept  in  the  parish  particu- 
larly, in  the  event  of  any  epidemic  diseases  appearing 
therein. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed,)  A.  DEWAR. 

To  T.  Jaimls  Brown,  Esquire, 
Kin^sion. 

Ansiver  of  Dr.  Dewar  to  quesiioiis  appended  to  cir- 
cular of  the  Qlk  September,  1851. 

No.  1,  St-  Elizabeth  is  the  largest  parish  in  the 
island,  in  extent  about  one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  square  miles  ;  population  scattered  ; 
the  i^ud  is  both  mounta,iiious  and  in  large  plains^ 
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the  inhabited  localities  in  the  plains  are  accessible  by 
safe  roads,  but  not  so  good  ;  the  roads  in  the  moun- 
tainous districts  are  mere  bridle  tracts,  very  bad,  and 
unsafe. 

No.  2.  I  cannot  say  ;  the  estimated  reduction  by 
the  cliolera  is  from  three  hundred  to  four  hundred  ; 
cannot  say  whether  the  adult  survivors  are  princi- 
pally male  or  female.  Occupation,  principally  agri- 
cultural, Nviih  few  excepti^ms. 

No.  3.  About  fifteen  sugar  estates,  twenty  penns, 
and  about  fifteen  coffee  and  pimento  properties  in 
cultivation.  The  demand  for  labour  is  greater  than 
the  labouring  population  can  or  will  supply. 

No.  4.  The  average  amount  of  wages  paid  to  an 
estates  labourer,  per  diem,  is  I*. — but  the  labour  on 
sugar  and  other  estates,  is  principally  paid  per  job  or 
task  work  regularly,  and  all  in  money.  The  people 
are  not  willing  to  work  in  the  cultivation  of  estates, 
and  the  cause  that  contributes  to  their  unwillingness 
in  a  great  measure,  is  their  facility  of  purchasing  or 
leasing  land  at  a  trifling  expense. 

No.  o.  The  amount  of  pauperism  is  about  £509. 
Few  persons,  except  paupers,  are  unable  to  contri- 
bute anything  for  providing  themselves  with  medi- 
cines and  medical  attendance.- 

No.  6.  Seven  qualified  medical  practitioners  with- 
out practice ;  three  of  tiie  number  reside  about  Black 
River,  three  in  the  Santa  Cruz  mountain,  and  one  in 
the  Nassau  district. 

No.  7.  There  is  neither  a  hospital  nor  public  dis- 
pensary in  the  parish. 

-  No.  8.  The  negro  population  in  general,  are  not 
willing,  when  sick,  to  apply  for  medicines,  unless 
they  are  certain  to  obtain  it  gratis. 

No.  9.  1  am  perfectly  aware  that  the  dispensary 
act  of  the  ninth  Victoria,  did  not  v/ork  well  in  this 
parish  and  throughout  the  island,  and  the  cause  of  its 
failure  was  attributed  to  the  trifling  charge  of  three 
shillings  and  six-shillings,  as  the  case  might  be,  from 
all  applicants  for  tickets  of  enrolment.  The  oalypar^ 


d"*  tlie  act  that  worked  tvell  ^vas  vaccination,  fof  thi* 
simple  reason,  that  it  way  doue  for  them  gralis. 

No.  10  Jokn  C«ff,  enquire,  proprietor  of penn« 
nt  present,  1  liclievc,  reminieratet!  bjj  .^ces,<  Iliy  pro- 
b;»r)}e  incornr,  tlie  averag-e  number  of  inque.sts  lield 
vearlv  witln'ii  the  hif^t  ten  yeai^,  tb'e  nniiibcr  of  post 
rnorterri  ex'.iVninr.lmr.s,  an*!  tbe  preponderating  cause 
or  rouses  of  moriaiity,  1  cannot  say. 

v  ISo.  1 1.  Yes;  f  tlimk  it  is  impossible  for  cfiy  coro-<" 
nci-  v/bo  is  not  a  medical  man,  ahvaVs  to  knaw  whea 
raedlcal  eviderjce  is  necessary,  and  as  be  migbt  cboose 
to  disoense  wifii  it  in  eases  v.  here  it  v.oab>l  be  ab^so- 
luteiv'ef^sential"  to  ibe  rniding  of  a  correct  verdict,  it 
slioa'id  be  nulawful  for  a  corcner  to  iiold  any  inquest 
witbnufc  takiuo-  tbe  evuteuce  of  a  duly  qjialiiied  medi- 
cal man,  except  in  tbo -c  cas.e3  '  where  thj  cause  ot^ 
deatli  is  so  obvious  as  not  to  ad«nit  of  any  reasonable 
doubt,  it  ougiit  not  to  l)e  deemed  suHicient  to  re-f 
cor(}  tbe  foHowinj^  vag*ueand  indefinite  verdicts,  viz.  r  , 

died  bv  tbe  visilalion  of  (iod."  "  DeaJb  from  na« 
tnral  causes.'  "Found  dead."  "Over  laid,"  &c. 
&c.  but  that  tbe  true  and  proximate  cause  sbould  a^* 
ways,  it"  possible,  be  stated. 

j\o.  I -J.  None  to  my  kno  wledgc^ 

iNo.  lo.  i  cannot  say.r 

No.  14.  INo,  far  f.cm  it,  ccnsc^vien-ly  t!ic;'c  are. 
many  cases  wbere  tbe  oflspring-  is  llie  re&iil^  cf  thq^ 
iliicit  intercourse  of  tbe  Kexcs. 

JNo.  1.5.  W^ry  common, 

J\o.  !0.  Yes,  f  carinot  say  what  payr^Ti^rt  ibe'jr  re- 
ceive, tliat  beinsji-  kept  a  i;reat  secret. 

No.  17.  INo,  but  I  believe  tbat  s.".cll  oases  liJive  oc-e' 
curred. 

Ko.  Ifi.  Yes,  I  tbink  $o,  ntul  consider  lliat  in  rriany", 
cases  preference  wovdd  b;?  j;!;irC!t  io  "  rpiack?j." 

INo.  19.  i  (b)  not  tirink  ^o-\  but  I  believe  tbat  the., 
unskilful  after  treatment  r»f  isfne.rant    midwive.^*'  and 
"  nurses/'  oftun  rjsaU  iii  ir^^^ry  to  both  cbild  and 
mot  lie r. 

INo.  20"'  Yes,  1  havcr   Ilare  castas  cccur  now  and 

H  b 
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then  ;  not  by  liie  mal-practice  of  qnacks,"  hnt 
by  the  mothers  ibemsplves.  I  think  n:orc  evtended 
anil  clieau  mcilical  velief  v/onlil  tend  towards  the 
suppression  of  snch  crimes. 

IS'o. --M.  INo,  1  do  not  think  so ;  and  any  medical 
gentlemen  comln;^;  here  woidd  more  likely  meet  Vvilh 
actual  starvation,  than  a  fair  sliarc  cf  empioymtiit, 
producinji:  a  competent  living. 

IVo.  22.  The  impost  >vonld  bo  paid  nnwillingly 
unless  provided  by  indirect  taxation. 

No.  23.  IS  one  whatever. 

AnSii'ers  of  JDr.  IJorlock,  of  Si.  Marifs,  io  queslions 
appended  to  circular  ofSt/i  SeptemMer,  iBo  1 . 

SL  3IarySy  Port- Maria,  P.O. 

261/1  Sepie.nbcr,  1851. 

I  liavc  to  acknovvledge  tl>e  receipt  of  your  commn- 
nicat'on  of  tlie  1 8th  instant,  and  in  repiy,  b?;^  leave  to 
state  for  the  information  of  t lie  commiriee  of  tiie  Cen- 
tral BoanI  of  HeaUh,  that  the  district  nniler  mv  i:n- 
metnate  snpeiintendance,  is  at  jvr.  sJTit  in  an  healthy 
condition,  and  have  reason  to  helieve  t!»:it  ihe  rc^>^  of 
the  parisli  is  in  a  li?:s  state. 

VViih  respect  to  tlie  requirements  nllnded  to,  1  b^g- 
leave  to  obsc've  that  there  is  a  snfiiciency  of  holli 
medical  aid  and  meilic-ine  tor  the  present  wants  of  the 
commnnicv,  there  beina:  four  mesiical  -jientlemen  re- 
sident in  8t.  Mary,  and  u  fair  supply  o'  medicine  on 
hand  ;  this  latter  part,  ho^vever,  i  piopose  ausNveriiig 
more  fniiy  to  question  So.  0. 

I  havi'  the  honor,  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  oheiiient  servant, 
(Signed,)        TilOMAS  W.  HOKLOCK. 

T.  J.  Erovvn,  Escpdre, 

Secrstar^  of  I'le  Cenlral  Board  of  llealih,  Spanish-Town, 


Jijypendlx 
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Answers  of  Dr.  Altmmi  to  qucsthns  appended  to  cir- 
cular of  ^Ih  ScpUmhcr,  1851. 

l^it.  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  tlie  number  of 
squ-ire  miles.  Kingston,  of  course,  is  surrounded 
\\'\\\\  nutneroiis  suburbs,  accessible  by  good  and  iii^' 
cliiTerent  roads. 

•2nd.  Estimated  population  about  fifty  thousand;! 
nnfortunateiy  si,^  and  p3rha{)s  seven  thousand  fell  by 
the  clivilera,    1  should  say  there  is  very  little  agricul  • 
tural  occuj)ation.    Mostly  the  mc»chanica!  arts  re- 
quired in  luri^e  towns  j;»ive  employment. 

;3rd.  This  question  does  net  apply  to  Kingston. 

4lh.  Same. 

5th.  Pau|]erism  is  very  great  among  the  humbler 
classes  in  Kingston,  and  hundreds  and  liundre{!s  are 
iinabie,  by  thtilr  own  uccoimi;,  to  contribute  any  thing 
far  :nedical  attenrlunce. 

6th.  Eleven  qualitied  practitioners  in  the  city  ;  the 
iiuiViber  is  inadequate  to  the  population,  but  adequate 
lo  the  remuneration. 

7tli.  There  is  a  dispensary  and  an  hospital.  T'le 
latter  supported  by  the  islan  l,  the  ibrmer  by  the  is- 
land partly,  and  [)y  private  subscription  and  monthly 
p;iyme:ils  from  ])t*rsons  eatering  themselves  as  reci- 
pients for  the  l)ent:tk  conferred  by  medical  attend- 
ance from  the  dispensary.  The  latter,  one  principal- 
ly tlie  very  humbler  classes,  who,  contribute  but  in- 
<lifferently  in  spite  of  the  manifest  advantages  con- 
ferred. For  one  shilling  each  month,  an  adult  re- 
ceives,  fo/  the  whole  m:>nth,  at  his  house,  constant 
medical  attendance,  and  if  he  has  a  child,  he  p-Jiys  i:i 
addition  only  'Mhree-pence"  a  month  I'hus'pro- 
viding,  luiiiianly  spcakmg,  for  his  life's  safety  by  so 
small  ;i  sum,  and  yet  with  <'ifficulty  can  they  be 
Tnade  sensible  of  this  proper  provision,  and  with  mure 
diiiicuity  do  they  consent  to  obtain  it  ut  the  expence 


perhaps  of  some  sacrifice,  oacli  monll),  of  an  nrticle 
for  which  they  have  wo  lieed.  Yet  it  is  a  sin^^ular  fe.-i- 
turc,  that  those  'who  do  belong  to  lire  (li-pen-sary 
soon  perceive  its  advautuges  and  do  not  fiiil  io  be 
gralfcl'j'.l  to  tlie  institntior..  The  private  !-:n!}srri!)er.s 
T>f  a  guinea  ^ach,  have  lha  [xnver  of  keeping  or. e  sick 
person  always  on  the  books,  and  it  is  astonishing  as 
Avell  as  gratifying  to  perceive,  as  a  whole,  what  great 
Xsenelit  t!je  Metcalfe  dii-pensaiy  confers.  Nr.irrerous 
persons  who  ianguisli  in  sicktiess  and  have  seen  \wt- 
ter  d{iys,  too  p.oor  to  employ  medical  advice,  and  too 
]3roud  to  go  to  the  pari.^ii,  t:re-  supplied  by  these 
means  wiih  medical  attendance',  and  the  hc.:d  of  iho 
family  is  often  by  liiese  means  snatched  fnrra  sick- 
Vtps.s  aixl  ills  family  again  obtain  hi*  exertions  ft>r 
maintenance.  One  hour  every  day  is  devoted  to  the 
;recej)iion  of  o:?t  iioor  pnrients,  Ivyinedical  attendants. 
Tljere  are  two  medical  pracnlioners  atl-iiched  to  the 
-dispensary,  non  resident,  bat  \  i.>it  the  dispensary. — 
They  I'eside  near.  The  salary,  IVcnn  tb.e  iadifference 
of  the  class  for  o.  liose  l)eneHt,  and  to  whose  benelit  it 
largely  administers,  is  now  re<hiced  to  fifty  pounds 
a  year  each.  The  nnmi>er  of  pei'sons  relieved,  liot- 
wiriistaDdinLi:  hist  year,  were  about  ei 'ht  hundred  — 
This  not  inchiding  the  cholera  cases,  v^hich  amounied 
to  more  than  another  thouiiajid,  trouted  by  us  ut  the 
Metcalfe  dispensary, 

8th.  The  negro  pope.latmn  are  wiliing  to  apply  for 
inedical  relief,  and  submit  to  me{Ucal  treatment,  hut 
they  are  (as  1  have  written)  unwilling  to  pay  montiily 
proportions  to  the  dispensary,  and  I  attrjbiite  the  re- 
Inclance  of  those  who  can  pay,  not  doing  SvO.  simpl}^^ 
to  the  inability  of  being  sensible  to  the  necessity  of 
foresight,  foj-etbonght,  precaution,  and  the  prepara- 
tion to  meet  danger,  which  they  never  ackno-wiedge, 
unless  it  exif>ts,  and  which,  l>^cause  they  cannot  see, 
ihey  do  not  l)eiieve  e^vn  exist, 

9th.  This  act  was  never  applied  in  our  city. 

10th.  i>,  INaar,  csf|aire,  is  coroner  for  our  parisli. 


A  p pandit.  VJ7 

^-osident  in  Hanover  street.  !  believe  he  is  rentiune- 
rate;l  by  I'ees.  Ir^come  I  have  ro  tncans  of  arriving 
at,  nnr'oF  the  nnniher  of  inqnosts,.  nor  post  mortem 
examinations,  ii*?  i.s  an  indefatigable  and  good  co- 
roner, i  am  afraid  the  prepouderatiiij;  causes  of  nior- 
ta'iiy  are  to  be  air.:  i:>t4ied  to  self-neglect  and  intern- 
peranco  anion;>"  a  lar2;e  class. 

I  1th.  AltijoHgii  \\\\  i\aar  is  a  most  excellent  coro- 
ner, and  in  aj)!)bcafson  and  talent  of  investigatioii, 
cntitlefl  to  \\n\c\\  praise;  a  medical  practioner  should 
hobi  the  oilicc,  1  consider  of  coroner;  simply,  that 
where  life  and  death  tin*:is  on  the  ciiain  of  evidence, 
the  kev  to  inanv  a  link  is  h4^st  caught  \\\)  a^id  then  is 
disentangled  the  v>  hol^  of  the  .phenomena  ot  d^ath, 
as  well  as  niere  facts  of  evidence,  Ivy  one  who,  to  wh(^m 
Ijotiv  these  (ields  of  -evidence  aie  familiar,  while  the 
lav  coroner  is  fa'.niiiar  only  with  adjustment  of  more 
common  facts  of  evideBce,  ia  co^tradistinciion  to  me^ 
•dical,  &r.  '  * 

I'ifh.  \  have  no  n": cans  of  a^nswering  this  querj^ 

I3th.  No  12  replies  to  th.is. 

14 til.  Marriage  is  partially  ol)served,  but  there 
is  a  great  n!uri!>er  of  cliikiren,  the  result  of  illicit  in- 
tercourse, 

loth.  -1  do  not  think  it  is  practiced  in  this  parish. 

JoLIi.  There  are  several  uneducated  black  men  who 
practice  ?.s  (juack  do^,tors,  I  do  not  knov.-  the  payment' 
t-liey  re(reiv-e,  nor  the  inanner. 

I7th,  I  h;»ve  known  of  one  or  Ivvo  instances  of  de^ 
leterioHs  medicine  being  given.  >. 

I  Bi  ll,  i  tliink  tl-xit  in  this  parish,  the  educated  man 
wotdd  be  preAirrod,  but  there  is  not  the  wide  spread 
means  to  support  t  hem,  1  fear. 

iSih.  i  am  not  iibleto  give  i he  information  on  this 
question,  it  being  flifficnlt  to  arrive  at. 

2')th.  1  do  not  thiak  there  is  much  crime  of  in^ 
fanlicide  committed  in  this  parish. 

'2ist.  I  really  think  the  poorer  classes  of  llris  pa- 
f isli,  (KiPigstoii,)  do,  and  will  prefer  always  the  qua* 
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lifted  educated  practitioner,  hwt  the  visit  and  remune- 
ration, it  is  out  of  the  power  of  the  mass  to  »tay,  ai- 
ihon^i^li  tiiey  might  (h-sire  it. 

-  22nd.  Such  a  tax  is  not  only  necessary  but  is  a 
duty,  a  duty  pre-f  juineni iy  bt  ionginj;-  to  a  paternal 
govt  rnmer.t  like  our  ow  n  Lnj^lish.  \vht>  ever  at  home 
and  in  their  depcp.deu'jirs,  u-kii  th?-  iniiiiUive  iiovv  ac- 
cording- to  Uie  tone  ol  Uiiin!  ai  d  habits  of  tlie  pe(?itle 
for  wiiom  they  legislate — there  it  \m\>i  ever  be  pater- 
nal m  t!ie  full,  unci  periiaps  ahnos^  severe  sense  of 
the  word,  for  where  ciasses  are  in  danger,  ihcir  rulers 
liuist  use  as  tnueh  coercion  and  no  iDorc  us  may  be 
recpdred  to  carry  out,  at  least,  the  laws  ot  self  pre- 
serxatior.  Good  heavei>' !  need  tl»ere  be  a  debate 
oh  the  soundest  and  first  princijjle  of  all  jurists,  and 
by  all  the  tirst  writers  on  the  rise  and  perpetuity  of 
nations.  The  public  health  io  positively  a  ciiarge 
scarcely  confided  by  i^rovidence  Iiimseif  lo  lliose 
>vhom  he  has  appointed  the  ruiers  o\er  men.  i  have 
witnessed  the  course  of  iiieir  reasonin^rs  in  mv 
own  dis[)ensary  where  1  am  attached,  (ihe  Met- 
calfe, in  Kingston.)  I  ha\e  had  much  trouble  lo 
j)eisuade  the  man  in  humble  life  to  belong  to  it 
and  pay  his  shilling  monthly,  but  when  once  on  a 
sirk  bed  and  he  has  felt  what  may  be  termed  tlie 
svveeis  of  attendance  and  pain  allexiaied,  none  Imve 
l)een  more  regular  in  their  payments,  'i  he  ux,  if  any, 
must  be  (a^^  in  all  mere  growing  mavises  of  s<iciety)  in- 
direct ;  on  property  of  course, on  some  article  o\  most 
general  consumpti(  n,  and  what  they  can  do  the  feast 
V.  ithout.  And  do  not  let  the  better  classes  say  wliy 
are  all  then  by  such  a  plan  inclusively  to  be  also  tax- 
ed ?  Let  them  remember  by  preserving  the  base  of 
the  pyramid  of  society  scnnd,  the  apex  is  best  main- 
tained, antl  it  is  the  classes,  the  humble  classes 
from  whom  their  servants  are  taken,  that  this  tax 
^vould  be  the  means  of  keeping  freed  from  sickness,^ 
and  by  parity  of  reasoning,  would  be  less  likely  of 
carrying  from  their  own  rude  houses,  sickness,  and 
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conU\jx''On  v,  ith  them,  when  they  go  and  enter  as  ser- 
vants into  the  houses  of  the  n|)i)eran(l  better  classes. 
'Vij  preserve  tiie  health  of  the  poor  is  preservation  to 
all,  for  most  epidemic  diseases  faster  and  accumulate 
their  sti  eni>  ih  from  their  ranks  lo  hurst  around. 

23.  The  Metcalfe  dispensary  has  a  very  ample  sup- 
Pb'- 

(Si-ncd,)  S.  ALTMAN, 

KintfStun. 

Ansiccrs  of  the  reverend  Dr.  Mnsson^  to  the  questions 
appended  to  circular  iith  September ^  1851. 

No.  3.  The  area  or  extent  in  square  acres  of  (ho 
parish  of  St.  Caiherine,  is  ninety-three  thousand  and 
fifty- eij'^ht.  Population  scattered,  liiough  large  num- 
bers are  congregated  in  Spanish  'i'ovvn,  and  in  some 
sm:di  villa v's.  Land  partly  mountainous,  partly 
plain,  Tnha!>ited  localities  accessible  for  tlie  most 
part  by  bad  rnad.<. 

No.  2.  Esiimated  population,  before  cholera,  twelve 
tliousaini  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  supposed  re- 
duction by  cludera,  between  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred, and  two  thousand.  Survivors  are  occupied  in 
ail  kinds  of  employments,  trades,  and  callings. — 
There  is  not  much  agriculture  compared  with  the  ex- 
tent of  acres. 

jNo.  .>.  Tliero  aro  only  two  or  three  suijar  estates, 
f  he  dcinanii  for  labour  is  greater  than  the  labouring 
population  (!an  supj)ly. 

No.  4.  Wages  vary,  and  are.  i  believe,  regularly 
pai<l  ;n  money.  People,  generally  speaking,  are  un- 
willing to  work  in  the  cultivation  of  the  estates,  in 
conse(pience  of  the  facility  in  procuring  the  necessa- 
ries; oi  ii.^e  from  their  |)r()vision  grounds,  &c. 

No.  5.  The  amount  of  j)auperisni  i<  large,  and  most 
of  t!ie  paupers  :M'e  unable  to  contri))ate  any  thing  for 
praviding  medicine  and  medical  aid. 

No,  (>.  There  are  two  qualified  medical  practition- 
ers iii  full  practice  in  Spanish  To  wn.    I  do  not  con- 
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&5rler  them  adequate  to  the  wants  of  tlie  popjilatioit 
of  the  parish. 

INo.  7.  Th^^re  is  a  pmhUc  Isoi^pital  snppcrleil  by  pa- 
irochiai  Amrls.  Tiie  two  n)edi^jal  pracdtioiier.s  attend', 
it  alteiTiUtel y,  wxvA  rareive  ,£          per  annum. 

Nov  H.  The  nejiuo  popniaiion,  not  sr-neraily  wiiiin^ 
to  submit  to  the  discipline,  and  this  onuiiiing:ness 
arises  fi-om  imporiect  acquaintance  with  civilisaiion 
and  duty. 

No.  9.  Dispenf^avy  act  did  not  work  well. 

No.  10.  Coroner  of  the  pnrish  is  John  C.  M'Anufr,. 
residin^i*  in  Spanish  'i'owii,  reinisnes'ated  by  fees 
amountinj^  to  £200  or  more.  Nuinljer  of  inquesKs 
iast  year,  seventy-three  ;  po.-»t  moi  tem  examinations, 
thirty-three,  of  which  there  were  fifteen  in.  district 
prison. 

No.  I  I.  1  do  eonsivler  that  advanta.'>'e  wonhl  arise 
from  the  ofiice  of  co'-oner  bein«-  fiHed  by  a  duly  Cjua- 
Jff]C(}  medical  practitioner,  "  on  the  grotmd  tliat  it 
would  save  time  arul  expense,  as  weH  as  lead  to  it 
more  aecnr'fite  knowledge  of  t  ause  of  death,  &c." 

No.  12.  Tiiere  are  rej;isters  of  births,  marriajsres, 
and  deaths,  cxtendiuL^;  back  to  nioi  e  tiian  one  linn- 
dred  years.  ' 

No.  13.  Diirinij:  the  last  ten  years  tlie  diseases  have 
not  been  rovpiired  to  be  st;ited  iji  the  i'e;i;ister. 

No.  14.  1  fear  the  rite  of  marriag'e  not  generally 
well  observed  by  tlie  peasantry. 

No.  16.  1  hear  that  obeahism  and  myalism  are 
sometimes  practised,  but  they  have  not  come  under 
my  knowle^e. 

•  No.  hi.  J  am  not  aware  of  any  quack  doctors  prac- 
tising. 

No.  17.  J  do  not  know  of  any. 

No.  18.  1  consider  that  (hdy  qualified  medical 
practitioners  would  be  preferred  to  aiiv  qi>ack  doe- 
tors,  if  their  professional  servieey-Avere  given  i^mtait- 
ouslif. 

No.  19.  Women  are  often  omplr,yed  as  miduivcs^ 
and  lam  confidently  informed  that  freniMkeir  iiii- 


fekilful  freatiiient,  injury  has  often  resulted  to  child 
and  mothei*. 

No.  20.  I  Teav  from  the  loose  state  of  morals  in  the 
community  ihnt  this  crime  does  occur,  if  proper 
medical  aid  could  be  extended  liiere  would  be  a  grettt 
probability  of  its  bein[(  suppressed. 

No.  21.  1  do  think  so,  Vi  i\-\e  purses  of  the  labour- 
in:^  popidation  were  not  touched  for  it,  a  competent 
living  can  never  bs  pi'ocured  from  them  alone. 

No.  22.  UnwiSiingly ;  1  cannot  point  out  any  me'^ 
thod  but  a  cajntation  tax.  I'his  may  be  objeetiorr- 
uble,  but  n^.ainiainin  ii'  as  1  do  that  evervmanis  bound 
to  lake  cure  of  his  own  life,  as  well  as  care  for  the 
lives  of  those  dependent  on  him,  I  think  that  he 
should  be  compelled  to  provitie  medical  aid  for  his^^ 
family,  if  this  is  not  done,  our  already  too  small  la- 
bouring* population  v.'ill  be  enervated  and  diminish- 
ed. 

No.  23.  During;  the  recent  epidemic  th.ere  was  a 
scjircity  of  medicine,  and  I  should  hope  that  warning- 
lias  been  taken  from  this  lamentable  I'act. 

(Signed J  SAML.  P.  MUSSON. 

Rector  of  St.  Calh^rinc. 

Answers  of  the  honorable  Alercamfr^  Bravo  to  the 
gtiesiioits  appended  to  cirenlar  8fh  Septemhcrf  1851. 

No.  1.  The  extent  of  the  parish  iy  about  li fly- six 
square  miles,  or  thirty-seven  thousand  one  hundred 
and  ninety-  one  acres.  There  are  scvcrrd  hamlets  and 
detaciied  settlements.  The  larger  portion  of  the  pa- 
rish is  mountainous,  the  remainder' plains.  The  in- 
habited localities  are  accessible  by  roads  wiiicii  are 
not  always  in  t!ie  best  condition,  from  tiie  inad,equacy 
of  thealloiments  to  keep  them  in  substantial  repairs. 

No.  2.  The  estimated  populatioii  of  the  j)arislr 
w'as,  males,  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
ejglit;  females,  tw(f  thousand  six  hundced  and  thir- 
X^'^Q\Qii  y  total,  ftve  thousand   two  hundred  aad| 
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sixty-five.  The  reduction  by  cholera,  as  reported, 
is  three  hundred  and  fifty-two.  There  are  no  means 
of  ascertalnincj  if  the  adult  survivors  are  principally 
males  or  females.  Their  ot:cupation  is  chietiy  agri- 
cultural. 

JNo.  3.  There  are  nine  sugar  estates  which  may  be 
said  to  be  in  cultivation  in  this  parish,  and  there  are 
several  grazing  penns.  There  is,  in  my  opinion,  la- 
bour sufficient,  if  the  labourers  did  not  find  it  more 
to  their  taste  or  their  interest  to  cultivate  ground  pro- 
visions in  preference. 

No.  4.  Able  labourers  are  paid  one  shilling  per 
day,  and  for  less  effective  nine-pence  and  six-pence. 
So  far  as  1  know  the  wages  are  regularly  paid  in  mo- 
ney ;  continuous  labour,  so  essential  to  the  conduct  of 
sugar  properties,  cannot  be  depended  on  for  hire;  the 
people  generally  prefer  being  iheir  own  masters. 
Mountain  land  can  be  had,  on  rent,  at  ten  or  twelve 
shillings  the  acre  per  annum,  from  which,  working 
one  or  two  days  in  each  week,  a  labourer  can  culti- 
vate provisions  sufficient  to  maintain  his  family. 
Tjie  rest  of  his  hire  is  devotetl  to  plantation  labour, 
or  to  idleness. 

No.  5.  There  are  twenty-five  paupers  receiving  a 
xveekly  allowance  from  the  parish,  amounting  to  £75 
per  annum.  One  of  the  population  would  claim 
inability  to  provide  themselves  with  medicines  and 
medical  aid  ;  and  indeed  by  far  the  greater  portion 
of  the  people  are  opposed  to  paying  medical  men. 

No.  6.  There  is  at  present  no  qualified  medical  prac- 
titioner residing  in  the  parish. 

N.  7.  Nor  is  there  any  public  dispensary  or  hos- 
pital.   The  sum  of  £l6o  is  provided  in  the  ways 
and  means  fur  medical  attendance  on  the  poor. 
No.  8.  This  question  is  answered  by  the  preced- 

'No.  9.  In  this  parish  the  dispensary  act  proved  a 
fomplete  failure.  The  medical  practitioners  would 
not  reside  in  the  rural  districts,  and  the  people  com- 
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plained  that  tliey  had  not  attendance  even  for  the 
small  amounts  they  paid  in  advance,  and  would  not 
renew  their  tickets. 

No.  10.  Mr.  Thomas  Hansiil  is  the  coroner  of  St. 
Dorothy's,  He  is  the  manager  of  Masters  estate, 
and  resides  on  it.  The  coroner  was  ori-inaiiy  paid 
£3  for  holding  each  inquest,  with  mileage,  at  Is.  Qd. 
per  mile,  from  his  residence.  Latterly,  he  was  paid 
a^salary  of  i^'CiO  per  annum,  but  since  the  disallowance 
of  the  trans!er  act,"  he  has  been  paid  after  the  old 
rates,  vis.  :— £3,  and  Is.  and  6'\.  per  mile.  The 
yearly  average  of  inquests  v/ithin  the  last  ten  years, 
is  seventeen,  and  the  average  post  mortem  examina- 
tions three  or  four.  The  causes  of  mortality  have 
been  various. 

No.  11.  J  do  not  consider  that  any  advantage  would 
arise  from  the  ollice  of  coroner  bem^  filled  by  a  medi- 
cai  practitioner,  over  any  other  gentleman  of  respec- 
tability and  education. 

No.  12.  From  June,  1844,  to  December,  1846,  a 
register  of  births  and  deaths  was  kept,  it  was  discon- 
tinued by  an  act  of  the  Jamaica  legislature,  which  act, 
not  receiving  tlie  royal  assent,  the  registration  was 
recommenced  from  July,  184B,  and  has  been  continu- 
ed to  the  present  time.  There  being  no  penalty  un- 
der the  act  to  enforce  the  observance  of  it,  it  is  ner- 
fectly  inoperative.  If  it  be  re-enacted  on  a  worka!;le 
plan,  another  census  of  the  inhabitants  must  be  indis- 
pensable to  precede  its  operation.  Marriages  by  tiie 
clergymen  of  the  established  church  are  recorded  in 
the  bishop's  office. 

No.  13.  The  record  of  deaths  is  too  imperfect  to 
enable  me  to  answer  this  question.  The  causes  of 
death  reported,  would  not  point  to  any  particular  dis- 
ease (before  the  choieia.) 

No,  14.  About  the  ej)och  of  freedom.  Marriages 
aratong  the  peasantry  were  very  common,  but  of  latter 
years  this  rite  has  been  little  observed,  and  tli<;  oft'. 
«prin^  is  generally  the  result  of  illicit  intercou'-se. 

c  c  2 
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No.  15.  Obeahism  and  myaliam  are  of  Very  rate 
cccnrrence  in  this  parish. 

No.  16.  I  am  unable  to  answer  this  qne.ition  fnrlher 
tlion  assertins^  my  belief  that  the  more  ignorant  of  (ho 
peasantry  consult  in  sickness  tiiose  -vho  are  cons-i* 
dered  somewhat  ex;perienced,  but  1  believe  the  ad- 
■vice  is  gratnitous. 

No.  17.  I  am  not  aware  that  there  has  been  an  oc* 
cnrrence  of  deleierioiis  drugs  having  been  administer- 
«d  by  ignorant  persons  for  many  years  past. 

No,  18.  1  think  that  if  the  professional  services  of 
41  sruiirient  number  of  qrialihed  medical  men  could 
be  obtaiiicd,  that  woidd  be  the  most  likeiv  means  of 
']>veventing  resort  to  quacks> 

No.  19.  I  believe  the  negro  women  invariably  ob- 
tRin  the  services  of  tlderiy  women,  who  act  as  mi({- 
■^.v.ivcs,  and  ti^at  the  instances  of  nnskilfiil  treatment 
'luiv'ijg-  resijlted  in  injury  to  the  child  or  mother,  to 
be  Ci  rare  ocnrrence. 

No  20.  I  hnve  never  heard  of  a  case  of  infanticide 
happening  in  Uiis  pari^^h. 

No,  2i.  i  liave  before  stated  the  reluctance  on  tlie 
]Xirt  ot  the  great  majority  of  the  ])eople  to  pay  iov 
medical  advice,  and  ;is  there  are  but  very  few  families 
residing  in  this  i^ivrish,  t  here  is  truly  little  encouiage- 
inentiW  mcilicnl  meri  1o  con^e  and  practice  in  it.  \n 
so  small  a  parish,  aiMl  viewing  the  disadvantages  just 
slated,  -?^iMc  than  one  medical  practitionei'  would  not 
certainly  succeed,  but  r.udoubtedl;y  tlvere  t?houlcl  be 
Kome  Jegi.^lative  provjsion  to  secure  the  presence  and 
services  of  one  Uieihcal  man  in  this  parish,  and  if  he 
prove  duly,  qualified  and  be  abstemious  and  mode- 
rale  ui  expectaiion>,  luvco-u'd  find  here  a  fair  siiare  of 
cm  pi  ay  nw^it,  producing  a  competent  living,  arising 
iVorn  private  practice  and  the  parociiial  appointments, 

No.' 22.'  I  ffoiisider  that 'a  small  tax,  imposed  for  the 
pwrposcs  of  providing  mcilical  aid,  would  be  willingly 
l^aici  by  tiie  inhabiiants  generally,  provided  some  re* 
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^uclicn  was  made  in  the  heavy  (axes  riow  iitiposed  ; 
for  instrxnce,  if  the  house  tax  cuuki  be  dispensed  with, 
it  might  supersede  it,  ctiul  be  levied  after  the  same 
plani  but  in  a  less  ratio.  Bat  the  success  of  this 
iiieasure  would  entireiy  depeiid  on  tlie  character  and 
Sibility  of  the  medical  practitioner  to  secure  the  con- 
fidenrc  and  ?^ood  opinion  oi't!ie  inhabitants. 

No.  23.  There  is  a  dr{i«i,gist  shop  in  the  Old- Har- 
bom  market  which  is  well  sn{)pited,  and  to  which 
the  people  resort  and  purchase  medicines,  &c.  uhen 
reqinrecf. 

The  parish  is  very  beuUhy  at  pregent,  -but  atteniion 
must  be  directed  to  the  ??ener«Sly  fiUhy  and  onciun. 
bercd  stale  of  the  neg;ro  villages.  Neither  advice  nor 
rem  oust  ranee,  nor  even  the  late  dreadful  visitation  of 
ciiolera  is  sufficient  to  induce  the  observance  of 
cleanliness  and  free  ventilation  in  and  around  the 
dwellings  of  these  people.  These  dwellings,  usual- 
ly low,  are  hriddled  togellier  frcquenlly  in  low  nn- 
heaithy  situations,  wlrilst  the  &nrrof?nding*  patches  are 
overgrown  nnd  intestevl  with  bush  and  otlier  rank 
vegetation,  pigstiefs,  and  every  description  of  lilth  and 
irjeiahibrity. 

iSoine  mode  of  punishment  must  be  devised  i)y  fine, 
or  otherwise,  to  overcome  this  serious niisance  ;  whilst 
it  is  tolerated  tite  lives,  not  only  of  the  idle  occu- 
pants of  these  hovels,  but  of  every  inhabitant,  must 
be  j eo p;i rd ! 7 ed. 

St.  D^roi/ii/,  Ut  Gel.  1801, 

Jinsiversfyf  Dr.  AdoJphfH,  of  Savanmi-Ta-Mar,  idtJiR 
ques  Lions  apjjcnded  lo  circulur  8l/i  Sep  I  ember,  185i. 

No.  1.  It  is  forty  miles  ^Icng  from  east  to  west, 
and  averages  about  twelve  miles  broad  fram  north 
to  soul h.  It-is  s?rattered  and  congregated  in  towns 
and  villages.  The  localities  are  mostly  accessible  on 
foot  in  tlie  mountain  xlistricts.  The  roads  a-re  bad, 
particularly  in  the  rainy  seasons. 

nNo,  2,  The  population  is  between  -tweiit:y-five 
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thousand  to  thirty  thousand.  The  cholera  must  have 
carried  oft'  be  tween  two  thousand  to  two  thousand 
five  hundred;  no  correct  list  can  be  obtained.  The 
sexes  are  pretty  equally  divided.  Agricuiturai  la- 
bourers. 

No.  3.  Between  forty  to  forty-five ;  the  deuiand  is 
greater  than  the  supply. 

JVo.  4.  The  labour  is  one  shilling  and  six-pence 
per  day,  generally  job  work.  It  is  paid  regularly  and 
always  in  money.  They  are  unwilling  to  work,  ex- 
cept  during  crop  time  ;  their  unwillingness  seems  to 
proceed  from  the  facility  which  they  can  get  their 
wants  supplied  from  their  grounds,  &c.,  and  an  in- 
nate laziness. 

No.  5,  The  paupers  consist  principally  of  those  in 
the  poor  house,  averaging  about  forty-Ove,  and  some  , 
twenty  receiving  out  door  relief.    These  are  the  only 
part  of  the  labouring  population  who  cannot  contri- 
bute somethins:  towards  medical  relief 

No.  6.  Six,  Dr.  Mac  Donald  (an  invalid)  at  Hermit 
tage,  Savanna-la-Mar  ;  Dr.  Mason  at  the  rectory, 
Savanna  la-Mar,  and  Villa,  twelve  miles  from  the 
town  ;  Dr.  TuUis  at  Morgan's  Bridge,  nine  miles, 
from  the  town;  Dr.  Jelly  at  Waibro  Hall,  nine  miles 
from  the  town  ;  Dr.  Darvey  at  Windsor,  two  miles 
from  the  town  ;  and  myself  in  the  town.  Were  all 
the  inhabitants  to  seek  medical  relief,  their  number  is 
not  adequate,  but  so  few  do  so,  that  all  the  medical, 
men  keep  druggist  establishments,  which  is  the  prin- 
cipal means  of  their  support. 

No.  7.  No  dispensary  or  hospital.  The  poor  house 
is  used  as  a  hospital  ior  paupers.  Dr.  MacDonald  is 
employed  to  attend  it  as  well  as  the  out-door  poor, 
for  which  he  gets  a  paltry  pittance  of  £(iOper  annum, 
and  has  to  supply  medicines.  He  lives  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  from  the  poor  house.  There  are  always 
upwards  of  forty  inmates  sick  at  the  poor  house. 

No.  8,  They  apply  willingly  enough  for  medicines,, 
if  to  be  obtained  gratuitously,  and  they  resort  for 
that  purpose  to  the  poor  house  ^urgeutx,  they  do upt 
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like  to  go  to  the  poor  house,  and  very  many  die  with- 
out medical  assistance,  from  disinclination  on  their 
part  to  lay  out  money  for  that  purpose,  and  they  ge- 
nerally only  call  a  medical  man  when  it  is  too  late, 
and  frequently  for  the  express  purpose  of  saving  an 
inquest. 

No.  9.  When  I  came  to  the  parish,  in  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-eight,  the  dispensary  act  had 
just  expired  ;  if  it  were  properly  carried  out  it  ought 
to  have  been  a  great  boon  to  the  population  ;  from 
the  information  I  have  obtained  on  that  subject  it 
was  a  failure  owing  to  the  inattention  of  the  medical 
men,  and  to  want  of  proper  inspection. 

No.  iO.  John  Deleon.  At  present  a  penn-keeper, 
formerly  a  storekeeper;  he  lives  at  Mount  Kicketts, 
about  fifteen  miles  from  the  town.  He  has  a  fixed 
salary,  1  believe  £l*20  per  annum,  and  a  mileage  fee  of 
one  shilling  and  six  pence  per  mile.  The  remainder 
of  the  question  1  cannot  answer.  Post  mortems  only 
occur  when  there  are  suspicious  circumstances  at- 
tending; deatii. 

No.  11.  Most  decidedly — upon  the  same  grounds 
as  those  which  have  been  adduced  in  England. 

No.  1'2.  There  is  no  office  of  register  of  births, 
deaths,  and  marriages,  the  only  register  kept  is  of  the 
baptisms  performed  in  the  churches,  the  marriages  by 
the  established  church,  and  the  deaths  of  parties 
interred  by  the  clergymen. 

No.  13.  As  there  is  no  register  whatever  of  the 
deaths,  this  is  unanswerable  ;  the  negroes,  generally 
speaking,  bury  their  dead  themselves  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  of  their  residence,  and  no  one 
hardly  is  the  wiser  of  it,  or  has  any  knowledge  of  a 
death  havinii'  taken  place. 

No.  14.  Marriages  are  not  generally  observed  by 
the  labouring  classes  and  others,  and  the  offspring- 
consequently  is  illegitimate,  but  since  the  appearance 
of  cholera  here  the  number  of  marriages  that  have 
taken  place  is  incredible  of  parties  who  have  been 
living,  together  for  years. 
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No.  15.  Obeab  is  l)ecoming*  comracn  here,  particu^ 
larly  among-  the  Africaii.s. 

iS'o.  It).  Very  many;  they  take  anything  they  can 
get,  money,  fnod,  or  horses,  and  are  much  better 
paid  limn  ihe  meflkal  men  to  vvhom  tlicy  generally 
ret^ort  when,  alas  !  it  is  too  bite. 

^o.  r7.  Yes,  very  many;  and  \viih  danp^cr  to  life. 

rs'o.  SB.  No;  iioHf  they  could  obtain  advice  and 
medicines  gratiiitonsly,  except,  i)erhaps,  by  the  Afri- 
cans, who  resort  to  ober.hism. 

No.  19.  The  negro  women  generally  assist  eacli 
other;  I  have  known  instances  where  unskilful  Jrcat- 
menl  bas  ended  in  the  death  of  tha  infant  and  injury 
to  the  mother. 

No.  20.  !  fear  it  |>revai}s  to  a  great  extent  both  by 
the  mid  wives  and  ibe  mothers  themselves,  for  the 
purpose  of  avoiding"  the  expence  of  supporting  theit? 
oftspring,  and  someiimes  to  avoid  tb?  dis,i.':race  of  be- 
ing expelled  from  their  church.  Kelijiionand  educa- 
tion can  only  prevent  the  crime,  as  it  is  wiM'ully  com- 
mitted. Abortion,  wilfully  caused,  prevails  also  to 
an  alarming  extent  in  tiie  early  months  of  piegnancy. 

No.  Were  the  government  to  remuaeiate  ade- 
quately such  medical  men,  it  might  bs  acceptable  ; 
but  they  would  assuredly  starve  if  they  depeniled 
solely  on  medical  practice  for  their  support  ;  of  the 
six  already  here  all  a-e  (d)iiged  to  keep  druggist  es-^ 
tablishments,  and  two,  Messrs.  Mason  and  Tuliis, 
are  large  merchants  in  general  business. 

No.  22.  It  might  be  willingly  paid,  if,  tliey  could,, 
in  consequence  of  it,  obtain  medical  relief  u  ithouti. 
further  jiay,  otherwiso  it  w-ould  !>e  very  unv;i!iingly 
paid.  It  shoidd,  1  imagine,  be  raised  on  bind,  whe- 
ther rented  or  owned  by  tlie  la!)Ourers,  and  upon 
their  breeding  mares.  A  poll-iax  would  cau.«e  great 
opposition,  1  !?houid  imagine. 

No.  t>3.  1  shouUl  sav  that  there  is  always  an  ade- 
quate  supply  of  medicines  here  to  provide  againstr 
any  emergency. 

To  conclude  f,wculd  reccommond  that  the  pari&U 


feliOJild  be  divided  into  districts,  and  a  medical  man  ap- 
pointeii  to  each;  that  he  sliouid  be  corapelled  to  visit 
such  district  at  least  three  times  a  week,  and  oftener  if 
necessary  ;  that  the  districts  should,  if  possible,  be  ap- 
portioned according"  to  the  location  ol'the  medical  men; 
that  the  magistrates  be  compelled,  or  the  clerks  of  the 
peace,  to  ascertain  ifthe  medical  men  have  duly  and  re- 
gularly paid  their  vi.^its  to  the  sick  in  their  different  dis- 
tricts,*an(i  ascertain  if  any  complaints  of  neglect  exist. 
The  medical  men,  for  such  duty,  should  be  rewarded 
by  a  tax  levied  for  that  purpose,  but  tlieir  salary 
sho'dd  be  fixed  and  payable  quarterly  by  the  receiver- 
general  ;  that  the  medical  men  should  establish  a  dis- 
j)ensary  in  their  district,  and  keep  it  properly  sup- 
plied with  medicines. 

I  would  advise  an  office  of  register  of  deaths  to  be 
appointed,  and  without  the  certificate  of  a  medical 
maQ,  no  body  should  be  interred,  or  in  the  absence 
of  a  medical  man,  the  certificate  of  a  neighbouring 
overseer;  and  parties  disobeying  this  order  should  be 
summarily  punisiied  in  a  fine,  say  of  twenty  shiliiogs. 

1  would  likewise  advise  strict  sanitary  regulations 
to  be  attended  to  by  the  medical  men  of  the  different 
districts,  and  to  be  summarily  enforced  by  a  small 
penalty. 

(Signed,)  JOSEPH  ADOLPHUS, 

Sargeoiu 

Ansivers  of  the  honorable  Richard  €.  Burke  to  tfi6 
questions  appended  to  circular  of  the  8th  September, 
1851, 

No.  1.  The  extent  in  iifea  ol*  this  parish  is  about 
eighteen  spuare  miles,  it  is  scattered  ;  there  are  some 
plains  along  the  sea  coast,  but  it  is  generally  moun- 
tainous. The  inhabited  localities  are  generally  ac- 
cess! bie  by  roads,  but  they  arej  for  the  most  part,  in- 
different, and  in  the  rainy  seasons  many  of  them  are 
Nearly  imj)assable. 

No.  2.  The  estimated  J)opulation.  before  the  ap^ 
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pearance  of  the  cholera,  was  thirteen  thousaTid  eight 
huTKlred  ;  the  estimated  retluclion  one  tboiisaiul  fivo 
hundred  to  t'.vo  thousand.  It  is  principally  agvicuU 
tural. 

No.  3.  The  nnmber  of  sugar  estates  in  cultivation 
is  nineteen  ;  the  deman<l  furiahonr  is  very  great,  auil 
only  iuTery  settled  weather  can  he  obtained.  This 
I  impnte  to  the  more  steady  and  able  oi'  our  labourers 
reiiiins;  to  their  own  .suiidl  I'Veeliolds  \\hich  thev  cul- 
tivate,  only  coming  to  the  estates  in  raii*  weather,  oi* 
to  snpply  ^;ny  particular  reqe.iremcnt ;  an<l  it  is  to  be 
t'bserved  the  further  thev  retire  from  tiie  estates  in 
this  parish,  tlie  nearer  tliey  approach  (he  Kingston 
ininket;  also  obtain  suj>erior  soil  for  provisions. 

IS'o,  4.  The  a\  erage  ji»n<:inu  of  wages  is  one  shil- 
ling per  diem,  'nut  an  ahlebibourer  will  perform  tlie 
r»ork  he  engages  to  do  for  thts  sum  in  tive  or  six 
honr?5,  and  cannot  be  fnduccd  to  take  a  second  task 
except  fit  misl  or  boiling  honse  work;  the  wages  are 
in  variably  paid  in  nrcilev,  tvnd  regularly,  as  funis  mv 
inf(irmaliun  gees. 

No.  5.  There  arc  abont  fd'ty  paupers  rcceivinj; 
weekly  relief  from' this  parish,  imd  an  asylum  for  sick 
par.pers,  attended  by  a  medical  man;  tiie  expense 
to  the  j}L,rish  is  i.'50O  per  nniium. 

i\o.  il  Otie  quaiiOe(i  medica}  practilioucr,  Dr.  Thc- 
mas  Clarke;  lltM•esi^]es  at  Btli-jlield  pen,  five  u.iles 
s(jutb  ef  ALnottfj  Bay,  but  h-v  a  dispcnsai-y  and  place 
£>f  occasional  sojourn  at  the  ijuy.  If  tlie  services  of  a 
qnaiiiied  medicai  practitioner  were  duly  sought  after. 
It  wor.ld  require  two  or  tliree  more  adequately  to  sup- 
•nlv  tlie  medical  necessities  of  the  no!)ulalion  of  this 
pari:d^. 

No,  7.  There  fs  a  parish  asylum,  which  a!sr>,  on  a 
limited  scale,  answers  the  purpose  of  an  hosoital ;  it 
is  supported  solely  out  of  the  parish  taxes  ;  it  is  at« 
tende(i  by  the  a'oovc  named  medical  practiti.>n«'r  at  a 
sakry  of  "f  33  per  annum  ;  it  i;*  ccntemitlaied  l)y  the 
Testry  to  abolish  this  institutfon  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
ia  cc^sequence  of  the  pressure  of  the  taxes. 
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No.  fi.  The  persons  m  Iio  enter  this  asylum  are  ge- 
neraUy  the  most  wretched  and  friendless;  they  sab* 
iTiit  readily  eRnug:h  to  the  cJisripiine  niicl  treataient* 
"i'here  is  no  parochial  dispensary,  but  tlje negroes  are 
fdways  ready  to  apply  at  the  private  dispensaries  iot 
me  liciaes  and  advicis  provided  the  latter  is  given 
gr itultnisly.  in  a  tew  iristaacvjs  they  cont3:n;>late 
|;ayinu:.  an:!  do  pay. 

}s  o.9.  It  was  a  complf'te  failure  ;  the  reason  of  the 
failure  was  that  th^  negroes  wistied  to  secure  all  the 
hene.'lt  of  the  ciab  system  (on  which  it  was,  va  a  great 
measmv,  lyased)  when  sick,  withont  its  incnrnai**  obli- 
gutiuns  while  in  heaith^so  that  the  subsciptions  fee  of 
tiiree  shillings  to  six  shillings,  which  no  doubl  the 
la^islatai'e  siniposed  would  be  generally  contributed 
as  towards  tlie  consirnclion  of  a  system  of  medical 
SMpport,  was  paid  only  ioindiviiiuil  cases  of  sickness 
for  attendance  an:l  medicines,  whicJi  it  was,  of 
c  )iirse,  a  quite  isiaderpivite  remuneration,  iufleed 
the  medi  .'al  man.  tinding  himself  not  at  tiie  receipt  of 
;x  merely  mojjiied  remuneration,  but  an  absolute  and 
serious  loser  l)y  the  exercise  of  his  calling  umier  an 
<ij>piication  of  the  law,  such  as  the  legislature  never 
contemplated,  evaded  it  as  much  as  possible.  Per- 
haps tlie  negro  doctor  also  induenced  the  people 
against  the  system. 

i\a  ID.  I).  K.  BaH  is  coroner  for  the  parish;  tai* 
lor  by  trade,  resifling  at  i-^nBeld  ;  he  is  paid  a  certain 
amount  fixeii  by  law  for  each  ianuest,  (i:;],)  besides 
mile  money.  Income  about  £\'iO  per  annum,  but 
ju  iny  •ianeces>ary  iiiipjests  are  lield  ;  there  have  not 
heew  more  than  two  u"  ihree  {)ost  mortem  examina- 
t ions  tan  year;  iht!  average  fo»'  some  years  past  is 
about  six  ;  tlie  preponuerating  causes  ot  deaih,  vviLhiu 
Dr.  Clarke's  exjjerience,  is  pleitro  pneumonia 

No.  1 1 .  That  the  ofhce  of  coroner  l^e  <n\\\  tilled  by 
a  medical  man  I  consider  one  of  the  mo>l  valuable 
suggestions  that  has  been  made,  pJirlicidarJy  under 
existing  circumstances  ;  u  reversionary  iiitcrest  in  tiie 
office  would  be     cncourageinent  to  medical  mea  la 
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settle  in  the  island.  The  opinion  of  a  medics!. coro- 
ner would  be  well  founded  as  to  the  necessity  or"  a 
post  mortem  examination,  and  conseqnenllv  alike 
con<]iicive  to  the  ends  of  justice  as  well  as  economy  ; 
and  I  believe  they  would,  as  a  body,  slirink  from  a 
merely  mercenary  traffic  in  their  functions.  By  a 
clause  in  the  act  tliey  may  be  debarred  from  holding 
any  other  parochial  appointment,  leaviuj^  the  hnspi- 
ta)  or  asvlum,  out-door  poor,  health  oflicer,  police, 
&c.  to  a  second  medical  practitioner;  this  would  se- 
cure two  medical  men  to  every  country  parish  ;  they 
would  also  have  their  private  practice,  and  if  a 
healthy  and  extensive  s}stem  of  immigration  was 
commenced,  (the  only  menus  left  to  stay  this  agri- 
cultural  country  from  a  further  retrogression,)  it  may 
be  the  source  from  which  a  third  resicient  n)edi<::al 
practitioner  could  be  introduced.  The  great  want  of 
inedical  aid  is  so  pressing  and  so  immediate,  it  is  a 
subject  well  worthy  of  legislative  consideration  how 
far  it  would  be  practicable  to  remove  and  compensate 
the  present  holders  of  the  coroner's  olhce. 

ISo.  12.  A  register  was  kept  in  this  parish  of  births 
and  deaths  ;  it  commenced  in  1844,  but  was  never 
regularly  made  available  by  the  people  ;  a  good  ma- 
ny births  were  registered  until  the  act  was  repealed, 
(but  the  repeal  was  disallowed.)  from  that  time  it  fell 
off  and  has  become  a  dead  letter,  no  names  iiaving 
been  registered  for  the  last  year. 

No.  13.  V/itboiit  any  register  to  refer  to,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  Dr.  Clarke,  resident  many  yenrs  in  this 
parish,  that  amongst  the  adult  and  able  bodied  por- 
tion of  the  population,  l>y  far  the  most  ordinary  cause 
of  death  is  neglected  iufiammation  of  the  contents  of 
the  chest,  particularly  pleuro  pneumonia. 

No.  14.  There  are  many  married  couples  among 
our  peasantry  whose  conduct  is  unexceptionable,  but 
1  regret  to  add,  tl)e  rites  of  m.arriage  are  not  so  ge- 
nerally observed  as  could  be  desired  ;  in  very  many 
instances  young  men  have  married  women  consider- 
;ibiy  older  thap  themselyes,  who  ha^l  acquired  lyoney 
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in  earlier  davs,  eifiier  by  industry  or  prior  connec- 
tions, and,  1  tear,  in  the.se  cases  the  wWe  often  sub- 
mit^, and  even  panders,  to  the  desires  of  her  hus- 
band. 

No.  15.  Oheabism  and  myab'sm  is,  I  fear,  on  the 
increase  in  this  p^risii.  i\3e!ancholy  proofs  of  this 
came  out  ddiiti"-  the  cholera. 

No.  Ki.  There  are  three  or  fonr.  I  am  informed 
of  one  uho  charges  five  dollars  for  a  case,  with  more 
or  less  after,  according-  to  the  result.  I  know  of  one 
who  was  very  attentive,  and  said  to  be  very  snccess- 
fnl  in  stopnin^?  (i^arrliCGa  in  this  district  during  the 
recent  cpidendc. 

No.  !7.  1  do  not  think  ihis  class  use  any  drugs 
with  the  intention  of  doing  injury  ;  but  1  fear  they 
soraeliiups  re.sort  to  po^verlul  medicines  injudicious- 
jy,  and  there  is  strong'  reason  to  suspect,  that  under 
(he  system  of  obeahism  and  myaiisra,  sugar  of  lead 
has  frequently  been  admiiiistered  in  poisonous  doses 
in  this  parish. 

No.  18.  i  doubt  if  the  present  generation  of  ne- 
groes '.viii  ever  be  iociuced  to  volunteer  a  fair  remu- 
neration to  duly  qualified  medieal  men,  who,  at  pre-« 
sent,  are  .seldom  called  in  before  the  case  is  in  its 
last  stage,  or  utterly  hopeless  ;  and  then  the  sole  mo- 
tive wiiicb  actuates  the  sick  mau's  family  is,  that  it 
may  he  said  the  "  white  doctor,"  as  tliey  call  the  re- 
gular practitioner,^  has  seen  the  patient,  and  thereby 
they  "  save  inquest,  '  as  tiiey  express  it.  The  quack 
doctor,  being  a  man  of  their  own  class,  and  in  t!ie 
hahit  of  familiar  iniercoursewith  them,  has  means 
of  obtaining  payuient.  whi(dv  a  gentleman  cannot 
desccncJ  to.  The  quack  <h^ctor  is  often  a  church 
leader,  and  has  il  thas-  in  his  power  to  use  several  in- 
direct iiifbiences  among  their  own  people  to  induce 
payment ;  tlien  he  does  not  insist  on  a  casb  fee,  hav- 
ing otlier  means  to  enror('e  payment  as  just  recited, 
whereas  iC  the  medical  man  does  not  get  paid  a  cash 
fee  he  may  give  up  all  prospect  of  any  after  settle- 
pient ;  at  the  same  time  the  negro  roadily  avails  i^im- 


214  Appendix. 

self  of  the  snpcrior  skill  of  fhe  regular  practitioner, 
^vl^en  it  can  he  obtained  gratis. 
JNo.  IP.  In  some  cases. 

No.  20.  The  crime  of  infanticide  is  unnsual  anionf^ 
onr  people,  but  there  is,  in  many  instances,  very  great 
and  cnlpabic  neglect  in  the  treatinent  of  their  young 
chihlren,  and  Nvheii  we  compart^the  anxiety,  or  pre- 
tenfled  anxiety  of  the  moilier,  often  M'ilnef^sed  in 
slavery,  with  the  many  instances  of  ^.ross  indifference 
since  evinced,  we  begin  to  donbt  the  sincerity  of  tliis 
feeling:  at  the  former  period. 

No.  Such  a  measure  would  be  very  beneficial, 
but  ViOuld  not,  in  my  o|)inion,  enlist  the  v(>luiitary 
support  of  <he  people,  'i  he  habits  of  civilized  lite 
have  \et  to  be  formed  ;  a  direct  tax  fur  this  purpose 
wouhi  raise  tlse  negative  principle  of  their  nature  into 
active  antagonism,  and  thus  defeat  its  own  end  ; 
the  only  way  they  cnn  be  made  to  contribute  to  the 
<^n<l  in  view  is  by  indirect  taxation.  The  use  of  spi- 
rits is  mucli  on  the  increase,  the  spirit  licence  might, 
it  is  fair  to  infer,  be  raised  at  the  sam.e  time;  shops 
witljout  licences  should  be  more  strictly  locked  after; 
this  even,  if  successful,  could  of  course  be  only  one 
necessary  means. 

No.  22.  Answered  with  No.  21. 

No.  23.  Tliere  is  generally  a  very  inadequate  sup- 
ply of  medicines  kept  in  tiie  parish,  in  the  event  of 
any  epidemic  disease  appearing.  A  well  regulated 
public  flispensary,  in  a  central  part  of  the  fiarihh,  at* 
tended  by  a  well  informed  dispenser,  under  th.e  ger;e- 
ral  instructions  of  a  me<lical  man,  would  be  very  \a- 
luable  indeed.  During  the  late  epidemic,  ihe  people 
in  the  interior  were  in  xery  many  instances  wholly 
destitute  of  medicines  and  medical  aid,  our  oaly  me 
dical  pra(!tilioner  attending  principally  in  the  town  of 
AnnotJo  l>dv. 

(Signed,)  RICHARD  C.  BURKE, 
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Answer  of  Dr,  Tarrant  to  circular  of  Sth  September, 

1851. 

T.  James  Brow y.  Esquire, 

IS'ecriiari/  to  the  Central  Board  of  Ilealtli,  Kingston^ 
Sir, 

1  herewilli  forward  ray  replies  to  certain  questions 
received  bv  a  circular  letter  of  date  the  IHlh  ultimo, 
from  the  comuiiitee  of  the  Central  Board  ot  Health, 
Kingstj)rj,  which  1  hope  may  he  received  in  due 
course,  and  aid  th.e  members  of  the  committee  in 
their  labours;  some  few  questions  remain  unnoticed, 
owing-  to  the  difllculty  experienced  in  obtaining  infor- 
mation from  persons  ca])able  of  giving  it  ;  on  anolhef 
occasion.,  I  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  rec- 
ti fv  in":  the  omission. 

hi  reference  to  tlie  second  paragraph  of  your  cir- 
cular, I  am  happy  to  say,  Vere,  St.  Dorothy,  and  the 
lower  part  of  Clarendon,  in  all  of  which  places  J  am 
in  the  ha!)it  of  practising,  have,  since  the  disappear- 
ance ol'  cliolera,  been  healthy,  with  the  temporary  ex- 
ce[j?ion  of  influenza,  chronic  pains,  and  diarrhaa,  and 
1  am  not  aware  of  anv  requiremets,  in  either  parish, 
save  tiiose  tiie  legislature  may  think  proper  to  adopt 
in  addition  to  their  present  requirements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  &c.  kc. 

VV.  TAURAINT. 

Iiules  to  be  observed  hi/  the  members,  to  aselfsupporU 

iti^  dispensary, 

1st.  That  the  henefit  of  this  society  is  confined  to 
llie  inhabitants  of  Kingston  ;  and  anv  member,  on  jio-» 
ing  to  reside  out  of  the  city,  will  forfeit  all  clainrio 
be  visited^  i)y  the  sabscriber. 

•2nd.  That  the  object  of  a  self-supporting  dispen- 
sary is  to  afford  to  its  members  medical  and  surgical 
advice,  surgical  operations,  and  medicines,  and  at- 
tendance  at  the  abodes  of  ail  such  of  its  members  m 
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arie  not  able  to  call  on  the  subscriber,  at  his  resi- 
dence,  oral  the  (iispeiijsary. 

3rd.  That  att(  n/hjp.ce  .>n  midv.ifery  is  not  con- 
templated as  a  beneMt  arisino;  from  the  dispensary, 
Mich  attendance,  vvisen  nee(Jed,  will  ((•••ni  a  separate 
charge. 

4th.  The  sulv^cription  wiii  be  two  dollars  the  (juar* 
ier,  or  forty  siriliiiio^  the  year,  pavj^hle  in  advance, 
for  all  persons  above  fifteen  years  of  a^e,  and  half 
these  amounts  lor  all  nersf)ns  under  that  age. 

5(h.  That  no  person  after,  tiie  1st  January, 
Avill  receive  the  benefit  of  the  dispensary,  ^\|«o  is  not 
in  health  at  the  time  or"  siibscribinji:,  unless  by  paying 
an  extra  quarter's  advance  of  two  dollars  in^uidition 
to  a  year's  snbscri[)tion  of  forty  shillings  ;  in  ail  eight 
dollars.  "  ° 

t)th.  That  at  the  time  of  an  indivitlual  becoujing  a 
member,  personal  attenxhince  on  the  sidjscriber  will, 
in  every  instar.ce,  be  required,  and  then  and  thereto 
give  their  proper  naiise,  rj^e,  orciijvalion,  and  resi- 
dence, in  order  t!iat  n  iv_u.ister  of  the  saine  may  be 
kept  by  the  subscriber  ;  and  in  the  event  of  its  being 
afterwards  discovereil  ihat  an  individual  has  given  a 
wrong  name,  ajie,  (ie(  u j.iation,  or  residdice,  suc  h 
iTieraber  will  forfa  it  all  ftiriher  claini  to  tlio  benefit 
the  dispensary  holds  out,  as  well  as  of  the  remainiiio^ 
period  of  attendjince. 

7th.  That  at  the  time  of  the  payment  ofsubpcriptlon, 
and  upon  ail  subsecpsent  occasions  of  receiving  san~iC, 
each  member  will  be  furnislied  with  a  circular  letter, 
explanatory  of  the  ends  of  the  dispensatory,  the  time 
of  attendance  paid  for  therein  specified,  and  signed  by 
the  subscriber,  as  well  as  the  name,  age,  occupation, 
and  residence,  gi^en  by  I  lie  mendicr  at  the  time  of 
paying  the  subsci  ipt i(fn  ;  and  on  no  con^ideratioii 
whatever  will  a  subscii!)er*s  letter  of  admission  be 
transferrib'e  to  anotlier  individual. 

Bth.  That  every  member,  when  reonirinsr  advice 
or  medicines,  will  be  expected  to  call  at  t!ie  dispen- 
sary, (for  the  present  held  at  the  residence  of  the 


subscriber,  59,  Duke  street,)  between  the  hours  of 
nine  and  two  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  or  three  and 
four  in  the  afternoon,  and  to  brir.g  their  letter  of  ad- 
mission ;  and  thut  members  shall,  upon  no  account 
whatever,  require  tlie  attendance  of  the  subscriber  at 
their  own  residence,  unless  the  illness  is  such  as  to- 
prevent  their  attendance,  in  which  event  every  atten- 
tion will  he  paid  by  the  subscriber  when  so  called 
upon  as  in  private  practice. 

9th.  That  all  members,  requiring  the  attendance  of 
the  subscriber  at  their  own  residence,  in  order  that 
thev  niav  receive  early  attention  to  their  calls,  are  ex- 
pected  to  forward  to  him  their  letie;*  of  adnjission 
before  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  or  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  ;  no  attention  will  be  paid  to  calls; 
made  at  any  other  periods,  except  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency, and  then  at  the  option  of  the  subscriber. 

lOih.  Every  change  of  residence  must  be  com- 
municated to  the  subscriber  when  called  upon  for 
advice  or  attendance,  ?.nd  the  letter  of  admission  to 
be  brought  to,  and  left  with,  the  subscriber  upon 
every  occasion  so  wishing  advice,  as  the  niedium 
of  ensuring  early  attendance  and  a  correct  referencov 
of  address. 

lith.  The  period  of  attendance  to  commence  and 
terminate  at  the  dates  specified  by  the  receipt  on  the 
endorsement  of  the  letter  of  subscription,  either  quar- 
terly or  annually,  as  the  payment  may  be  ;  antl  it  is 
expected  that  all  the  rules  herein  contained  will  be 
strictly  observed  by  the  parties. 

12th.  The  suhscri!)er  reserves  to  himself  the  right 
of  excluding  from  the  benefit  of  I  he  dispensary  all 
such  persons  as  he  may  consider  not  coming  under 
the  denomination  of  the  class  of  persons  whom  it  i^- 
intended  to  benefit. 

W.  TARRANT,  M.R.C.SX.,  S.A.  &c. 

Kingston,  July  \st,  1(338;. 
59,  Duke  Street, 


Ayistvers  of  Dr.  Tarrant  to  questions  appended  to  err- 
cular  ofSih  September,  1861. 

No.  1.  Vere  is  neither  scattered  or  congregated  m 
towns  and  villages,  there  being  no  town,  and  but  a  few 
negro  hamlets,  strictly  t^peaking,  say  half  a  dozen, 
or  thereabouts  ;  the  parish  is  level,  and  accessible  m 
dry  weather  to  all  parts,  with  iuir  roads. 

'No,  2.  The  reduction  of  population  in  Vere,  by  cho- 
lera, as  shewn  by  the  parochial  register's  returns,  was- 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  individuals  ;  namely,  three 
liundred  and  eighty -five  males,  and  three  hundred  and 
ninety-five  females  ;  the  survivors  are  chiefly  agri- 
culturists. 

No.  3.  The  number  of  sugar  estates  in  cultivation 
in  Vere,  is,  I  believe,  twenty-five  or  six  ;  from  per- 
sonal experience,  1  consider  the  available  labour  m 
the  parish  is  very  deficient;  and  that  double  the- 
number  could  readily  find  employment,  owing  to  the 
caprice  and  indolence  of  its  peasantry. 

iVo.  4.  Out  of  crop  the  rate  of  wages  in  the  parisb 
of  Vere  may  be  said  to  aveiage  from  nine-pence  to* 
one  shilling  per  day,  for  adult  labourers  ;  elderly 
people  and  children  half  these  sums  ;  in  crop  time, 
tue  former,  from  one  shilling  to  one  shilling  and  six- 
pence ;  but  at  all  periotls  contract  or  task  work  is« 
preferred,  and  considered  more  satisfactory  to  the 
employer  and  employed  ;  their  wages  are  always  paid 
in  specie,  and  usually  every  week. 

No  5..  The  number  of  persons  receiving  parochial! 
relief  may  be  said  to  average  about  Ofty-five  per  week 
during  the  entire  year  ;  they  are  chieily  elderly  or  dis- 
eased subjects,  or  cripples.  These,  with  any  deserv^ 
ing  poor  persons,,  receive  medical  ai tendance  and  me- 
dicines gratuitously  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
clergy,,  churchwardens,  justices  of  the  peace,  or  mem- 
T')ers:  ©f  the  vestry  r  for  which  duties  the  pum  of  one" 
hundred  pounds  per  annum  has,  for  the  last  three  or 
tour  years,  l)een.  assessed  in  the  ways  and  means,  oi' 
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the  parish  each  year,  the  same  hein^  divided  into 
three  districts,  according  to  the  number  of  medical 
practitioners  at  that  time  residing  in  the  parish,  but 
since  which  period,  a  fourth,  Dr.  Trutch,  has  re- 
turned thereto,  but  has  not  expressed  a  desire  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  same. 

No.  6*.  There  are  four  resident  medical  practition- 
■ers  in  Vere,  namely,  Dr/rrutch,  residing  near  to  the 
Milk  River  Bath,  Dr.  R.  G  Bruce,  Lancet  Hall,  near 
to  the  Alley,  Dr.  J.  N.  Chailinor,  in  the  Portland 
district,  and  myself,  near  Salt  River  ;  this  number  is, 
dn  my  opinion,  more  than  required  for  the  wants  of 
its  parishioners. 

No.  7.  There  is  no  public  dispensary  or  hospital 
in  this  parish,  yet,  as  stated  to  query  number  ffve, 
£100  is  paid  annually  to  Drs.  Bruce,  Chailinor,  and 
myself,  conjointly  for  our  professional  services  and 
medicines  on  the  paupers  and  other  deserving  poor 
of  the  parish,  at  the  request  of  certain  authorities. 

INo.  8.  See  m.y  reply  to  the  preceding  question. 

No.  9.  Not  having  been  one  of  the  medical  attend- 
ants under  the  dispensary  act  of  ninth  Victoria,  the 
same  dividing  this  parish  in  two  districts,  although 
there  were  then  and  still  are  four  resident  medical 
practitioners,  (a  division  I  consider  partial,)  i  cannot, 
from  personal  observation,  answer  this  question  sa- 
tisfactorily. 

No.  30.  Robert  G.  Bruce,  esquire.  Lancet  Hall, 
surgeon,  his  remuneration  is,  1  believe,  by  fees;  Dr, 
Bruce  having  promised  me  to  reply  to  this  question 
fully,  he  being  more  interested  than  myself,  will 
doubtless  give  the  circular  of  the  committee  fuller  in- 
formation than  1  could  afford  them. 

No.  I  I.  1  have  always  entertained  the  opinion  that 
a  medical  practitioner,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  ana- 
tomy of  the  human  body,  as  well  as  of  medical  juris- 
prudence, the  most  htting  person  to  fill  therespon- 
«sible  office  of  coroner,  and  thereby  forwarding  the 
ends  ofjustice, 

E  e  2 
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No.  12.  There  is,  but  I  have  not  as  yet  been  abletd 
Teter  to  the  records. 

No.  13,  For  the  reason  ascigned  above,  I  am  un- 
able to  reply  hereto. 

No.  14.  Not  generally  so.  Since  the  cholera  I 
am  informed  some  parties  who  had  previously  lived 
in  a  state  of  concubinage  have  been  married  ;  the  ma- 
jority of  offsprings  being  however  the  result  of  illi- 
cit intercourse. 

No.  15.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

No.  16.  I  regret  to  say  that  there  are  far  too  many* 
The  negro  practice,  1  have  good  reason  to  believe,  is 
chiefly  confined  to  this  class  of  persons.  1  cannot, 
from  personal  knowledge,  say  the  amount  of  remune- 
ration they  receives  altliough  1  should  think  it  to  be 
quite  as  much  as  any  practitioner  would  charge  per- 
sons in  their  station  of  life  if  applied  to  for  medical 
aid. 

No.  17.  I  cannot  say  that  I  do  ;  but  not  long  since 
an  inquest  was  held  on  a  coloured  female  in  comfort- 
•able  circumstances,  (the  widow  of  the  late  pound- 
keeper,  and  an  aspirant  for  the  office  of  coroner,) 
"whereupon  evidence  was  adduced  that  she  had  been 
shortly  before  bled  by  a  black  man;  she  died  from 
extensive  inflammation  of  the  arm,  and  side  or  tlie 
body,  and,  in  my  opinion,  had  she  not  been  bled  by 
an  unskilful  person,  death  would  not  have  occur- 
red . 

No.  18.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  negro  charac^ 
ter,  1  feel  confident  in  saying  that  nothing  short  of 
gratuitous  medical  relief  would  induce  the  mnjority 
of  negroes  to  leave  the  illiterate  for  the  regular  prac^ 
tiiioner,  and  not  then  in  all  cases. 

No.  19.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of  ;  old  women,  very 
deficient  in  the  art,  usually  attend  on  labors,  and  I 
know  df  deat!)  resulting  from  bad  treatment. 

No.  20.  None,  to  my  knowledge,  in  the  parish  of 
Vere.  Some  years  since  1  was  called  to  attend  a  co^ 
rcner's  in(juest  on  the  decomposed  remains  of  an  in* 
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ll\nt.  BOtne  time  inferred,  when  it  was  impossible  to 
arrivs  at  any  satisft-ctory  conclusion  as  to  the  cause 
of  death.  1  f.ni  inclined  to  tliink  the  evidence  ad* 
duced  went  to  prove  Ihc  secretin;!^  of  the  birth,  and 
not  intanticide. 

No.  -21.1  can  conscicnfiously  assert  that  the  me« 
dical  practitioners  1  am  acquainted  with  complain 
tiiey  are  not  sufficiently  i enumerated  for  tlieir  ser- 
vices ;  and  1  would  add  this  is  not  merely  confined  to 
the  lower  classes,  but  in  many  instances  to  those  of  a 
higher  grade,  who  either  physic  themselves,  friends, 
and  family,  or  but  badly  rermmerate  their  medical  at- 
tendant. Eight  years  practice  in  this  parish,  the 
jower  part  of  Clarendon,  and  St.  J)orothy's,  confirms 
that  opinion.  1  likewise  consider  (excepting  p>er 
chance  a  few  parishes)  that  there  are  already  quite 
sufficient  medical  gentlemen,  in  every  point  of  view, 
for  all  sanitary  purposes.  1  could  not  therefore  think 
of  sugn  esiing  the  idea  of  calling  in  more  of  the  faculty 
to  emigrate  to  the  island,  particularly  at  its  expence. 
The  be.'st  mode  to  ensure  the  continuance  of  the  pre- 
sent bo<ly  of  practitioners  in  the  country,  and  also  to 
add  to  its  number,  would,  1  consider,  be  by  encou- 
raging those  already  in  it,  by  legalizing  their  charges 
for  professional  services,  and  by  offering  them  every 
and  any  encouragement  the  legislature  could  effect. 
In  support  of  these  sentiments  I  would  observe  that 
in  the  parisli  of  Vere  there  are  four  resident  medical 
practitioners,  and  has  continued  so  since  1844.  Of 
this  number  only  owe  may  be  considered  as  living  by 
his  profession  ;  the  remaining  three  (myself  included) 
possess  our  freeholds,  more  or  less  comfortably  ap- 
pointed, which  mainly  adds  to  our  support.  1  may 
add  my  annual  receipts  in  the  three  parishes  for  ne- 
gro practice,  does  not  average  live  pounds  per  annum, 
whereas,  in  Clarendon,  1  know  of  three  medical  gen- 
tlemen leaving  it,  not  being  able  to  acquire  a  mere 
competency,  whilst  one  withdrew  from  practice  on 
that  account,  and  a  fifth  lived  chiefly  on  the  proceeds 
«>f  a  retail  drag  shop;  and  a  sixth,  lately  deceased^ 
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^vas  looked  upon  more  in  tlie  light  of  a  general  shop- 
keeper than  tliat  of  a  medical  man.  During  the  same 
period,  St.  Dorothy  had  four  practitioners,  three  left 
the  island,  not  being  able  to  procure  a  living,  and  the 
fourth  died  pennyle.ss,  if  not  in  debt. 

No.  22.  This  I  feel  the  most  diliicidt  question  of 
tiie  number  to  answer.  In  the  lirst  place,  the  gene- 
ral and  just  complaint  oi  excess  of  taxation  would,  I 
think,  cause  the  proprietary  l)ody,  and  like  tax-pay- 
ers, to  object  to  any  furilitr  impost  for  the  benefit  of 
a  class  of  persons  already  far  better  provided  for 
than  any  peasantry  i  am  aware  of ;  and  so  far  as  the 
negro  himself  is  concerned,  much  as  it  may  be  desir- 
^ible  and  proper,  i  am  of  opinion  no  direct  tax,  im- 
posed on  him  for  that  purpose,  would  be  paid,  and 
if  paid,  then  most  reluctantly.  Their  present  taxes 
are  paid,  for  the  most  part,  unwillingly,  and  they  en- 
<leavour  all  in  their  power  to  evade  a  correct  return 
of  their  taxable  property,  particularly  horses,  lands, 
and  houses. 

No.  23.  Dr.  Bruce  keeps  a  shop  for  the  sale  of 
medicines,  i  keep  on  hand  a  supply  for  my  own  use 
only;  these  are  the  only  parties  who  keep  medicines 
in  the  parish,  and  1  should  say,  excepting  in  cases  of 
an  epidemic,  sufficient  for  the  general  purposes  there- 
of. Tiiere  is  also  a  drug  shop  at  Old-Harbour  mar- 
ket, generally  pretty  well  supplied  for  retail  pur- 
poses, and  another  at  Four  Paths,  in  Clarendon. 

Lastly.  In  addition  to  what  J  have  already  stated, 
for  the  information  of  the  committee  of  the  Central 
Board  of  Health,  I  would  add  that  in  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  in  Kingston,  and  on 
my  return  to  the  country,  I  endeavoured  to  meet  the 
v/ants  arising  from  the  then  recently  altered  state  of 
things  by  establishing  a  self-supporting  dispensary;  a 
copy  of  the  circular  rules,  1  herewith  forward.  To 
which  institution  only  twenty  one  persons  subscribed 
in  the  course  of  a  year;  their  respective  amounts  be- 
!jig  chiefly  paid  by  their  employers,  or  friends,  the 
amount  of  receipts  did  not  exceed  twenty-three 
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ponntls  four  shilling's,  a  sum  barely  sufficient  to  pay 
the  expences  incurred  in  advertizing,  printing  cir- 
culars, forms,  &c.  i  also  adopteni  a  similar  step  on 
reduced  terms,  or  rather  attempted  to  tlo  so,  iu 
Vere,  in  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forly- 
four.  The  only  contributors  being  a  family  consist- 
ing of  five  in  nimiber,  (one  at  the  time  ill,)  and  from 
whom  I  received  six  shillings  and  three-{)ence,  for 
three  months  attendance,  and  medicines. 

I  would,  in  conclusion,  most  respectfully  suggest  to 
the  committee,  that  should  there  be  another  sanita- 
ry bill  introduced  by  the  legislature,  the  sums  to  be 
appropriated  to  each  parish  respectively  should  be 
equally  shared  by  each  medical  gentleman  in  the  pa- 
rish, and  who  may  be  desirous  of  attending  to  its 
parishioners.  In  this  view  my  colleagues  all  concur,, 
as  stated  by  letter  to  Mr.  Bristowe,  the  senior  mem- 
ber for  Portland. 

(.Signed,)  W.  TAHRANT. 

Al.R.C.S.  London,  ^c.  Sfc. 

Answer  of  Dr.  Allan  to  circular  8th  September,  1851* 

3Iauc/noneal,  St.  Thomas  in  the  Easty 
30th  September y  1851. 

Sir, 

In  conformity  with  your  letter  of  8th  instant,  ad- 
dressed to  me,  I  herewith  transmit  answers  to  the 
several  questions  submitted  by  the  committee  of  the 
Central  Board  of  Health,  on  the  subject  of  medical 
relief  I  beg  leave  also  to  state,  (according  to  your 
request,)  for  the  information  of  the  committee  of  said 
Board,  appointed  to  consider  the  sanitary  state 
and  wants  of  the  different  parishes,"  that  with  regard 
to  this  district  of  the  parish,  it  is  scattered  over  a 
large  extent,  in  each  division  of  which,  there  are  se- 
yeral  populous  villages,  lately  settled  by  the  labour- 
ing population.  The  greater  part  of  the  dwellings  in 
those  villages  are  constructed  without  any  regard  to 
ventilation,  and  being  generally  too  densely  situated 


aiul  oontiaud  in  their  apartments,  the  inmafes  ar© 
then^by  renderecl  much  more  liable  to  sucli  diseases 
us  arise  from  sudden  changes  of  temperature,  damp- 
ness, impure  air,  &c.  &e.,  and  when  in  such  ill  venti- 
lated and  unwholesome  localities,  they  do  become 
sick,  the  success  of  medical  treatment,  under  such  un- 
favourable circumstances,  must  thereby  be  consider- 
ably diminisiied.  The  evils  arisins:  from  the  crowd- 
in.2,'  and  huddling  together  of  the  ne.^roes,  must  be 
sufficiently  apparent  to  the  more  enlightened  of  even 
themselves,  but  without  some  legislative  effort  to 
dispel  the  prejudice  and  ignorance  still  unfortunately 
existing  to  a  large  extent  in  this  matter,  little,  I  fear, 
can  be  accouiplished  in  the  way  of  sajiitary  reform. 
I  have,  in  too  many  instances  in  this  island,  seen  and 
marked  the  direftd  ejects  of  impure  and  contami- 
nated air  arising  from  the  overcrowding'  of  aipartments 
and  from  neglect  of  proper  ventilation.  To  such 
neglect  (in  such  a  climate  as  this)  much  sickness  may 
still  be  attributed  botii  amongst  adults  and  children. 
These  evils  are  greatly  aggravated  by  the  too  com- 
mon practice  adopted  by  the  negroes  of  planting, 
cl«)se  to,  their  dwellings,  trees  and  shrubs,  which, 
shortly  increasing,  sometimes  surround  and  overisang 
their  already  ill  ventilated  and  confmed  apartments, 
and  thereby  greatly  diminish  the  current  of  air.-^ 
The  district  of  Mnnchionear  has  in  all  a  popula- 
tion of  nearly  tive  thousand  i3ouls.  About  fifteen 
years  ago  there  were  three  resident  medical  men  in 
practice  in  said  district,  bat  at  present  1  am  the  only 
medical  practilioner  therein.  1  shall  now  proceed  to 
answer  the  several  questions  in  their  order  as  they 
stand,  which  1  shall  herewith  enclose. 
J  have  the  honor  to  he,  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  ALLAN. 


jippenduf, 


Answers  of  Dr,  Allan  to  questions  appended  to  cir- 
cular bill  September^  I80I. 

No.  1.  Tlie  extent  in  square  miles  of  the  whole 
parish  I  aiu  unable  to  state.  This  district  of  the  pa- 
risli  (Manchioneal)  extends  along  the  sea  coast  over 
a  space  of  about  tuehe  miles,  and  varying  m  breadtiv 
from  four  to  eiglit  miles.  Some  of  the  roads  are  inf 
good  condition,  and  others  very  bad.  The  land  is 
partly  mountainous  and  partly  in  small  plains. 

No.  2.  The  estimated  population  of  Manchioneal. 
before  the  late  visitation  of  ciiolera,  was  about  four 
thousand  eight  hundred,  of  whom  about  seventy 
died  of  that  disease;  the  female  sex,  1  believe,  now 
preponderates  ;  the  occupation  of  the  peasantry  is 
principally  agricultural. 

No.  3.  Theie  are  nine  sugar  estates  in  cultivation 
in  this  district,  and  two  estates  occupied  entirely  in 
the  cultivation  of  arrowroot.  The  demand  for  labour 
is  fully  equal  to  the  supply,  but  the  supply  ought 
greatly  to  exceed  t!»e  demand,  were  each  able  bodied 
labourer  to  give  a  fair  day  work  for  a  fair  day's  wages. 
Some  of  the  more  industrious  agricultural  labourers 
residing  here,  proceed  occasionaiiy  to  the  other  dis- 
tricts of  the  parish,  where,  on  the  larger  estates,  they 
obtain  higher  wages,  and  from  tliis  cause  also  the 
supply  of  labour  in  this  district,  is  considerably  less- 
ened. The  neld  labourer  on  day's  wages  on  estates 
here  most  frequently  tttrns  out  to  work  at  Jibout 
hair-past  eight,  a.  m.,  and  withdraws  at  half- past 
three,  p.  M.,  takmg  out  of  the  time  stated  two  hours 
foi  breakfast,  thus  leaving  only  five  hours  for  a  dayV^ 
-work,^ 

No,  4.  The  average  amount  of  wages  paid  an  estate's- 
labourer  per  diem,  in  Manchioneal,  may  be  stated 
at  about  one  shilling  and  three  pence,  but  by.  job  or 
task  work^  two- shillings  per  diem  might  be  made, 
and  frequeally  mx)re  than,  that  amount  per  diem  ia 
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made  by  task  work  in  the  field  ;  there  is,  Iiowever, 
on  tlic  p-art  of  the  ial)o;irer,  u  very  ♦;cr.enil  reluctance 
to  take  job  svork.  Tho  labourer  is  generally  paid 
Yi'Gekly,  or  sometimes  once  in  t',vo  weeks.  1  cannot 
say  that  the  peo;>le  ?.;enerally  evince  much  unwilling, 
ne.ss  to  work  in  I  he  cultivntii)Ji  ot'estates,  unless  indeed 
some  pressiiig  requirements  urge  them,  whicli  sel- 
dom occurs. 

INcK  5.  The  number  of  paupers  in  this  parish,  or  iu 
this  di:.' trie t,'  I  have  no  mear.r:  of  knowing,  nor  can  I 
sav  how  maTiv.  froin  sickness  or  olher  disa!)ility,  are 
iniabie  to  contribute  anvfniiiz  for  p.rovidiiia,  themselves 
AVjlh  medicines  and  medical  attendance. 

No  0.  Ti^e  nunilj^r  of  qualified  medical  praciiiion- 
^rs  "at  present  in  this  parish  is  nve,  viz.  :  — tliree 
or  near  Morant  Ba>-,  one  in  Plantain  (warden  Kiver 
district,  and  one  at  Manchioneid.  This  numher  I  rlo 
liot  consider  adequate  to  the  requirements  of  the  po- 
pulation. 

No  7.  There  i.-j  no  public  di:spensary  or  hospital  ia 
this  parish. 

Mo.  S.  There  being  no  such  dispensary  or  hospital 
in  this  parish,  I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  this  ques- 
tion, (No.  0.) 

No.  9.  During  th:.:;  existence  of  the  dispensary  act 
(nintii  Victoria,  chapter  forty-three.)  in  lail),  (being 
the  first  year  in  which  the  act  caiiie  into  cpcratio::,) 
1  had  entered  subscribers  an:oun{ing  to  one  hun- 
dred ar.d  l!:ijiy-f.ve,  and  ]:aapers,  twenly-one,  total 
for  i846,  oneliuiidied  and  fdty  six.  The  follc^ving 
year  of  its  deration,  (1847,)  \  had  entered  ei;d»ty- 
eight,  f<nd  paupers  nineteen,  total  fur  11347,  one  huii- 
dretl  and  seven.  T!ie  givater  [)ari;  of  my  first  year'!^ 
eabdcribers  rener/ed  their  snbscriplions  tisu  ftdlo'.ving 
year,  which  shows  that  they  at  least  did,  in  some 
manner,  aj:;,reoiate  the  advantage  of  tlie  act.  In 
this  pfirish,  however,  and  \  believe  t!irougho;:t  the  is- 
kTid  generrjly,  tiie  act  did  not  work  well,  chiefly,  as 
1  belisve,  becuusc  it  was  left  entirtly  to  the  option  of 
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those  pnrlieG,  (tlie  labouring'  classes,)  for  whose  ad- 
rant;if;o  this'  act  was  iatended,  to  avail  themselves  of 
it  or  not,  as  they  tni«;ht  think  pro[}er. 

No.  10.  !>iHiraa  M'l'h^rsoii,  esq-iire,  is  the  coro- 
ner ox  ihis  p:fiish.  He  resiilt-:  on  his  own  property, 
in  t]ie  HU:e:  Moun\?A[i  Vall^^v,  a  t.listancc  Oi  dt  least 
thirty  seven  iijiles  from  IVlar.chionKil  Bay,  aud  forty- 
live  iniles  n'otrt  lite  extreme  nart  ofUu;  »>aiish.  I  he- 
liL've  he  ss  remunerated  partly  by  -ixed  yalary.  ana 
paiily  by  fees.  Hij  pro!)able  income  I  do  not  know, 
nor  can  I  state  the  a^/erajie  nun»?>cr  of  inouests  or 
po.^t  mcrUMn  examinaiious  arisinj^  out  of  them. 

No.  11.  I  hv-iieve  that  great  a»  I  vantage  wo.dd  arise 
from  the  oJtice  of  coruiiei  l»ein«^  hlled  Uy  a  daly  qua- 
lined  medical  {.r  \ctitioner ;  chiefly  ijccause  hy  his 
professional  knowled^-e,  he  might,  in  cases  of  doubt 
or  dirticnh'v,  witU  mneh  advantas'o  offer  Ids  aiivice 
and  opinion,  and  thereby  greatly  assist  a  jury  in  tha 
onerous  dutv  of  ^oimins;  a  coriect  verdict. 

No.  12.  hi  the  churcii  of  England  only  is  there  any 
re^ir^ler  kept  of  i/n-lhs,  marriages,  nnd  deaths.  Sucfi 
register,  i  am  informeci,  exterds  back  uninterrupted- 
ly for  upwards  cf  a  century. 

i\o.  1.3.  ]  am  not  aware  whether  in  such  register 
the  cause  oi  death  if,  recorded.  '"^'"-'^ 

No.  \  i.  Tiie  riJe  of  marriage  is  now  being  general- 
ly observed  by  the  peasantry  of  this  district,  and  con- 
ijequently  the  number  of  births,  as  the  offspring  of 
illicit  intercourse  of  the  sexes  is  diminishing. 

No.  I  h.ave  reason  to  believe  that  the 'practice 
of  obcalrism  is  very  common  in  tliis  parish. 

No.  JO.  There  are  uneducated  black  men,  and  I 
believe  others,  who  practice  as  quack  doctors*'  in 
this  palish,  it  is  somevJiat  difikuU  to  discover  what 
payment  they  receive  for  their  visits  or  medicines. 

No.  17.  I  have  known  some  instances  whe<e  im- 
proper, and  in  some  cases,  deleterious  drags  have 
been  adnnnistered  by  such  persons.  Additional  dan- 
ger sometimes  arises  to  patients  in  certain  cases  by 
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loss  of  time»  while  trusting  to  "  quack"  drags  before 
coRSiiUing  a  duly  qualified  practitioner. 
'  Wo.  18.  If  the  professional  services  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  duly  qualified  medical  men  could  be  ob- 
tained reasonably,  tiie  peasantry  would,  1  have  no 
doubt,  prefer  employing  such  medical  men  to  those 
quacks"  now  so  freqnentiy  rcs<jrt€d  to. 
No.  19.  I  have  not,  for  two  yeuni  back,  heard  of 
any  instance  in  ihi:s  district  in  whici)  any  negro  wo- 
man, during  the  season  of  cliild-hearing,  had  applied 
for  the  assiptaiiCe  uf  such  "  quacks."  1  Lave  known 
instances,  however,  in  which  injury  to  both  ciii'd  and 
luother,  has  resulted  by  unskilful  treat rueiU  cn  the 
purt  of  igriorant  mid  wives. 

No.  •20.  I  have  reason  to  l)elieve  that  in  some  fev/ 
instances  the  crime  of  infariticide  is  committed  in  this 
parish.  Extended  medical  relief  might,  to  a  ceriain 
extent,  tend  towards  the  suppression  of  such  crime. 

No.  21.  Any  legislfetive  jirovision,  having  for  its 
object  the  encouragement  of  medical  men  to  visit 
and  reside  in  this  island,  would,  I  have  no  doubt,  be 
generally  acceptable  to  the  labouring  classes  of  this 
country,  and  under  such  provision,  properly  framed, 
(and  not  left  too  muc'i  to  the  discretion  of  the  pea- 
santry themselves,)  the  gentlemen  so  coming  here» 
^vould  1  believe,  meet  a  fair  share  of  emplovment  and 
remuneration. 

No.  22.  The  imposition  of  a  tax  by  the  legislature 
under  the  denomination  of  a  "  Medical  Relief  Tax," 
and  under  judicious  arrangements,  would,  1  think, 
be  now  generally  paid  v*'iilingly  ;  the  more  so  on  ac- 
count of  the  late  direful  visitation  of  cholera,  by  the 
calamitous  result  of  which  the  deficienc}-  uf  a  medi- 
cal  stafF  and  medical  aid  in  this  island,  must  have 
been  more  than  ever  seen  and  felt  by  all  classes.— 
On  adults  of  both  sexes,  I  should  consider  a  house 
tax  a  fair  one  for  the  purpose  of  medical  relief,  or  on 
parties  not  possessing  a  house,  the  tax  might  be  laid 
on  other  descriptions  of  property.    On  children  of 


both  sexes  (^ay  umler  i8xi  years)  I  think  a  small  qa- 
pitation  ta::  miglit  be  in>posed. 

No.  23.  As  to  the  supply  of  medicines  provKled 
and  kept  in  this  parish,  ill  the  event  of  any  epid©w 
airvMr'T^-  1  am  n'>t  nicp.iicd  to  state  Avith  certainly. 
''^     ^  W.  B.  ALLAN. 

Aiiswsrs  of  Dr.  Rupkeij  to  the  qaestiom  appended  to 
citcaLr  oj  Si/t  September,  IB51. 

No.  1.  The  pirisli  of  St.  George  contains  between 
eightv  and  ninely  square  miles;  a  large  portion  is  in 
Avoodhvnd.  The  population  is  scattered.  The  chief 
villa^^es  are  Chnries  Tow.i,  Buff  Bay,  and  Spring 
Garden.  There  are  very  fsne  plains  ;  the  land  is  near- 
ly all  iTicuntainons  ;  ?A\  the  inhabited  localities  are  not 
accessible  by  roads,  which  are  generally  very  bad  in 
this  parish. 

No.  2.  The  eslim.ited  popnrlation  of  this  parish,  be- 
fore the  late  heavy  visitaiion  of  cholera,  was  between 
eight  and  nine  tJiousand.  The  estimated  reduction 
by  the  pestilence  is  seven  h'jnd-ed  and  thirty.  The 
adult  survivors  are  nearly  equal  as  to  sex,  and  their 
trade  or  calling*  is  principally  agricultural. 

No.  3,  The  number  of  sugar  estates  in  cultiva- 
tion in  this  parish  is  three,  there  are  four  or  five  more 
partially  cultivated,  or  about  being  abandoned. — ■ 
There  is,  in  tiie  same  manner,  seven  or  eight  coffee 
plantations.  The  demand  for  labour  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  these  is  generally  greater  than  the  labouring 
jDopulation  will  supply. 

No  4.  Tiie  average  amount  of  wages  paid  to  aa 
estate's  labourer  per  diem,  in  this  parish,  is  one  shil- 
ling ;  it  is  in  general  j)aid  regularly  in  money.  The 
people  are  not  willing  to  work  regularly  in  sufficient 
numbers  in  the  cultivation  of  estates.  The  cause 
-which  contributes  most  to  t'ueir  unwillingness  is,  they 
are  in  possession  of  small  freeholds,  and  *'  squatte- 
xies,"  on  which  they  grow  (as  there  falls  much  rain  in 
this  parish)  yams,  cocoas,  plaatains,  peas,  corn,  su- 
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gar  canes,  frnit,  &c.  &c. ;  small  quantities  of  arnow. 
root,  and  coffee,  and  have  ()oultry,  hogs,  goats,  asses, 
and  horses,  at  pastsirno-e  gralis,  on  the  ahandoned 
estates  in  their  neighbourhood,  ^vhich  render  thi^m 
independent  of  hiljour. 

No.  5.  Ti)<j  amo5int  of  p:r.!peris'n  in  \]\h  pari-^ij 
not  large,  frjtn  t]ie  Au-iliiies  of  obtaining  tiie  means  of 
snl)sist»'nce  as  <letailed  in  nt:m!)er  four;  tlie  same  ib- 
servation  a!so  applies  io  thosa  persons  wh  ),  fr(;:n 
sickness,  rg-?,  or  other  disability,  are  unable  to  cont;  i- 
bjite  anything  for  j)roviding  ihemselves  with  medi- 
cines and  medical  attendance  ;  it  is  customary  for 
most  ;;f  them  \o  live  with,  and  be  cared  for,  by  tlieir 
fcirijily  and  others,  to  whom  they  act  as  servants, 
Avatclimen,  &c. 

j\o.  6.  \  am  the  resident  qualified  medical  practi- 
tioner in  Ihis  parish.  I  reside  at  Strathnaver,  near  to 
Charles  Town,  and  BufFBav,  the  two  larirest  vil- 
lages  m  the  parish.  'J'iie  number  is  more  than  equal  to 
pecuniary  remuneration,  if  not  to  the  requirements  of 
tiie  population, 

INo.  7.  I  keep  a  dispensary  at  my  residence,  antl 
have  depots  of  niedicines  at  other  convenient  places 
in  the  parish.  It  is  supported  in  part  by  voluntary 
contributions.  The  negro  pr)puhif  ion  du  not  contri- 
bute their  quota  towarr's  the  same. 

I\o.  8.  The  negro  popuhstion,  i.i  general,  only  ap- 
ply to  the  dispeiisary  in  extreme  sickness  for  rnedir 
<  ines  and  medical  treatment.  Their  reluctance  arises 
from  a  spirit  of  economy,  fnun  a  prodigious  failh  in 
tljc  simples  of  the  country,  and  cften  from  a  firm  be- 
lief in  being  oi>eahed,  in  which  case  the  "quackdoc- 
tor*'  is  eenerallv  consulted. 

No.  9.  Tlic  dispensary  act  of  the  nintli  Victoria^ 
chapter  forty- three,  worked  very  well  in  this  parish, 
as  far  as  1  was  concerned,  because  I  was  long  kno\\n 
as  a  successfid  practitioner.  The  cause  of  its  failure 
may  be  attributed  generally  to  a  want  of  knowledge 
pf,  and  confidence  in,  the  practitioner. 
,  No.  10b  Mr.  Dunbar  is  the  coroner  of  this  parish  : 
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his  occupation  is  clerk  of  the  peace  and  clerk  to  ti)e 
magistrates  ;  his  probable  income,  as  coroner,  is 
£\io  per  annum.  He  resides  at  Green  Vale,  ten  or 
twelve  miles  up  the  Spanish  Uiver.  About  four  is  the^ 
avenige  number  of  post  mortem  examinations  per  an-* 
nam  ;°acci(lental  death  is  the  preponderatinjj  cause 
of  mortality  at  coroners'  inquests. 

No.  II.  do  consider  that  the  public  would  benefit 
by  having  the  office  of  coroner  tilled  up  by  a  duly 
qualified  medical  practitioner,  on  the  ground  of  his 
bein.a:,  from  his  j)rofessionai  knowledoe,  the  most  skiU 
ful  antagonist  to  tlie  poisoner  and  murderer  ;  the  mere 
knowledge  (particularly  with  the  negro  population) 
of  the  (ioctor  always  having,  as  coroner,  to  see  the 
dead  l)o(!y  would  acl  in  terrorem,  and  1  am  convinced 
frequently  prevent  the  commission  of  crime. 

No.  I'i.  There  is,  1  believe,  an  attempt  atregistra-J 
tion  in  this  parish,  but  it  is  very  unsatisfactory. 

No.  1.3  I'hcre  is  no  public  register  kept  in  this  pa- 
rish slicwing  t!»e  diseases  most  common  and  fatal  dur- 
ing the  last  ten  years. 

No.  14.  The  rite  of  marriage  is  not  generally  ob- 
served by  the  peasantry  of  this  parish.  'J'heir  ofT- 
gpriugs  are  generally  the  result  of  the  illicit  inter- 
course of  the  sexes. 

No.  15.  Obeahism  and  myalism  are  practiced  m 
this  pariish,  but  f  doubt  if  obeahism  prevails  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  credulity  of  the  inhabitants  ;  their  belief  m 
it  is  universal,  with  a  few  rare  exceptions  of  persons 
of  superior  education;  from  this  cause  the  **  quack 
dociur.s"  are  chiedy  supported. 

No.  Tiiere  are,  iu  lliis  parish,  uneducated  black 
and  brown  men,  and  women,  who  practice  on  the 
tick  as  "quack  doctors;"  the  payments  they  receive 
ure  general  I V  ti  iilinu;. 

No.  1 7.  ]  do  know  of  instances  where  noxious  nnx-' 
lures  h.ave  been  administered  by  such  person>«,  and 
have  reason  to  believe  that  such  cases  have  occurred. 

No.  18.  1  ilo  think  tiiat  recourse  would  be  had 
cyxunioiily  to  such    quacks."  If  the  professional  ser- 
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Tires  of  a  mimher  of  duly  qualified  medical  men 
could  he  ohtaincd  at  a  fair  lem'.inerarion,  i  consider 
it  doubtful,  more  particularly  in  llie  case  of  young 
practitioners,  that  a  prorerence  wouki  he  given  to 
t>uoh  last  named  persons. 

No.  Ii>.  The  nv'^yo  women  gcncially  ap(>ly  to  sucli 
(female)  "quacks"  during  the  season  of  ( liiid  hear- 
ing. ]  have  known  instances  where  unskilful  treat- 
ment has  resulted  in  injury  to  the  child  and  mot'jer. 

i\o.  20,  Infanticide  is  a  rare  crime  in  this  parish. 

No.  21.  I  do  think  that  a  legislative  provision, 
having  for  its  ohjcct  the  encouragement  of  medical 
gentlemen,  to  visit  and  reside  in  this  island,  from 
England,  Ireland,  or  Scotland,  might  be  acceptable 
to  the  labouring  classes  of  thjj  coimtry,  but  the  gen- 
tlemen so  coming  here  would  not  be  likely  to  meet  a 
fair  share  of  employment,  producing  a  competent 
living  In  this  parish,  within  the  last  three  years,  it 
was  put  to  the  test  by  having  two  additional  qualified 
practitioners,  and  signally  tailed. 

No.  22.  If  the  legislature  f-diould  impose  a  tax  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  medicines  and  medical  aid 
throughout  the  dilTerent  parishes  or  the  island,  under 
the  denomination  of  a  "  Medical  Relief  Tax."  ]  con- 
sider such  an  impost  would  i)ej;aid  rather  unwilling- 
ly. The  metlnxl  I  would  advise  for  laying  it  should' 
be  on  property.  The  description  of  property  I  should 
advise  to  be  land  antl  horse-kind.  1  would  advise 
the  sam.e  amount  or  tax  to  be  laid  on  every  large  and 
small  freehold,  Ica.schohl,  -and  "  Sfjuattery,"  and  a 
further  tax  on  riding  horses,  riding  mules,  and  asses. 

No.  23.  I  keep  always  a  good  siij;])!y  of  medicines, 
and  in  case  of  an  epidemic  (iiseas^  appearing  in  tbo 
parish,  resort  for  additional  medicines  would  be 
quickly  had  in  Kingston,  from  which  we  are  one  day's 
journey. 

It  occurs  to  me  as  possibly  useful  to  be  knDwn  to 
the  Central  Eoari  ol"  Health,  tliat  it  might  be  ad- 
\isable  to  have  a  central  depot  of  medicines  and  fresb 
vaccine  lymph  in  Kingston,  or  Spauish-Town,  avail- 


ftole  to.  the  di^reroiit  parishes  in  case  of  need.  A 
sub  depot  of  the  same  might  be  kept  in  each  parish, 
nnder  the  charge  of  the  senior  medical  practitioner. 
If  it  is  determined  on  to  introduce  more  qualitted 
medical  practitioners,  they  might  be  stationed  in 
Spanish-Town,  ready  to  assistany  parish  in  which  an 
ei)i<lemic  miu,ht  prevail. 

(SignedJ  C.  F.  RAPKEY,  M.U.C.S. 


Ansivers  of  the  limiorahle  J,  R.  Groseit,  eustos  of  St, 
George,  to  circular  Qt/i  September,  1851. 

Spring 'Garden,  St.  (Tcorge, 

22nd  September,  I85L 

GentJeinoi, 

in  reply  to  the  enquiry  contained  in  yoitr  circularj 
as  to  the  present  sanitary  condition  and  requirements 
of  this  parish,  it  is  now  free  from  cholera,  which 
had  lately  appeared  in  some  parts  of  the  parish, 
causing  about  twenty  deaths  ;  for  the  most  ])art  the 
attacks  were  sudden,  and  the  illness  of  very  siiort 
duration. 

The  same  unknown  causes,  which  introduced  and 
rendered  it  so  fatal  last  year,  may  occur  again  ;  and 
as  the  same  complete  ignorance  as  to  any  specific 
cause  or  treatment  continues,  it  would  probably  be 
attended  with  alike  proportion  of  deaths  ;  for  I  fear 
the  negroes,  instead  of  being  more  careful  or  prudent, 
would  become  less  so. 

I  believe  the  system  adopted  by  the  local  board  of 
health  of  this  parish,  while  more  economical  than  in 
most,  was  not  less  efficacious  than  in  any  ;  no  hospi- 
tal was  attempted,  which,  in  a  parish  like  this,  would 
have  been  ruinous  ;  speedy  burial  with  the  clothes  or 
bedding  was  specially  recommended  without  waiting 
for  coffins,  the  cost  of  which,  soon  after  the  first  out- 
break, except  for  interments  in  the  church  yards,  was 
refused  ;  but  aUowance  for  graves  was  made  in  ne- 
ces!?ary  cases.    1  do  not  consider  the  parish  at  pre* 
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sent  stands  in  need  of  any  requirements,  but  if  clio- 
lera  should  unfortunately  return,  both  medicines  and 
money  will  be  required,  the  parish  being  too  impo- 
verished to  bear  any  increased  expenditure. 

1  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed,)  J.  R.  GKOSETT, 

Custos  of  St.  George, 

To  ihe  committee  of  tht  Central 
Board  of  Healtk. 

A  nswers  of  the  reverend  doctor  Williams,  rector  of  the 
parish  of  St,  James,  to  questions  appended  to  circu- 
lar ofQih  September,  1851. 

No.  I.  The  parish  of  St.  James,  in  its  superficial 
extent,  is  about  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles 
square.  Its  population  is  scattered,  but  in  some 
places  (as  in  its  villages  and  only  town,  Montego  Bay) 
it  is  congregated,  Jt  is  chiefly  mountainous,  and  its 
main  roads  are  in  tolerable  order,  but  those  leading 
to  several  villages  and  through  tracts  of  country,  are 
generally  the  reverse,  being  in  many  places  only  ac- 
cessible to  travellers  on  horse  back,  and  that  with 
danger. 

No.  2.  According  to  tlie  census  taken  in  1844,  the 
population  was  twenty-five  thousand  five  hundred  and 
forty-two.  On  a  moderate  estimate,  taking  natural 
and  acquired  increase,  and  deducting  a  supposed  de- 
crease, it  appears  that  ten  per  cent,  or  thereabouts, 
may  be  added,  thereby  making  the  population,  imme- 
diately previous  to  the  epidemic,  in  round  numbers, 
twenty-eight  thousand.  The  number  of  deaths  from 
cholera  has  been  estimated  at  two  thousand  five  hun 
dred  and  twenty- eight. 

No.  3.  The  clerk  of  the  vestry  reports  fifty-seven 
sugar  estates  and  four  breeding  penns  in  cultivation 
in  the  parish. 

No.  5.  The  clerk  of  the  vestry  reports  two  hundred 
and  twenty  persons  on  the  pauper  list  of  the  parish. 

No.  6.  There  are  seven  medical  practitioners  in 
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the  parish,  of  whom  five  reside  in  LVlonte^o-Bay  and 
the  other  two  in  the  rural  districts. 

No.  7.  There  is  a  hospital  and  also  a  poor  house, 
both  suppt>rted  at  the  public  charge,  to  each  of 
which  two  medical  men  are  appointed.  There  is  also 
a  suro-eon  for  the  out-door  poor. 

No.  10.  According-  to  the  report  of  the  coroner, 
whose  name  is  Edward  Evans,  resides  at  Montego- 
Bay,  and  only  occupation  that  of  the  office  which  he 
holds;  his  income  is  about  £'2\0  per  annum,  deri- 
vable from  tees  entirely  ;  the  average  number  of  in- 
quests for  the  last  ten  years,  sixty-two  annually  ;  post 
mortem  examinations  iifty-five  for  the  period  in  ques- 
tion, averaging  therei)y  five  in  each  year,  and  prepon- 
derating cause  of  death,  that  of  nature. 

No.  II.  I  should  think  it  would  be  advantageous 
that  coroners  should  be  medical  men,  on  this  simple 
g;round,  that  they  would  be  better  qualified  to  direct 
juries  in  the  finding  of  their  verdicts. 

No.  12.  The  clerk  of  the  vestry  is  official  parochial 
registrar.  He  states,  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of 
this  island,  a  register  of  births  and  deaths  was  esta- 
blished on  the  4th  of  June,  1844;  that  it  was  acted 
upon  very  irregularly,  and  that  it  was  repealed  ia 
J84fi,  but  that  the  act,  by  which  it  was  repealed,  was 
disallowed  in  1848,  since  which  the  registrations  have 
been  more  incomplete. 

No.  13.  The  parochial  registrar  states  that  fever 
and  dysentery  appear  to  have  been  the  most  preva- 
lent causes  of  death. 

No.  14.  During  the  apprenticeship,  and  immedi- 
ately after  emancipation,  the  rite  of  marriage  was  ge- 
nerally observed  by  the  peasantry,  but  of  late  it  has 
not  been  so,  and  the  children  presented  for  baptism 
are,  for  the  greater  part,  illegitimate. 

No.  21.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  medical  aid 
would  be  highly  acceptable  to  the  peasantry,  but  the 
question  is,  how  are  the  medical  men  to  be  remune- 
rated ?    The  peasantry  would  receive  the  benefit  gi-a- 
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Uiitously,  ])nt  they  would  he  unwilling  to  pav  for  it, 
or^if  tliey  did,  they  would  do  so  inadetjiiately!^ 

Taxation  seems  to  be  the  only  mode  of  procurino- 
the  means  of  doing  for  the  peasantry  what  they  so 
rjfiuch  require. 

Answers  of  Dr.  L.  Ashenliem  to  the  questions  ap^ 
pended  to  circular  St/i  September,  in'5l. 

No.  1.  The  area  or  extent  in  square  miles  of  Tre- 
Jawny  is  about  two  hundred  and  sixty-four  miles.  It 
is  both  scattered  and  congregated  in"  towns  and  vil- 
lages. Tt  is  chiefly  mountainous.  The  roads,  gene- 
rally speaking,  are  good. 

No.  2.  The  population  of  Trelawny,  before  the  ad- 
vent of  cholera,  was  estimated  at  thirty  thousand. — ■ 
The  reduction,  by  pestilence,  was  two  thousand  three 
iiundred  and  eighty-eight.  The  adult  survivors  are 
principally  females.  Their  occupation  is  chiefly  that 
of  prcbdial  labourers,  principally  agricultural. 

No.  3.  There  are  about  sixty-seven  sugar  estates  in 
Trelawny.  Of  these  six  are  nearly  out  of  cultivation. 
One  has  no  works  at  all,  and  another  has  its  works  in 
St.  James. 

No.,  4.  The  average  amount  of  wages  paid  to  an  es- 
tate's labourer  is  one  shilling  per  diem.  In  general, 
wages  are  paid  regularly.  They  are  principally  paid 
in  money.  J  should  say  that  the  population,  as  a 
whole,  are  willing  to  work  in  the  cultivation  of  es^ 
tates. 

No.  5.  It  is  impossible  to  state  the  exact  amount  of 
pauperism  in  the  parish.  The  pauper  list  is  not  a 
ivomplete  one,  as  independent  of  this  there  is  a  large 
liumber  of  superannuated  individuals  who  have  not 
the  means  of  supporting  themselves. 

No.  6.  There  are  seven  medical  practitioners  re^ 
siding  in  the  parish.  Of  these  five  are  in  Faluioutii 
and  two  near  Duncan's.  I  do  not  consider  the  num^ 
ber  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  population, 


Apprml'LV. 

No.  7.  I  aiiswor  \\\v.  whole  of  Uiis  qnostiun  in  the 
\ie.2::ilive. 

l\o.  8.  The  ne;,M-o  popnhilion  are  very  umvillini^  to 
apply  for  medical  aid.  I  attribute  their  reluctance  to 
two  causes  :  rtrst,  to  a  ,<»:eneral  unwillingness  to  part 
with  money  for  this  purpose;  and  second,  to  the  re- 
collection of  tlie  times  oC  slavery,  during  wliich  they 
received  medical  aid  gratuitously. 

No.  9.  The  dispensary  act  of  the  ninth  Victoria, 
chapter  forty-three,  worked  badly,  and  proved  a  total 
faihire.  It  failed  from  the  causes  assigned  in  ques- 
tion eiG:ht. 

No.  10.  Geors-e  Lvons,  esquire,  is  the  coroner  for 
Trelawny.  He  is  a  printer,  and  resides  in  Falmouth. 
He  is  remunerated  by  fees.  J  am  not  in  a  position 
to  afford  any  information  either  on  the  probable  in- 
come of  the  coroner,  or  on  the  average  number  of  in- 
quests held  annually,  or  on  the  number  of  post  mor- 
tem examinations  arising  out  of  these 

No.  11.  I  cannot  see  any  great  advantage  derivable 
from  the  liliiu"-  of  the  office  of  coroner  bv  a  medical 
man.  On  the  contrary  his  practice,  if  at  all  (Exten- 
sive, w  ould  intej"fere  with  his  duties,  and  would,  occa- 
sionally, be  the  cause  of  ijreat  delav. 

No.  12.  There  is  a  registrar  ;  but  no  register,  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge,  has  been  kept. 

No.  13.  1  am  unable  to  answer  tliis  (question. 

No.  14.  1  do  not  believe  that  the  rite  of  marriage 
is  generally  observed  by  (he  peasantry  of  Trelawny, 
I  believe  that  the  majority  of  their  oflspring  is  illegi- 
timate. 

No.  15.  The  practice  of  obeahism  or  myalism  is 
rare  in  this  parish. 

No.  10.  There  are  uneducated  individuals  who 
practice  in  Trelawny  as  "  doctors."  They  sometimes 
receive  as  much  as  twenty  shillings  as  fees. 

No.  17.  i  have  reason  to  believe  that,  on  some  oc- 
casions, noxious  medicines  have  been  administer- 
ed. 

No.  J  8.  J  do  not  think  that  regularly  educated  me- 
dical men  would  be  employed  by  the' population,  in 


preference  to  U>e  quacks'' already  referred  to,  un- 
less some  law  were  enacted  to  compel  them  to  do  so, 
and  at  the  same  time  punish  quack(irv. 

No.  hi.  The  nei^ro  women  i>(nieraliy  employ  illite- 
rate women  of  colour  to  attend  them  during;-  the  pro- 
cess of  parturition  ;  I  have  unfortunately,  known 
many  fatal  cases  resullin^  from  rash,  ignorant,  and 
unskilful  treatment. 

No.  -20.  1  have  «-ood  reason  to  believe  that  infanti- 
cide, or  more  properly  speaking,  infantile  death,  is 
very  often  caused  l)y  the  mothers  themselves.  1  do 
not,  however,  think  that  this  is  accomplished  with 
criminal  intention,  but  from  the  want  of  knowini^;- 
better.  VVith  a  strini^ent  law,  more  extended  medi- 
cal relief  would  be  highly  beneficial  in  preventini^ 
this  mortality. 

No.  21.  1  am  convinced  thjit  no  legislative  provi* 
sion,  in  connection  with  medical  men  from  England, 
Ireland,  or  Scotland,  will  ever  be  productive  of  any 
good,  either  to  the  members  of  the  profession,  or  to 
the  labouring  populati(»n  of  this  parish,  unless  it  con- 
tain items  of  a  compulsory  nature  upon  the  latter 
class. 

No.  22.  If  the  legislature  were  to  impose  a  tax  for 
providing  medicines  and  medical  aid  throughout  the 
island,  I  firmly  believe  that  in  this  parish,  at  all 
events,  the  impost  would  be  paid  very  unwillingly. — • 
1  do  not  consider  myself  competent  to  suggest  how 
this  impost  should  be  laid,  whether  on  the  person,  or 
on  property,  or  on  what  description  of  property. 

No.  23.  In  the  event  of  any  epidemic  disease  ap- 
pearing in  this  parish,  there  is  no  proper  or  adequate 
supply  of  medicines  kept  in  it  by  authority.  Were 
such  a  misfortune  to  befal  this  parish,  the  medical 
men  would  be  driven  upon  their  own  resources,  and 
the  stocks  in  hand  of  the  apothecaries. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  state  for  the  information 
of  the  Central  Board  of  Health  on  the  subject  of  me- 
dical relief. 

.  LEWIS  ASHENIIEIM,  M.D. 
Falmouth,  *22d  October,  1851. 
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Ariswcrs  of  the  reverend  Samuel  H.  Stctrarf ,  L.  L.  P. 
to  the  questions  appended  lo  circular  '6th  Sepleniber^ 
1851. 

No.  1.  By  a  survey  made  within  eight  yenrs,  it  ap- 
pears the  parish  of  Clarendon  contains  three  hundred 
and  fourteen  square  miles.  It  is  scattered  ;  there  are 
not  two  towns  of  any  size  worth  calling  so  ;  the  vil- 
lage of  Chapelton  the  largest.  Four  Patlis  and  Bread 
]Nut  Bottom  contain  a  few  houses  each  ;  at  the  for- 
mer there  are  four  large  stores  for  the  sale  of  general 
provisions  and  supplies.  Thepari>his  entirely  moun- 
tainous, except  a  stripe  of  flat  land  running  east  and 
^vest,  from  the  line  of  St.  Dorothy  to  that  of  Manches- 
ter, and  north  and  south  from  the  line  of  the  parish  of 
V^ere,  south  to  the  main  post  road,  along  the  base  of 
the  first  tier  of  hills.  All  tlie  roads  are  exceedingly 
bad  ;  the  main  roads,  including  the  post  road,  are 
nearly  impassable  in  wet  weather  ;  in  the  mountain 
districts  there  are  literally  no  roads.  People  cannot 
reach  church  or  market  but  at  the  risk  of  their  lives  ; 
nor  can  I  fulfil  what  1  deem  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant and  imperative  duties  of  a  clergyman  visiting 
among  his  parishioners  but  at  the  same  risk.  JNo 
language  I  could  use  could  approach  to  an  adequate 
description  of  the  wretchedness  of  our  roads. 

No.  2.  The  estimated  population,  at  the  census, 
was  something  above  seventeen  thousand ;  but  1  have 
no  reliance  on  its  correctness.  1  should,  from  tole- 
rably sutficientdata,  estimate  it,  in  1844,  attwenty-tvvo 
thousand  ;  and  it  has  certainly  increased  since.  The 
reduction  by  the  pestilence  is  not  yet  accurately  as- 
certained ;  the  special  registrars  not  having  made  re- 
turns. 1  think  one  thousand  five  hundred  died  of 
cholera ;  they  were,  I  may  almost  say,  without  ex- 
ception, able,  and  previously,  healthy  people.  I  am 
parish  treasuser,  and  pay  the  paupers ;  only  one  died, 
and  he  perhaps  was  one  who  was  barely  entitled  to 
be  on  the  list.    The  survivors  are  nearly  balanced  in 


number  ;  as  rei^iircls  sex,  1  think  a  greater  numW 
or  meii  (lie<!  tliau  (>f  women.  The  parish  is  altogether 
agricuitural. 

No.  ;J.  Twenty-seven  sn^ar  estates  and  sixteen 
penns  are  in  cultivation.  Tiie  demand  for  labour  is 
greater  than  the  labouriuij;  population  does  supply  ; 
whether  if  they  were  industrious  and  regular  in  their 
labour  they  could  supply  all  that  is  required,  is 
scaieely  to  be  doubted  ;  that  they  do  not  supply  it  is 
certain. 

No.  4.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  labour  done  by  task. 
I  Jud^ve  the  average  rate  of  wages  to  be  about  one 
siiilling  per  day.  i  have  no  doubt  the  wages  are  re- 
gularly paid,  and  in  money.  1  never  heard  of  a  pay- 
ment in  kind  ;  liiere  has  been  a  gooil  deal  of  holding 
back  since  the  pestilence,  J  am  certain,  as  a  trial, 
whether  tiie  rate  of  wages  can  be  raised.  1  think  the 
people  do  not  labour  on  estates,  except  when  urged 
by  their  own  wants.  In  this  there  is  much  tluctua- 
tion,  the  result  of  caprice  and  habits  of  idleness  ;  that, 
and  the  facility  of  getting  land  by  purchase,  or  squat- 
tina:,  contributes  to  their  unwillingness. 

iNo.  5.  1  cannot  answer  this  question  with  any  pre- 
tension to  accuracy.  Tiie  amount  of  pauperism,  in 
consequence  ofnge,  iniirmity,  or  disease,  is  very  great. 
The  amount  dealt  out  in  pittances  of  one  shilling,  or 
one  sliiiling  and  six-pence  per  v.eek,  derived  from 
various  sources,  must  amount  to  upwards  of  £500  per 
annum.  There  are  about  twenty  persons  on  the  pa- 
rish pauper  list,  namely,  persons  who  were  formerly 
in  respectable  positions.  Tlie  maximum  vestry  al- 
lowance is£l2  per  annum,  and  thence  downwards 
to  less  than  Iraif.  The  number  who  are  able  to  pass 
an  existence  of  privation  while  health  continues,  but 
who  could  in  no  way  iind  means  to  provide  adequate 
medical  attendance  or  medicines  when  sickness  in- 
vades, must  be  counted  by  hundreds,  if  not  thou- 
sands. 

No.  0.  There  are  two  qualified  medical  practiti(m- 
ers  in  the  parish.    One,  Dr.  George  Husband,  dis- 
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trict  censor,  who  resides  at  Ashley,  about  half  a  mile 
from  Chapelton.  The  other,  Dr.  Craig,  an  elcierly 
gentleman,  lately  come  to  the  country,  who  resides  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  the  great  house  of  Ludlow  sugar 
estate,  on  the  Old  Woman  Savanna;  his  residence  is 
nearly  on  the  line  between  Clarendon  and  St.  John. 
It  is  manifest  the  number  is  wholly  inadequate  to  the 
requirements  of  the  parish.  Two  medical  men,  Drs. 
Tait  and  Peter  Tabois,  died  of  cholera,  and  Dr.  John 
Ewart  died,  not  of  the  disease,  but  shortly  after  it 
broke  out;  no  one  has  come  to  replace  them.  In  the 
lowlands  of  Clarendon,  indeed  from  Spanish-Town 
to  Mandeville,  there  is  not  a  resident  medical  man. 
1  should  have  mentioned  a  third  qualified  practition- 
er. Dr.  Lachlan  McLean,  but,  for  reasons  1  do  not 
state,  he  does  not  practice. 

No  7.  There  is  no  public  hospital  or  dispensary  of 
any  kind,  except  a  house  which  I  got  set  apart  dur- 
ing cholera  as  a  hospital  at  Chapelton.  It  is,  how- 
ever, unfurnished,  except  with  tw'o  wooden  platforms 
as  bed  places,  and  has  no  establishment  of  any  kind  ; 
the  expence  of  any  casual  patient  is  or  has  been  paid 
on  application  to  the  vestry  after  the  case  has  been 
attended  to,  to  death  or  recovery.  There  are  no  re- 
gular voluntary  contributions  ;  the  negroes  pay  no- 
thing. Since  the  ninth  Victoria  became  inoperative 
no  provision  of  any  kind  was  made  to  remunerate 
medical  men  for  their  attendance  on  the  poor  until  the 
last  vestry  in  July,  except  that  I,  as  rector,  and  some 
few  as  churchw  ardens  or  magistrates,  invoked,  in  such 
cases  as  were  brought  under  our  notice,  the  aid  of  a 
medical  man,  and  the  supply  of  medicines..  I  speak 
for  myself  generally  out  of  my  own  private  means, 
but  where  this  was  not  so,  accounts  were  attested  by 
the  person  who  called  for  the  aid  and  sent  into  the 
vestry.  These  were  usually  paid  with  grumbling  and 
disinclination  on  the  part  of  the  persons  in  high 
places.  At  the  vestry  in  July,  from  various  causes, 
there  were  a  few  more  cases  than  the  average  num- 
ber, and  the  same  process  of  dissatisfaction,  &c.  hav- 
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ing  been  gone  tlirongli,  a  sort  of  compromise  was- 
made.  It  was  resolved  that  forty  poimds  a  year  each 
be  paid  to  three  medical  men,  namely,  to  j3r.  Cnn'g-, 
in  the  northern  district,  to  Dr.  Husl  nnd,  in  the  cen- 
tral district,  and  to  any  one  who  wotiUI  nndertake  the 
lowland  district,  there  being  no  one  there  then  or 
now,  and  after  some  di?^cussion  about  the  means  of 
obtaining  medicines,  it  was  decided  that  the  forty 
pounds,  in  each  case,  should  be  extended  to  hfty 
pounds  per  annum,  the  doctor  engaging  to  supply  the 
medicines.  Dr.  Husband  and  Dr.  Craig  were  pre- 
sent. They  agreed  to  the  arrangement.  The  third 
district  is  unoccupied,  and  will,  1  fear,  remain  so.  1 
stated  the  whole  case,  both  in  reference  to  the  vestry 
grant,  the  prospect  of  general  practice  to  be  paid  for, 
and  offered  my  best  assistance  as  to  residence  and 
other  matters  which  would  have  conduced  to  com- 
fort, and  it  happens  that  in  this  way  I  could  have  been 
useful,  but  the  whole  affair  did  not  afford  anv  thimr 
like  sufficient  inducement,  and  the  people  are  left  to 
their  chances. 

No.  8.  1  think,  nay,  I  know^  the  negro  population 
are  in  general  unwilling  to  apply  for  medicine  ex- 
cept it  be  given  gratuitously,  and  even  then  it  is 
taken  and  used  with  suspicion  and  doubt.  I  attri- 
bute tijis  to  the  suspicious  feelings  which  a  state  of 
slavery  must  have  produced,  and  from  which  they 
have  not  yet  disenthralled  themselves.  From  the  ne- 
glect which  must  have  arisen  in  consequence  of  the 
small  number  of  medical  practitioners  to  be  found, 
from  the  dissension  which  arose  bet\Veen  those  who 
w'ere  paid  for  medicine  and  medical  attendance,  and 
those  who  thouiiht  their  attendance  should  be  fairly 
paid  for,  from  the  reliance  j)ut  on  hospital  assistants' 
advice,  or  old  women's  nostrums,  and  finally  upon  a 
prevalent  opinion  that  the  -'country/'  (I  use  the  term 
in  their  own  acceptation  of  it,)  was  and  is  bound  to 
pay  for  all  they  want.  As  regards  the  necessary  dis- 
cipline and  medical  treatment  provided  ia  hospitals,. 
Mxd  '*vhich  I  know  arc  absolutely  necessary,  1  do  not 
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think  negroes  are  more  disinclined  to  them  than  1 
have  known  persons  in  the  labouring  and  other  hum- 
ble classes  ot'society  ia  European  countries,  or  when 
they  come  here  as  emigrants.  The  want  of  order 
and  system  in  their  habits,  and  their  disinclination  to 
anvihing-  like  resiraint,  are  the  causes  of  their  reluc- 
tance to  submit  to  any  well  arranged  regulations. — 
The  remedy  for  such  errors  1  leave  to  persons  who 
know  much  more  than  I  do.  J  do  think,  however, 
while  no  adequate  system  of  moral  and  religious  in- 
struction is  brought. into  operation,  while  the  misera- 
ble, at  such  education  for  the  purposes  of  upholding 
slavery  and  making  the  people  more  subservient 
slaves,  which  produced  quiet,  and  even  beyond  that 
purpose,  good  results  are  withdrawn,  and  that  total 
disrescard  ofanythino'  like  instruction  now  exists  in 
such  matters,  it  is  vam  to  enquire  why  persons,  in 
such  a  position,  disregard  sanitary  arrangements,  the 
obtaining  of  medicines,  or  medical  advice. 

No.  9.  1  believe  if  the  dispensary  act  of  the  ninth 
Victoria  had  been  allowed  to  work  itself  into  opera- 
tion, and  had  been  met  by  the  legislature  in  such  a 
spirit  as  would  have  induced  them  to  make  it  better 
from  time  to  time,  as  its  deficiencies  or  errors  were 
d  scovered,  in  practice  it  might  have  worked  better 
than  it  did.  I  do  not  think  that  any  voluntary  sys- 
tem of  procuring  and  remunerating  medical  attend- 
ance will  work  well  here.  It  certainly  never  has 
elsewhere  (as  far  as  I  know)  among  ignorant,  suspi- 
cious, and  reckless  people. 

No.  10.  'i'he  evjruut.M-  i«  Edward  Evvl)ank,  he  was  a 
pl;inter,  an  I  was  and  i.-  cl  rk  of  the  vestry;  he  re- 
.si-les  at  a  place  called  Oaks',  in  tlie  cenuv  of  one  of 
the  mountainous  districts  of  the  pansh.  The  island 
act  states  how  coroners  are  paid.  Mr.  Ewbank  says 
his  average  income  is  from  £  100  to  £  120  per  annum, 
at  the  highest.  The  present  coroner  was  elected 
about  March  or  April,  in  this  year;  all  those  who 
held  the  office  before  him  are  dead  ;  if  they  were  liv- 
log  I  doubt  whether  I  could  answer  that  part  of  this 
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cjuestion  which  relates  to  the  average  number  of  in- 
quests and  post  mortem  examinations.  I  have  search- 
ed the  vestry  office,  but  could  find  no  documents  to 
aid  such  an  enquiry.  The  preponderating  causes  of 
mortality,  to  my  knowledge,  during  eleven  years  1  have 
been  rector  of  this  parish,  have  been  carelessness  in 
mill  houses  and  engine  rooms,  where  persons  have 
got  entangled  in  the  machinery  ;  in  boiling  houses, 
where  they  have  fallen  into  boiling  liquor  pans  ;  in 
conducting  waggons,  w  hereby  they  have  fallen  asleep 
through  carelessness  or  drunkenness,  and  have  been 
killed  by  waggons  crushing  them ;  in  recklessly  at- 
tempting to  pass  swollen  rivers,  of  which,  in  rainy 
weather,  there  are  many  dangerous  ones  in  this  parish  ; 
by  violent  riding  horses  or  driving  waggons,  or  other 
vehicles  on  the  roads,  as  well  in  dark  as  in  light.  The 
cases  of  murder,  or  intentional  man-slaughter,  have 
been  very  few  indeed. 

No.  11.1  have  heard  and  seen  this  question  many 
times  discussed.  VYhile  1  confess  my  utter  incompe- 
tency to  enter  into  the  merits  of  it,  I  feel  bound  to 
say,  1  can  see  no  good  to  result  to  the  living  from  a 
''par  excetlance;'  being  coroner.  The  coroner  has  to 
do  with  the  dead.  It  appears  to  me  that  a  medical 
practitioner,  in  such  a  place  as  I  live  in,  could  not 
be  both  without  a  sacrifice  of  the  duties  of  either.  In 
the  present  state  of  the  law  no  practical  saving  could 
result.  A  medical  man,  although  coroner,  would 
not  make  a  post  mortem  examination  if  he  were  not 
paid  for  it  at  the  same  rate  as  the  medical  practition- 
er he  now  calls  in  ;  besides,  if  he  did,  who  is  to  take 
his  evidence  ?  A  coroner  is  a  judge  in  his  own  court ; 
would  it  not  be  rather  anomalous  lor  a  judge  to  ex- 
amine himself  and  charg  e  the  jury  anent  his  own  tes- 
timony ?  1  have  not  given  the  subject  much  consi- 
deration ;  at  present,  1  cannot  perceive  any  advan- 
tage from  the  office  of  coroner  being  filled  by  a  medi- 
cal  m.an. 

No.  12.  There  w^is,  when  the  law  first  passed,  a 
registry  of  births  and  deaths.   It  was,  however,  a  very 


imperfect  one,  anil  since  the  disallowance  of  the  law 
it  has  wholly  ceased  The  parish  registry  of  bap- 
tisms, marriages,  and  buriais  does  not  record  any 
thinj^  concerning  diseases  or  causes  of  death. 

jNo.  Ki.  Fever  is  very  common,  and  1  think  is  the 
most  common  cause  of  death. 

No.  14.  There  are  a  lar^e  number  of  married  per- 
sons in  this  parish.  In  less  than  eleven  years  six 
hundred  and  seventeen  cojipies  have  been  married  in 
the  established  church  ;  and,  in  the  previous  five 
years,  before  the  dissenters  marriage  act,  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  twenty-tljree  couples  were 
married.  There  is,  however,  much  illicit  intercourse 
of  the  sexes. 

INo.  15.  1  think  not.  In  184v9  a  man,  calling  him- 
self Dr.  Taylor,  went  through  the  parish,  carrying  on 
such  practices  He  was  taken  up,  tried,  and  on  con- 
viction, sent  to  the  penitentiary,  as  these  praciices,  to 
any  extent,  were  introduced  by  him.  1  believe  they 
ceased  on  his  removal.  1  was  not  in  the  parish  dur- 
ing the  six  months  he  was  carrying  on  tliese  things. 

i\o.  16.  There  are  uneducated  *' quack  doctors"  in 
the  parish.  1  do  not  think  there  are  many,  and  I 
cannot  tell  how  they  are  paid. 

JNo.  17.  1  have  heard  ot  a  few-  instances  of  such  ad- 
ministrations, but  they  were  not  well  authenticated  ; 
still,  1  have  no  doubt,  they  do  often  occur,  but  they 
are  concealed. 

No.  18.  1  think  a  very  short  time  will  serve  to  in- 
duce the  peasantry  to  resort  to  duly  qualified  medi- 
cal men  in  preference  to  such  quacks. 

No.  19.  J  cannot,  of  my  own  knowledge,  say  that 
negro  women,  during  the  time  of  child-bearing,  do 
so  resort;  but,  except  in  some  cases  of  very  great 
difficulty,  I  have  seldom  known  a  qualified  practi- 
tioner called  in. 

No.  20.  I  believe  infanticide  to  be  very  rare,  and  I 
am  certain  that  the  death  of  children,  even  from  care- 
lessness, is  not  frequent. 

No.  21,  T  think  the  labouring  clas.ses  would  be 


ghid  that  medical  men  were  so  increased  in  number 
as  to  hriii«-  tliem  within  easy  call,  hiit  i  fear  any  num- 
ber, approaching-  to  what  would  be  required,  could 
not  obtain  a  competent  living,  unless  the  legislative 
enactments  were  made. 

No.  22.  1  think  the  tax  alluded  to  would  not  be 
very  willingly  paid  at  first,  but  I  believe  that  unwil- 
lingness would  soon  wear  away.  I  am  certain  no- 
thing efiectual  can  be  done  without  its  imposition, 
and  that  it  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  person. 

No.  23.  The  re  was  a  moderate  supply  of  medicines 
on  hand  when  cholera  disappeared,  and  I  used  such 
uence  as  prevented  its  being  sold.  The  supply  is 
certainly  not  adecpiate  if  any  epidemic  disease  of  any 
considerable  extent  broke  out.  There  is  a  private 
place  for  the  sale  of  drugs  and  medicines  atChapelton, 
and  one  at  Four  Paths,  which  are  constantly  open, 
but  1  believe  the  supply  is  not  large,  and  if  I  were  to 
judge  from  what  occurred  at  the  outbreak  of  cholera, 
the  charges  would  be  optrageous  if  any  enier^fucy 
were  to  occur.  I  have  been  compelled  to  sign  orders 
for  one  pound  of  calomel,  at  one  hundred  shillings. 

I  w  ill  willingly,  and  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  an- 
swer any  questions  proposed,  but  I  do  not  feel  com- 
petent to  give  any  valuable  information  from  my  own 
suggestions.    I  would,  however,  anxiously  and  ear- 
nestly urge  on  the  Board  that  some  effectual  system 
of  vaccination  should  be  established,  even  if  a  com- 
)ulsory  enactment  be  necessary.    I  find  it  almost  im- 
)Ossible  to  obtain  lymph,  even  for  the  use  of  persons 
btrongly  inclined  to  have  their  children  vaccinated. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed.)  SAMUEL  H,  STEWART, 

Four  Paths  J  2ord  &p  (ember  ^  1851, 
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Answers  of  the  reverend  W.  Maijltew  to  the  (jHestiuns 
appended  to  circular  Qlh  September,  J  851. 

Preliminary  Statement. 

The  plain  of  the  parish  of  Westmoreland  is  inler- 
spersetl  with  many  morasses,  and  in  the  wet  >:ea80ii 
a  considerably  larger  portion  is  under  water.  A  great 
portion  of  the  dry  part  is  very  much  in  bush,  and 
needs  clearinj^  to  afford  a  free  circulation  of  air.  It 
is  not  found, advisable  to  cut  down  trees  and  bush  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  marshes,  as  they  absorb 
much  of  the  malaria  and  prevent  its  spread. 

Some  years  back,  when  a  clearing-  was  made  on  the 
east  side  of  the  town  of  Savanna  la- Mar,  an  epidemic 
fever  was  the  result. 

A  better  style  of  cottage  building,  es])ecially  pro- 
viding that  they  shall  be  upstairs,  so  as  to  be  open  to 
an  atmosphere  above  the  cane  to])S  which  now  grow 
quite  to  the  houses,  is  a  great  desideratum  ;  and  mo- 
ney would  be  well  laid  out  if  prizes  were  offered  for 
models  of  a  cottage  suited  in  expence,  in  material,  in 
structure,  &c.,  to  the  climate  of  Jamaica,  foi  the  la- 
bouring population.  It  is  probable  that  if  a  success- 
ful experiment  were  made,  each  parish  might  be  in- 
duced to  erect  one  or  more  as  samples  for  the  pea- 
santry. 

A  law  enforcing  the  removal  of  pigsties  to  a  cer- 
tain distance  from  dwelling  houses  is  much  needed. 
As  regards  the  town  of  Savanna-la- Mar,  a  supply  of 
good  water  has  always  been  needed  ;  the  water  pro- 
curable is  very  unwholesome  ;  and  in  dry  weather 
only  to  be  had  by  going  a  considerable  distance. 

In  anticipation  of  cholera,  the  board  of  health  pro- 
cured a  boat  load  of  puncheons  of  good  water  from 
Bluefields,  and  offered  to  retail  it  at  the  same  price  as 
the  indifferent  water  carried  about  in  carts,  but  as 
file  j)eople  had  to  go  to  the  wharf  to  fetch  it,  they 
would  not  buy,  and  the  experiment  was  abandoned. 
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A  good  <lispeiisary  system,  supported  by  taxes,  Is 
very  essential. 

It  seems  absurd  to  spend  great  sums  to  import 
emigrants,  and  not  to  provide  against  an  extensive 
dimiiintion  by  death,  lor  want  of  a  little  medicine 
and  medical  aid. 

A  census  appears  very  desirable  next  year  to  tell 
us  (Mjr  real  position. 

'^^^^'"^  ^^^''^^  hundred  and  eight  square  miles. 
There  is  but  one  town,  (Savanna-la-iVJar  ;)  there  are 
many  villages.  The  parish  is  about  equally  divided 
between  mountain  and  plain.  The  inhabited  locali- 
ties aie  all  accessible  by,  at  least,  bridle  roads. 

No.  2.  By  census  of  1844  the  population  was 
twenty-four  thousund  six  hundred,  and  judging  by 
the  increase  between  J 838  and  1844,  at  the  former 
of  which  dates  it  was  a  little  over  twenty  thousand, 
the  estimated  population  in  1851,  before  cholera, 
would  be  about  thirty  thousand.  It  is  supposed  that 
one  thousand  five  hundred  have  been  lost  by  cho- 
lera. 

The  medical  returns  of  fatal  cases  are  not  yet  made 
up,  so  as  to  distinguish  as  to  the  incidence  of  morta- 
lity with  respect  to  sexes. 

The  occupation  in  this  parish  is  chiefly  agricultu- 
ral. 

No.  3.  Fortv-four  cultivated  estates  ;  five  thousand 
other  properties.  Want  of  labour  is  not  excessive, 
but  that  it  is  considered  by  the  planters  insufficient, 
appears  fiom  the  number  of  coolies  introduced,  many 
of  whom  were  worthless,  and  died  off  in  great  num- 
biers. 

No.  4.  One  shilling  per  diem,  paid  pretty  regular- 
ly in  money.  The  parish  is  a  very  wet  one,  and  pro- 
visions are  plentiful,  w  hich  affects  a  regular  supply  of 
labour,  as  the  people  can  earn  more  than  they  need. 

]No.  5.  The  number  of  out-door  paupers  receiving 
parochial  aid  is  two  hundred  and  forty-one,  at  a  cost 
or  £1000  per  annum. 

The  number  of  paupers  in  the  poor  house  is  forty- 
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one,  at  a  cost  of  £480  to  the  parisli.  But  there  are 
floubtless  many  others  wlio  could  not  pay  for  medical 

ill  (1 

No  (y  Dr.  Mason,  Savanna-la-Mar,  Dr.  Tiillis, 
Morgan's  Bridge,  Dr.  Jelly,  close  to  Morgan^s  Bridge, 
Dr.  Harvey,  close  to  Savanna  la-Mar,  Dr.  Adolphus,. 
8avaima-la-Mar,  Dr.  M'Donald,  Savanna-la-Mar— a 
very  inadequate  number. 

No.  7.  No  public  dispensary  or  hospital.  Dr. 
M'Donald  gets  £60  per  annum  for  attending  the  in- 
door and  out-door  paupers,  but  his  services,  neces- 
sarily from  the  inadequate  pay,  and  the  extent  of  the 
j)aris^h,  are  conhned  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Sa- 
vanna-la-Mar. 

No.  B.  Many  negroes  refused  to  take  medicine 
during  cholera,  as  thinking  it  of  no  avail. 

No.  9.  That  act  was  a  perfect  failure,  and  the  me- 
dical men  got  their  money  for  nothing.  The  negroes 
■were  required  to  purchase  tickets  at  six  shillings 
when  they  were  in  health;  they  would  not  do  so  till 
Ihey  were  sick,  when  the  medical  men  would  not  fur  * 
nish  them,  as  a  matter  of  course.  It  is  found  here  as 
at  home,  that  the  poor  are  short-sighted  as  to  paying 
any  thing  to  be  free  of  a  risk.  If  no  illness  has  oc- 
curred in  the  year,  they  consider  the  money  thrown 
away,  and  decline  subscribing  further. 

No.  10.  John  Deleon,  esquire  ;  not  in  any  busi- 
ness ;  lives  upon  a  mountain  j)roperty,  Mount  Rick- 
etts,  twelve  miles  from  Savanna-la-Mar,  and  is  also 
much  at  Savanna-la-Mar.  He  has  no  salary  ;  his  fees 
and  mileage  money  average  about  £275  per  annum. 
The  average  number  of  inquests,  for  the  last  ten  years 
has  been  about  sixty  per  annum  ;  the  average  num- 
ber of  post  mortem  examinations,  about  four  per 
annum.    But  one  case  of  infanticide  in  that  period. 

No.  11.  It  would  throw  a  certain  number  of  prizes* 
to  the  medical  practitioners,  and  pro-tanto  encourage 
1  heir  settlement  here.  It  would  also  enable  the  co- 
roner to  sum  up  the  medical  evidence  more  to  the-r 
pnrpob^o,  and  iu  case  of  its  being  impossible  to  pro^ 
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cure  the  attendance  of  another  medical  man,  the  co- 
roner could  himself  act. 

No.  12  and  13.  The  register  extends  back  as  far 
as  1741,  but  is  very  scanty  and  imperfect,  in  the  ear- 
lier years.  There  is  no  record  of  diseases  in  the  form 
for  registering  burials  by  the  clergy  of  the  church  of 
England. 

Wo.  14.  The  baptisms  bespeak  a  considerable  illi- 
cit intercourse.  The  cholera  has  alarmed  many  into 
marrying. 

IV o.  15.  Very  rare. 

No.  J6.  Yes,  plenty.  Theycliarge  sixteen  dollars 
for  curing  sores,  some  take  eight  dollars  for  a  sore 
leg.  A  good  deal  of  cholera  elixer  was  sold  at  a  dol- 
lar an  ounce. 

JNo.  17.  No;  except  in  cases  that  have  appeared 
in  a  court  of  justice. 

No.  18.  Quack  doctors  would  still  be  resorted  to 
for  sore  legs,  for  they  take  the  trouble  of  dressing^ 
them  off  the  friends  hands,  which  tlie  medical  men 
do  not.  In  other  cases  medical  men  would  l)e  pre- 
ferred. 

No.  Where  a  midwife  is  considered  insuffi- 
cient, resort  is  had  to  a  regular  practitioner.  Arms 
have  been  pulled  off  by  midwives,  and  in  case  of 
false  presentations,  the  lives  of  both  mothers  and  in- 
iants  liave  been  lost  by  unskilful  treatment  of  mid- 
vviives. 

No.  20.  No  ;  except  in  cases  that  have  occurred  in 
courts  of  law. 

No.  21.  Their  presence  would  be  very  acceptable,, 
but  they  would  not  get  competent  employment  from 
a  negro  practice. 

No.  22.  It  would  be  very  unw  iliingly  paid  as  a  tax. 
If  a  tax  were  laid,  it  would  seem  advisable  to  conti- 
nue the  house  tax  for  that  purpose,  when  it  has  paid 
off  the  expences  of  cholera. 

No.  2:3.  Yes  ;  though  not  by  the  parish,  yet  in  pri- 
vate dispensaries. 
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Miscellaneous  8  t  a  t  e  i\  i  e  n  t  . 

The  establishment  of  a  self-supporting;  dispensary, 
and  systemized  itinerant  visits,  had  tlie  fullest  and 
fairest  trial  in  this  parish. 

After  freedom,  Drs.  Mason  and  Tullis,  in  partner- 
sliip,  established  four  dispensaries,  one  at  Phoenix, 
Hanover,  and  three  in  Westmoreland  ;  they  had  three 
medical  assistants,  and  an  itinerant  dispenser  at  eacli 
station.  They  found  medicine  and  medical  attend- 
ance at  six  shillings  a  head  per  annum  ;  for  the  first 
two  years  they  had  on  their  list  about  five  thousand 
names  ;  afterwards  they  began  to  be  irregular  in  pay- 
ing, and  finally  the  whole  project  was  abandoned,  as 
the  people  would  not  pay  without  being  sued. 

Under  the  dispensary  act,  ninth  Victoria,  chapter 
forty-three,  medical  men  in  Westmoreland  got  £125  a 
year.  The  largest  number,  two  Inmdred  and  twenty, 
was  on  Dr.  Mason  s  list.    It  was  a  failure. 

Answers  of  the  reverend  S.  II,  Cooke,  rector  of  St, 
Tliomas  in  the  East,  to  circular  Qt/t  September, 
1851. 

Parsonage,  Morant  I^ay, 

September  23rd,  1851. 

Sir, 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favour  of 
the  8th  instant,  received  on  the  19th,  addressed  to 
me  by  desire  of  the  committee  of  the  Central  Board 
of  Health,  annexing  certain  queries  which  I  shall 
have  great  pleasure  in  replying  to  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible. 

With  reference  to  the  desire  of  the  committee,  that 
1  should  at  once  give  a  statement  of  the  sanitary  con- 
dition and  requirements  of  my  parish  or  district,  I 
regret  to  say,  that  as  regards  this  district,  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  act  for  the  sub-division  of  parishes,  is 
in  extent  twenty-eight  and  three-quarter  square  miles, 

I  i  2 


.Appendix. 


witlv  a  population  of  up\vai-(ls  of  five  tlioiisaiid  sioiils, 
nearly  two  thonsand  of  whom  are  resident  witliin  the 
township  of  Morant  Bay,  nothing-  can  he  more  de- 
plorable. 

Numbers  of  the  peasantry  die,  without  being-  seen 
by  any  medical  man  ;  for  no  medical  practitioner  can 
aflford  to  attend  them  gratuitously,  and  they  decided- 
ly have  not  the  means  of  remunerating  him,  if  he  were 
sent  for  and  willing  to  attend. 

There  are  no  hospitals  for  the  sick,  the  aged,  or  the 
infirm,  and  no  relief  is  afforded  except  by  the  casual 
order  of  the  churchwarden,  in  cases  of  accident,  or 
in  extreme  destitution,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  town,  and  even  in  these  cases  it  is  very  limited. 
Much  valuable  time  is  often  lost  before  a  churchwar- 
den's order  can  be  obtained,  liis  residence  being  ra- 
ther move  than  a  mile  from  the  town,  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Morant  rivej*,  which  is  not  always  fordable,  an 
inconvenience  which  can  only  be  remedied  by  the 
appointment  of  a  surgeon  to  the  poor,  who  shall  be 
resident  within  the  town,  and  the  erection  of  an  hos- 
pital for  the  reception,  not  only  of  the  poor  of  the 
town  and  the  neighbourhood,  but  of  such  persons  as 
may  be  suffering  from  any  casual  accident,  requiring 
prompt  and  continued  surgical  attendance,  whose 
place  of  residence  is  too  far  from  the  town,  or  even 
from  the  residence  of  any  medical  practitioner  to  ad- 
mit of  their  receiving  that  medical  or  surgical  treat- 
ment and  care  absolutely  necessary  for  the  saving  of 
life  or  limb. 

1  have  thelionour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 
(Signed,)  S.  H.  COOKE,  Rector. 

To  T.  James  Brown,  Esquire, 
^c,  S^^c. 

Secretary  to  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  Spanish- Town, 
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A/isircrs  of  the  rcverntd  S.  11 .  Cooke,  rector  of  St. 
Tlionuts  in  the  Eosl,  to  (/ncstio/is  appended  ta  cir- 
culitr  8t/i  Sepleni/)er,  \H')\. 

No.  1.  The  parish  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  East  is  di- 
vided into  five  districts,  containing  twenty  villages, 
besides  the  towns  (^f  Morant  Bay  and  Bath.  In  these 
villages  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  labouring-  po- 
pulation are  located.  The  land  is  partly  level,  and 
partly  mountainous.  It  is  in  the  mountainous  part  of 
the  parish  many  of  the  villages  have  been  formed,  the 
access  to  which  is  by  roads  always  bad  and  often  im- 
passable. It  is  in  extent  two  hundred  and  thirty-five 
and  seven-twentieths  square  miles. 

No.  2.  According  to  the  census  of  1844  twenty- 
five  thousand  five  hundred  ;  decrease  by  cholera,  ac- 
cording to  the  returns  made  to  the  Board  of  Health, 
three  thousand  six  hunch'ed  and  twenty-six.  The 
actual  decrease  may  be  fairly  stated  at  four  thousand. 
Of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  deaths  by  cholera 
recorded  by  me,  not  one  half  of  the  numf)er  were  re- 
turned to  the  Board  for  this  district ;  fifty-six  were 
males,  and  sixty-six  females,  very  few  of  whom  came 
under  forty  years  of  age  ;  principally  agricultural. 

No.  :3.  There  are  yet  forty-four  sugar  estates,  and 
four  coflfee  plantations  in  cultivation.  The  demand 
for  labour  is  always  equal  to  the  supply,  and  often 
much  beyond  it. 

No.  4.  In  the  western  part  of  the  parish  one  shil- 
ling per  diem  for  field  labom-,  and  one  shilling  and 
six-pence  for  tradesmen,  such  as  coopers.  Jn  the 
eastern  district,  one  shilling  and  three-pence  and  one 
shilling  and  nine-pence,  at  present ;  last  year,  at  the 
commencement  of  crop,  it  ranged  from  one  shilling 
and  six-pence,  to  two  shillings  and  six-pence  for  field 
labourers,  ia  the  Vale  of  Plantain  Garden  River.  In 

Manchioneal,  the  average  is  nine  pence,  per  diem.  • 

I  have  never  known  an  instance  of  wages  being  paid 
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olherwise  than  in  money,  and  usually  every  second 
week. 

No.  5.  'Jliere  are  not  more  than  sixty  persons  on 
the  pauper  list,  hut  there  are  numbers  of  poor,  hut 
respectable  |)eople,  who,  when  overtaken  by  sickness, 
become  perfectly  destitute,  and  unable  to  contril)ute 
any  thing  towards  i)rovidin<i-  themselves  wiih  medi- 
cines and  medical  attendance,  or  indeed  attendance 
of  any  kind. 

No.  6.  Five  ;  Dr.  Allen,  Manchioneal  ;  Dr.  Hen- 
derson, Plantain  Garden  River,  physician  to  the 
bath ;  Dr.  Porter,  no  iixed  residence  at  present  that 
I  know  of ;  Dr.  Cooke,  town  of  Morant-Bay  ;  Dr. 
Murrough,  the  vicinage  of  the  towns,  but  about  to 
remove  to  the  Blue  Mountain  Valley  district. 

No.  7.  Not  any  ;  although  I  have  repeatedly  press- 
ed upon  the  local  authorities  the  necessity  of  both, 
but  in  vain. 

No.  8.  Yes  ;  if  obtained  gratuitously,  I  firmly  be- 
lieve they  would  eventually,  whatever  might  be  their 
reluctance  at  first,  gladly  submit  to  hospital  discip- 
line and  treatment. 

No.  9.  It  did  not;  but  this  is  no  argument  against 
the  measure.  It  failed  because  it  was  not  properly 
understood,  and  the  act  was  too  short  in  its  duration 
to  test  its  usefulness.  The  people  were,  1  firmly 
believe,  taught  to  regard  it  as  a  mere  trap  to  find  out 
their  domiciles  for  the  purpose  of  taxation.  It  inter- 
fered too  with  the  .iiains  of  the  black  quacks,  who 
naturally  opposed  it  by  every  means  in  their  power. 

No.  10.  Mr.  Duncan  McPherson;  he  has  no  other 
occupation  that  I  am  aware  of  at  present.  He  is  re- 
munerated by  fees.  The  income  is  estimated  at  £150 
per  annum  ;  his  residence  is  at  the  very  head  of  the 
Blue  Mountain  Valley  district,  distant  from  the  town 
of  Morant-Bay,  twelve  miles ;  Port-Morant,  eighteen ; 
Bath,  twenty-five,  or  by  the  old  post  road,  over  the 
hills  by  V^'hite  Hall,  sixteen;  Amity  Hall,  Plantain 
Garden  River,  twenty-three  miles  ;   Holland  Bay, 


thirty;  Manr.liionoal  J3ay,  lliiily;  Priesliiian's  Rj. 
ver,  the  line  of  the  parish,  forty- uvo. 

No.  1 1.  Most  certainly.  As  the  office  is  one  of  (he 
lii"  hest  importance,  its  duties  oii<;ht  not  to  be  entrnsted 
to\ny  but  persons  of  a  liberal  education.    A  know- 
ledo-e  of  medical  jurisprudence  appears  to  me,  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  proper  and  efficient  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  such  an  otlice.    A  great  sav- 
ins:, 1  am  convinced,  would  be  made  to  the  jjublic  by 
the  avoiding  of  unnecessary  post  mortem  examina- 
tions, if  the  office  were  held  by  a  medical  practitioner. 
1  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  in- 
quests for  the  time  mentioned,  or  post  mortem  exami- 
nations, or  the  causes  of  mortality,    1  may  state, 
however,  that  from  the  great  difficulty  experienced  by 
coroners  generally,  in  arriving  at  any  thing  like  a 
satisfactory  conclusion  on  most  of  the  cases  brought 
before  them,  they  are  obliged  to  call  for  medical  evi- 
dence and  post  mortem  examinations,  the  expence  of 
which,  would,  in  most,  cases,  be  saved  if  the  office 
were  iield  by  a  medical  practitioner. 

No.  12.  As  far  back  as  1708. 

No.  13.  The  register  of  burials  affords  no  informa- 
tion as  to  the  cause  of  death. 

No.  14.  Not  to  the  extent  it  ought  to  be.  On  refer- 
ring to  the  register  of  marriages  for  the  ten  years  end- 
ing 31st  December,  1850,  1  find  the  number  of  mar- 
riages, for  that  period,  to  be  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
one.  The  number  of  baptisms  of  infants  for  the 
same  period,  five  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty, 
of  these  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
only  were  the  offspring  of  married  parents. 

No.  15.  Cholera  carried  off  most  of  the  myalmen — ■ 
myalism  is  confined  in  its  practice  chiefly  amongst 
the  sect  called  Native  Baptists.  Some  of  its  priests 
still  carry  on  a  very  thriving  trade,  but  not  to  the 
same  extent  as  some  three  or  four  years  ago. 

No.  16.  There  are  still  some  of  these  people  lurk- 
ing about  in  the  villages,  although  many  of  them  died 
during  the  cholera. ;  tiie  fee  is  more  or  less  than  sixteen 
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sliilliiins,  M  ilh  inaintonance  diirino-  tlie  illiipss  of  ihe 
piilicnl,  lu'sidfs  llie  ct).>t  of  (he  medicines.  Jn  ciuane- 
<»i.s  <ii>;(';is(\s  I  have  heard  oCsix  pounds  lo  nine  pounds 
\\v\\v^  paid  to  one  of  these  cpiack  doctors. 

No.  17.  Not  to  niy  own  knowldege;  but  1  under- 
stand there  is;  a  most  noxious  mixture  called  "  J{is- 
Ih  y,"  made  by  iM'ench  women,  and  openly  sold  in  the 
Kinjiston  market,  which  the  negroes  place  great  faith 
in.  Its  effects  are  often  most  painful,  causing  to 
Miose  who  take  it  years  of  suflering,  and  often  death, 
its  cost  is  sixteen  .ihillings  per  bottle. 

IS'o.  18.  In  many  cases  they  >vould.  The  law'  \^ 
not  stringent  enough  to  put  doMn  quackery.  Every 
censor  of  a  parish  ouglit  to  be  made  liable  to  a  severe 
j)enalty,  w  ho,  when  a  case  is  properly  brought  to  his 
knowledge,  should  fail  to  carry  out  the  law  to  the 
utmost  1  f)rouglit  a  case  before  the  late  censor  for 
this  parish,  Dr.  Wan!,  but  he  took  no  action  on  it. — 
In  his  own  dispensary  1  have  known  one  drug  sold 
of  a  most  deleterious  nature,  and  which,  if  taken, 
would  have  caused  death,  instead  of  the  one  asked 
for,  through  the  ignorance  of  his  dispenser. 

No.  19.  1  apjirehend  this  too  is  much  the  case,  and 
that  the  medical  })ractitioner  is  only  or  seldom  called 
in  but  at  the  eleventh  hour,  and  then  more  from  the 
fear  of  coroner's  inquest,  than  from  better  motives. 

No.  20.  1  cannot  say.  No  doubt  but  the  evil  ex- 
ists to  a  most  lamentable  extent,  which  more  extend- 
ed medical  relief  would  tend  greatly  to  lessen.  In  the 
state  of  Pensvlvania,  and  1  believe  it  is  the  same 
throughout  the  union,  if  either  the  mother  or  child 
should  die  without  a  medical  man  being  in  attendance, 
there  is  a  penalty  on  the  person  neglecting  to  send 
for  such  medical  assistance  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

No.  21.  I  hardly  think  so.  At  present  I  do  not 
think  there  is  a  medical  practitioner  in  this  parish  re- 
ceiving £400  per  annum. 

No.  2-2.  1  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  that  it  would 
be  as  willingly  paid  as  a  tax  for  any  other  jnirposc; 
and  a  capitation  of  two  shillings  on  all  persons  I'rom 
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ihc  a.ice  of  fifteen  to  fifty,  would,  if  collected  on  only 
one  thoiiscind  two  Imiidred,  out  of  the  twenty-one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  the  estimated 
})o{)ulation  of  the  parish,  give  a  sum  perfectly  suffi- 
cient for  all  sanitary  purposes. 

No.  '13.  No;  hut  they  could  be  procured  in  a  few 
hours  from  town. 


I  would  suggest  that  in  all  the  large  parishes,  there 
should  he  at  least  two  coroners,  who  should  be  com- 
|)elled  to  reside  in  their  respective  districts,  and  as 
much  as  possil)le  in  tiie  centre  of  such  districts.  The 
necessity  of  this  is  apparent,  when  reference  is  made 
to  answer  No.  10. 

Every  parish  should  be  divided  into  districts  ac- 
cording to  M'Geachy's  map  for  the  subdivision  of 
parishes  for  ecclesiastical  purposes.  To  each  district 
a  medical  man  should  be  appointed  as  under  the  late 
sanitary  act,  who  should  be  compelled  to  reside  in 
his  district.  There  should  also  be  a  dispensary  in 
each  district  supplied  with  the  most  useful  medicines, 
and  a  dispenser  at  a  moderate  salary,  to  be  under  the 
sole  control  of  the  medical  practitioner  for  each  dis- 
trict. 

1  would  urge  and  earnestly  press  the  necessity  for 
the  establishing  of  an  hospital  in  the  tow  n  of  Morant 
Bay,  the  great  focus  of  the  poor  and  needy,  whicli 
should  be  placed  under  the  care  of  the  medical  prac- 
titioner, appointed  for  the  Morant  district,  with  a  dis- 
penser and  nurse  resident  within  the  ^valIs  of  the 
building. 

livery  minister  of  religion,  magistrate,  or  vestryman 
should  be  empowered  to  call  upon  the  medical  man 
of  the  district,  to  visit  any  person  residing  within  its 
limits,  any  sick  person  not  in  a  condition  to  pay  for 
such  medical  attendance.  And  each  medical  prac- 
titioner should  be  authorised  to  send  all  such  cases, 
as  he  might  deem  absolutely  necessary,  to  the  hospi- 
tal, provided  there  be  any  wards  vacant  at  the  time. 

li  k 
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All  persons  applying  for  medical  advice  and  medi- 
cines at  the  several  dispensaries,  siiould  be  encou- 
raged to  pay  for  tlie  same,  however  small  the  sum 
maybe;  the  amount  so  received  to  be  paid  to  the 
churchwarden  at  the  end  of  every  three  months.  Bv 
this  means,  1  have  every  hope,  that  in  a  very  few 
years,  these  dispensaries  would  be  self-supporting, 
and  the  people  led  gradually  on  to  depend  more  on 
themselves  than  at  present,  and  to  place  a  greater 
value  on  such  institutions  than  they  will  perhaps  do 
at  first. 

No  enactment  for  less  than  three  or  five  years  will 
be  of  any  use.  Had  there  been  a  hospital  at  Morant 
Bay  when  the  cholera  first  appeared  here,  1  am  con- 
fident the  same  number  of  deaths  would  not  have 
taken  place  by  one  half.  Numbers  died  from  sheer 
neixlect,  havino;  no  one  to  administer  either  medicines 
or  nourishment. 

(Signed,)  S.  H.  COOKE,  Rector, 

St.  Thomas  in  the  East. 


Ansivers  of  the  honorable  J.  Barchnj,  custos  of  St. 
David,  to  questions  appended  to  circular  ofSth  Sep-* 
ieinber,  1851. 

No.  1.  Seventy- four  square  miles  ;  a  great  propor- 
tion mountainous  ;  the  localities  are  accessible  but 
by  indifferent  roads  ;  one  village,  viz.:  Yallahs. 

No.  2.  Six  tliousand  inhabitants  by  the  census  ; 
nearly  eight  hundred  deaths  by  cholera;  they  are 
principally  agricultural;  the  sexes  are,  i  believe, 
nearly  equal. 

No.  3.  Five  auoar  estates,  about  twenty-six  coffee 
mountains,  and  five  penns.  The  demand  greater  than 
the  supply. 

No.  4.  One  shilling  per  day,  paid  weekly  and 
monthly,  and  always  in  money.  They  prefer  work- 
ing their  own  grounds,  and  the  mor^  independent 
\hey  become,  tlie  less  they  are  inclined  to  work. 

No.  5,  Fifty-four  paupers  are  supported  by  the  pa 
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rish,  ai  an  .i..:raal  cost  of  £2220.  In  my  opinion  there 
are  none  that  might  not  contribnte  towards  meflicines 
lor  tliemselves,  if  so  inclined. 

No.  ('}.  None.  The  pnblic  in  general  will  not  con- 
tribute any  tiling  for  their  support,  from  which  they 
often  suffer  in  sickness. 

No.  7.  None.  Tlie  charge  for  first  visit  from  a  me- 
dical man,  live  dollars. 

No.  a  The  people  are  averse  to  sending  for  medi- 
cal aid  in  a  great  number  of  cases  ;  they  w  ould  sooner 
isuffer. 

No.  9.  It  worked  very  badly  ;  the  failure  arose 
from  the  medical  men  being  unable  to  enter  into  any 
terms  with  the  people. 

No.  10.  William  Mowatt,  planter,  proprietor  of 
River- Head  estate,  (totally  abandoned  ;)  remunerated 
])y  fees  and  salary  ;  income  about  £80  to  £100  per 
annum  ;  average  inquests  twenty-five  per  annum  ;  on 
about  one  half  of  which  post  mortem  examinations 
are  held. 

No.  U.  A  medical  man  being  appointed  as  coroner 
"would  enable  him,  with  what  practice  he  might  get, 
to  live  comfortably,  and  induce  him  to  live  in  the  pa-^ 
rish. 

No.  12.  The  registry  comes  dow^n  to  December, 
184B  ;  at  present  what  registers  take  place  are  kept 
by  the  clergy. 

No.  13.  The  principal  prevailing  diseases  are  bili- 
ous fevers  and  pleurisy. 

No.  14.  A  great  number  are  married,  and  1  think 
jt  is  increasing,  although  they  do  not  strictly  adhere 
to  their  marriage  vows.  ^ 

No.  15.  It  used  to  be;  several  have  been  con-- 
victed  ;  1  think  it  is  now  on  the  decrease. 

No.  10.  I  cannot  say  there  are  any. 

No.  17.  I  have  every  reason  to  think  that  such  me^ 
dicines  have  been  administered,  and  convictions  of 
such  have  taken  place — one  on  my  own  property. 

No.  18.  In  several  instances  they  prefer  applying 
to  their  black  doctors— cm^mrk^. 
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No.  1.0.  They  gomcrally  employ  iviidwive.s. 
No.  '20.  1  do  not  believe  tliere  are  any. 
No.  21.  Not  without  hiw  to  compel  them  to  emph)y 
medical  aid. 

No.  22.  Not  willingly— on  the  persons  and  heads 
of  families. 

No.  23.  I  have  every  reason  to  think  that  proper 
medicines  have  been  and  are  obtained  when  required. 
There  is  no  public  department. 

Sir, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter, 
18th  ultimo,  with  twenty-three  questions  to  be  an- 
swered, and  now  take  leave  to  enclose  them,  and 
hope  they  will  be  considered  satisfactory.  1  am  sor- 
ry they  should  have  been  detained  so  long,  on  account 
of  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 

J  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed,)  J.  BARCLAY,  Custos. 

Answers  of  the  reverend  John  Smith,  rector  of  St. 
Anns,  to  questions  appended  to  circular  8th  Seplem- 
her,  1851. 

No.  1.  The  extent  of  square  miles  in  this  parish  is 
three  hundred  and  eighty-two  and  a  half.  Small 
towns  and  villages  are  scattered  throughout.  The 
land  is  chiefly  mountainous,  with  plains  here  and 
there;  inhabited  localities  are  accessible,  some  by 
good  and  some  by  very  bad  roads. 

No.  2.  The  estimated  population  of  tliis  parish,  be- 
fore the  late  heavy  visitatioii  of  cholera,  was  twelve 
thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-six  males,  and  thir- 
teen thousand  one  Inuub-ed  and  sixty-seven  females, 
and  the  estimated  reduction  by  the  pestilence  is  five 
hundred  and  ten  males,  and  live  hundred  and  eleven 
females.  The  occupation  of  the  survivors  is  princi- 
pally agricultural. 

No.  .3.  I  believe  the  number  of  estates  to  be  about 
fourteen.    1  know  not  whether  the  deman'l  for  la- 


Lour  is  C(iiuil  to,  or  gi-eutur  lliaii  the  labouring-  popu- 
hition  can  supply. 

JNo.  4.  The  average  amount  of  wages  is,  I  helieye, 
one  shilling  per  diem,  paiti  regularly  in  money.  The 
people,  I  believe,  are  willing  to  work  in  the  cultiva- 
tion ol'  estates,  except  during  the  pimento  picking, 
when  there  is  rather  a  scarcity  of  labour  by  their  pre- 
ferring to  go  to  the  pimento  walks. 

No.  5.  1  am  unable  to  give  an  answer  to  this  ques- 
tion. 

No.  6.  There  are,  1  believe,  five  medical  practition- 
ers, and  J  cannot  give  their  places  of  residence,  ex- 
cept Dr.  Bayley,  who  resides  on  St.  Ann's  Bay.  I 
consider  the  number  totally  inadequate  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  population. 

No.  7.  Dr.  Bayley  keeps  a  dispensary  on  the  Bay, 
^vhere  there  is  also  a  hospital,  supported  by  the  pa- 
rish. Dr.  B.,  as  I  have  said,  resides  on  the  Bay,  who 
receives  £03  per  annum  from  the  parish  for  his  ser- 
vices. 

No.  8.  The  negro  population  are,  1  doubt  not,  wil- 
ling to  apply  for  medicines,  but  I  am  told  not  so  wil- 
ling to  pay  for  them  generally.  They  are  certainly 
reluctant  to  submit  to  the  discipline  and  medical 
treatment  in  the  hospital.  I  do  not  know  to  what  to 
attribute  their  reluctance. 

No.  9.  The  dispensary  act  of  ninth  Victoria,  chapter 
forty-three,  did  not  work  well.  I'he  medical  men  can 
better  attribute  the  cause  of  its  failure. 

No.  10.  S.  W.  Hose,  esquire,  the  coroner  of  this 
parish.  He  resides  at  the  Farm  penn.  He  is  remu- 
nerated by  a  fixed  salary.  The  remainder  of  tlje 
question  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  answer. 

No.  II.  This  question  1  am  unable  to  answer,  never 
having  given  it  any  consideration. 

No.  12.  There  are  registers  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths  kept  in  this  parish  in  accordance  with  the 
clergy  act,  which  extends  as  far  back  as  1708. 

No.  13.  The  diseases,  shewn  by  the  register  of 
births  and  deaths,  kept  by  the  registrar,  to  be  most 
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common  and  i'MvA  since  1844,  nre  fever  and  dysenic- 
ry,  excliuJin<i-,  ol"  course,  the  cholera. 

No.  14.  'I  lie  rite  of  man ia}j;e  is  j»enerallv  observed 
by  the  peasantry,  l)nt  I  rej^-ret  to  say  there  are  a 
great  many  children  registered,  tlie  result  of  illicit 
intercourse  of  the  sexes. 

No.  l;j.  Not  to  mv  knowledge. 

j\o.  10.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

No.  17.  None;  nor  have  1  reason  to  believe  that 
such  cases  have  occurred. 

No.  18.  I  cannot  say. 

No.  19.  I  have  known  of  no  instance  of  the  kind. 
No.  20.  None. 

No.  21.  This  question  1  cannot  answer.  It  would 
of  course  depend  upon  circumstances. 

No.  22.  This  question  I  leave  to  abler  and  more 
experienced  heads  in  such  matters  to  answer. 

No.  23.  Very  inadequate,  as  exemplified  in  the  late 
epidemic. 

(Signed,)  JOHN  SMITH, 

Hector  of  St.  Ann's. 

Answers  of  Dr.  J3rchncr  io  the  questions  appended  to 
circular  8(/i  September,  1851. 

No.  1.  The  parish  of  Hanover  extends  over  an  area 
of  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  square  miles.  Its  ge- 
neral aspect  is  mountainous,  with  intervening,  and  in 
many  instances,  marshy  flats.  The  sea  coast  particu- 
larly abounds  in  these  noxious  marshes.  The  principal 
town  is  Lucea.  Lucea  contained  one  thousand  four 
hundred  inhabitants  before  cholera;  of  these  three 
hundred  perished.  There  are  several  negro  town- 
ships scattered  over  the  parish,  selected  without  any 
regard  to  healthy  influences,  and  rendered  positively 
nnhealthy  by  the  peculiarity  of  the  negro  in  surround- 
ing his  dwelling  with  vegetation  up  to  the  very  door, 
apparently  to  hide  his  proceedings  from  his  neighboui*. 
If  any  other  adventitious  circumstances  were  required 
to  render  the  negro  villages  unhealthy,  and  the  inha- 


bitants  of  them  peculiarly  suscef)til)Ie  of  epuiL-niic 
diseases,  it  is  readily  to  be  louiid  in  the  low,  dl  veil, 
tilated  (and  in  many  cases  not  ventilated)  houses, 
^vhich  the  ne<^roes,  tor  the  most  part,  (construct.  The 
kind  of  houses  constructed  by  them  at  this  day,  is  no 
bad  test  of  their  advancement  and  progress  in  civdi- 
zation. 

The  public  roads  throughout  Hanover  are  tolerable 
in  dry  weather,  but  they  liave,  for  years  past,  been 
notorious  for  being,  in  the  rainy  season,  wretched 
mud  holes,  and  in  many  districts  impassa.blc  without 
damage  to  horse  and  rider. 

The  negro  villages  are  accessible  only  by  narrow 
tracks  or  foot  paths. 

No.  2.  Hanover  contained  some  twenty-five  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  of  whom  about  two  thousand  three 
hundred  perished  by  cholera.  The  occupation  of  the 
negro  population  is  chiefly  agricultural. 

Tliere  is  a  great  paucity  of  tradesmen  among  them. 
Since  the  emancipation  the  negroes  have,  in  very  few 
instances,  endeavoured  to  teach  their  children  any 
thing  useful  or  good. 

JNo.  3.  There  are  fifty-four  sugar  estates  and  ten 
breeding  penns  in  actual  cultivation. 

The  demand  for  labour  is  certainly  greater  than  the 
supply,  but  it  is  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  present  la- 
bouring population  could,  if  they  were  industriously 
inclined,  do  three  times  more  than  at  present. 

No.  4.  The  field  labourer  receives  one  shilling,  on 
an  average,  for  four  hours  work  ;  (a  great  deal  of  es- 
tates work  is  done  by  task,  and  1  have  seen  labour- 
ers daily  returning  from  their  work,  for  which  they 
are  paid  one  shilling,  after  four  hours.) 

The  labourer  is  paid  every  week,  or  every  two  weeks, 
but  regularly  and  in  money.  The  negro  labourer 
could  earn  tlu'ee  shillings  per  day  without  injury  to 
his  constitution,  but  being  naturally  indolent,  and 
seemingly  devoid  of  a  proper  and  correct  estimation 
of  the  responsibilities  of  prudence,  and  his  wants  be- 
ing few,  he  contents  himself  with  the  one  shillins:  a 
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tiny,  spciidin};  flie  lialiuue  of  llio  day,  lor  llie  mosf 
\)\\vt,  ill  idleness,  saiislied  that  lie  can  make  up  the 
(lillt  rence  by  the  sale  of  yams,  cocoes,  and  other  pro- 
visions, out  of  his  groiuid,  which  ground  he  cultivates 
f)u  Friday  and  Saturday,  and  by  which  he  is,  in  a 
great  measure,  rendered  independent  of  the  planter. 

iNo  5.  'i'he  parish  relieves,  during  the  year,  (as 
paupers  paid  small  weekly  sums,  and  as  occasional 
t>r  transient  poor,)  some  two  hundred  persons. 

'l\\Q  persons  most  inca[)able  of  contributing  any 
thing  to  provide  themselves  with  medical  attendance, 
are  some  of  the  coloured  people. 

There  are  doubtless  also  some  among  the  black 
persons  incapable  to  do  so,  but  they  are  not  many  ; 
ond  in  too  many  instances  they  are  old  people,  wiio 
are  thus  jiot  rid  of  bv  their  families. 

JNo.  (J.  Some  twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago  the  pa- 
rish of  lianover  supported,  in  a  comfortable  manner, 
sorVie  sixteen  medical  practitioners.  Of  late  years.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  the  want  of  interest  evinced  by 
the  upper  clasvses  in  the  medical  profession,  couplet! 

the  carelessness  and  disregard  by  the  negroes  of 
human  life,  only  four  (hily  (pialitied  practitioners  ma- 
nage to  drag  out  an  existence  in  the  whole  parish. 

Of  these,  Dr.  Keich  keeps  a  retail  drug  shop,  and 
lives  in  Lucea.  J)r.  Potts  lives  two  miles  out  of  town, 
but  keeps,  in  Lucea,  a  retail  drug  shop.  ])r.  Breb- 
ner  lives  four  miles  out  of  town,  and  keeps  also  a  re- 
tail drug  shop  in  Lucea.  ])r.  James  Mason  lives  in 
the  Green  Liland  district,  eighteen  miles  from  Lucea. 
Each  of  these  gentlemen  say  that  they  would  be  un- 
able to  live  by  the  practice  of  physic,  if  it  were  not 
from  the  assistance  derived  from  the  vending  of  drugs, 
and  the  resources  of  their  respective  country  residen- 
ces. This  number  is,  however,  quite  inadequate  to 
the  requirements  of  the  population. 

No.  7.  There  is  no  public  dispensary  or  hospital, 
properly  so  called,  in  Hanover.  Certain  small  ill  venti- 
lated rooms,  (selected  generally  for  their  cheapness,) 
capable   of   containing  twenty-eight   persons,  by 
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placing  sometimes  two  in  one  room,  are  rented  by  the 
parochial  vestry  for  holding  houseless,  aged,  and  de- 
crepid  persons.  This  is  j)roperly  an  alms  house,  and 
is  supported  out  of  the  general  amount  of  taxes  levied 
yearly  in  the  parish.  l)r  Potts  receives  twenty- 
four  pounds,  or  tweiity  seven  pounds  per  annum,  to 
find  medical  unguents,  &c.,  for  the  people,  who  are,: 
for  the  most  part,  covered  with  old  ulceis;  he  visits 
the  alms  house  twice  a  week.  I  receive  forty-two ; 
pounds  per  annum  to  attend  on  about  ninety  paupers, 
and  any  transient  poor  besides,  who  may  apply  to  the 
churchwardens  for  medical  aid  ;  for  this  beggarly  pit- 
tance 1  am  to  attend  the  transient  poor  in  Lucea, 
and  for  twelve  miles,  in  any  direction,  taking  Lucea 
as  a  central  or  stationaiy  point— ftuding  medicines 
also.  Some  parts  of  the  parish  have  not  even  this  mi- 
serable provision  made  for  the  poor. 

No.  8  There  is,  as  J  have  said,  no  public  dispen- 
sary or  hospital  in  Hanover,  to  which  the  negro  can 
apply,  as  in  civilized  countries,  if  he  felt  inclined  • — • 
So  regardless  is  the  negro  of  the  lives  of  his  nearest 
of  kin,  when  sick,  that  it  is  only  after  having  ex* 
hausted  all  his  own  efforts  and  skill,  and  when  he 
sees  too  plainly  that  matters  are  becoming  desperate, 
that  he  resorts  for  aid  to  the  medical  practitioners, 
with  whom  he  drives  as  hard  a  bargain  as  he  can  ; 
but  even  this  is  not  general,  for  in  many  cases  six-pence 
or  one  shilling's  worth  of  such  medicines  as  he  (the 
negro)  deems  requisite,  are  purchased  and  adminis- 
tered by  himself  throughout  the  case.  I  am  satisfied, 
that  the  mortality,  for  years  past,  has  been  very  great 
among  the  negro  children  during  the  period  of  den- 
'  tition  ;  many  perish  from  dropsy,  supervening  on  neg- 
lected diseases. 

No.  The  salary  given  to  each  medical  practi- 
tioner by  the  publKc,  under  the  ninth  Victoria,  chap- 
ter forty-three,  for  attendance  on  the  poor,  I  consider 
to  have  been  inadequate,  considering  the  duties  re- 
quired of  them.    The  legislature,  perhaps,  expects  "i 
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that  the  labouring  classes  would  gladly  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  provisions  ot  the  act,  and  have  sub- 
scribed in  large  numbers,  thus  making  up  the  "de- 
ficit," but  as  it  was  optional  on  the  part  of  the  la- 
bourers, comparatively  few  of  them  enrolled  their 
names,  thus  it  became  a  hardship  on  the  medical  man, 
for,  by  the  act,  he  was  liable  to  pains  and  penalties. — 
I  consider  the  ninth  Victoria  to  have  been  objection- 
able, in  not  fixing  one  general  rate  of  salary  to  be 
paid  to  each  medical  man,  instead  of  leaving  it  to  the 
determination  of  parochial  vestries  not  to  exceed  a 
certain  amount.    The  members  of  parochial  vestries 
generally  (at  least  of  our  Hanover)  too  frequently  im- 
port local  prejudices  into  their  proceedings,  and  have 
never  been  remarkable  for  the  liberality  of  their  deal- 
ings, with  an  enlightened  and  heavily  taxed  profes- 
sion like  that  of  medicine.    The  pittance  given  by 
the  Hanover  vestry  during  the  second  year  of  the  dis- 
pensary act  rendered  the  medical  practitioners  care- 
less.  The  scavenger's  salary  receives  as  much  atten- 
tion and  consideration,  if  not  more,  at  the  Hanover 
vestry  board,  than  the  medical  practitioners.    By  the 
ninth  Victoria,  ministers  of  religion  of  every  denomi- 
nation, the  churchv/ardens.  the  magistrates,  and  ves- 
trymen were  all  permitted  to  send  orders  to  the  me- 
dial practitioners  of  the  district.    This  privilege  is 
at  times  likely  to  be  misi!sed.    The  chief  cause  of 
the  failure,  however,  of  the  dispensary  act  was  the 
having  it  optional  with  the  negro  to  subscribe  or  not, 
and  pay  voluntarily,  which  he  will  never  do. 

No.  10.  George  Robert  Johnson,  is  the  coroner  of 
Hanover.  He  is  upwards  of  eighty  years  old  ;  had 
no  other  occupation  since  he  became  coroner.  He, 
for  a  great  many  years,  was  paid  £3  4s  Od.  for  each 
inquisition,  and  one  shilling  and  six-pence  per  mile. 
By  the  tenth  Victoria,  he  was  reduced  to  a  salary  of 
£100  per  annum.  The  tenth  Victoria  not  being  now 
in  force,  his  mode  of  receiving  payment  is  unsettled. 
1  believe  the.coroners  each  received  g  grant  Irom  the 
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late  sessions  previous  to  tne  passing  of  the  tenlh  Vic- 
toria ;  the  average  amount  ot  salary  received  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  our  coroner,  was  £350  The  coroner  for- 
merly resided  in  Lucea,  but  now,  for  the  last  four 
years,  he  has  lived  with  his  son  some  sixteen  miles 
"out  of  Lucea.  He  is  morally  and  physically  imbe- 
cile, and  quite  unfit  to  hold  the  situation.  It  appears 
that  he  is  tolerated  in  the  office  from  respec^fc  to  his 
advanced  age.  The  magistrates  occasiomlly  hold  in« 
quests  when  conveiiienl. 

1  cannot  obtain  correct  data  to  fix  the  average 
number  of  inquests  ;  bul  the  amount  of  salary  per 
annum  of  £350,  will  shew  that  they  were  many.  I 
think  ten  post  mortem  examinations  yearly  would  be 
rather  above  than  under  the  average,  for  the  inquests 
were  held  apparently  more  as  a  matter  of  revenue 
to  the  coroner,  than  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at. 
correct  conclusions  as  to  the  causes  of  death  ;  and 
ignorant  country  jurors  too  frequently  iook  upon 
themselves  to  return  verdicts,  unaided  by  medical  tes- 
timony. A  good  many  of  these  inquisitions  shew 
such  verdicts  as  the  following  :— 

**  Died  from  want  of  medical  attendance." 

**  Died  from  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  parents,  &c- 
&c.  &c." 

No.  1 1.  Under  the  present  election  law,  those  who 
cajole  the  electors  are  most  likely  to  be  appointed  to 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility;  for  such  ap|)oint- 
ments  depend  now  entirely  on  the  labouring  classes. 
It  can  hardly  be  expected  that  under  such  a  state  of 
tilings  gentlemen  of  education  ^ill  be  appointed. — • 
Settiog  aside  the  above  consideration,  the  coroner,  if 
a  medical  man,  would  be  of  considerable  assistance 
in  explaining  and  placin,^  evidence  in  a  manner  intel- 
ligible to  a  jury,  of  necessity  unacquainted  with  me- 
dical subjects,  or  at  all  events,  in  directing  the  jury 
whenever  medical  testimony  and  post  mortem  exami- 
nations were  indispensible.  He  could  also  be  able, 
to  determine  with  a  greater  degeee  of  accuracy,  when 
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aa  inqupst  was  absolutely  uecessary  from  the  history 
of  the  case,  thus  relieving  persons  who  have  i\ww 
daily  avocations  to  depend  upon  for  a  livin«r,  (Vom 
Xvasting  their  valuable  time,  as  I  have  frecjuently  seen 
in  this  parish. 

The  necessity  of  filling  the  office  of  coroner,  in  the 
person  of  a  medical  practitioner,  is  indeed  too  obvi- 
ous. 

IVol  12.  The  register  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  kept  in  our  vestry  office,  is  not  to  be  depend 
ed  on  at  all,  it  never  having  been  by  law  compulsory 
on  any  one;  it  might  be  embodied,  for  the  future,  in 
the  Medical  Relief  Bill. 

No.  13.  We  have  had  none  but  the  ordinary  dis- 
eases of  the  country  since  I  came  to  Hanover,  in  1835. 
in  1837  a  number  of  persons  died  from  fever,  which 
assumed  the  typhoid  type. 

No.  14.  The  marriage  ceremony  is  often  enough 
performed  by  the  clergyman  ;  but,  by  the  labourers 
themselves,  the  marriage  vow  is  more  generally  re- 
garded in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance.  The 
illegitimate  children  preponderate. 

No.  15  The  practice  of  obeahism,  or  myalism,'  is 
common  in  Hanover,  and  largely  on  the  im  rease, 
even  among  those  who  would  *ain  be  considered  re- 
spectable peof)!e,  and  among  the  black  and  coloured 
people,  servants  or  domestics,  in  the  town  of  Lucea, 
of  whom,  from  their  constant  approximation  with  the 
npper  classes,  more  correct  notions  might  be  expect- 
ed, as  our  recent  police  records  might  shew. 

No.  16.  There  are  many  black  tbictors  who  prac- 
tice obeahism  also  ;  their  dupes,  as  well  as  themselves, 
are  too  cunning  to  let  it  be  known  how  they  are  paid. 

No,  17.  I  know  of  no  instance  wherein  it  has  been 
proved  that  these  quacks  have  administered  deleteri- 
ous compounds,  but  I  nevertheless  believe  that  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  mischief  is  done  by  such  persons 
among  the  labourers,  particularly  in  couutry  districts. 

No.  18.  The  negro  does  not  deny  the  efficacy  of 
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medicines  administered  by  a  duly  qualified  practi- 
tioner, l)nt  it  is  tlie  want  of  affection  for  his  kin,  a 
rart^lessness  of  luiman  life,  and  a  disinclination  to  pay 
liis  money  to  the  doctor,  whicii  cause  him  not  to  apply 
till  it  iy  too  lre(|«iently  too  late.  If  the  negro  knew 
that  he  pai<l  hy  taxation  for  medical  attendance,  he 
would  do  oiluM  wise,  for  he  is  not  the  one  to  neglect 
to  demand  value  for  his  money.  From  cases  which 
J  have  seen,  and  what  I  know  of  the  negro  character, 
1  feel  satisfied  that  these  obeah  men  will  continue  to 
be  applied  to,  to  exercise  their  mischievous  humbug, 
particularly  in  cases  where  the  sick  fancy  'that  other 
persons  have  "  put  them  so,"  as  they  term  it,  from 
motives  of  revenge,  jealousy,  &c. 

No.  19.  I  am  not  aware  that  these  quacks,  or  obeah 
men,  are  ever  directly  concerned  in  the  delivery  of 
women  during  parturition,  but  they  are  consulted  to 
prevent,  by  their  supposed  charms,  women  from  hav- 
ing easy  deliveries.  A  case  occurred  a  few^  months 
ago,  to  my  knowledge,  in  which,  on  the  cessation  of 
labor  pains,  the  woman  attributed  her  condition  to 
the  charms  exercised  by  an  obeah  man,  who  had  been 
employed  by  another  woman  to  '*  put  her  so.'* 

The  negro  midwives  are  a  most  ignorant  set,  and 
not  unfrequently  do  much  mischief. 

No.  20.  1  am  not  aware  that  infanticide  is  commit- 
ted directly,  but  many  infants  do  die  from  neglect  and 
various  other  causes  attributable  to  the  parents. 

No.  21.  Unless  a  legislative  enactment  provides  for 
the  payment  of  medical  practitioners,  they  will  be  un- 
able to  live.  The  few  here  are  almost  starving,  (if 
I  may  use  the  term  ;)  the  little  that  they  make  is  by 
the  retail  of  drugs. 

No.  22.  The  negro  pays  no  kind  of  tax  willingly. 
1  think  a  capitation  tax  of  four  shillings  would  be 
best,  and  quite  adequate  to  make  a  liberal  provision 
for  the  medical  practitioners. 

No.  2:3.  No  medicines  were  or  are  kept  by  the  au- 
thorities of  Hanover  in  case  of  epidemic  disease. — 


t270  Appendix. 

During  the  late  \  isitatioii  by  cholera,  there  was  a  very 
imperfect  and  irregular  supply  of  medicines  to  the 
medical  men.  Frequently  liave  \  made  applicalions, 
and  could  ol)tain  none.  In  short,  so  disgusted  was 
1  with  the  local  hoard  of  health,  that  I  sent  to  King- 
ston and  purchased  medicines  out  of  my  private  means 
for  the  people 
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APPEINDIX  I. 


No.  1413.  Kings  House, 

October  Uth,  1851. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  send  you  the  en- 
Earl  Giey  to  sir  c.  Grey,  closed  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the 
Jamaica,  434.      secretary  of  state  for  the  colonies, 

September  61b,  1851.  i     r      i     ^  i  •  i 

Witb  one  enclosure,  and  ot  a  letter  vvhich  accompani- 
August  23d,  1851.  ed  it  from  the  General  Board  of 
Health  in  England,  expressieve  of  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Board  with  the  soundness  of  the  views  advocated 
by  the  Central  Board  of  Health  of  Jamaica  in  their 
First  Notification,  a  copy  of  vvhich,  it  appears,  had 
l)een  received  from  Dr.  Gavin  Milroy,  and  submitted 
by  the  secretary  of  state  to  the  General  Board  in 
England. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 
(Signed,)  T.  F.  PILGRIM,  Sec, 

John  C.  Macfarlane,  Esquire, 

Secri:tary  to  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  Spanish-Town. 

Copy — Jamaica,  No.  434. 

Dow  fling  Street,  September  6th,  1851, 

Sir, 

I  have  received  from  Mr.  Gavin  IVIilroy,  a  copy  of 
the  First  Notification  issued  by  the  Central  Board  of 
Health  of  Jamaica. 

Having  submitted  a  copy  of  it  to  the  General  Board 
of  Health,  I  transmit  to  you  herewith,  for  your  infor- 
Augastsad,  1851.  matiou,  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from 
the  Board  in  reply,  expressive  of  their  satisfaction  at 
the  soundness  of  the  views  contained  in  it. 

I  have,  &c.  &c. 

C^'g?etlO  GREY. 
Governor  Sir  Charles  Grey, 

^c,      6fc,  6('c. 
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Transcript  copy. 

The  General  Board  of  Health, 

Whitehall,  23d  Auoust,  1851. 

Sir, 

In  returniny:  to  yon  tlip  First  NotificMlion  issued  !)y 
the  Central  Board  of  Healiii  oF  the  i.sland  of  Jainaica, 
the  receipt  of  which  was  acknowledijed  in  my  letter 
to  vou  of  the  lorh  inslant,  I  am  directed  by  the 
General  Board  of  Health  to  request  you  to  convey 
to  earl  Grey  the  expression  of  their  great  satisfaction 
\viih  the  soundness  of  the  views  advocated  by  the  Cen- 
tral Board  of  Health  of  Jamaica,  and  the  sanitary 
efficiency  of  the  measures  recommended  by  them. 

1  have,  &c  &c. 
(Signed  )  C.  M'CAULAY, 

Assistant  Secretary, 

To  Herman  Merivale,  Esq,  <5  c.  Six. 

Colonial  Office,  Downing  Street. 
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Central  Board  of  Health  Account  with  Receiver -GeiieraL 


'lay  i:}.  By  amount  of  giiirit  under  act  fourteenth  Victoria,  chapter  sixty,  to  the  order  of  the 
C'eistral  Boarfl  if  Heahh  ..... 
To  the  following  orders  made  on  the  receiver- general  by  the  Board,  viz.  :— 
J8ol. 

July  1.  To  order  in  favor  of  T.  J.  Brown,  secretary,  for  incidental  expences  under 

the  act,  and  accounted  for  in  his  account  annexed 
Sept.  1.  To  order  in  favor  of  T.  J.  Brown,  for  his  salary  as  secretary  to  the  Board,  of 
tliis  date  •  •  •  •  .  .  ; 

To  order  in  favor  of  R.  J.  De  Cordova,  for  balance  of  his  account 
for  printing  Notitications  one  and  two — amount  of  account 
Fcid  and  charged  by  secretary 


s.  d.    £.  s.  J. 
1000  0  0 

30  0  0 
21    8  6 


i2l  10  0 
10    0  0    11  10  0 


To  order  in  favor  of  T.  J.  Brown,  secretary,  for  incidental  expences  under  the 
act,  accounted  for  in  his  and  Mr.  Macfarlane's  accounts  annexed 
Nov.  1.  To  order  in  favor  of  J.  C.  Macfarlane,  secretary,  for  incidental  expences  un- 
der the  act,  accounted  for  in  his  account  annexed  .... 
15.  To  order  in  favor  of  J.  C.  Macfarlane,  secretary,  to  pay  sundry  small  accounts 
passed  this  day 

To  order  in  favor  of  the  honorable  James  Dunstone,  custos  of  Trelawny,  for 
relief  to  the  suffering  poor  under  small  pox,  and  for  medicines 

To  order  in  favor  of  the  reverend  H.  G.  Lawson,  island  curate  of  Hanover,  to 
purchase  medicine,  and  for  relief  to  the  suffering  poor  under  cholera    .  . 


30  0  0 
30  0  0 
6 
0 

0    252  0  0 


29 

50 
50 


0 


0 


£748  0  0 


Many  liabilities  of  the  Board,  (not  yet  ascertained,)  to  be  paid,  which  ^vill  appear  in  a  further  account. 

j.  C.  MACFARLANE,  Secretary, 


M  m 


Dr. 


Antral  Board  of  Health  Cash  Account  ivilh  T.  J.  Brown,  Secretary. 


Cr. 


1851. 

July  22.  To  paid  R.  J.  I)e  Cordova,  on  ac- 
count of  printing  First  Notification 

Aug.  1.3.  To  paid  Alexander  Campbell,  for  sta- 
tionery 

26,  To  paid  ./osepli  Francis  and  compa- 

ny, for  niinnte  book 

27.  To  paid  Derbyshire,  Norton,  and  com- 

pany, for  a  tin  box  and  twenty -live 
quills 

To  paid  Dr.  M'Orath's  travelling-  ex- 
pences  from  Kingston  to  Spanish- 
Town,  attending  five  meetings  of 
the  Board 

To  paid  colonel  Yule,  attending  four 
meetings  of  the  Board,  at  8s. 

To  paid  Dr.  M'f.ean,  ditto  ditto 

To  paid  Dr.  Johnston,  two  ditto  ditto 

To  paid  Dr.  Milroy's  ditto,  four  ditto 
ditto,  at  8s. 

To  paid  messenger  carrying  letters 
and  parcels 

To  paid  postages  from  1st  . June  to  1st 
September 

To  paid  Dr.  J.  ^^  .  Johnston,  for  post- 
ages 

To  this  sum  r(Miiitted  to  America, 
through  li.  C.  J.  Hitch  ins,  for  vac- 
cine lymph 

To  balance  carried  to  next  month 


s. 

d. 

y) 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

12 

0 

1 

r> 

0 

,2 

0 

0 

1 

12 

0 

1 

12 

0 

1 

4 

0 

1 

12 

0 

n 
U 

1  o 

u 

ft 
O 

4 

0 

5 

2 

1 

0 

i 
i 

0 

0 

1 

.Oj 

1851 


£.   s.  d. 

July.  1 .  By  received  from  receiver-general,  un- 
der order  of  the  Board  dated  1st 
J«ly  .  .  .  30    0  0 


£30    0  0 


£30    0  0 


Ceniral  Board  of  Health  Cash  Account  with  T,  J.  Brown,  Secretary/. 


Or 


1851. 
Sept. 


To  remitted,  through  Mr.  liitchins  to 
America,  for  vaccine  lymph,  per 
Illinois 

To  paid  travelling  expences  of  Dr. 
Johnston  to  meeting  of  16th  Sep- 
tember 

To  paid  ditto  ditto  of  Dr.  M'Grath 

To  paid  ditto  ditto  of  Dr.  M'Lean 

To  this  sum  retained  for  Dr.  John- 
ston's travellinjj;  expences  to  meet- 
ing of  6th  September 

To  {)aid  Secretary's  travelling  expen- 
ces to  the  meeting  of  the  Jst  and 
19th  June,  1st  and  17th  July,  1st 
August,  1st,  6th,  and  16th  Septem- 
ber, at  8s.  . 

To  retained,  as  salary,  from  1st  to  16th 
September,  at  the  rate  of  £50  for 
seven  months 

To  paid  postages  and  queries  of  me- 
dical relief,  and  other  correspon- 
dence, in  September 

To  balance  carried  do^Yn 


£.   s.  d. 


3    0  0 


0 

0 
0 


12  0 

8  0 
8  0 


0  12  0 


3    4  0 


3  17  2 


2 

0 

0 

**] 

16 

0 

8 

£30 

1 

10 

1851. 
Sept, 


£. 

By  balance  brought  down    .  .  o 

By  this  sum  received  by  the  Board 
through  an  order  of  this  date,  on  the 
receiver-general  .  .30 


d. 
10 


Q  0 


£30    1  IQ 


*  Carried  by  Mr.  Macfaiiane^  as  secretary,  to  credit  of  his  account  annexed. 

M  m  2 
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tjenttdl  JBoaM  of  Health  in  account  cui^rent  with  John  C,  31acfarlanc,  Secretm 


1851 


£. 


s.  d. 
7  0 


Ott.  »8.  To  paid  expenres  of  Secretary  to  King- 
ston, on  biisinessof  the  Board  0 
28.  To  paid  l)r  Smith  ,s travelling-  expen- 
ces  to  Green  island,  to  attend  cases 
ofcbolera,  to  be  i>yiiitii  accounted  for  10    0  0 
51.  To  paid  .Jordon  and  Osborn,  amount 

oi' their  acconnt  for  stationery       .    0  16  6 
To  paid  Derbyshire,  Norton,  and  Co. 

for  ditto  ditto         .  ..030 
To  paid  sundry  postages  from  the  2nd 

instant  to  date        .  .  .310 

To  balance  due,  carried  down  .    113  2 


1851.  £.   s,  d. 

Oct.  1.  By  this  amount  received  from  the 
Board,  being  balance  handed  in  by 
Mr.  Brown,  late  secretary,  at  this 
date,  as  per  account  current  ren- 
dered .  .  .  16    0  f$ 


16    0  8 


,  13.  To  paid  i)r.  Smith  tliis  sum  sent  to 
him  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Green 
Island,  to  be  accounted  for  by  him 
15.  To  paid  sundry  postages  from  the  1st 
to  date 

To  paid  Derbyshire, Norton,  and  com- 
pany, for  stationery,  as  per  account 
To  paid  Jordon  and  Osborn,  ditto 
17.  To  paid  the  following-accounts,  per  or- 
der of  the  Boardi  for  £29  Is.  6d.  : 
Editor  of  the  Colonial  Standard, 

for  advertisements 
Editor  of  the  Morning 

Journal,  for  ditto 
R.  J.  l)e  C'^dova,  for 
printing  circulars,  &c. 


10 

0 

0 

0 

14 

8 

1 

10 

3 

0 

13 

8 

2    4  0 

1  17  Q 

2  0  0 


l7     1  6i 


t^arriod  forward 


£19    0  1 


Nt)V.    E  By  balance  brouglit  down 

By  this  sum  received  by  the  Board,  by 
an  order  of  this  date  on  the  receiver- 
general  ,  -  .30 


16    0  8 
1  13  2 


0  0 


Carried  (orwafd 


£31  13  3 


Central  Board  of  Usaith  m  account  current  with  John  C.  Macfarlane,  Secretary. 


I8$L 

Noo..  Vf. 


Bro  Pjgi)  t  for  v.'a  rd 


li)  0 


^4.  Fi-irri'ado,  f'»r  horsa 
hire  ixi  sending  Dr. 

R.  and  D.  Morssoo,  for 
medjcmeK  supplied  to 
Dr.  Smith,  for  use  of 
cholera  patients  al 
Green  Islaiid  .  4  4 

1).  1>.  8oases,  for  pre- 
paring appendix,  re- 
port,   and  plans  of 


0 


5  Danish 


n 


10  0  0 


To  paid  suiidry  postages  from  15ili  to 
d^t^  »  •  ^ 

To  paid  Jordon  and  Osborn  for  sta- 
tionery 

To  paid  Perhyshire,  Norton,  sEd  com- 
pany, for  ditto 
balance 


0 

0  10 

0  16 

1  4 
16  li 


0 


To  balance  in  h^nd 


£60  14  81 


<i  10    3  I 


Bro«g-ht  forward  3?  |.3 

>y  this  sum  received  from  the  Uoml 
tfi rough  mi  order  of  this  date  on. 
the  receiver- general,  to  paysuadrr 


SEKaii  accounts 


14  ^ 


1.  C.  MACFAELANE,  Secreiaru. 


2lQ 


Central  Board  of  Health  Supplemental  Account  with  Receiver-General. 


18.31 


£.     s.  d.  £. 


Nov.  15;  By  balktlce  ot  gfaiit  linder  act  fourteehtli  Victoria,  chapter  sixty,  remaining  to  the 
Order  of  the  Central  Board  of  Health  at  this  date,  per  former  account 
Totlie  following  orders  rnadeon  the  receiver-general,  by  the  Board,  on  and  from  15th 
INovember,  to  and  on  29th  December^  1851^  viz.  : — 

Nov.  29.  To  order  in  favor  of  S.  W.  Kose,  senior  magistrate  of  the  parish  of  St. 

Ann,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  thut  parish  suffering-  under  small  pox    50    0  0 


To  order  in  favor  of  J.  C,  Macfarlane,  for  payment  of  expences  of 
making  three  copies  of  General  Report ;  for  comparing  and  examin- 
ing same,  and  the  making  up  and  binding  said  report,  accounted  for 
in  his  account  annexed  .  w  .  .  . 

Dec.  ^.  To  order  in  favor  of  G.  M.  Law§on,  ciistos  of  St.  James,  for  the  relief 
of  the  sotfering  poor  under  cholera 
29.  To  order  in  favor  of  the  honorable  Bryan  Edwards,  custos  of  St.  Tho- 
mas in  the  Vale,  to  be  paid  to  reverend  Mr.  Pearson,  for  cholera  me- 
dicines ..... 
To  order  in  favor  of  reverend  H,  G.  Lawson,  curate  of  Hanover,  ba- 
lance of  account  for  cholera  medicines 
Fo  order  in  favor  of  J.  C.  Macfarlane,  for  newspapers  advertisements, 
,    accounted  for  by  him  in  his  account  annexed  .  .  ' 

To  order  in  favor  of  John  Bristovve,  esquire,  solicitor,  for  his  attend- 
ance at  the  meetings  of  the  Board,  and  professiojial  services  render- 
ed to  Board  of  Health 
To  order  in  favor  of  Dr.  Crawford  Smith,  for  professional  services  dur- 
,   ing  cholera  in  the  parish  of  Hanover 

To  order  in  favor  of  J)r.  Crawford,  R.N.  for  professional  services  dur- 

ing  cholera  in  the  parisli  of  Westmoreland 
To  order  in  favor  of  Dr.  Dalrymple,  for  services  during  small  pox,  and 
,    acting  as  vaccinator  in  the  parish  of  Trelavvny 
.To  order  in  favor  of  Mr.  Waise,  Newcastle,  for  cottage  plans  *  , 
To  order  in  iavor  of  Mr.  Calvert,  for  cottage  plans 
To  order  in  favor  of  G.  M.  LaWson,  custos  of  St.  James,  to  be  paid  to 

W.N.  Cooke,  esquire,  for  assistance  in  defraying  cholera  expences 


180    0  0 


50    0  0 


6  6  S 

7  16  0 


115  0 


25    0  o 
200    0  0 
2^    0  0 


60 
3 
6 


Carried  forward 


0 

3 

6 


0 
0 

0 


s. 


748    0  0 


50    0    0    674  If) 


£73    3  9 

ill         ••r,f-.„  , 


Central  Board  of  Health  Supplemental  Account  with  Receiver- General. 


1851. 

^ov.  15. 


Brought  forward 

^ec.  29.  To  order  in  favor  of  Dr.  Clarke,  Metcalfe,  for  services  in  recent  cholera 
To  order  in  favor  of  J.  C.  Macfarlane,  for  salary  as  secretary  to  this 
Board;  from  1st  October  to  3lst  December,  1851 

Balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  receiver-general 


£.    s.  d. 


10  10  0 


£.  s.  d, 
73    3  9 


21    8    6      31  18  6 


£41    5  3 


J.  C.  MACFARLANE,  28^  January,  1852, 


]^  n  2 


Dr. 


John  C,  Marfarlam,  Secreiary,  in  account  cnrreni  icitk  Central  Board  of  Health. 


Ct 


I>ec.  3.  To  paid  postages,  ■Ah  i\o- 

veiTiber  to  date 

To  paid  Dr.  JohnsoS^s  travellinjj  ex- 
pences  to  attend  limdry  meeting. 
of  the  Board 

To  ditto  Colonel  "Yi^le,  ditto  ditto  . 

To  diito  Dr.  Magimb,  ditto  ditto  . 

To  paid  the  foiiowip  accounts  out 
of  contra  order  'iM£  1 80  for  mak- 
ing three  co[)ies  pf  General  Re- 
port, &c.  &c. : — ' 


C.  C.  Hamiltoa 
David  Melhado 
J.  H.  Laing 
Mrs.  Hewitt 
P/lrs.  Ilamsay 
Mrs.  Laing  : 
Richard  Charlbn 
W.J.  Ciarkso| 
T.  Mayo  f 
Jaslyn  Mayo 

D.  P.  Mendes 
Edward  Shaw  ^ 
G.  A.  Hague 
S.  Barrow 
Peter  Hiimpln-eys 
J.  R.  DiibuissJii 
J.  Branfcos? 

Carried  forward 


s.  d. 


0 
0 
0 


iV;     24.  Ev  balance  dne  psT  la^t  account 

By  order  on  rpceivjT  jienera!.  at  this 
date,  for  e.xpeiKie  of  making  three 
'       copies  of  Gc-nerai  iJeport  ;  for 
(comparing;  an(i  exandnins;  same, 
and  the  making  up  ar.d  binding 
j       yaid  Sieport 
Dec.  id.  By  order  on  receiver-general,  at  this 
date,  to  pay  neswspapers  adver- 
tiseraents  „       .       .  . 


£. 

16 


d. 
II 


IBO    0  0 


£.. 

cL 

17 

!5 

6 

26 

17 

0 

15 

64 

6 

5 

0 

8 

7 

8 

I 

13 

7 

Q 

3 

16 

!0|  . 

2 

16 

3" 

2 

15 

1| 

1 

9 

0 

6 
9 

6 
2 

3 

12 

li 

3 

Q 

10 

7 

6 
0 

1 

11 

2 

0 

5 

icJ) 

6  15! 

1 1 


20^ 


0 


9 


£io6  19  3 


Carried  forward. 


£207    8  il 


281 


Dr 


John  C.  Marfarlane,  Secretary,  in  account  current  with  Central  Board  of  Health, 


€r. 


1851. 

Dec,  3. 


d.    £.   s.  d. 
156  19  3 


0 
0 


£.  s. 

To  amount  brousiht  forward 
Mr.  Neilsoii,  for  his 
trou!)le  in  ;irran;i,ing* 
«n<l  fastening-  toge 
tber  several  parts  of 
three  copies  of  Ce- 
iipral  Report,  from 
time  to  time,  and  af- 
t.erwar(is  binding 
three  copies  for  j)re- 
serit^ition  to  the  le- 
gislatures 3  0 
To  pai<!  fur  examinalion 

of.sai<i  Reports  17  0 

To  paid  for  refresliments 
for  persons  examining 
copies  lieporrs,  iighls, 
&c.  1  0 


29.  To  paid  postages  from  Isl  to  date 
To  paid  Jordon  &  O shorn  for  sta- 
tionery ..... 
To  paid  our  ot  contra  oriler  £  1  1  5s. 
the  fi'lioning  aecouiiis  i'or  adver- 
tisements \ii  a  \w?'rapers,  &c.  : — 

£.   s.  d, 

MornintV  J«iui  nal  I8s.  |  i  [q    Q      1  16  0 

Standard       .  IHsi 

The  Dai'y  Advertizer 
to  be  arranged,  and 
hereafter  paid  9    9  0 

11    5  0 


1851. 

Dec.  29.    By  amount  brought  forward 


21 

0 

0 

0 

19 

6 

0 

1 

0 

Carried  forward 


£180  15  9 


Carried  forward 


£.  s.  d. 

207    8  1). 


£207    a  11 


o  o 


Dr 


282 

John  C.  Mnrfirrlnne,  Secretary,  in  nccount  current  with  Central  Board  of  Health. 


Cr 


1851.  i'.  .V. 

To  amount  broiiy,!)f  forward  180  15 

Dec.  31.  Tf)  fiirtlipr  postages       .  .06 

To  l)r  IViilroy.  travi-llipig:  expences 
to  attend  meetings  of  ihe  Board, 
while  in  the  is^land 

To  paid  rolonel  Yule,  travelling  ex- 
|;!-ii(  rs  to  attend  meeting  29th  De- 
,:;;i!ier  ..... 

To  p  u'^  Thomas  Cogill,  for  his  at- 
>  t  ir :  .<>i<;t'  as  servant  at  the  several 
oii'ciings     .        "       .       .  . 

To  ijal  uice  if)  hand,  to  be  repaid  to 
the  r'>.\"eiyer  general  to  the  credit 
ol'Cenlral  Board  of  Health,  sub- 
ject to  the  settlement  of  Daily  Ad- 
vertizer's  account. 


(f. 

9 
4 


1  12  0 


0  12  0 


10  0 


23    2  10 


£207    8  11 


Dlc.  i9.    By  amount  brought  forward 


£.  s.  d. 
207    8  11 


£207    8  II 


J.  C.  MACFARLANE,         January,  1852, 


